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THE DISCOVERY. 



LETTER of Wbssbl Sohermebhobn, to the exeeUent and ten&rable 
Abbaham Haasbbotjgh, Esq., Ifew Torh 

HiCH PsAK, Aug, 18, IMOl 
Mt mvoh bespboted IJkolb, 

by mt mothbb^s side. 

I WBITE tbis from the highest point of land my feet ever have stood 
upon. I am now looking ont npon the great valley of the Hudson, 
and can see the spires of Ponghkeepsie, the cupola of the Capitol 
at Albany, the hills of Connecticut and Massachusetts. The White 
and Green Mountains rise before me in noble grandeur; all spread* 
ing out, so that it seems as if a great sheet were let *down from 
heaven; while the North Eiver, like a silver ribbon, is running 
throu^ l^e resplendent garniture. We of Holland descent have 
cause of pride in Hendrick Hudson the discoverer; and as I look 
down, my heart beats with transport at the thought that inr ances- 
tors have made all that land to become what I see, in fertility, rich- 
ness and beauty. Chiefly my blood dances in my veins as I recall 
the history of those noble acts performed on the scene that lies 
before my view. 

Knowing your great interest in all that refers to the past^ I have, 
since leaving the Bowery, been collecting the antiquities of this 
region, especially such as may throw light upon the eariy history of 
the colony, as far back as the settlement of Kew Amsterdam — a 
matter in whidi I know you to be deeply interested, engaged as yoa 
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now are in forming a mnsemo, that may in time rival that of Ply- 
month Book or HartfoM. 

I send yon sevjeral cases per the " Vrow" sloop, Captain Post, in 
which are precious relics, valuable in yonr eyes : Primus, Batch 
tiles that were brought over in the ship ^^ Gilded Beaver,'' March, 
1660; a china milk-pot that stood on Gen. Schuyler's table when 
the great Washington and his aid, Gen. Hamilton, sat at the same ; 
a looking-glass that the light-heeled Dochter of Dom. Megapolenses 
saw herself in before she ran away with Michael Goosen, the tailor. 
8ecundu8, A piece of the Duffel doth, the knife, and a button from 
the beaver that Aejie Hollenback got for interpreldog between the 
Governor who then was, and Pewack, Chief of the Mohicanders, at the 
transfer of l^e land east of the Caulibergs, extending from the HeOder- 
bergs, north, near to Albany, down to the south of Siepos Creek, 
which creek runs> close to Kingston, which was ancient Esopus ; also, 
in a small box laid in lint that grew on old Dom. Schuneman's fkrm, 
you will find a ring once worn by Annie Bogart, sister's dochter to 
An^aBogardus, that was second cousin to Anneka Janks, of blessed 
memory ; next you have the staff or cane with which Dom. Schaet 
chastised the Lutheran dominie when he came off second best 
T&rtiui. And what yon will value most of all is the ancient manu- 
script, inclosed in double sheepskin. Its history is curious and 
might make the groundwork of a strange story itself. One of the 
dominies of the region being inquisitive in his disposition, and fond 
of tracing out all traditions of old Holland, found in an oaken, 
worm-eaten chesty books bearing the name of Dom. de Bainde, 
who had, with other good men, been driven away from New York 
when the British took the ancient edifice in William street, and 
made it a riding school. By looking into the records of the Colle-^ 
giate Church, you will doubtless find the name and the history of 
that Bevolutionary worthy, up to the time he took refrige in Caats- 
baan, the ancient stone church of which lies just at my feet, and 
where I went last Sabbath, and heard the purest^ and most eloquent 
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Dominie that now lives, of the old stock. Among those old voltmies 
was this preeions document found, and which I procured nndei iiLe 
solemn pledge of conveying it to the hands of those for whom it 
was originally designed. Being proud to say that I have an xmcle, 
by my mother^s side, in the Grand Oonsistory of the OoUegiate 
Church, the discoverer has intrusted the manuscript to my care, and 
which I send to you in perfect confidence that justice will be done 
to tibe venerable author by his no less venerable successors. 

Here let me speak a word in behalf of the finder of this andent 
document, who is worthy of all gratitude for rescuing such a relic 
firom oblivion ; and as you may be curious to know of him, I would 
merely say to you, and through you to the Grand Oondstory, that 
he has not a drop of Holland blood in his body. When I ventured 
to ask him how he took such an interest in our ^^Ltttlb Ziok " here 
in North America, he rose to his feet^ and with great fervor declared 
that the '^true dominie's blood runs in the spirit, not in the veins; 
and that the sons of John Enox were, in dark days, nursed at the 
breasts of old Leyden, and that they still retain the same life in then)} 
instinctively finding out those of the same fSeanily.'' Another reason 
he said might be given for his own attachment to the Hollanders on 
the west side of the Atlantic : his forefathers had been determined 
free traders from the coast of Scotland to that of Holland, sailing 
past the custom-house independently, which some foolishly styled 
smuggling ; but whatever it was, '' this son of Caledonia "—here he 
struck his breast with force — '' is a free man, and has a strong love 
for all patriots in general, and a sincere admiration for his predeces- 
sor, DomznB Sohusemak, in particular.^' 

80 far I tell, the secrets I keep till I see you. 

Tour loving nephew, 

V. a 
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oatbiaut, 2>m. sr, ins. 
T0 thd V&neraMd CoraUtory of the CoUegiate Church of New YorJc. 

To MT BsLOYXD Bbbthbxn, Gbeetino: 

Ever since the day I parted with you imtil now, I have 
longed to hear of your affairs ; hoping that this will find your bodies 
in health, even as I know yonr sonls prosper. Obliged, as I have 
been, to part from you, and to take up my abode here, even as the 
pelican in the wilderness, it grieves my heart sore, to think that my 
presence cannot be with you to comfort you in the midst of that 
cruel war which still environs you. Nevertheless, though you have 
in the abundance of your liberality declared my beloved assoc])ate 
and fellow laborer in the Qospel, the good and learned Dominie Bu- 
dolphus Bitzema, and myself emeriti, i,e, amply providing for our 
wants; which I understand to mean that our presence is hence- 
f<Mrth to be dispensed with, in lieu of younger and smoother tongued 
men who can use the modem speech of Sion to advantage, in the 
new state of lyings, I am content. My share of public delights har 
been given in times past; nor did I cease while going in and out 
before you to cultivate the Humanities diuly ; so that I might do 
honor and service to the learned Kerke of Holland planted here in 
this desert land, not suffering any one to affirm that I was behind in 
anything which might commend the doctrines of the Beformed 
Churches, and that furthermore I might have within my own soul 
a spring of pure delight, from which I might drink in my solitude, 
and be satisfied, as the wise Solomon saith of the good man. 
Prov. xiv., 14. , 

, Happily for me, this power of drawing from myself remaineth 
even unto old age. Could you but see me engaged in my regulai 
studies, writing out my weekly discourse which I never expect to 
deliver orally ; or reading out of the holy and learned Tlios. Sher- 
locke, jy.D.^ late Master of the Temple and Bishop of London, a 
volume of whose works my late and beloved colleague, Dom. Bit- 
zema has sent me from his exile in Einderhook (his own copy, £x 
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Dono Beyerendi Doctoris Bamnelis Johnson, Oonneotiont), a won- 
derful book from which I have been drawing nonrishment. Truly 
he is the Locke of Divinity, who anatomizes the whole system and 
illustrates its component parts. 

Besides those weightier matters, I have not neglected my duty to 
my country : so I have been careful to record the passing events 
of the present time. I have written a history. It is after the man- 
ner of an old painter of the mother country (you know Holland has 
been fsunous for her artists) ; he sat down without plan, and putting 
down the objects which first struck his eye, threw the sketch aside, 
and found it next day to be a natural picture of the first order. 

There will be historians in swarms who will give the outside of 
this great struggle. I have written of the quieter scenes of life in 
a disturbed state, and as it would not be safe to let the world know 
now what I have written, I send it to your care, so that it may be 
put into the strong box where we have hidden our records. 

Some future antiquarian of sufficient enthusiasm may give my 
history to the world. One hundred years hence it will be read with 
admiration. To your care I commit it. 

Never expecting to meet you again in the flesh, Voorts, broedersl 
zijt biyde, de God nu des vredes zal den Satan haast onder uwe 
voeten verpletteren. De genade van onzen Heere Jezus Christus zij 
met ulieden. Amen. 

DoM. DE Baindb. 

PosTSOBiPT FBOM MT LAST BSD. — ^I havc ncvcr found a safe hand 
whereby to convey my history, and so I trust it to Him who kept the 
Book of the Law till Ezra found it Kind finder send it thither. 
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BOOK I. 

GIVING AN ACCOUNT OF THE 

BIOODT BRANDTS DESCENT UPON THE KAATSKILL YIAATS, 

OOTOBBIl, 1778, 
WITH OTHER MATTERS, KNOWN ONLY TO THE AUTHOR. 



INTEQDUCTION. 



To read this book with profit to the reader, and with 
joBtioe to the author, it would be to the advantage of both, 
were a survey to be taken of the region where the scene lies, 
on which such great events have transpired. The place for 
this will be that gorge in the mountain that lies half way be- 
tween Elmira, Caatsban, and old Kaatskill. There is, 
when it is reached, a paved floor of stone. Through the 
crevices therein grows up innumerable small pines, where the 
bear and the deer find refuge, and the hunter lodges all night 
for his prey. 60 forward to the brink of the precipice, and 
look out, where all New England stretches before you ; then 
look northward and southward, where the Knickerbockers 
dwelL 

On that spot where you stand the Indian and the Tory met 
to hold their bloody conclaves. The mountain range was the 
dividing Hne. The road from the settlements below, to Fort 
Niagara, runs over the hills beneath you up to this point, 
going through TTnadilla and Scenedawa, by Queen Catha- 
rine's County, near Lake Ca-nun-da-sagaL 

From these crags the savage descended upon the peaceabie 
Boermen t>f the vlatts like a hungry cormorant, or a wolf on 



XVI LNTKODUCnON. 

the fold, sweeping the Whigs away to death <Hr bondage. 
Should the time ever arrive when these mountains will be 
trod by civilized men, let them not forget that the privilege 
of looking out from them in peace has been bought with the 
blood of the patriot. 



THE DUTCH DOMME. 



CHAPTER I. 



UNCEETAINTT. 



** The great high an* low hare bat two prominent ylrtaes— patience and courage.**-* 
Bhkblook. 

It was on an evening of October, 1778, that old Martin 
Schuyler, with hife T\dfe, the good Angelica, were sitting 
musing in silence, interrupted only by the ticking of the old 
clock in the comer, that had told the course of time to 
generations before Martin himself had looked up on the sun, 
moon or stars. So well had its present possessor become 
acquainted with the solemn regular tick, tack, that his pulse 
and his thoughts went in unison with the venerable time- 
piece. Slow or fast, he had come to regard the mysterious 
machinery of his soul and body as parts of the same creature 
within the mahogany case, so that whenever anything went 
wrong with the one, the other was sure to be out of order. 
The Dominie, who was the only doctor in his parish, knew 
this fact so well, that when he came on a spiritim or a bodily 
>isitation he was sure first to administer to the soul, then 
leave some medicine for the stomach, and he as invariably 
set about putting all right within the old clock-case. 

This essential regulator of the venerable mansion had given 
warning through the day of a hectic pulsfe, which brought 
on midnight before the natural time, making the old man 
give an unusual start as the hammer struck twelve. He had 
just finished his second pipe, and was pushing his finger and 
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thumb into his bladder bag for a new supply when he found 
tune to say : 

" Anshela, vat's dat de Dominee said bout te spy in te 
camp, an sarch out te men in te city ?" 

" Awee," was the quiet answer of the vrow, for she per- 
ceived that her good man's mind was excited or disturbed, 
and she wished to allay his troubles rather than increase 
them ; " te Dominee meant te king of the Jews finding te 
men dat ver 'gainst him." 

"Ha! te Dominee, Schuneman, is a very cunning jnan, 
and meant to give Jake Oyerpagh a hit wid his gad ; for I 
saw dat he looked straight in te rascal's face, dat made him 
brin^ down his impudent head like a shot duck." 

Old Martin chuckled at his own jest, and waited to hear 
what his vrow would say to his conjecture. 

But Angelica, with true woman's wit, knew that she was 
on dangerous ground when her companion's peace had been 
disturbed before^ and she merely said : " Te Dominie drew 
his bow at a venture, and it might pierce Jake between te 
joints of te harness." 

" I wish to te Lord," said the husband, with more haste than 
usual, " dat I could speak to te skitimylink through old Peg 
dere, and a hole would be made big enough to let te light in 
dat would make him spy fi*om te toder world rayther than 
round Whig doors." 

"Whishlwhish!" said the anxious vrow, "stone walls 
have ears ; better, Martin, to have a close mout' than an open 
skull." ^ 

All this time, while this unusually long conversation was 
goin^ on, the one was preparing his pipe, and the other 
knittmg quietly at the other side of the long chimney, in 
which smoldered the remains of what had been a proportion- 
ably large fire, now left to sink into red coals. All was quiet 
in the other parts of the capacious dwelling; cattle and 
negroes had alike been cared for, and the hour for that 
worthy pair to retire had nearly come. Conversation 
between the two was rather a luxury than a common indulg- 
ence. Like the two buckets of their own deep well, when 
the one was up, it was always left full on the curb ready for 
use, and the other was sunk into the profundity beneath, and 
though it took some time to bring it up, it was fresh for 
household service : it was always there when the traveller 
came, and welcome for his horse .or himsel£ The bucket 
never came up empty. 
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The old Boerman ^ave a sudden start, as if something had 
struck Jiira. Angehca saw that he was alarmed through 
some cause without doors. She was well acquainted with 
the habits of her husband, and knew all the circumstances of 
he country sufficiently well to enter immediately into the 
/eeling of the occasion. He was not a man to be frightened 
It a shadow, noy was she unprepared for the exigencies of 
the period. When Martin, after cautiously looking up to 
the window, roige slowly on his feet, and stepped to the stair 
that went up to the chamber, lifting old Peg, as he passed, 
from her resting-place on the wooden hooks fixed in the 
joists over head, the careful vi-ow ceased even to breathe. 
Bitting as stiU on her stool as if she was stone ; then, with an 
equally cautious step, followed her husband up the steps, both 
that she might aid him and obtain information, or give counsel. 
The house was one ot those heavy stone structures, that 
seemed built more as towers of defence than as places for 
comfort ; the walls three feet thick, with small windows, 
like ancient shot-holes, covered with heavy shutters, which, 
in the windy seasons,, slamned like the gates of a Sepulchre, 
and as dolefully loud. 

Close by one of these in the dark, Martin stood peering 
out, when Angelica joined her sight to his ; and thinking 
herself the first to perceive the cause of alarm, she whispered 
too loud, " Vat's dat dere, noo ?" 

Martin had seen it, but durst not breathe of it lest the ear 
of some one would catch the sound ; and, turning around, he 
gave his good vrow a pinch on the arm, which was neither 
love nor hate. Pointing with his finger, he directed An- 
gelica's eye to some living thing moving between them and a 
grey rock that stood but a short distance from the house; 
and nearer to them another of the same kind of shadows. 
Their blood ran quicker as that last object assured them 
both that it was a human form. Danger was abroad ! All 
their negroes were asleep; no friendly person would be 
prowling around a house at such an hour. Massacres had 
been common ; the Indians were on the hills, and the Tories 
had marked' old Martin for their prey. His very name, 
ScHUYLEB, was cuough to render him obnoxious to the whole 
race. He loved his country, and had ventured to take the 
side he felt was right ; but he was a man, a husband, and a 
feUiher. 

** The teeken Wiur is blazing on the Kekute,*' whispered the 
trembling wife, as she came from looking towards the eltst 
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Martin's courage rose as he saw the acknowledged signal. 
His friends were aware of danger being abroad ; but here 
was something which came under, his immediate inspection. 
Spies were around his house. Cool by nature, and rendei-ed 
cautious through long experience in the woods and on the 
hills, neither animal nor Indian could douBle him, wi^en once 
upon the alert. His own cunning was his greatest danger. 
He had fallen occasionally into his own trap ; and trusted 
more to the judgment of his family than he was willing to 
confess. 

" Where's Elsie ?" he whispfered to the wife. She was their 
only child, and had, in the lack of sons, become the chief stay 
of her parents in their declining years. Vigor9US, prudent, 
and prompt in all her actions, she was equS to any young 
man in a case of emergency. It was therefore with some 
mortification and sinking of the heart, that he heard the 
mother say : 

"Elsie, O the Lamashee has gone to the husking at the 
Bught. Take CaBsar wit thee ; he is strong, and faithful ; 
I'll go and waken him." 

" Stay 1 stay I do not ruin us ; dese blacks are sich cowardly 
critters, I would as soon take one of the ox steers wid me 
in the dark, I must go myself." 

After he had said this, they came and sat down on the 
same place where we found him beside the fii-e, and com- 
posedly smoked the pipe he had began to fill when he was 
first disturbed. This was his manner when his brain was 
foggy ; he saw his way best when the smoke whirled thickest 
around him ; and as he feared it might be some time before 
he obtained more of this necessary of life, his first resolution 
was to puff a supply. By the time he was through, his mind 
was made up. Angelica had been anticipating the whole re- 
sult ; and while the smoke became slow and regular, she had 
gathered up some olecakes and rusk,* thrusting them into 
his ample pockets ; filling his horn with dry powder ; count- 
ing out twenty bullets, and some buck-shot, which she de- 
posited in the same place ; brought a worsted cap of her own 
working, which she drew upon his head well over his ears ; 
which he pushed up in an instant ; and doing all this without 
a word, she sat down, bending her head forward on her 
hands, seeming to be in the act of silent prayer : which was 
evidently understood by the musing Dutchman; for he 
ceased to puff except in the most silent stream, that rose 
mete as incense than as indulgence. Not a word had been 
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attered by them since tbey came from the chamber above, 
and the house had been made long since proof against all 
peering eyes ; so that Martin only waited the proper time to 
go out ; but that could not be till he was sure that the ma- 
rauders had gone from the dwelling. 

Tlje house, as we have hinted, was large and solid as all the 
niansiDns are, except where the New England leaven has 
changed the taste of some rebellious youth, who was deter- 
mined to ignore his Dutch origin. Martin Schuyler %vas not 
of that tribe. His fether had built one side of the house, 
with the evident forethought, that his posterity to the fourth 
and fitlh generation should continue to add to it ; and our 
iriend had done his share by raising wings larger than the 
original body, which was distinguished from the rest by being 
a few feet lower than the new sides. So that the house re- 
sembled some old men we have seen, whose head had sunk 
considerably beneath their shoulders, while their larger rear, 
required all the room that could be spared to them. It was 
literally so of Martin's dTirelling built on a side hill, and so 
fitrong itself it was hard to say whether the hill or the house 
was the most crowded. No matter, the high groxmd behind 
served a good purpose in these times of public tumult, when 
life and property were in such danger. A cave had been 
originally dug in the hill, to serve as a root-house: this 
suggested the idea of a hiding-place, which had been carried 
still further into the interior. Indeed so far, that a passage- 
way had been made sufficiently -^de for a person to worm 
his way to an opening on the south side of the liouse. Into 
that receptacle, long since aUthe silver plate of Holland ma- 
nu^ture, all the milledoleors which Martin had saved, the 
China intended for Elsie, a castle of quilted 'work, indeed 
everything that could be dispensed with out of the house ; 
so that surprise, was not to be so great if it did come at all, 
upon such cautious and cool heads. If there was anght neg- 
lected, it was more through too much care than too little. 
As in the case of the house being burned or surrounded, and 
they forced to flee, ready money was essential, so a round 
hole had been dug in the meadow below, out of which a 
piece of turf was carefully taken, the earth removed, 
and a pot of silver coin put in, all so well done, that Martin 
declared at the end of his life, he could " never find out the 
place himself to this day." 

A few pantomime signs were only passed between the two. 
Angelica was preparing for retreat if necessary, and Martm 
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for defence, when a slight noise was distinctly heard, as if 
some one had missed a footing, and had put out a hand to re- 
cover himself. Neither of the two moved a muscle, but their 
senses were now fully awakened to danger. " O, if Elsie 
were only here,'* was the internal wish of the anxious man. 
So rising slowly and quietly from his seat, he stepped ^nto 
the back part of the house, through a panel which served 
as a door that opened at his touch. Angelica following to 
receive and give counsel. 

" Where is Elsie said you, Anshela ?" 

*' Down in the Bught at a husking bee," was the quiet and 
subdued reply; for the good wife and mother saw plainly 
that her husband was troubled. " Let me go out with you ; 
four eyes are better than two ; and you know that I have 
both caution and courage to meet any danger, when you are 
beside me." 

"You speak like one of the foolish women, Anshela. I am 
only going to watch, not to fight — if I can help it. I shall 
go to the top of the hill, and return in an hour, but if not, 
send Elsie to meet me on the Sout Mountain." 

** On the Soul Mountain I" the careful wife exclaimed ; '* why 
not rather Hijht the teeken vuur and gather our friends ?" 

" Vrow ! Vrow !" whispered Martin with great vehemence, 
before any friends could be here, our scalps would be reeking 
in that savage JKiskataam's fingers, our grey hairs twisted to- 
gether. No, I must watch the redskin and see what deviltry 
he is up to, and trap him in his den. Elsie is the only one 
that can help me at this hour. You stay here quietly. There 
are only two of them. They are waiting till we sleep, and 
then they will go to the flat rock and light their warning 
fire. Ha 1 ha 1 cunning dogs. Martin is before you 1 Catch 
a squirrel sleeping. Thanks to Peet, for all that I know." 
The farmer and the hunter chuckled at the thought of out- 
witting Blskataam, the Wild-cat, upon his own ground, the 
Kaatskills. 

There was no more difficulty in bringing Angelica to agree 
to the plan. She was well aware that her careful husband 
]>ossessed means of information which he kept to himself. 
So with a few more olecakes, and some quiet blessings, and 
prayers on his safety, she saw him crawl on his hands and 
knees through the narrow passage leaving her to close all. 
up as quietly, and as closely as possible, without calhng up 
any of the negro men, who were all asleep in the lower part 
of the house, in what is called the cellar kitchen. 
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Martin emerged from his underground journey like a rab- 
bit that has found itself in the wide world, ready to return to 
its burrow quickly should danger be near. He lay still &r 
at least five minutes, listening till he became familiarized with 
the silence and the darkness around him ; when he gradually 
rose upright, standing so still that he seemed but one of the 
stumps of the field. Taking a wide circuit from his own 
house, he sought a patch of wood through which there was 
a cow path, guessing that the spies around him would take 
that on their way to their accustomed rendezvous. Nor was 
he mistaken, for, after waiting patiently a full hour, he heard 
footsteps distinctly, coming behind him. He would have 
been at a loss to tell whether it was man or wiimal, had he 
not also heard a human voice, which became more audible, 
but to him more mjrsterious, the nearer as it approached. 
Now it was the low guttural tones of an Indian ; and again 
it seemed something else; but neither Indian nor Dutch. 
Here was something of which he had not dreamed. His 
secret informant of yesterday had not hinted of any one but 
Indian. Till now, he had been comparatively calm, for his 
experience had taught him that it was easier to circumvent 
ten Indians, than one true and determined white man of ex- 
perience. But, judge of the still greater surprise of our 
watcher, when he heard distinctly, the tones of the English 
tongue ; and that of a young woman. He started to his feet 
with an alertness the reverse of his previous sluggishness. 
Martin's acquaintance with the world of Albany, and of Man- 
hattan Island had been frequent, among his own near rela- 
tives, who were of the first quality in the colony ; enabling 
him to judge at once of these tones, and of the distinct words 
uttered ; assuring him that this was a woman of polished life 
and language. Why brought hither to these wild regions ? 
He lay down again, waiting for the persons to pass by ; but 
BO near that he might obtain a perfect view of their forms, 
and, if possible, guess into the mystery. As the Indiap^Kis- 
kataam passed, carrying in his arms a young female, who was 
beseeching him to tell her why he was taking her through 
these woods. The heart of the honest Dutchman leaped to 
his throat, as he drew forward old Peg, with her muzzle al- 
most touching the mean catiff that passed him ; and but for 
the one he shielded himself behind, an ounce of lead would 
have decided his fate. But he was allowed to pass, while the 
name, " Mother I oh, my dear mother I" and anotber name, 
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which Martin could not hear distinctly, rang in his ear, call- 
ing upon him for help. 

" And help you shall have, my strange lamishee," said the 
tender &ther. " My own Elshie may be the next, and how 
could I come back to Anshela, if I saw our own daughter 
dragged off in that way. The murderous savage that he is, 
I have long determined to give him the contents of Peg; and 
now is my time. No; now is his time; I will follow him 
and watch my chance. The dear lady, though she be of the 
English blood, must be set free, though the blood of Kiska- 
taam flows for it." 

The really excited Boerman was Just about to rise, when 
there passed by on the same path, but in far quieter motion, 
another of the same race leading a dog by a bark string. At 
the sight of the man and beast, Martin ground his teeth with 
inward rage. 

^^ Dunder and blitzen, were the Dominie here himself he 
would zweert, I will say— duiviL There is that duivil Shan- 
daagan carrying off Rover, and here I must lie still and see 
aU." 

They who knew all would have pardoned the good Dutch- 
man ; even his swearing, when they reflected on the mean 
character of this second Indian, ana the provocation he had 
given to Martin before and now. He was one of those ofi*- 
scourings of the race who proved false to all he pretended to 
serve. At this very time, he was pretending to be on the 
side of the Whigs. It was but the day before that he had 
been to the Hoogenhuisen, and seemed to be on the most 
friendly terms with all ; yet, he had not said a word of this 
coming adventure, of which he was ' surely aware ; and this 
decoying of the dog Rover away, was proof positive of 
treachery. 

" Ah," said the mortified Martin to himself, " ever since 
that time Elsie caused contempt on his chieftainship, I have 
seen his secret revenge working ; jmd now he thinks he has 
made himself sure, as the Dominie says, ' de Heeve wil en 
'^^'ij leven zullen zoo zullen wij dit of dat doen.' " 

For these agscravating mortifications he had this to make 
amends, that Rover did not scent him out, when as he 
passed the place his master lay hidden ; but went, seemingly 
as if aware, that both should bide their time. It was an 
augury to him for good ; and as he was now sure of their 
destination, and had come upon their trail sufiiciently, he was 
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in no haste to pursue, but made up his mind to go slowly on 
and watch their motions ; waiting for Elsie, who he was 
certain would meet him at the appointed place in time for the 
execution of any plan he could devise, which would set the 
feeble captive at liberty, and rid the world, if possible, of 
these two fiends, now bent on the destruction of the inhabit- 
ants of the region. 

" They have gone to the pine orchard to prepare for that 
hellish congregation that's coming. Bloody wolves; they 
have tasted blood at Wyoming, and now we are to expect no 
better fate. That hell-hound, Shandaagan, has known all as 
well as myself, and his hunting around has been that he might 
lay his traps all the more secret and siire. The Hoegen- 
huisen will be among the first. They did not try it to-night. 
They have got other fish to fiy. Maybe that is only bait 
they are carrying ;" and the hunter grinned a grim smile at 
his own wit. 

Taking a ^vinding directidn westward, Martin proceeded 
with perfect confidence of finding the skulking place of the 
party. Measuring his speed according to his knowledge of 
the length of road he had to travel, he was in no hurry, as 
any step he took was on ground as familiar to his foot, as the 
turnings of his own yard. His care was to keep sufliciently 
far out of the way not to be heard by the Indians on the one 
hand, and on the other to cautiously look around him, lest 
he might stumble on some stragglers of the party. The 
mystery of the English lady made him timorous. He had a 
certain intuitive perception that trouble was to anse out of 
that occuiTence, to others, if* not to himself. Crossing the 
Kaaterskill stream a mile above the opening of the clove, ho 
left his own house to the south of him, and proceeded up the 
side of the hill which lies to the south ; w^hen, after an hour's 
ascending travel, he reached Puddingstone Hall, and sat 
down upon a slanting rock, that seems to have been placed 
there by some ancient Druid : for none but the beings who 
raised Stonehenge on their nice balance, could now put that 
stone on its sloping position. Martin had frequently, from 
his boyhood, sat on the same stone at all hours of the day, 
and of the night, and wondered how it came there; and how 
it hung there, and how long it had lain so ; but now he had 
other thoughts to occupy his mind; for just as truly as he 
had conjectured, there were the very persons ^ho had passed 
him by, now on the flat rock. The Indians were sitting be- 
fore a bright bui-uing fire ; and near it was raised one of 
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those wigwams, which all who live in the woods know how 
to raise in a twinkling of time. Still there was something 
about the whole scene here, which made the careful hunter 
feel insecure. That bower was more tastefully raised than 
the red man ever did such work ; and the building of the fire 
was not after the f:ishion of that thoughtless race, but care- 
fully made of dried wood, not found in the immediate neigh- 
borhood. The experienced eye of the imseen observer could 
discern other evidences of a superintendence which amazed 
and stultified 'his senses. 

" God in de hemelin verlichte mijne oogen !" Martin . 
prayed in his own tongue for light to his eyes ; then almost 
out of breath in his anxiet5^, he said : " Oh, if Elshie were but 
here, now, she could explain the meaning of these things." 

In the meantime, he was too wise a man, and had been in 
too many different places, to let any chance pass, without in- 
forming himself concerning the actual state of things. Being 
on a height which overlooked all that was doing on the rock 
below, it was easy to see all that was moving ; and lest there 
might bo some prying eyes around, he lay flat upon the face 
of that leaning rock, with old Peg by his side, watching the 
chances which might come up. After he had satisfied himself 
that no being was in his owti immediate neighborhood, he 
took a different position in hope that new background might 
discover some wandering shadow ; but there were still the 
same Indian faces ; and that of the young pale-face, which 
he could see plainly in the dickering glow of the fire as it 
rose and fell. Never was a man more puzzled to account for 
all these things. Here was a captive, and she could not be 
a Whig's daughter, judging from her English accent and 
foreign style of speech ; ana yet Kiskataam was in the pay 
of the king. Had he since thought of turning to the other 
side, making this the price of his double treachery ? 

" He shall not succeed," said the excited Martin, with a 
vehemence which nearly cost him his life ; for standing as he 
did so near to the verge of the ci*ag, he pushed with his feet 
so hard that a loose rock gave way, falling to the bottom of 
the precipice, over which, in the dark, he might have been 
hurled to his destruction. The noise reverberating through 
those wild hills in the night, roused up the beasts below from 
their lairs, and the party above were evidently much alarmed ; 
for when Martin recovered himself, he saw that the two In- 
dians were standing both upright like sentinels, ready for .an 
attack. However, soon discovering the seeming cause of the 
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interrupted silence, they sank back to their nsual somno* 
lence. 

Our white sentmel on the hill had made up his mind to a 
plan, just as soon as he could obtain his expected help, Which 
he thought must be near at hand ; and with that in view, he 
took the most prominent point of Puddingstone Hall, 
where he stood like one of the black stumps of a tree, wliich 
even an Indian could not distinguish him trom in the dark. 



CHAPTER II. 



DEEP DOUBT. 



** Experience will show that as want of appetite supposes, and proceeds from some bodily 
disease, so the apathy the stoics talk of as much supposes, or Is accompanied with some* 
what amiss in the moral character, in that which is the health of the mind.'*— Bishop 

BUTLBB. 

Marti N^, though almost in agony for his daughter, never 
took his eyes off the wigwam. A fluttering leaf or the move- 
ment of ail animal might arrest his mind unconsciously, still 
he never turned his thoughts on anything fixedly, so as to be 
moved aside from the object before him. He was certain 
now that the two Indians were only the instruments and out- 
side actors in this drama, and his desire was increasing with 
every beating of his pulse to see the hand behind the scenes ; 
so eager did he become, that he forgot that Elsie might ar- 
rive and not find him in the appointed place. He was 
drawing nearer and nearer all the time, fearful lest anything 
might escape his notice. He heard voices, but could not 
discern, at the distance he stood away, what was said. This 
induced him to step onward, till he found himself so near 
that he could distinctly perceive on one occasion the captive 
sitting up, while the ruddy glow of the fire showed him suf- 
ficient of her countenance to satisfy him that she was none 
of the maidens of the colony around, but one of those that 
he had seen riding out on the roads round Albany, who were 
birds of passage, gav in plumage and full of lite, never in- 
tending to make this land their home. " Ruddy, and of a 
fair countenance," as the Dominie would say, though Martin 
inwardly thought " she has been stolen by this sinner, at the 
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h^^Mng of those wicked profligates that follow these fair 
doves as the hawks do their prey." 

" She is no child neither, as I am a Schuyler, and as good 
blood as ever came from Holland ; a lady of at least nmeteen 
is she that walks out there before the fire, and she is talking 
just now to the Indian. I wish I could but hear her once. 
Y|BS, poor lamishie, you may well look out on that black 
sky, mad^ darker by the very fire now in your eye's, for woo 
to thee, an unknown end is before thee." 

With the true hunter spirit, the watcher was drawing 
closer and closer, so as to have a perfect view and reach his 
game in the best advajitage. He could have brought down 
one of those dark shadows that stood before him on the flat 
rock with ease ; the other he could meet singly without hesi- 
tation, but there were others here, and with white faces. 

He was now so near that he could hear words indistinctly, 
and might have pressed closer, in his eagerness, but at this 
instant he was startled by something in his rear mo\'ing the 
shrubs close to the ground. He looked through tlie dark- 
ness, with the glare of the fire in his eyes, seeing nothing till 
he had time to recover from the effect of the light, and then 
saw distinctly two small balls of fire, so near to one another 
that he instantly telt that they must be the eyes of some 
animal about to spring upon him. His first motion was to 
lift Peg into her defensive position, but listening, wdth all his 
senses awake, he soon heard-^what he h&d frequently heard 
before when he hunted on these mountains — the snufting of a 
deer, attracted by the Hght, and thereby blinded to its own 
danger. Martin had been out on the little lakes near this very 
place in his canoe, burning pitch-pine knots on the prow for 
the very purpose of biinging the deer to him, and now one 
comes when he would have preferyed to have it anywhere 
else. The pleasure and keenness of the hunter all but over- 
came his prudence, for his fingers tingled with the desire of 
bnnging those noble six-tined antlers to the ground; but 
. merely giving a side motion he alarmed the creature, so that 
it ran past the place where the Indians lay. They both sprang 
up with an alacrity little short of the deer himself, rushing 
after him with an agility not surprising to one who knew 
their habits and modes of life. Their natural love of sport, 
and their appetite, made keen by a whole day's travel, cause<l 
them to forget for the time the captive they had been watch- 
ing over with so much assiduity all the night. 

Martin felt that now was his time, and had already moved 
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a few steps forward to seize the trembling maiden, who was 
herself in motion to rush, she knew not whither, when there 
stepped out from the dark cover a new actor in the scene, 
who placed himself before her, saying, with some excitement 
in his voice and manner, bending at the same time on hb 
right knee, as he seized her hand : " Dearest Margaret, I have 
fulfilled my promise made a year ago." 

The lady drew her hand from the grasp of the intnider, as 
if she had been stung by a snake, and darted to the other 
side of the fire with the fleetness of the deer that had just 
passed that way. At the same time she gave a scream which 
echoed, and reechoed, among the rocks and hills, till it 
seemed as if a hundred captive 'damsels were shrieking to 
their friends for deliverance. She would have rushed on, but 
now the man, who had been put aside so easily, rushed with 
an eqtial ardor, exclaiming: "For the love of God, Miss 

^ do not go further or y6u will fall over the shelf and 

be dashed to pieces." 

By this time he had hold of the exhausted girl, who gasped 
out : " O, why did I not know that I was so near to liberty, 
one leap and — and all would have been over. Let me go, 
touch me not with that foul hand ; and if you will not, tell 
me why I am brought hither — ^for now I see who has been the 
cause of this wicked treachery. Let me die." 

" Miss Margaret, you do me wrong, if you suppose that 
you are here through any desire to injure vou. I mean the 
best that man can do for woman ; and if you be patient and 
calm, you will hear it all." 

" No, I will not listen to your false tongue ;" and with 
that she shook herself free of the hold of him who stood be- 
fore the angry girl, as Martin had seen a strong dog, who, 
having encountered a wild cat, is fiiin to stand off at a respect- 
able distance, watching for a retreat. Abashed at the charge 
of treachery, yet mad at the epithet false; and afraid, lest 
by some sudden movement the e^xcited woman should rush 
into destruction, the man stood more like a culpnt, than as 
the director in some daring enterprise, which had doubtless 
required great tact and decision to bring it to its present 
crisis. Some new occurrence, it was evident, might disap- 
point him in his plans. He had succeeded in his end so far ; 
but he was utterly at a loss to Jmow what to do with the 
prize for which he had played so high a part, up to this time« 
Martin seeing this, was measuring the distance between him- 
self and the traitor — ^for so he already regarded the man who 
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was SO named by the lady — ^that he might disaMe him and 
then fall upon him ; but it was too late, for there were the 
two Indians retuniing ; and three against two, and one ot 
these only a feeble girl, was an unequal combat. 

" Away from my sight, hateful wretch," was the exclama- 
tion of the enraged girl, once more uttered, as the man ap- 
proached nearer to take hold of her hand ; " Leave me to 
these savages ; their presence is more agreeable to my eyes 
than the man who violates his honor as a gentleman, and his 
duty as a soldier." 

It was now the turn of the man to show excited passion." 
The veins of his brow became swollen like cords, and his nos- 
trils became wide as a war horse, when spurred to resistance ; • 
but with great effort suppressing his feelings, he said with 
trembling lips. 

" My lady, urge me not to do what we both shall eter- 
nally regret ; remember you are in my power at this mo- 
ment." 

" I am in no man's power. God will not suffer the innocent 
to be long without a deliverer. He is at my right hand this 
moment ; I see him through the thick darkness." And she 
gazed so earnestly on the very spot where Martin stood, that 
he felt the blood rushing through his veins, faster than it had 
done for many years. So direct were her motions, that the 
eyes of her captor for a moment were turned in the same 
direction, as if in fear. 

" Easkataam, Kiskataam, I throw myself under your pro- 
tection. I will pardon all you have done and said to me ; I 
will obtain you pardon and a reward from my &ther, if you 
only save me now from the company of that traitorous man. 
Clifford, I hold you in scorn ; and the daughter of an English 
soldier wiU bestow naught else on- a coward who has betrayed 
his friend, and would now spoil the peace of the family where 
he has been nursed, and confided in from boyhood. Oh, 
Bertram, why do you not come to me !" 

With this effort, whict was too much for her, the excited 
lady sank down helpless on the ground ; presently she was 
lifted by her tormentor, as he would have lifted a child, and 
l^laced on the bed of laurel which had been prepared for her. 
^s he laid her down, Martin saw that the man put out his 
lips as if he could have imprinted a kiss on the pale brow, but 
the weakened woman gained new strength at this insult 
offered to her modesty, and struck up her hand with such 
force that the insulter staggered back a step or two, while 
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the poor captive hid her face and sobbed like an infant, calling 
out, *' Oh, mother ! mother ! come to me." 

The eyes of the inactive spectator melted at what met hia 
senses, and groaning in bis spirit, he longed again for Elsie. 
Then he set about imagining what would have been his own 
feelings had it been his own daughter who was going through 
such an ordeal as he now was witness to. " Ha !" said he tc; 
himself " I only wish that the hand which smote that rascal- 
lious cheek had been as heavy as Elshie's. He woulcl feel it 
waim now, and remember Pine Orchard to the end of his liie. 
But, there now, these savages are skinning that deer, 
which fairly belonged to me ; and which, if my heart tells 
me true, they shall not live to eat. Three shots in Peg would 
settle the question ; but, unhke the Pegs of the Yankees, 
mine, like Anshela^ can speak but once at a time, and I am 
slow at loading." 

Apart from the place where the bower and the fire were 
built, the red men were busy skinning the deer which they 
had succeeded in kilhng ; while the man who had appeared 
so suddenly, stood as sentinel near the lady. There was great 
nervousness displayed in his movements at times, and an un- 
certainty in his step, which could not be hidden from any ob- 
server. All at once he came forward to the side of the pros- 
trate captive, calling out a full name which Martin did not 
catch. " I have a plan, Margaret, that I will lay before you, 
and choose." 

^'Kiskataam! KiskataamI" was again shrieked out by the 
feeble prisoner, with a vehemence which brought to her that 
sedate chieftain, who, like all of his race, was not easily thrown 
from his self possession; "Indian, take me under your care. 
Have pity on a poor helpless girl, take ^e back to the river, 
I will find my way to the ship. Good Kiskataam, you have 
had young squaws of your own forced away by the Senecas, 
and they were retunied to you. You told me of them when 
you sat beside me in the big canoe. Take me back. The 
red soldier will make you king of the Six Nations if you re- 
lease his daughter." 

The Indian rose to his full height, showing more emotion 
than conmion in his countenance and voice as he slowly said, 

" Does the Panther have pity when he has the Fawn in his 
mouth?" 

There was evident bitterness in his words. Why should 
the FaWn seek pity from the Panther when the Lion has come 
to her protection ? 
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** The Fawn, as you have been pleased to call me, would 
rather trust the Panther than the Wolf. The Lion I would 
trust. Alas ! that I should see any bearing the emblem of 
the lion, becoming more cruel than the cowardly dog." 

This last was said in an undertone which evidently was in- 
tended for the one who took it up in anger, which shot from 
his eyes in flashes of revenge. 

" The Lion," continued the Indian, " would raise the Fawn 
in his hall of greatness." 

" And then give me over to be devoured by the wolves. 
No, Indian, protect me or not, as you please ; but hear me, I 
would rather have my poor body destroyed by the meanest 
reptile that lives in these wilds, than be possessed for an hour 
by the Lucifer who has betrayed his friend." 

The man, whom we shall henceforth call Clifford, had stood 
with his arms folded during the conversation, wishing to be 
regarded as calm, but this last stroke made him turn himself 
aside as if he felt afraid of showing his feelings of growing 
pasdon. 

" Indian has a beautiful wigwam," said Kiskataam, when he 
saw that the white man had moved out of earshot — " Indian 
built it for his squaw, that would come from the rising to the 
setting sun. Wigwam beside the clear lake where the trees 
grow thick, and the leaves shine in the glittering light. 
The Fawn would hide in the darkest spot. &skataam would 
bring the flawers of the cloves to deck her hair, and the 
softest skins for her bed." 

The astonished lady could scarcely believe but that the 
whole was a dream, and her amazement was so great, that 
she could not make any reply otherwise than by her looks, 
which the quick perception of this other tormentor easily in- 
terpreted ; whether he was sincere or not in his daring pro- 
position will never be fully proven, but in the present in- 
stance turning his fawning tones into keen sarcasm he con- 
tinued : 

" Has not the Fawn said she wished to run upon the moun- 
tains, and along the streams that flow down their feet ? Did 
she not sigh to see the brooks, that blue eyes never looked 
into until her own gazed therein, as she said the first squaw 
did iq the white man's paradise." 

" Oh ! distress me not with my romantic folly. All was 
beautiful in fency, but it is terrible in reality. Sad is my 
fete. The victim of both the red and the white man." 

*' But the Fawn has not yet seen the place where the milk- 
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white deer run tame, led by the youtig squaws to the wig- 
wam door. She has not fed the young eaglets fluttering m 
their nest. There are bird-songs too in the forest that the Fawn 
■would love to hear. Soft skins of the bear, and the beaver, 
of the fox and the catamount, which Kiskataam has tanned 
with his own hand. On these would the Fawn sleep, and 
dreani ; she would forget her troubles, and not be afraid of 
the Wild Wolf any more." 

The Indian began this long description in the uncertain 
tones of half reproach, but ended in the soft mellow sounds 
with which his race speak in their times of sadness or of en- 
treaty. Nature is imitated by them, and is successful at 
times in evil. 

" Kiskataam," said the enraged lady, " do you mean what 
your words imply ? Have you stolen, me away for 
yourself or for another ? Come forward Clifford, and tell 
me whether you mean me to be the wife of an English sol- 
dier or the squaw of an Indian chief ? for it seems I must 
choose between being in Howard Castle, or plant corn beside 
the Susquehanna. Clifford ! Clifford !" and the rocks rang 
with the sound of his name. He was at her side in an in- 
stant. 

" I was," said the lady, " a moment since ready to have 
trusted the Indian rather than you. I confide in none of 
you. Your minion there seeks to preserve a separate suit of 
his own. He is as mean as some white men are, and betrays 
his friend by seeking to carry off the victim." 

" By this time the two associates in guilt were confronting 
each other, with those looks .of hate which traitors put on 
when found out. So long as each of these caitiffs could make 
an instrument of his companion, in accomplishing a selfish end, 
blandness and generousness were the features of their inter- 
course ) but now the disguise nad fallen, at least from the In- 
dian, and the man Clifford felt mortified at being made the 
dupe of one he called a barbarian. With his ears still ring- 
ing of treachery, charged upon him by one that seemed ftdly 
to know him, and who so defied him, he was in no mood to 
take an insult from any third person. He was only too glad 
to find one object on whom to wreak his vengeance. 

"You Indian dog!" was the first word he could utter 
in quivering passion through his teeth. " How dare you come 
between me and mine. Have I not pledged my word of 
honor to pay you ?" 

Here Clifford stopped short suddenlv. seeing that the ln^" 

2* ^ 
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was watching the coming word. She felt that she had gained 
apoint in setting her two enemies against each other. 
Whoever lost, she could be in no worse hands ; so rousing 
herself up, she stood prq)ared for the smallest chance of 
escape ; and also, for knowing all that concerned herself. 
But the suppressed sentence which would have revealed 
something was lost ; and the burst of passion ended as it be- 
gan, with " Indian dog I" Clifford was choked with rage. 

*' English fox hold Ms nose to the ground ;" was the bitter 
retort of Kiskataam. At the same moment he was handling 
his tomahawk, which hung at his girdle, in rather a sinister 
manner. The Englishman showed nothing of the coward, but 
the sight seemed rather to swell him out to larger dimen- 
sions ; and, without even vet discovering that he had any 
weapons of defence about him, he stepped up nearer to the 
red man, demanding the object of this show of fight. 

"Does the Indian chief seek war? Blood is sweet to the 
Panther just now. Would he fondle the Fawn? would he 
carry her to the beautiful lake away by the Susquehanna ?" 

Au of this was uttered in that mingled bitterness of sar- 
casm and anger which the English people know so well 
how to give to any enemy when they wish to provoke him to 
do a desperate act. 

" The Panther loves to wony the Wolf," was the no less 
determined reply of the Indian, .who stood his ground with 
ec^usl courage to the other ; and Martin, watching the result 
with an almost breathless interest, bent over the whole scene, 
without thinking for a moment that were his presence 
known, it would turn the anger of both these men upon him- 
self. The lady, with an equal interest, forgot her captivity, 
waiting for the crisis of the present "affair. 

"The Panther would worry the Wolt^— ha! and lick the 
Pawn's blood at his leisure: a dainty meall He must fight 
first with long teeth. The Wolf, as you would have me to 
be, has got snapping jaws :" and with that the elick of a 
large pistol was heard in the hand of Clifford ; nor was his 
crest m the least degree, at this moment, like the wolf, but 
terrible as a real soldier appears in the time of danger. 

Kiskataam seemed undecided, but it was not the inde- 
cision of fear, for his eyes glanced fire, though not a muscle 
of his face seemed to move, except in that nervous rapi<nty 
which is more like the stream of electric fire that runs over 
a cloud before the storm breaks, making the beholder wait 
tiilM^iHMisly for the glancing lightning and the report, than 
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anything in human action. The true savage stoad with 
hand on the tomahawk, watching the eye of his opponent,- and 
wheelmg in a twinkling, he hurled, the weapon in the direc- 
tion of the lady,, grazing her head, so that the knot which 
held her hair, was cut asunder ; but passing her, it lodged in 
the tree against which Martin was leaning ; and by which 
he was watching the transaction so near to him. 

The occurrence was the doing of a moment. All, with the 
exception of the actors, were confounded ; and by the time 
they had recovered from their surprise, an event was taking 

f>lace which diverted the attention from the design of the 
ndian. 



CHAPTER III. 

A HARVEST FEAST. 

" If Roger is my Joe, he kens hiroser 

For sic a tale I never heard blin tell, 

lie glowers and ^ighs, an<l I can guess the cause, 

But MTha's obliged to giiecis his huins and haws, 

Wheu'er he likes to tell his m'.nd inair plain, 

I'll tell hiin frankly, ne'er to do't again/' 

^ KAMdAY*8 PaTIC AND ROORR. 

Elsie Schuyler was an only child, a rare thing among 
the Holland Dutch, which rendered her more the coirfpanion 
of her father than she would otherwise have been, Iiad he 
had sons to bnng up and lean upon in his old age. Of strong 
will, clear. mind, and a pious spirit, her actions were pr()in])t 
and fearless, as her father^s were slow and uncertain. With 
his daughter beside him, Martin seemed as if her soul stirred 
and naoved his body. He thought immediately as she did, 
and with all his strength he set to the fullilling her desire. 
Yet he nfever would have understood the man who would 
have ventured to tell him he had no mind of his own, nor 
could Elsie have known any thing of controlling the action of 
her parent. 

In truth, even with her strong will, she had been all her 
life under great moral restraint. Her education would have 
been regarded as deficient in New York ; but such as it wa^, 
the grand end of all education was gained by her in prudent 
sell^ontrol, rapidity of thought in times of emergency, and 
fearlessness of action when danger required it to be met. All 
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of these essential elements were the result of training, which 
had no plan in it, but grew out of the nature and habit of 
the worthy parents, who taught her the usual course of read- 
ing in the Bible and the learning of the real orthodox Heid- 
elburgh Catechism. Though she spoke the vernacular low 
Dutch of the region where she lived, yet it was the ambition 
of the parents that their daughter should also speak the 
English tongue, and she was accordingly sent to a school 
where the English Bible and other books were read. This, 
as she grew up, was of immense advantage to her on account 
of the intercourse she could have with other parts of the 
colony, where more could be learned than on the sides of the 
mountains. Elsie had every year smce she was sixteen paid 
an annual visit to her friends in Albany, and even New York ; 
for the Schuylers and the Van Cortlandts were not too 
proud to have their country cousins visit them in the cities, 
whenthey had such fine opportunities of returning these cour- 
tesies among the hills and the vaJes of the Kaatskills. 

It was in this school that the daughter of Martin Schuvler 
was fitted for life in any home where Providence might • 
place her, though it suited the plan of both father and 
mother better, that some of the young farmers of the region 
should come in, and be a son to them in their old age. There 
were many qualities in Elsie which other circumstances would 
have developed, and she had already acquired habits of 
thought, of feeling, and of manners, which no new training 
could have possibly repressed. Her mind, and modes of 
thinking and acting, could haVe been polished to a supeiior 
power. She would have been more fascinating in her smile, 
softer in her voice, have had a smoother rhythm in language, 
have trod the soil with a daintier tread, and moved around 
her father's house with less noise. But then the rocks and the 
hills were rough on which she stepped, and the doors, the 
painted floors, and the big. jambs of those rooms, were not 
after city patterns. It was rather the house of th^ Boerraan 
than the palace of the Stadtholder of Amsterdam, that Mar- 
tin had lived so long in, and where Elsie had been brought 
up. She was a true-hearted young woman, who had neither 
been allowed to waste her existence in the seclusion of a 
country life, where much ignorance and rudeness have so cov- 
ered the genuine precious stone that its polish and beauty 
have never come out ; nor had she been sent to the city and 
so ground down upon the wheel of fashion that not a streak 
of truth remained either on face or person. The man of the 
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world, possessed of tact and havinf]^ an insight of human 
character, would have <'hosen her, like a learned lapidary, 
as a precious stone capable of the highest lustre ; and had 
Martin seen his Elsie in the big lialls of the Van Rensselaers, 
he would liave wondered, after asking where that young 
vrow came from, to hear that she was the gem of his own 
mountain farm. 

On the night of our history Elsie was down in'the Bught — a 
peculiar piece of land which lies in a bend, or " bight" of the 
river — where there was a husking-bee, which brought all the 
young people of the country together, from the West Camp 
to the Van Bergen patent. Fun and frolic were in full 
force. In the large, sloped-roof bara sat groups of lads ahd 
lassies, among bundles of corn-stalks, out of which they 
were stripping the yellow treasure, and throwing it into 
bushel baskets, which some o}d men were removing as fast 
as they were filled. This active business did not hinder 
the tongues of all from going, only as Dutch tongues can. 
But it would have defied the most learned philologist that 
ever studied at Babel, to have followed that modern confu- 
sion. It was not the numbers, though thei^e must have been 
a hundred, nor was it the harsh guttural ughs^ that sounded 
underneath, like the soughing of the wind in a storm ; nor 
was it tlie sharp shots which flew so that the blood rose t(^ 
the faces of some of both sexes, as red gleams pass between 
travelling clouds j .but it was all three, and in addition 
there was what no community in the broad continent can 
produce except on the North River, and only on the west side 
running for fifty miles, viz., a mixture of French, Low 
Dutch and German, so combined that it would have put 
either Frenchman, Dutchman or German to utter confusion. 
It seemed literally as if jaw bones were thrown, across the 
bam, till they struck against each other in the whirlwind 
which lifted them into the air. 

Still all was not uproar, and even that seeming confusion 
had nothing of the keen wiriness which other nations exhibit 
in their frolics when a man knocks his neighbor down through 
pure love of fun, when his over-good sweetness, turns so 
suddenly into vinegar. Here and there among that busy 
throng were small, quiet parties, who enjoyed themselves. 
Hearts were drawn nearer, and lips followed, as a matter of 
course. Experience can sit anywhere, feeling composed and 
self-possessed, while the vulgar mind is sure to be attracted 



88 THE DUTCH IX)MIKIE. 

by the least sound or sight which may occur outside of 
themselves. 

" Ha ! ha I Jerry, are you there ? Show your wrists -to the 
folks here. What makes you look so red in the face, you 
spalpeen ?" 

^ What should make me show my wrists any more than 
you an empty pocket. Mexican pillars can save a Sabbath- 
breaker's conscience. Ha ! who is red in the face now ?"* 

These rude allusions were made by two rough-looking 
youths to some recent piccadilloes in which they had been 
both engaged, but the one having money could pay the fine 
imposed, while the other, being poor, had to stand three hours 
in the stocks in front of the church door— -a species of punisli- 
ment which had been imported from the mother country, and 
which was regarded as a great disgrace. Sabbath-breaking 
is one of the crimes ; no one is suffered to ride except to 
church, only *' It shall be lawful for the Post, or anjr other 
person in his Majesty's service ; or to bring a Physitian or 
Mydwife." Such is- tlie law of the colony, 

" Jerry had quite a crowd around him outside the kerke 
door ; more than the Dominie had inside." This was put in 
by a great laughing lout of a fellow, who made the rafters 
ring with his own approval. 

" You had better look to yourself, Dirck Dietrick. There 
are worse things than the jugges in these times," said the 
goaded Jerry, who was in no mood to be tormented while 
his wrists were glowing with the iron rings. *' There are 
stone jugges, where some folks would be if they got their 
own." 

" Don't be angry," was the mellowing response of Dirck ; 
" for the Dominie said, after you went away, that he believed 
good came out of it. He preached all the better for your 
example." 

"Aye," said Jerry, "just as some folks would be better 
whigges if a cowboy were tied at the koort-house door every 
mommg." 

" Come, come, no more of dat," said old Tobias, the good 
Boerman, in whose bam they all sat ; " we have no more of 
dat ; come and eat de sheeps, and de bearen, and de chicken, 
and drink de rum and de cider." 

In a Qomer, away from the most roystering of the com- 
pany, sat Elsie, along with a few of the best class of young 
persons. Both sexes regarded Elsie as a superior person, 
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and were never too familiar in their approaches. Such as, 
like herself, had relatives in the large towns, or who had ini- 
proved themselves hy the best company whom they could 
iind, were usually found near Martin Schuyler's daughter, 
and were fond of quotinjoj her as an authority. Among the 
young men was Tenuis Roe, who had, either by accident or 
affinity of disposition, found himself side by side with Elsio 
upon several occasions of public gatherings; and he had not 
been an entire stranger at the Hoogenhuisen in former *days. 
Indeed there was a time when old Egbert Roe and Martin 
Schuyler w^ere sworn fiiends and brothers. Biit, oh I that 
-weary war ! it had proved what they had often heard the 
Dominie say : " De vader zal tegen den zooii verdeeld zijn en 
de zoon tagen den vader." 

This wjis literally the case, for Tennis in his heart was 
Whig, and his father was in his heart a Tory. It was the 
son against the father, and the father against the son, and 
both in the same house, sworn foes, but as yet in part secret. 
For so lon^ as Tennis had to remain at home he must keep 
his principles to himself. His peculiar and hard case was 
fully understood by Elsie, though not by Martin, and con- 
sequently the intimacy of the two families was broken up, 
so f ir that there was no longer any interchange of visits, 
once so pleasant in the long winter nights, between the old 
people ; nor was there the same liberty felt by the young folks 
themselves when they met. The actual position of Teunis 
was fathomed easily by Elsie, but with tact and delicacy she 
avoided all allusions to the public affairs of the country. She . 
never inquired after the reason of his absences, yet seemed 
to expect him to embrace such occasions as the present for 
meetmg her, and talking over local matters, of which there 
was always a sufficient stock on hand. 

" You were not at the wedding of Peggy Wolfin on Fri- 
day lust," said Teunis, as he took up a large stalk of corn, 
balancing it on his right thumb-nail, as if he cared but littlf 
whether he husked any more that night or not. " You were 
expected to stand as bride?s-maid, and there was some disap- 
pointment you may be sure.'' , 

These last words were uttered in a low tone, which the 
heart, if inclined, is sure to feel ; and the damsel had. not a 
heart of stone. 

'* These are not times, you know. Tennis, for young rirls 
to go much alone, and my father had heard somethiiig which 
made him more than usually afraid of my going out. Indeed/ 
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I am here just now more on my mother's leave than on his. 
Do you not think these are hard times to marry ?" 

" That depends, Elsie, upon whether both be of one mftid ; in 
some things imiou is strength : and two sticks tied together 
are stronger than the same two sticks taken separately." 
Tennis here threw the ear of corn into the basket, just as 
Elsie cast one in at the same place ; ^nd then laughing at the 
conjunction, asked the maiden whether she would like to gee 
how the two lay in the basket, heads or thraws. 

" O, you may look if you please," said Elsie, half blushing ; 
" Nelly Schutt there, would take that to be as certain as the 
good book, but " 

" See, there they are lying side by side, as cozy as two kit- 
tens," said Tennis, as he held down the basket to the candle ; 
and to tell the truth, woman's curiosity, or something else, 
inclinM Elsie this time, as before, to look and laugh at the 
folly of the sign. 

" There now," said Tennis, " is a quarrel getting up between 
these onwijzen." 

" Tennis, mind what the Dominie says : he that calleth his 
brother fool — ^you know the rest." 

" I know, Elsie ; but what can you call that Dick Deid- 
richt but a fool ; hear how he is provoking Jerry to bring up 
matters which should be kept out of our homes, and flom 
these friendly gatherings. I must go and keep them quiet." 

And off he moved ; but before he had time to put in a 
word, Tobias was giving out the bill of fare, in his own pe- 
culiar manner, which had the same happy influence upon 
Dutch blood, that the smell of good dinners has upon hungry 
dogs, and hungry princes or princesses ; for animal nature 
during a time of hunger is much the same in the quadruped 
and the biped. 

It would require more words than can be spared, to de- 
scribe a supper among the honest Dutch on the Hudson River. 
They must have inherited their liking from their ancestors on 
the Scheldt, and in the Low Countries ; where the sturdy 
Boerman, after working in the deep bogs, came home to his 
vrow and fed heartily and slept it off. And, imitating the 
burgomaster of the place, on his great occasions, he too called 
in his " Vrenden en de geburen en bringt het gemeste kalf 
en stagt het ; en laat ons eten en vrolijk zijn." 

The old Hollander was very orthodox, and in killing the 
^tted calff and being in a vrolicke — (Anglic^, meny). He 
was never hurt hy a good supper. B.e \«k.7 ^\ \\i^ ^a^ier^ 
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like an old Roman on his couch, that the citadel was well 
provisioned. It would be an interesting history to tell all 
that lay on the vast table, made of doors taken from their 
hinges, and covered with linen sheets, on which lay piles of 
meat in huge wooden dishes; not carefully selected, the one 
animal from the other, but the bear and the cow were to- 
gether, and the chicken and the rabbit were on the same plate. 
Equal hillocks of bread stood ready to be distributed by tlie 
bustling fat hostess, who moved aroimd as we have seen a 
Dutch scow among other craft, coming square up against one 
and another, till she succeeds in laying a portion equally as 
large as Benjamin's share, before each guest. She repeated 
these acts of kindness to the end of the feast ; every now and 
again urging them to partake ; saying to one, " You don't 
like our victuals, Jake." " Take up the leg of that turkey 
and send it with the rest, Tim.' *' No^v, Elsie, eat till you 
burst ; I wish you may." " No ting like good victuals." 

She did not mean all she said, but she intended to do her 
best at being hospitable ; and being among her own kind of 
people^ it was a satisfaction just to see her good natured look 
as she surveyed the ample table, with her guests devouring 
fsLT more than all the worth of the labor they had performed , 
but it would be so rich to tell afterward, that she had cooked 
two more sheep, killed five more turkeys, and twenty more 
chickens than dame Languendyck ever did. Besides, every 
one had at least a yard of sausage put on his plate, a pound 
of rolichie ; cabbage and onion, apples and cider, all came on 
just as if they had not eaten anything for a month. Never 
were a company more unfit, according to city notions, of 
taking themselves to the ball-room ; but the spirit of these 
folks was just rising. The plentiful draughts of cider and 
brandy which were drank, without injury to the perpen- 
dicular position of the guests, helped to carry them through 
the eontra-dances, without being hindered by their abdominal 
gravity. The barn floor, during the supper, had been cleared 
by the negroes, who always worked with right good will 
when there was to be — gezang en het geric — music and 
dancing ; and even the good Dominie would stand at the 
door and see his children vrolieke. All was full of glee and 
merriment, and fairly on the way to a happy ^teiTnination, 
when old Fred, the head man of Tobias, came rushing into 
the middle of the floor, his jaws chattering, and his face tlio 
Golor of his grey head, screaming and acting aa aluw^LlVc-WYx^ 
be supposed to act, under a black skin and Atfic^Lii ^e^Uw^^' 
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Not a word conld be got from him except the soimd " Vuur 
en sulfur — Gog en de Magog. Ingen barbareen." These 
words came out in the form of squeals and grunts, more than 
like human speech. 

Of course all amusement came to a close at this sudden 
apparition, for while some declared that Fred had seen a 
geest, others a spook, some had, with more presence of mind, 
run to the door, and coming back announced the tidings, 
more alarming than anything of the witching-kind, that the 
vuur teeken on the BLeekute wks in a blaze. This was the 
acknowledged beacon of warning, and was like the fiery cross 
of the Scottish clans, the gathered signal in approaching dan 
ger. The combustible material had been brought together 
early in the summer, and was in fine fitness for the torch. 
An onset was expected from the west, as already referred to, 
and now that the glare was reflected from the sky, the yells 
of the Indians almost sung already in the eai-s of the hel{>less 
and the cowardly. What added to the anxiety and uneasi- 
ness of the occasion, many were known to be secretly friendly 
to the savages, now near at hand, and were mingUng with 
the very persons whose lives would be sought out with as 
much horror and fiendish delight as was usu5 on such occa- 
sions. All the company prepared to go ; some to their homes, 
and others to the general rendezvous. 

Elsie, with the rest, had risen in the moment of surprise, 
and aftei' looking to the Keekute on the river-bank, she turned 
her eyes to the west in search of the hill above Hoogenhuisen ; 
and there, too, rose up the great flame, like a fiery tonsue 
speaking to heaven for relief. Her heart smote her tor bemg 
in the midst of pleasure at such a time ; while without utter- 
ing a single word, except a low whisper to Tennis, who stood 
waiting her will, though he had spoken not a word. 

" De tijd is nabij; laat ons van Mer gaan^ Tennis ?" 

" I am beside thee, Elsie, and am ready. Meet me at the 
outside of the big poorte. I shall be there with the horses ;" 
. and without a word more, he was off on his errand. 

Elsie w^as soon out and mounted on her sheepskin saddle, 
and was carefully adjusting her toot into the iron, preparing 
for a sharp gallop, when, without looking up, she said in low, 
but somewhat agitated tone of voice, " Tennis, there is no 
need of your protection just now. The road is good, the 
ni^ht clear, and filly is sure-footed." 

Had the young man been struck by some unseen hand, the 
effect could not have stupefied him niore than these word«, 
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which he interpreted into something like a suspicion of his 
honor. He had not repovered himself yet when Elsie con- 
tinued : 

'* And now there is the less need of your proteccion, for 
npon my word there is Rover come out to meet me. Oh, 
something bad must have happened. He has eitlier been sent 
hither by my mother, or his own instinct has brought him to 
warn me beforehand ; and without another word, in the 
agitation of her spirit, she struck her pony a sharp stroke 
with. her whip. Tennis, true to his Dutch nature, while fry- 
ing to open his mouth for an explanation, was left on the 
road beside his impatient horse, who would hardly allow the 
master time to mount on his back. But once there, he gal- 
loped after Elsie with the fury of passion arouteed, and came 
up easily to the leader before the end of the first mile. Once 
alongside of the eager damsel, he called out in nervous 
earnestness : 

^^ Elsie ! Elsie ! why in such haste ? I want you to tell me 

if you"- 

. ** Be <^uick, Tennis," said the hurried girl, as she held in 
the pantmg animal, " for you see that doggie there running 
before me is saying, as plainly as he can speak, ' the Tories 
have your old &ther by the tliroat, and the Indians swinging 
your mother's scalp by the grey hair.* Oh, Tennis, do not 
stop me ^ust now." 

And with that, she struck her horse once more, giving him 
rein, so that it was with difficulty that her follower could 
keep up with her, though well mounted himself, and holding 
a capital bridle hand for a colonist and a dull Dutchman ; as 
all the Englishmen were accustomed to speak of every one 
but fox-hunters who pretended to ride. 

" The Tories are not so cruel as you take them to be, Elsie ; 
but tell me if you have any suspicion of my putting a straw 
in the way of hurting " — ^he was going to say Elsie, but he ' 
changed it to *' any of the volke of Hoogenhuisen ?" 

" No Tennis, no, you would not with your own hand, I 
know ; I could pledge myself for you, but there are" 

*' There are more Tories than Tennis Roe, you would say, 
Elsie. I thank you for the confidence you place at least in 
me, though you almost called me by a name I am not deserv- 
ing of: But Tory or not, the hand that is raised against 
Elsie Schulyer is aimed against a heart not far fironl her." 

" Thank you, thank you. That is all I can say just now ; 
I was going to say something about our not being seen to- 
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► gether at such meetmgs as we have come from, but there is no 
time for anything but action. See how the sky is glowing 
all around us ; and, O mine Goden, why am I away from thie 
side of my fader and my moder ?" 

By this time they had rode at least three miles, and in fif^ 
teen minutes more they would see, from a small hill, whal 
was the state of things at Hoogenhuisen ; for the fear all the 
time in Elsie's mind was, that the mansion had been fired, 
and that the blaze they saw reflected overhead was not the 
signal, but the dwelling. This made her spare neither horse 
nor lierself, till finding that the faithful creature required a few 
minutes to breathe, she slackened her pace, and began by 
saying : 

'* You see. Tennis, that I am now near home, and it will 
bring trouble on you, on us both, if we be seen together on 
such a night as this. Let us part now. Part here till this 
weary war be over ; and then" 

" And what then ?" said the eager youth. " Shall I come 
back then to be rejected for my cowardice at this hour, in 
leaving you in danger of being scalped, that I might save 
myself from disgrace at home? No, Elsie; I am a man, 
though I have not stood out for my country yet, as others 
have done ; and I have a man's heart that would not suffer a 
hair of any woman's head to be hurt by those savages, could 
I liinder it with my hand. Least of all would I stand back 
and see a foul finger put on your fair skin; so help me 
God !" 

The tears started into Elsie's eyes at this burst of passion, so 
gratifying to her kindly nature ; and, struggling with herself, 
she endeavored to give Ruch a reply as might not betray her 
real sentiments; though the more she repressed them; the 
more they overcame her ; so dashing forward at a rapid pace, 
they stood looking from the hill toward Hoogenhuisen, when 
both at once exclaimed — " It is the teeken vuur I the teeken 
vuur I" 

" God be thanked," said Elsie ; " my poor parents are safe 
yet, and my father on his waakt toren : Now, Tennis, you 
have come as far as it is safe for you to be. When these 
times are over, I will think of this night." 

She held out her hand as the parting signal. The hand 
trembled, and all the more that Tennis held it longer than a 
mere good night would require. When he found words, he 
said: 

" Do not forbid me to come, before these dark days are 
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©ver. You know where my ieelings are, where my desire 
is at this moment." 

Elsie interrupted him by saying, "This is no time for feel- 
ing, but for convictions ; and where duty calls, the Dominie 
says we should be : mine is now to be on the waakt toren 
alongside of my father.. Go you where your conscience 
points." 

"Mine is also on the watch-tower; and to-morrow, if I 
have heard aright, shall decide the fate of more than one." 

" Tennis, do not tell me of anything you have heard be- 
low, for I cannot tell you in- confidence any of our concerns : 
so God guide us both, and save the righteous cause." 

And with these words she gave her impatient horse the 
reins, and off she started, as if mounted on a deer, and was 
out of sight in a moment, before her agitated companion had 
time to recover himself. 

However, Teunis, instead of obeying the mandate to go 
back, slipped from his horse, tyin^: hini bcneajth a tree, a little 
way distant from the road, and taking a near path to Hoogen- 
huisen, was at the* door watchinir the movements of the in- 
mates with great earnestness, He had his fears that all was 
not ri^ht. He was well aware how much both Martin 
and his fearless daughter were dreaded and hated by the 
Tories ; so he resolved to become their secret protector. 
How far this. was the result of feeling or conviction, he did 
not stop to inquire. It was enough that he had heard dark 
hints, secret cabalings ; and that ho knew the Indians 
were on the hills, waiting the proj^er moment, when their 
friends would give the signal. The teeken vuur, or signal fire, 
showed that the Whigs Avere somewhat aware of their 
danger ; still it was with a beating heart as Elsie felt, that he 
saw the dog Rover by the side of his mistress : all the super- 
stition of his nature aided in making him afraid. Nor were 
his suspicions set at rest, as the sagacious animal passed him 
again without recognition, going straight to the side of a 
rock, and giving a slight but earnest whine, as if seeking for 
something which he had lost in the dark. At that moment an 
object glided like a ghost, through the barn-yard toward 
a corner, where it remained in the stillest quiet, more as a 
shadow seemed than a body moving. Had the moon been up 
at the time, the watcher would have expected a man to have 
followed, but neither sound was heard, nor form seen, though 
the eyes of Teunis were fixed with painful interest upon the 
place. 
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"Some one must be watching here as well as myself; I 
must see the end of this ; for it cannot be for good that any 
one is here at this hour." But then he thought within himself 
of how Martin Schuyler would scowl were he to meet liiiu 
in his yard, at this hour of the night. " I must see the end 
of this. Something is out of its place here, and my ]i(.»)p 
may be of use to my friends ; and if I prove myself to be :i 
friend indeed, I may get farther into a corner of the old 
man's heart." 



CHAPTER IV. 



THE EESCUE. 



7%s ChaUenge: " How say ye to my sonl, flee as a bird to your mountain?'* 
The Anewer: " The Lord is in heaven."— Psalms. 

In the meantime Elsie had been seeking for her parents 
all through the house, calling to them in a low voice as she 
went from room to room with ti beating heart. Finding all 
in silence, and the very bed of her mother empty and cold, 
she was now certain that some enemy was abroad. Care- 
iully gliding, lest some spy might perceive her, she reached 
the rear of the dwelling, where was the hiding-place, or, as 
it was known in Dutch, xhe verborgenheid, which she entered 
and found the anxious Angelica waiting for her, 

"I am afraid," said the anxious wife and mother, "dat 
somewhat ill has taken place. De teeken vuur has been 
blazing below at Overpaugh's all the nicht. De niggers heve 
all crept into bed, and den Rover snuffles round de bam-yard 
as if he kent mair dan he spok." 

Elsie did not give utterance to her own superstitious fears 
about the dog, but turning aside her mother's thoughts from 
her present fanciful notions, she inquired into the reality. 
Where was her father, and who could have kindled the 
teeken vuur on their own hill ? 

Angelica only answered with groans, for of, that she was 
herself ignorant, and saw in the lighting of the signal certain 
destruction. 

" Mammy, lie you here and I will go to daddy. Some 
friend is at hand to aid, and more will be here soon. No 
4jnemy would kindle the teeken vuur. Lie still and trust." 
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The brave girl was giving encouragement when she needed 
strength hereelf, for the dark night and the wild road were 
sufficient to alarm an old soldier or an old hunter ; but it is 
questionable if either of them would have gone forth at mid- 
day with more cheerfulness than she went out under the stars, 
since duty to her father demanded her presence. Now she 
thouglit of how she had dismissed Tennis, whose company 
.would have been a pleasure and a protection. It was too 
late to regret, so she set about the necessary apparel for such 
a journey as she must take. While engaged in this, her 
ear caught sounds of retreating footsteps in the rear of 
the house, and on moving to that part she felt some- 
thing fall at her feet. Groping in the dark, her hand 
touched a* paper, which she knew must have been put there 
by some one out of the family, so carrying it to the most 
secluded corner of the house she lighted a candle and read: 

Fear whispers : 

" night and shade, 
How are ye joined with hell in triple knot, 
Against the unarmed weakness of one virgin 
Alone and helpless." 



Courage calls : 



" Virtue may be assailed, 
But not enthralled : 
Surprised, but never hurt." 



"Strange man! Are you around, restless spirit ? How 
I wish that I either knew more or less about you than I do. 
I tremble for myself when near you, and yet you fascinate 
me with that eye at times ; but, oh !* it burns my cheek to 
meet it. Surely those eyes must be the furnaces of some 
smoldering lire on the brain. They have jujlowed so for a 
month past that they seemed more like the aii*-holes in a 
coal-pit, when the wind blows fierce at night, than the eyes 
of a human being. What terrible passion has made him now 
like a wild beast, roaming all night and watching all day. lie 
could tell me something of what is going on, but I dare not 
seek him, but guess. There is danger, but I may go on my 
errand. Why not speak it out ?" 

Crawling through a secret passage she reached the open 
ground, where, cautiously looking round, she gave out a 
sound like chick-d-dee, chicJc-a-dee^ when Rover came to her 
side in a fondling manner, which she returned gently. He 
said, as plainly as he could : " I am at your service ;" while 
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she, putting down her hands to his head, seized his jgws be- 
tween her fingers, pressing them so that, if possible, they came 
more closely together. The dumb animal seemed to under- 
stand that he must be silent as well as speechless, for all through 
that night not a sound escaped from him. 

Elsie, swift as a deer, and now as fearless, urged her way 
under the star-light. Rover ahead, trotting with his tail up 
proudly, coming back now and then to receive the encourage- 
ment which his mistress never failed to bestow upon him, 
passing her kind hand along his back ; nor was it long before 
she reached the place of appointment on the South Moun- 
tain. On the same large, slanting rock, where her feither- 
had sat an hour before waiting for her, she leaned to rest 
herself. Rover had left her at this point, and though she 
called the secret chiok-a-dee, she heard only the echo of her 
own voice, but not flie reply of her father. She expected that 
Rover would in this way bring them together. Growing 
impatient, she rose and took another position, where she saw 
for the first time the fires which blazed red and clear. In 
her present high excitement all her motions, mental as well as 
of body, were rapid, so that it did not occupy her long in com- 
prehending the whole, the moment she noticed the peculiar wig- 
wams, and the different figures moving p the Hght. The bower 
in the centre was as yet a mystery which her keen spiiit was 
not long in penetrating. She had come up close to the very 
place where her father was watching so intently, when that 
quarrel we have already recorded was commencing between 
the chief Indian and the Englishman ; and seeing a figure 
standing between her and the light, she was not a moment 
in deciding it to be the one she was seeking. Taking hold 
of his arm, she whispered in his ear : 

" Ben't vreest niet " — ^Be not afraid ; — ^for Martin trembled 
more than he had done at any previous part of the night ; but 
soon recovering himself, he felt doubly strong, and was able, 
with his daughter by his side, to withstand any danger. 

" Elshie, see you that poor crying lamishie," were his first 
words, " in the hands, in the teeth of these wolven. A Tory's 
dochter, maybe, but we must save her, with God's help." 

" Patience, daddy, we must wait the right time." Here 
the heroic girl sighed and wished now for the strong hand of 
Tennis. 

The quarrel between Clifford and Kiskataam was becoming 
every moment fiercer and fiercer ; exciting not only the cap- 
tive in the wigwam, but also Martin and his daughter, who^ 
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in their eagerness, were unconsciously drawing nearer to the 
scene of action, tiU they stood behind the tree that grew at 
the very rear of the fraal wigwam. They could have touched 
the captive ; but their attention was absorbed in the conflict. 
Suddenly the Indian threw his tomahawk, aimed at the head 
of the lady, but which struck into the pine trunk behind her. 
Clifford, seizing him by the throat, gave Elsie time to say in * 
Martin's ear : 

"I will take the lady to the North Mountain. Stay here 
about till her enemies be turned the other way by you and 
Rover ;" and with that counsel, she darted into the bower of 
Ijushes, and whispering, '^ Be not afraid, let us escape," and 
putting her arm through thatof the prisoner, they were out in 
the darkness before the two combatants had risen to their feet. 
Indeed, so intent were they on revenge, that every other pas- 
sion was swallowed up ; and even the object which had cost 
them both such sleepless vigilance, was for the time forgot- 
ten. Rolling on the ground like fierce buffiilo and panther, 
their eyes sent out flashes of deadly hate. Now it was the 
lithe muscle and the quick movements of the red man, that 
was gaining the ascendency ; then it was the firm grip and 
main strength of his enemy. The natural cunning of the 
savage enabled him to wriggle out of the hold which kept 
him down ; but he was no sooner up than Clifford's knowledge 
of the wrestler's art, placed him on his back. 

"Yield I you false villain," were the first words of the 
enraged Englishman. He would have said traitor — but the 
word, as it had been uttered that night, burned on his brain. 
" Yield I and leave this region, or, by Heaven, I will toss 
you over the precipice to the wolves ;" and he shook his vic- 
tim with a force that showed his power. And it might have 
ended as he threatened, had not the artful Shandaagan 
yelled the whoop of his tribe ; which, taking Clifford by sur- 
prise, caused him to raise his head, when he discovered that 
his bird was either feUen or flown. The war-whoop rang 
again from both Indians, in the ears of the flying girls, causing 
the blood of the late captive to curdle in her veins. 

Clifford, when he saw that the lady was not standing where 
he had seen her a few moments before, feared that the toma- 
hawk of the savage had done its work, and he ran in to lift . 
her up ; but not finding her, he rushed about like a madman, 
foaming out all kind^ of avowals. His oaths of fidelity froze 
upon his tongue, and in a measure brought him to his senses, 
when he found that the wily Indian was also out of sight, 

3 
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and might come ^||Pon the lost treasure by himself/ In the 
present state of afiairs between them, no <mance was left for 
him to have a share of the booty, and this maddened him all 
the more ; but the sly Kiskataam, now sure of his revenge, 
and cooler in blood, had already made up his mind and was 
' moving in a track of his own, which would have baffled the 
intellect of a whole regiment of Englishmen, were they on the 
hills pursuing him. Noiselessly he crawled among the tangled 
brushwood, mtending to take a wide circuit, when this inno- 
cent Fawn must be entrapped. Her fear in the dark, her 
ignorance of these regions, and her inexperience of all savage 
iSe, rendered her escape, as he thought, impossible. . He was 
transported in spirit — ^first, in being revenged on Clifford ; 
and next, in having the lady to himself. 

** She shall grind the Indian's com. I will build her a wig- 
wam by the Big Horn, on the island of the crooked Che- 
mung. The squaws of the Great King will wonder after the 
Fawn;" and he smiled in bitter hate. "Big soldier shall 
whimper like a woman." 

Here quietly the cunning savage lay down with his ear to 
the ground, as he had often done on the war path. As for 
Cli^rd, who had by this time lost all track of his company 
whatever, he was running through the woods alone, like one 
possessed of a devil. Shouting loudly, he called the name of 
the lady or of the Indians, as they came to his lips. 

" A thousand pounds for the capture I I will swear to you. 
Miss Margaret. I pledge my word as a man of honor ; by 
my sword as a soldier : only come back and you will be taken 
to New York or " Blere again he would shout in ter- 
ror of himself. The meanest human being he ever saw would 
have been hailed by the proud spirited man with a welcome, 
in preference to wild nature, in all her magnificence. But he 
was there alone, and had neither God nor mankind to com- 
mune with him. 

As yet the two fugitives ^vere out of the net of the fowler. 
Elsie knew the mountain paths as well as her pursuers, and 
had a place in her mind to which she was guiding her help- 
less charge. At the beginning, Margaret — the late captive — 
ran with a speed that sui-prised Elsie ; but it soon was seen 
to be impossible for her to proceed far without help ; and that 
of more aid than one of her sex could afford her. They both 
sat down on a fallen tree, unable to articulate through their 
exertion, when the sound of their pursuer's voice rose again on 
their ear and seemed to be coming to^vard them ; here Elsie 
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took holtl of the lady's arm, and found, to her terror, that 
she had fainted and was falling on the ground. Now was 
the time for the fearless lieart to rise above all enemies. 
Taking the light creature in her arms, she lifted her up, and 
was carrying her onward, when slie heard the rustling of 
the branches behind her. Standing still as the stump she 
leaned on, hoping that the enemy might miss her and pass on, 
what was her astonishment when the words of the Dom- 
inie's last Sunday's text were pronounced quietly and softly, 
" Ik zal hesen gaeil in de micht of de Lord " — ^I will go* in the 
strength of the Lord. 

*' Oh, Tennis Roe !" were the words of the startled Elsie as 
she fell against his manly breast. *** Yon never were more wel- 
come," she whispered, drawing herself back abruptly. 

Tennis had found liis way into the house of Martin, and by 
calling out and knocking around, succeeded in bringing An- 
gelica to him. In him she always had confidence, so that it 
was not difficult to find out the destination of Elsie. He ran 
with an eagerness which proved him to be in earnest. Yet 
he failed to reach the rendezvous in time to aid in the escape, 
though from a short distance he saw father and daughter 
counselling behind the tree. Afraid to meet the old Whig, 
he stood back viewing the struggle on the rock, and the res- 
cue of the lady, by Elsie. He then lost all track of them, and 
but for the fainting of the lady could not have found theni 
at all. 

Between these two guardians the late captive -Was carried 
to a cave, known to the hunters of the mountains, where a 
soft bed was spread for her, of the leaves which lay around 
thick and dry, yielding a not unpleasant fragrance to the 
wearied sleeper, who lay as yet unconcious of the safety of 
her retreat. From her starting and mutteiing, it was evi- 
dent that her dreams were of being pursued and of falling 
into the hands of her persecutors. 
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CHAPTER V. 

DOUBTING CASTLE — GIANT DESPAIE. 

"'Then,* said Mr. Great Heart to Mr. Valiant for Truth, ' thou bast worthily behaved 
thyself ; let ise see thy sword : 

" ' Us^ it is a right good Jerusalem blade. It is ; let me haveone of these blades, with a 
hand to wield it, and skill to use it, and I could venture upon an angel of the high places 
with it.' " 

Old Bdntak* 

Shandaagan had heard Elsie giving the sound of the 
chick-a-dee, and immediately guessed the cause. The stern 
old Boerman of Hoogenhuisen was more' dreaded than any- 
one else on the mountain-side ; and this Indian had been all 
. the previous day skulking around the place as a spy ; but 
knowing the vigilant character of the daughter of the settler, 
he readily concluded she was on the hills. When the chick-a^ 
dee was heard he g^ve an involuntary ugh! for the mys- 
tery of Rover's leaving him in the early part of the night, was 
solved to his dull mind. The Boerman was on the hills him- 
self, and that accounted for the restlessness of the animal, and 
his haste to get away. As we have hinted, he was no 
stranger about the farm-house. From his boyhood he had 
been accustomed to stop there on his way to and from the east, 
passing through Stony Clove, on the road to his native 
lodge. Elsie had not only become an acquaintance, but also 
an object of interest. She was of a nature to deal kindly with 
all, but was sure to show her superior nature toward intru- 
ders ; so that when the deceit of the Indians discovered itself 
in anything, it met a rebuff, unpleasant to a malicious nature 
like Shandaagan's. It was, therefore, as much to gratify 
himself as to serve Kiskataam, that he entered so heartily into 
this enterprise. Revenge for some supposed insult put upon 
him by Martin, years ago, and a secret human liking that he 
had for the company of Martin's daughter — of whom he was 
afraid, but never could pass by — ^fascinated him whenever sho 
cboose to keep him on his way. It was not love, it was not 
hate : it was infatuation, or fascination, that brought him 
wherever she wae; though latterly she would have seen 
oniB of the devil's imps sooner, of her own choice, than hia 
black shadow. ^ 

And if we can suppose one of these same imps as full of 
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malice as they are said to be, with three objects near him, 
and he uncertain as to which he should venture upon first, 
we can have some idea of this low Indian, with fear of his 
chief, malice toward Martin, and his undefinable liking for 
Elsie. The first of the three, at any time presented to his 
senses, would have had the victory. In this state he was 
wandering through the brush, sometimes creeping like the 
snake ; and then, as he thought upon his chances of success, 
he lifted his head high eaough to look around. He was 
well pleased to see the quarrel begin between the two lea- 
ders. It was to him a matter of delight ; so much so, that 
he inwardly hoped both would be killed, and then he would 
make his own bargain with the captive. Watching the pro- 
gress of the combat so intently, he forgot all other things, 
nor was he aroused from his intentness till he heard the fear- 
ful alarm of the two combatants, now separated so strangely. 
He soon understood the cause. The s^me sound had raised . 
up Martin to his full height, within a few rods before him, 
and now revenge gained the mastery; for, coming softly 
behind the Dutchman, who was intently watching the move- 
ments of the two captains, lest they should get upon the track 
of Elsie and her charge, he had lifted Peg to her proper 
position, when he was seized by the strong anus of Shan- 
daagan, and bound in an instant above the elbows, and thrown 
upon his back, with the muzzle of his piece pointing to his 
ear. 

The astonished and grieved man gave a slight groan. A 
thousand daggers passed into his body would have been less 
felt than were the agonies of his spirit. His country, Elsie, 
Angelica, and the poor captive Fawn, all came up before 
him ere his own sad captivity was thought of. But he was 
not devoid of that power of endurance which is found in noble 
natures, allied to true courage, and in his own way he ex- 
pressed it, " Uw wille geschiede " — ^thy will be done. 

" The Hedgehog is smooth and tied," was the significant 
srieer of the Indian, as he gave a quiet chuckle in his throat, 
which indicated more pleasure than the loudest shout of tri- 
umph from a white man ; " the Hedgehog must creep fast." 

This hint was accompanied by a touch of the muzzle of old 
Peg, which Martin knew well was irresistible, no matter iu 
whose hands she was held. Her word was law. 

" Where do you mean me to go, you cowardly redskin ? 
Have I not fed you ? has not Anshela clothed you ? and has 
not Elsie picked the, thorns out of your feet, when you 
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could not move ? and now you bid me walk after you have 
tied my arms with these deer-skin strings. Let me ^o about 
my own business, and be off with you to your miserable hut 
among the ice-beds." 

The red man never gave a sign to all this outburst, which 
intimated the least feeling, except at the recollection of 
Elsie's taking the thorns from his feet. He mtoved from 
leaning on the one foot to the other, as if pain or pleasure 
was seeking the topmost scale ; all his reply was, "The Hedge- 
hog must wait till Brandt comes.'' 

This was the same as if the sentence of death had been 
pronounced upon him ; for the name of that great Mohawk 
had spread terror through the whole western country, from 
the Hudson to Fort Niagara. The Dutchman groaned in 
his spirit, and was troubled ; but after a moment's prayer he 
recovered himself, and whispered, " Ik hen ^ bereid niet alien 
gebonden te worden maar bok te sterven" — I am ready 
ftot only to be bound but also to die. His chief sorrow was 
that he should be absent from his post, at this time when he 
knew that so many were depending upon his vigUancc in 
lighting the teeken vuur — the watch-fire above his own dwell- 
ing ; but to his great relief, as he chanced, to pass along to 
his appointed prison, he cast his eye down toward his home, 
and saw that all was blazing; he would have clapped his 
hands in rapture at the sight, but was quickly reminded 
of his helpless condition b/ his not being able to bring them 
together. He satisfied himself by quietly repeating in Dutch, 
" Ik word nu tot een plengoffered geofferred " — I am now 
ready to be offered. 

JVtaitin was a pious man, and knew his Bible better than 
any other book ; quoting its . sayings, always with much 
point, when either sunk in distress or rapt in enthusiasm. 
He felt stronger through seeing the watch-fire blazing, and 
when he reached the stream, Ihe bent down for a drink, for 
which he seemed so grateful, that the Indian thought he 
must have read some sign in the flame, which white men can 
only understand. Martin was repeating to himself Avhat 
gave him courage even now, "Zyn nect Abana, en Pher- 

i>har, de revieren van Damascus, betters dan aUe waterin 
Israels." 

It was evident to Martin that by the time they had gone a 
short mile to the w^tward, that Shandaagan was wavering 
in his purpose, and that some other object was beginning to 
arrest his attention. Hoping, therefore, to turn this vacilla- 
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tion to his own account, be tried to lead the wily savage into 
conversation, so that if possible he might obtain a cue to his 
intentions. 

" The Wildcat has been a long journey with the Panther 
since the sun rose. Wildcat must be tired and weary afoot, 
going through briers and thorns. The Wildcat will soon 
rest and wait for the great Mohawk." 

These different objects were presented purposely to confuse 
the mind of the Indian, for Martin understood his uncertain 
character, and hoped to have his mind diverted from himself. 
But revenge, for the present, was the ruling passion, and he 
had his victim ^in his own hands. At the same time he felt 
that he had made a great sacrifice in losing sight of Elsie 
and the captive, and resolved to secure the father, trusting 
to his hunter's skill to find out the daughter before morning, 
through the help of Rover, who was now trotting on before 
them, to the great mortification of the prisoner, who seemed 
to read the thoughts of his captor. 

**The Hedgehog must lie down there till the second moon 
rises ;" said the dogged Indian, as he pointed down to the 
foot of the ravine, where Martin knew fuU well were the high- 
est falls on the mountain, over which he inwardly suspected 
it was the Indian^s intention to cast him, where he would be 
dashed in pieces. Roused by fear and indignation, he deter- 
mined to resist, and make at least one effort for his life. He 
was hesitating, as he felt the puzzle of his own gun 
pressed against his back, when turning suddenly, he seized 
teg, and would have wrenched her out of his captor's hands, 
but for the bindings on his arms. The struggle was unequal, 
and he had to yield. His last chance was past. The wily 
and cruel savage could not be caught again off his guard. 
The prisoner still hoping, descended into the gorge, stepping 
on to the rock over which the stream was pouring, and there 
he felt it was but a step between him and death. Shandaa^an 
made his captive sit down on the rock, under a young sapling 
that hf had been surveying with his eye. He jpomted the 
gun to the breast of the Dutchman, in a threatenmg manner 
not to be mbunderstood. Then bending the birch back 
from the edge of the fall, he placed a stone upon it, just suf- 
ficient to keep it down. On the trunk of the tree he tied 
tough thongs, cut from a green skin, which he, without warn- 
ing, attached to the "body of Martin. A few moments com- 
pleted his work. 

" Shoot me, you false geveinsde " — ^hypocrite — was Martin's 
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fierce expression when the manner in which he was bound 
was plain to him. 

The Indian had no such intention; but putting parched 
pom within the reach of his victim to preserve him alive till 
some future time, he proceeded to smoke the fragrant weed 
of Virginia, sitting near enough to his prisoner that he might 
inhale its influence, and thus tormenting him as much as pos- 
sible. 

" Shandaagan," said Martin, in a tone of petition, and yet 
of superiority, *' unbind these strings, and tell me what you 
want. Is it Milldoleors ? You can have . them. Come to 
Hoogenhuisen when the sun rises." 

The revengeful savage shook his head ; he had made other 
calculations. He loved a sweeter morsel. Lighting his pipe 
again, he put it to the mouth of Martin, who instinctively 
began to puff away as if the old clock stood ticking at his 
elbow in the comer. 

"The Wildcat will return;" was the brief reply of the 
Indian, as he walked away, not deigning to look once behind 
him. His thoughts had gone back to Martin's daughter, and 
with Rover's help, he was sure of finding her ; and with her, 
the English ladj^. By these means he would secure both 
the favor of Kiskataam and th© reward of Clifford. He 
cou^d make a bargain with all for himself; more especially 
as the onslaught of Brandt would furnish him with the 
. means of escape, should he become entangled. 

We must leave Martin to his solitary reflection, as the In- 
dian pureued his way. He had put in one humbling petition 
as his captor moved off : " Shaudaagan will not hurt the 
squaws at Hoogenhuisen ?" ' He looked up for an answer, but 
the bronze face of the redskin was imperturbably fixed. 

"Let the Hedgehog sleep," was all he heard. The bit- 
terest, of the parting moment was to have Rover, when the 
Indian drew him away, whine round him, and even lick his 
lips. But a kick from the red man made him follow, leaving 
the disconsolate master without a single earthly frienA with- 
in call. Death by falling over the precipice was certain, the 
instant that the thongs were cut away ; and they must be 
cut asunder to let him go free. He had nothing before him 
now but to wait for day, and hope for relief. 

The Indian in the meantime pursued his return to the pine 
orchard, where the capturing party would be waiting for his 
report. They knew that he had gone on the pursuit, and he 
pmst say something. He determined to affect ignorance of 
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what he really knew concerning Elsie. He found Clifford alone ; 
BO walking right to the camp, he cast a curious glance into 
the bowier as he passed, and just as he thought himself di;^- 
covered by CUfford, his eyes dilated sufficiently to express 
surprise At the place being vacant. The Englishman was 
standing out on the verge of the rock, as near to the edge as 
it was possible for him to stand, as if he watched the ap- 
proach of something that was at h!ind. He gave a quick 
start as Shandaagan came up to him, saying : 

" They call you Wildcat ; your steps are as soft and sly as 
that animal's, "^i^here have you been hunting all night? 
Have you seen aught of our Fawn ?" — he was going to say, 
but he checked himself, and said : " Our friends from above ? 
Anything of Brandt ?" 

*' The Dutchmen have kindled their fire oh the hilLs ;" and 
pointing with his finger to the river, he said, "their fiery 
tongues are crying back to the mountains." 

** Oh, you mean to say that the whole country is alarmed ; 
well, I suppose that must be the case, from all the signs of 
the times. Have you met any of our scouts ? or have you 
seen the " — 

And with that, he pointed with his finger to the empty 
bower. . 

Shandaagan shook his head, and said softly — for he wished 
to keep in favor with Clifford, and yet elude his questions — 
*' Wildcat cannot catch Fawn." 

" No, but Wildcat could hunt for Fawn, and thfen," hold- 
ing out a purse through which the coin glittered, he said 
coaxingly, " that shall be the reward for bringing her in to- 
day or to-morrow." 

This was just what the Indian was seeking — ^the commission 
of. search ; and if Kiskataam would join the Englishman in the 
"wish, he would begin immediately. He was listening with 
eager ear for that wily chief, whom he knew could not be far 
off; when, all at once, he appeared, as if he had risen out oc 
the ground. He had heard the sinister tones of Clifford, 
and soon saw Wildcat, and came to prevent a conspiracy 
which he suspected already. He was sure that the English- 
man could never find out his captives without help ; and now 
the only help he could find was on hand ; his best way of 
preventing a combination against himself, was to enter into 
the fellowship, and be one of the leaders. He could act for 
himself none the less. He hoped to control theimovements 

and skill of his brother Indian, pnd thus leave the Englishman 
8* 
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at fault. So, assuming a bland look, he came forward as if 
nothing had happened to disturb the equanimity of the night ; 
sat -down at the fire and prepared his pipe, pointing at the 
ssftne time to the slain deer. Shandaagan understood the 
movement, and proceeded to cut off choice collops for their 
breakfast, which he put with care upon the red coals, now in 
a fine condition for broiling that tender meat. In half an 
hour all the three were in the best possible temper of mind. 
Clifford had a flask of brandy, which had the usual effect of 
iKhilarating the spirits, and drowning all care. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE EYELIDS OF THE MORNING. 

** Within a savage cave beneath the mount, 

Closed la the shades, the warriors passed the night , 

But when the sun from Heaven^s eternal fount, 

Thro' the brown forest shed his golden light, 

* Up, up !' at once they cried ; and either knight 

With rival seal along the track of A-ost, 

Degan the ascent ; when on their startled sight, 

Whence they knew not, in various colors glowed 

Their onward path, a fierce and frightful serpent crossed." 

Tasso. 

Day had dawned upon the east, before the fugitive lady 
and her deliverer had risen from their couch. Teunis had 
undertaken to watch while they slept, and faithfully did he 
fulfill his trust ; and though urged hy Elsie, in softer tones 
than she would have given forth at another time, he remained 
alert andvvigilant still, by their side. They aU three stood 
behind a jutting crag on a higher shoulder of the Kaatsbergs, 
than that flat rock on which the lady Margaret had been 
rescued on the previous night. She had already learned thut 
they were her fiiends. Indeed, her confidenciB in them was 
entire on the instant they had found a resting-place, free from 
alarm. They had done all that any human bemgs could have 
done to quiet her agitation and induce her to fall asleep. 
She called them her guardian angels, sent in answer to her 
mother's prayers ; and, though she started in her dreams 
several times, still, as Teunis reported, she seemed to sleep 
soundly for two hours, when she opened her eyes in surprisa/ 
but not in ^arm. 
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'* Delightful vision I have had !" were her first words. " I waa 
on board the ship once more, and my mother rocked me in 
my little hammock, singing the old lullabjr. *Hush, my 
dear, lie still and slumber.' AVhat do you think, Elsie, for so 
you say I must call you, is that such a dream as forebodes 
good?" 

" Yes, my lady, all dreams in which a good Providence is 
seen are of the right kind. Our Dominie tells us in his 
preaching, that the angels are * alien gedienstige geesten, die 
tot dienst uitgezonden worden om dergenen wil, die de zalig- 
heid beei-nen zullen.' But I forget myself; you do not under- 
stand our tongue — it means that the angels are servants to 
the pure hearted, and no doubt but our Heavenly Father has 
sent these holy spirits to your pillow, my dear lady, this 
night." 

"Call me Margaret if you will," said the pleased and 
bright blue.-eyed damsel, already recovering from the effects 
of her horrid captivity. " Tell me, if you please, what your 
parish pi-iest says about thoSe good things, for he must be a 
good man, since you are so kind." 

" Not our priest. Miss Margaret, but our Dominie — our 
minister ; it is true he is one of the good men, whom we love 
to hear speak, and you would love him too, were he here just 
now, looking out on that rising light. See where the dawn is 
just peering out above those hills far out yonder. It is but a 
narrow border, yet watch, and see how it will spread. 

" Yes, I cannot help looking, and it reminds me of that 
beautiful Psalm that says, *I will watch for thee, as they 
who watch for the eyelids of the morning ;' for see how like 
that is to the opening lids* of a child, when it looks up for its 
mother. But I wish I had not thought of the word mother 
just now ; as I look upon that scene, it seems as if it is sel- 
fishness not to forget everything else." 

"This is no place for despair, fair lady," said Tennis, who 
hesitatingly took part in the conversation. " There are hun- 
dreds of good friends below who will risk their Hves for you. 
Rest must be taken here to-day, and I will go down to pre- 
pare the means of deliverance." 

" Thanks, oh, a thousand thanks to you, and a rich reward 
awaits you. My father will give up all he is worth for his 
daughter. We are a happy family, when together. But oh, 
how miserable that cabin is at this moment." 

" Look up, my lady," said Tennis, for he was becoraiog 
bolder, as he saw the sad state in which the poor exile was. 
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"Look up; see, there is hope for you. The dawn gets 
brighter ; now wait and watch till the sun springs out of his 
bed." 

"GUoriousI glorious king of day rejoicing in the east! 
never did I see thee before. No mai-vel, though the heathen 
fell prone at sight of thee. I shall not think of myself 
here amidst such majesty. Not a cloud up there except 
these two in the very zenith. Sparkling golden studs grow- 
ing paie ; and that azure I was ever aught so pure over this 
world before!" 

Tennis, who felt a personal pride in tha scene, and who 
considered himself bound in honor to uphold its reputation 
over all the world beside, stood ready to show off all the 
great points of sublimity ; and Elsie, equally interested, well 
knew the features of beauty, so that between the two, the 
English maiden was likely to be well instructed in mountain 
panoramics. 

" See the sun, how he rises like a great captain, surmounted 
by a helmet of gold," said the young man. " Don't wink ie.^t 
you lose a single ray." 

" O God !" said the enraptured girl, " what must Thou be 
thyself, since thy servant is so bright and beautiful ?" 

Elsie was muttering to herself a Psalm in the Holland 
tongue — Gy kept voor maels de aeVade gegj'ondet, ende de 
" keenelen zen tiwerk uwer handen." 

" What is that you sing ?" said the lady, " tell it to me in 
English ; it must be good for it makes your face shine." 

"I am saying what you know to be true, perhaps, at this 
hour more than you ever thought before. ' Of old thou hast 
laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the 
work of thy hands.' But, Miss Margaret, you must look be- 
low, as well as upward, if you .w6uld see all the sublimity 
of this scene." 

And with that the stranger looked down, exclaiming in 
amazement, " The ocean, the sea, the sea 1". An infinite mass 
of vapor lay so thick upon the valley that it seemed more 
like the rolling waves than a cloud of mist. " And is it pos- 
sible that we are not on the seashore. Hark ! I think I hear 
the surge as it breaks against the rocks ? But no, we are on 
the mountain, as I know full well from the journey of yester- 
day. Tell me if it be possible that people do live and breathe 
down there in that awM gulf." 

" Yes," was Elsie's reply ; " thousands are at this hour asleep. 
No marvel they should have heavy dreams, compared 
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with those we have had np here in this blue ether. See how 
high the sun has bounded abeady on his journey ; not a star 
to be seen now. Yes, there is one, the blinkende moryen* 

"You mean the morning star. May I take that as the 
sign of deliverance ? I would not pray to that orb, but to 
Him who said, 'I aiti the bright and morning star.' Bo 
thou that so to me, O Saviour of men ;" and the poor, feeble 
girl was again turning to thoughts of herself, when Tennis 
called out to see how the whole earth was in motion below. 

Grand and terrible was the scene ; even these two natives, 
who had frequently looked on the like before, held their 
breath when the huge masses divided and turned, as icebergs^ 
are seen to sink and rise when some change takes place in 
their weight. Then, as if relieved from their anchorage, 
they made a sudden plunge, which sent the waves far out to 
the verge of the expanse. It would have been some relief 
had there been the least noise, but. the silence to the ear 
when there was such agitation to the sight, reminded one of 
what we have read of the gulf which divides time from 
eternity — neither life nor death. 

" I have read somewhere of the North Seas," said the most 
intelligent of the spectators, "of the hummocks x)f snow and 
ice which move through these death-like seas, and where the 
sky is like living crystal. See that mountain there, rising up 
as if giants were beneath it lifting it. Have you not read, 
young man, of the gods piling mountains ?" 

" I know nothing of such books," said Tennis. "There ip 
one passage that exactly expresses my mind, where it de- 
scribes the clouds as the dust of the Almighty^s feet." 

" You are right," said Margaret ; " no book can furnish us 
with words fit to express our ideas of nature equal to the one 
you quote from, and yet I have read in other pages descrip- 
tions which at this moment come up to the pictures passing 
before us. See there, that moving tower, pursuing the one 
still vaster that swells upward and onward. 1 can imagine the 
great warriors of antiquity on it, roused up in their ancient 
armor, bent upon a great expedition, obeying the voice of 
the leader. But the trumpets are silent." 

" The sun is their only leader at this moment," said Tennis. 
" He is drawing them after him. Till he appeared all was 
quiet, but you have observed that from the instant he showed 
^ his ikce there has been a great and general commotion. 

** He is like a strong man," said Elsie, " going forth to run 
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his race;" for she was anxious to give as much moral in- 
fluence to the conversation as might strengthen her new 
fiiend for her day's work ; and so pointing with her hand to 
one of the figures which appeared on the clouds helow, she 
asked of her companions if that did not "seem like what 
they had conceived of the angel who would put his foot upon 
the sea and upon the land, lilting; his hand to heaven ?" 

" Yes, and we standing up high, as we do now, seeing the 
rising dead. These misty shapes make me feel awful, even 
at this moment. Shall we be able," said Margaret, " to see 
the dwellings in the valley when the mist is gone ? I almost 
think these must be their shadows, grown huge, that are 
lifted up?" 

These observations were disjointed and interjectional, fol- 
lowed by pauses which showed that the spectators were full 
of thoughts that partook more of the spintual than of the 
earthly. It was reverie uttered at intervals ; musings which 
elevated the soul into that fellowship with spiritual exist- 
ences, afterward to be remembered with calm deUgbt. The 
sight recalled to the more highly educated of the three some 
of those images which till then had lain sleeping in her 
memory, and half tvhispering, she repeated to herself those 
fine lines of the greatest of uninspired sacred poets : 

" There is a cave within the mount of God, 
Fast by the throne, where light and darkness 
"* In perpetual rounds lodge and dislodge 

By turns, which make through heaven 
Grateful vicissitude like day and night ; 
Light issues forth, and at the other door 
Obsequious darkness enters ; but now goes 
i'orth the morn' arrayed in -gold empyreal." 

** There ! there ! is the earth at last !" shouted out the en« 
raptured Teunis. " I have never seen it as we see it now, but 
I fiiink on the sailor crying from the mast-head, land ! land !" 

" I never see it," said Elsie, " but I think on the morning 
stars, shouting for joy ^vhen the dry land appeared at creation. 
Is it not beautiful, Miss Margaret ?" 

" It is ; but what is that we see, like a white Kne, passing 
. through the whole, as far as we can look, north and south ?" 

" Let the lady find out herself without our help," said 
Teunis ; " watch and you will see ;" and the young Dutch- 
man, full of honest feeling, looked from the face of the eager 
spectator to the object she gazed upon, and back again. 
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** The river ! the river !" said the enraptured gazen ** The 
famous Hudson, where thie Indian canoes once swam as lightly 
as the swan, till the enterprising Hendrick Hudson came and 
sailed up as far as Albany. He says he ' saw very high moun- 
tains on the west of him, and very old men on the banks.' How 
high we must be, for it seems but a narrow stream. Alas ! I 
ought to know it well, after what I have endured near it since I 
left the ship. The ship ! yes, oh, the ship must be seen from this 
height. I think I see it lying close by the shore, there waiting 
for me. Look, dear Elsie, and tell me if that be not the broad 
pennon c£ St. George that we see yonder." 

" I am afraid not," said the mountain girl. " There are 
tbo many clouds floating there yet to allow us to see any ves- 
sel from this distance. See these shadows how they pass and 
repass all along the river, so silently, and, I was going to say, 
so solemnly. They always picture to my mind the valley of 
death, where they say spirits are moving before the eyes of 
the dying." 

"It is, indeed," said Margaret, "a scene that might well 
impress awe upon the superstitious. A Greek could imagine 
that river to be the dark Styx, and these the ghosts of heroes 
crossing in Charon's boat. See how large everything seems, 
and how far they move from us whenever a larger cloud 
comes over. I wish that veil would clear away. I long to 
look down into the eyes of the sleepers." 

" Lady Margaret," interrupted Teunis, "it is time for me 
to leave. There is soon to be bloody work below ; and I 
most be there to act thy part. You will be as well taken care 
of fts if I were present." 

This was said as a word of encouragement ; for the speaker 
perceived that fear was overcoming the unhappy girl, and 
that his presence was becoming necessary to her comfort, as 
she had not yet learned to confide in one of her own sex. 
** The troubles below," continued he, " will divert the atten- 
tion of your pursuer from you. After a few days, we will 
find means of taking you to your friends. In the meantime, 
£lsie, keep away from the kekutes ; for these wily redskins 
can tell a woman from an owl in the dark ; and give them 
but a glimpse of your bright hair, dangling in the sunshine, 
and a bullet shall be sent to you that will bring you down. 
Then, what shall I say to Martin Schuyler ?" 

** Oh, you can say that the Tories have run away with 
Elsie," was the sly answer of the Boer man's daughter. " Go, 
as we planned it already, and be sure and bring some ole- 
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cakes and cheese, and a bottle of milk ; and — a word more," 
after he had gone a Tew steps, she running down the hill till 
she came close up to him, "Go in and comfort mammy, as 
you pass. Tell her good news; the best you can frame. 
And " 

" And what, dearest Elsie ? One word more, and let that 
be Hope. You know how some words put life into the feet 
of the runner : and the Dominie says, ' want wij zijn in hope 
zalig geworden.' " 

" Yes, Teunis, * we are saved by hope,' but that means for 
another life. We have something else to think of than the 
present world, in these sad times ; but if' — And ttie damsel 
paused, and sighed, and then looking up, said, " Go, Teuni^ 
and my ,prayers shall go with you." 

" And your word, Elsie, is hope ?" 

" Hope, then," said the modest maiden, as she returned 
to her charge ; feeling all the burden of her responsibility, 
now that she was left alone with the feeble thing that she had 
dared to rescue, as a bird out of the. hand of the fowler. 

Both of the young women felt lonely ; and sometlung like 
terror crept over them as they were watching the movements 
of their departing companion, which they could not long 
discern, as it was not for the safety of either party that he 
should let himself be seen from above. So, Elsie, who was 
the strongest in mind and in body, as well as larger in ex- 
perience, turned the attention of her ward, ag soon as possible, 
to other objects than herself. She had already got the key 
to her natural character — a wrapt enthusiasm for nature — 
and she wisely used that for her own benefit. 

" Here we are, then, upon the high hills, and how small we 
look to ourselves when we turn our thoughts upon our frail 
forms. Do they have as high mountains in your country, 
Miss Margaret ?" 

" No, Elsie, we have not any lofty mountains," said her 
sorrowful companion, who was making an effort to overcome 
her feelings, as she guessed the kind design of her comforter. 
*' The mountains of England are not so high as these, but I 
have seen the Alps, which are much higher than these Kaats- 
bergs ; and I am remmded by the scene of this morning, oi 
similar grandeur ; and my thoughts run to friends who were 
there with me, and I am afraid that I shall make but a poor 
follower of yours to-day. I have seen the day when I could 
have wished myself an eagle, that I might perch on that 
highest point ; but now, I could crawl on the lowest part of 
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the ground. Trouble humbles the proud heart, dearest 
Elsie." 

" Oh yes, lady. So I have heard our good Dominie say, 
and he has been on those high mountains you speak of in his 
youth. And sometimes in these days of trouble, he will break 
out in great raptures, and sing in the words of the good book, 
so that we all feel quite strong, and ready for any trial. I 
wish you could but understand Dutch." 

" Say it to me, if you please ; though I do not understand 
it, your voice will direct my mind away from myself to the 
Good Being, who only can deliver me now." . 

" That is true, and the words are comforting, and always 
cheer me, as you may be sustained if you could but under- 
stand them ; but I wUl try and give you their meaning : O 
rayne duve synde in de kloven der steenrotsen, in't verbor- 
gen, eener steiler plaetse toond my uwe stemme hooren want 
uwe stemme is zoet en uwe gadaente is lieffel^k. Now, I 
wish I could give you the English of that ; but it is about a 
dove in the cloves of the mountains, in the secret places of ' 
the stairs; and then it says" 

" Oh, I can tell you the other paiii : ' Let me see thy 
fece, let me hear thy voice ; for sweet is thy voice, and thy 
countenance is comely.' " 

" There now ; I have often heard these beautiful words," 
said the stranger, " but never till now have 1 seen their 
beauty, and their promise of deliverance to myself. Here 
I am, a weak dove on these high hills, but I cannot fly. 
Those who love me are far from me. O I God, let me se,e 
thy &ce in these secret? places. Let these mountains whereon 
thy feet shall come, b4 as the stairs of thy palace, that I 
may be delivered. Surely, dear Elsie, these words were 
sent to your lips by the Good Spirit, for me. Let me hear 
more of them." 

** We have spoken enough of these fine words, young lady, 
it is time for us to do something to pr(ivide against coming 
danger." And with that, the two young women, like sisters, 
moved on, where the strongest led the weakest by the hand, 
as a mother leads a child. So helpless was the late captive, 
and so easily would she have been again ensnared, but for 
the prudence and love of her guardian. 
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CHAPTER VII: 

BBVBXGE IS SWEST. 

>, Inige and Udeoui, Toid of •Igfat.**-7-€QWUT. 



Xhis was a busy day for the young Dutchman. Like all 
his race, he was slow to moye, but once under way, he was 
like one of those arks to be seen on the Scheldt, which 
nothing can stop in the current. , Now being wakened up, 
his duty was becoming more evident. The coimtry stood 
out in Its size and importance more than ever ; and, like 
an arch into which they were just pressing the keystone, he 
heard a cheerful call of Elsie, sayings the more you put on 
me, the more can be borne. He grew stronger, and more 
decided at every step ; for his m|nd and conscience were alike 
in action. 

**I owe a debt of gratitude to my father;" there are 
other persons in the world he would have said, but he re- 
membered the uncertainty of his condition at the moment, 
and he hesitated to say the words ^^ Elsie and country." 

"Country," thought he, "what have I done to merit 
a country; standing like a great goose, as I have been, 
first on one foot, then on another^ as I felt it hot or cold, 
or was tired. I must stand on mvtwo feet if I deserve the 
name of a man ; and the love of Elsie. She is not the girl to 
favor a goose:" and the slow intellect of the meditator 
smiled at his own wit. Like all honest men, he was trying 
to satisfy his conscience first, and then he hoped to pursue 
his own interest the more successfully. That was after all 
paramount. His conscience was on the side of the country, 
and it was all the easier for him to work in his new harness, 
since his heart was there, because Elsie was also there ; and it 
only required a small force in addition, to place himself 
wholly there. At the present moment he must work pru- 
dently ; but he would do his duty, and not flinch to-day. 

" 1 ought first to go to Hoogenhuisen and see how Anshela 
gets on, for I am afraid all is not ri^ht there iu the absence of 
both Martin and Elsie ; but then I have been so long from 
home, they will suspect me in these suspicious days unless I 
show my fiice ; and daddy will miss Grey more than mvself, 
for it is past the time of h*« feeding him : and now, when I 
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thiak of it, the poor animal has stood all night tied to that 
tree. . There he is whinnying just now that he hears my Btep." 

By this time he Imd reached the foot of the hill, and was 
astride of his good nag, that was not unwilling to receive 
.his burden. Perhaps had the animal shown the least inclina- 
tion to go up toHoogenhuisen, where he had been so often, and 
where he had been fed with many a good mess of okts, the 
man would not have checked the rein ; but he trotted/reely 
down the way to his own stable, the master saying to himself, 
" well, go ; I shall find out the state of things below, and be all 
the better prepared to elude these redskins, whether led by 
Brandt or Kiskataam ; for Brandt, after all, is at the bottom 
of, this game, though the mountain chief seems to be playing 
the main part up here just now. The lady, in some mysteri- 
ous way, has been taken by the Tories, for some Tory pur- 
pose. Why she should be of their own blood is more than 
my dull head can see through. Elsie says she can under- 
stand the reason, but I cannot ; and no matter. It is our 
duty to deliter her ; be she of the Whig or of the Tory race, 
I will fight on her side." 

With such reflections in his mind, new to himself, and 
therefore all the more oppressive to his breast, he came with- 
in sight of his home, that lay, like most of the houses of the 
early settlers from Holland, in a hollow between two of the 
low hills that lie at the foot of the Kaatsbergs. The moun- 
tain stream ran through the meadow before the wealthy Boer- 
man's door, surrounded as that was with trees . of the forest, 
which had never been cleared away ; or had come up a se- 
cond growth since his grandfather took up liis abode there. 
It was a rich fixi-m, and had been one of those spots on which 
. the aborigines had raised their " maize, their beans, and their 
pompkins." Some of the ancient apple and plum trees, 
which came from no one can tell where, were now yielding 
their fruit to the hands of another race. 

Tennis was met at the foot of the hill, as he was passing 
through a bunch of pines, by an old negro wench, whom 
they :ill called mammy, who stood up in the road and stopped 
him, by holding up her finger in a warning attitude ; which 
he, in his present state of mind, was unable to despise ; 
though he did his best, by trying to pass her with a " Good 
morning, mammy ; what brings you here so far from the pigs 
•md the chickens, so early in the day." 

" Mammy's chic'ns fly like de patriches, and , me must fol- 
low dem." 
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"WeD, have you fonnd them, Dora?" said Teunis, affect- 
ing to understand her literally. ** Thej must be ducks you 
are seeking, or they could not cross the cfeek." 

*' Nae, nae, duck neber flee to de mountains, chick'ns keep 
'bout de doors. Patriches run avay, and hide der eyes, den 
tink nobody seed dem." 

" Explain yourself, Dora," for the yoijag man saw that she 
was in earnest about something, and he was anxious for in- 
formation which might unfold what he wanted to know. 
Besides he knew that old Dora was faithful, and he needed 
a confident friend in some one : so he at once said, ^^ tell me 
mammy, has any one been seeking after Teunis last night V" 

** Mammy had dark tream," and here the poor creature's 
tears began to run. " Teunis baby boy again ; but Teuny fell 
over the vlat rock and got wings, den flew away to Hoogen- 
tuisen vere Martin feed him wid whiggee com." 

" Come Dora, none of that nonsense," said Teunis, impa- 
tiently, " tell me what you are here for. Have you anything 
to tell me about the Indians ?" 

At that word the old creature became as bright as an 
old African can be, and opened her bag of secrets to Teunis, 
so perfectly that he became fully aware of his danger, and 
before he left her, had made out, in his own mind, the plan 
he should pursue immediately. The conversation was car- 
ried on in a low, quiet whisper, for at least ten minutes. At 
parting she looked in his face, as if examining the lines of 
feeling that might be traced there, and at the close of the in- 
vestigation, she drew her own palm over her brow, saying, 

"Look to de high peak ven de storm is past, de vind 
sweeps de vet dust off, and the face is clear as de morning." 

Teunis rode on, taking the hint by bringing his thoughts and 
looks into proper subjection, before he met his father, who 
Dora told him had been asking after him twice since six 
o'clock. In ten minutes more he was in the bam attending 
to some duties, which he knew belonged to his share of the 
usnal work, with as much earnestness as if nothing else was 
in his mind. There his father found him. Whether he was 
aware of his absence through the night or not, did not ap- 
pear ; but the moment he came within sight of his son, the 
working of his lips showed that an unusual agitation had 
been movini^ him all that morning, and was now to be ex- 
pressed. The son feared that his own thoughts had become 
known in some mysterious way, as they had been already 
partially revealed to cAd Dora, as he found from more than 
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her dreams. There was some medium between her and the 
mist on the mountain, which he could not trace, and from her 
former character, he was still more inclined than ever to be- 
lieve that she held communications with the geests * she had 
so often fiightened them with when they were children. For 
the fact was, that sometimes being overborne by the noise and 
the rudeness of the youngsters, when they intruded^ upon the 
kitchen,* her own proper domain, she had to have recourse to 
the very means which white nurses have of stilling their noisy 
brood, bringing the fetish on them, which was eq^ually effec- 
tual with geest or witch, only that her goblin was of African 
color, where she declared there was one so large, that he 
could swallow an ox and three pigs for his supper, with as 
many little white babies as could be found. All of these 
stories had their influence on Teunis — ^not yet abated entirely. 
This morning had renewed his wonder ; where the old wench 
could have obtained her knowledge of him and of his very 
thoughts when she had not seen him since the morning 
before I When Jacobus Roe then stepped into the bam as 
he did, his son Teunis was in some measui'e moved in feeling 
through sympathy, and might .by a more skillful or more sus- 

Eicious parent have been thrown off his guard. Luckily for 
im, the old man could only entertain one idea at a time, and 
the idea now was the King and his cause. To sustain Toryism 
he was ready to sacrifice all he had in the world, family and 
farm ; nor did he dream for a moment that he could come to 
a loss, since Brandt had arrived to carry off the Whiggies. 
After they were moved the whole country would be as quiet 
as his pigs after the bieren — bears — were driven away, and 
they lying down in their straw, well fed. The Whigs and the 
bears were the same thing in a measure, to the old Boerman. 
*' Teunis, sonnee, I vant tee to run for me to te top ol" — 
H^re Teunis looked into his father's face ready to frame an 
excuse, or in some way to get rid ofbeing hindered in what he 
must do, whatever should be the consequence, to save Elsie 
and her captive fiiend ; but to his great relief, he found that 
he might both run his father's errand, and serve his own 
cause ; for the father, going on slowly, said, with some hesi- 
tation and under his usual tone, " Tee must run to te top 
of te clove and look sout' and nort', and stand allee day till 
tee see smoke, rising from Sopus, den come back vere tou 
vill be vanted. Tak de sorrel mare wid tee, and do not spare 
de spur nor de vipp, nor yourselv." 

♦ Ghosts. 
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This was an extraordinary license on the part of old 
Taacob, who loved his horses with an affection that ap- 
proached the human feeling, as near as it could come. By 
this token, the son saw that the crisis was drawing to a point ; 
and lest he should be laid under some definite obligation, htf 
hastened to fill the letter of the injunction, with an alacrity 
that plea^d the old man, so that the smile of satisfaction came 
up over his grim face, breaking after five minutes into words. 
*' Ha ! deze jongeling * vill mjie de Whiggees run, I guess." 
That lad was the pride of his heart, and he ho^ed to see him 
made a captain before long. 

At the door of the kitchen, where Teunis had stopped on 
a visit to old Dora's larder, he met his mother, who was under 
as much emotion as her large frame would allow her to bear ; 
as she came forward she merely looked at him, whispering in 
his ear, "^een huisknecht kan twee heeren dienen /" f and with 
her heart full, she turned and left him in amazement. She 
was no sooner out of sight than Dora waddled up, putting her 
fingers to her lips, intending to impose silence on Teunis ; a 
state she could not remain m herself; for, with as much so- 
lenmity as she could put into her dark face, she said, as she 
touched him, " JViiene kmder J dere be geesten vatching de, 
tak dat ;*' and she thrust a smooth black stone into his bosom, 
throwing a thong, made of a snake skin, which ran through 
it, over his neck ;* mumbling something, seemingly a prayer, 
as she went back to her work. This stone Teunis had seen 
a few times before, on occasions when Dora was excited, as 
she was just now ; and he remembered once when he was a 
boy, that going on a hunting excursion, when Dora thought 
he must be in danger, that she did the same thing as now. 
His leaving his paternal dwelling under all these circuiri- 
stances, was calculated to waken up any dormant sensations 
that might be sleeping in his breast. The double errand on 
which he was bound, the responsibility laid upon him, his 
own interests in the events of the day ; and the parting he 
had just made with those who loved him, together with the 
hope of securing the approval and the love of one now dearer 
to him than life, made him solemn. But the words of his 
mother were to him the heaviest sounds : *' No man can 
sewe two masters." " Mother," said the honest youth to 
himself, " you are right. This shall be my last service to 
Bang George ; and it I guess right, it will not displease you, 
that it should be so. I have long thought I knew where her 

* This young man. f No senrant can serye two masters. X Child. 
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heart was, and maybe she has heard me speak in my sleep : 
for I have dreamed before this of shaking my head clear of 
the English colors, when my father, honest man, was put- 
ting the flag over me." With these reflections, he put spurs 
•to his horse, that felt the spirit of his rider and was off like 
an ^rrow, up the hill. He was noticed by Dora, whom he 
did not see ; for there seemed to hang over the lihole scene 
a stillness, which, to the oppressed and superstitious mind of 
the rider, was in the highest degree ominous. Not a living 
thing could be seen ; cattle were driven far into the woods ; 
horses were tied in some cave, and even the poultry were 
caged in the bush. The houses seemed to be all deserted, 
except where some old negro slave, and his ancient wench of 
a wife, were left to keep a sort of watch over things of no 
value, ^t was a lonely and melancholy ride ; and to add to 
Ttfunis's sense of the feaiiul, as he went on at full speed, he 
Baw, crossing his road at a Bttle distance, one of those bears 
which were numerous in these regions. He moved slowly 
till the horseman came near, when he sprung up a tree that 
overhung the path, looking down through thp branches at the 
intruder upon his domains, with a calm superiority which was 
provoking to a .hunter's spirit. But there was no time to 
waste in parleying with Bruin ; so, on the rider went, mark- 
ing the tree with his eye ; for he saw that the sweet tooth of 
the animal would incline him to return there some other time, 
when they might be on more equal terms. 

Tnith to tell. Tennis was less afraid of a bear than he was 
of things that had neither shape nor sound. The tales of old 
Dora had more influence upon him than the substantial objects 
he had chased over the mountains ; and as he rode at full 
speed in the darkness of the forest, where, on his right hand, 
he heard the dull sighing of the trees ; and on the left, the 
monotonous mm-mur and brattling noise of the stream, he re- 
menibered he was coming near to the " spooks' den^^^ which, 
from his infancy, he had regarded as the abode of the un- 
known sprites of the hills. It was not without a feeling oi 
tremor tliat he slackened his horse's pace, that he might sur- 
vey the scene, before he fairly entered into the mouth of the 
•demon, if there was such a being. He was a young man, 
above the average in intelligence ; but that did not save^him 
from the usual fears of mortals, when engaged in earnest work, 
as he was at that moment. All that he had heard of th^ 
place from Dora, and the other old blacks ; together with th^ 
tales which adventurous hunters had lately told, some in fe^** 
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and others in sport, came up to view at this instant. By this 
time he found himself walking his horse slowly toward the 
dreaded place, which lay at the foot of the hill, just where the 
road he must take turned off to the left. He knew that there- 
was a hut there, and a well, which was supplied from some, 
spiinff on the side of the hill. He was about to descend from 
Sorrel, that he might allow her to quench her thirst, and then 
slake his own lips, which he suddenly discovered were drying ; 
when to his great surprise and fear, he perceived smoke issuing 
from an aperture in the roof of the rude cabin ; and, as he 
listened, he heard plainly the sound of a human voice. His 
first impulse was to remount Sorrel and ride back over the road 
he came. But his horse was too thirsty to allow herself to be 
deprived of the beverage so near at hand, and before the rider 
had time to recover his bridle, the animal was at the brink of the 
rude log trough, out of which was running the purest crystal 
water. Tennis knew the place, for it was past it he had gone 
when Dora first put the charm round his neck, to protect hiin 
from the spooks ; and whether through instinct, or because ho 
had faith in the old African's incantation, he suddenly thrust 
his hand into the place where the black pebble lay, and held 
it as a weapon of defence. He had just time to dip his 
own lips into the water and take one long draught, when 
he lifted his head and saw, to his horror, an object which, had 
he seen before he drank of the spring, would have made him 
fall to the ground. But his nervousness departed with his 
thirst ; and what was of itself sufficient to encourage him, he 
saw that Sorrel was not in the least afraid. Quick as thought, 
he remembered what the Dominie had said, " that the dumb 
creatures are terrified for geesten, not for men, in whatever 
garments they come. But when you ride in the dark, or on 
a doubtful business, see that you be not wiser than the beast 
you stride. God may put light before his eyes. Mind how 
Balaam was rebuked for his iniquity,. " warUhstjiikdraQenAQ 
stomme dier sprekende met menschenstem heeft des pro- 
feten dwaashied verhinderd," — or, as the English Bibles 
have it, " the dumb ass, speaking with man's voice, forbade 
the madness of the prophet." 

" This is no angel then," said Tennis, " sent to hinder me^ 
for Sorrel is not afraid. I have heard that there was such a 
creature here before, and now I know that he must be but 
mortal." 

The young farmer, though he had lived in simple seclusion, 
was tiot unacquainted with those trials which show the true 



BEYENOE IS SWEET, '78 

character ; and once put into a close comer, he soon regained 
his natural courage of heart ; and though it may tend to lower 
him in the estimation of some, we must tell the truth, old 
Dora's charm in his hand was not without its influence. 

By the time these reflections had flown through the brain 
of the youth, the figure we have alluded to came out into 
the road where Tennis was to pass, if he went up the hill at 
all. There was no other path. A deep ravine was at the 
left, where a waterfall dashed on the rocks; and on the 
right there stood frowning a steep hill, overshadowed with 
woods and bushes. Tennis mounted his horse, and was 
gathering up the reins, that he might pass at a sudden, when, 
chance might offer itself; but he soon perceived that he had 
to do with one who was more than a match with him at 
manoeuvering. The strife was now which would longest 
remain silent. The two stood facing each other. He on the 
road was a taU, bony man of great strength, which appeared 
from the steady stand he took, without wincing or moving a 
muscle. He had on a cloak of bear-skins, and a cap made of 
the skin of the common wildcat. Under the cloak, which 
was worn close to the body, gathered in by a belt which had 
once belonged to a soldier of his majesty, was hung a straight 
Bword, of about d cubit's length. Other weapons he had, as 
the turning aside of his outer garment showed, though he did 
not bring them forth for use ; as he could readily have done 
had occasion called. 

Tennis, at length gathering courage from his sense of duty, 
siud in a respectful manner : " Would it please you to let me 
pass ; I am on important business, and have been detained 
too long already." 

" Have you been detained by me. Tennis Roe, from doing 
the business of the cold-blooded Brandt ? One might think 
that the smell of scalps was sweet to your nostrils, since you 
want to be on the hill to teU him that it is now time for 
- him to descend like a hawk among Dora's chickens, when he 
pounces on the best." 

Tennis started at the allusions jjill through this sarcastic, 
speech, for it was deUvered in that strain which has so grating 
aa effect upon the sensitive nature of an honest man, who 
spurns at even an insinuation. 

" I am none of Brandt's tools," said the man addressed, 
with some spirit, "nor do I mean to serve his master ; I have 
other work upon my hands." 

" Fray, who is Brandt's master ?" said the singular being, 

4 
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who evidently spoke more for the purpose of drawing out 
his new acquaintance than because he wanted information. 
" We have been taught that the Great Mohawk is a king 
himself, and bows down to no man." i 

" The one that Brandt serves is his master, be it Satan or 
St. George," was the tait reply of Tennis, for he was becom- 
ing bold and impatient. " Let me pass," This time he did 
not add " if it be your pleasure." 

The other, not noticing the demand, proceeded to speak in 
reply to the sound sentiment expressed of service ; " Yoii 
are, then, neither a servant of Brandt, nor of St. George, nor 
of his glim majesty of the black regions. Whom may you 
serve, then, young man ?" 

" Who is It that demands the information ?" was ihe quick 
response of Tennis. " I have not come up here to be put 
throui^h my catechism." 

" 'V&'ell spoken, friend, and I like you all the better for your 
chaiiness and spirit." Here the speaker with the hairy 
robe stood looking Tennis in the eye, for at least ten seconds, 
till he succeeded in riveting him to his place, when he broke 
the silence by saying, " The black stone m your hand, and the 
serpent skin that binds it round your neCk, seem fitter for 
a man who is bound to the devil than to God." ' 

Tennis looked into his hand, and saw that it was the charm 
of Dora he was grasping with such firmness ; ashamed at 
his being found out, and actually fearing that it was from the 
devil, he took it from his neck, and fiung it with all his force 
into the gul^ where it hung suspended from the branch of 
a sapling, far down. 

" So. you deem yourself free, young man, now; but know 
this, that no one is his own master ; and some are more 
arrant slaves than Dora's children." 

" So you seem to think that I am in bondage with the rest. 
It shall not be my fault if freedom be a stranger to any who 
tread these mountains." 

*' No doubt you are very much in earnest when your par- 
ticular interest is at stake. A man's own feeling renders his 
judgment very decided. Would, you have been so far from 
home had the liberty of the country only been in danger ? 
We do not always perceive our own bent." 

At that instant Tennis felt not unlike Sorrel, with the bit 
in her mouth, restless, and ready to spiing at the first open- 
ing. He had been surveying the height of the hill, while the 
stranger was feeling the pockets of his inner garments ; and 
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to do 80 found it necessary to unbuckle the girdle of his 
cloak. Now was the time, and quick as thought the spur 
gave Sorrel the hint, who took it willingly, and at one bound 
was on the other side of the opposer, who was shoved to 
the right with some violence, which both disturbed his inten- 
tion and his temper for an instant. Wheeling around, Tennis 
said, " I beg your pardon, but I must not be hindered by 
any one," The discomfited man gave a scowl that brought 
the blood quickly to the heart of the rider. 

"Young man, it is well for you that I have a deeper 
interest in you than you are aware of, else your stolen 
passage would not serve you. If I meant you harm, it 
matters but little whether I look at you from the south 
side or the north. There are reasons of more moment 
than merely holding this palaver with you, why I should 
know you." By the time he was done with these words, he 
affected to look in the face of Tennis, who was standing up 
in his stirrups, with his eyes staring on the man who was 
addressing him : who said with a cool, sarcastic voice : ** You 
seem to be in no. hurry now, that you have made such an 
effort to pass me ; Are you shot, that you are speechless ? 
What do you see?" 

*' I see," said Tennis, " what makes nre believe that you 
are either better or worse than other mprtals ; and now I 
have to beg of you to let me go on my proposed journey." 

The strange man had put on his breast a small miniature 
picture, and around it was a blue silken chain, which Tennis 
recognized as one that he had himself bought in Albany, and 
put over the neck of Elsie at their parting, a year ago. He 
oonld see, too, that the likeness was that of Elsie. The sight 
blinded him and struck him dumb, and Uie only thing he 
could say was to beg permission to leave. 

" I see," said the strange moriid, " that we in part imder- 
derstand each other. Go I I have been watching your move- 
ments. I saw you hail the beams of the rising sim. Re- 
member that he is a gre^t discoverer of secrets. He sends 
his rays into bright eyes through tears ; and more than three 
can stand on a high cliff. Nothing hides but the valley, 
or the grave under its clods. But blood will ooze out oi 
even the deepest pit ; and the eyes of conscience, and of re- 
venge, can see the stams, without sunlight." 

l^ese words, at the close, were said with a bitterness 
which froze the spirit of the listener ; and as if to relieve 
himself, he tamed to the speaker and said : ^^ Can I serve 



76 THE DUTCH DOMINIE. 

Tou in any way ? Do you want anything ? I cannot help 
but pity you." 

' "Want ! Have not I water there ? sun enough when I 
look up ? and shall not I have earth enough when I lie down 
to sleep my last sleep ? Yes, but the earth would not be still 

should I die before " ^The rest of this sentence was in pan-* 

'omirae which no one could see and not comprehend that a 
leadly purpose was in his soul. 

Here, turning to Tennis, he said : " Swear ;" and he held 
out a large pistol, with the muzzle to himself — " swear," he 
said firmly. ^ 

" And what am I to give oath concerning ? for that is not a 
matter of common import." 

" Well, swear," said the wild man, for he was more in the 
character now of a savage roused to the highest excitement, 
than a being of this reasonable world : " swear that you will 
not tell a word of what you have heard, nor describe a token 
of what you have seen, till the sun has risen and set six 
times." ' 

As Tennis looked at the portrait that hung at the breast of 
the one that was invoking him by an oath, he hesitated ; for 
there were questions of deep interest to hun, which he would 
wish to have solved ; and if he gave his oath, all inquiry was 
shut lip. He looked on the features again, that he might be 
sure, and then to the face of him who wore the gem, who 
understood his wish, and said : 

" I know what you would ask ; you cannot know. She has 
sworn ; swear ! I say," and he gave a shriek that was rever- 
berated through the valley, as if a thousand demons were 
responding to their leader. Tennis said no mOre, but follow- 
ing the words dictated to him, he swore to be silent till the 
appointed time came. 

" Now, go your way ; you will have a friend while you are 
faithful to the trust you have undertaken. Hear this, and be 
quick. Brandt will descend before two suns set ; but your 
first business is above, for the Indian hounds are scenting out 
the footsteps 9f the feeble. Go ; but here, wait !" and he 
seemed to take the same black stone that Teunis threw away 
in his fury, from his pocket — how he took it from the tree 
where it hung, Teunis never could guess— and put it over-the 
head of the rider as it was before. Then taking it in his 
own hand, he touched a part of it, when out sprung the nib 
of a whistle, which . he put to his mouth, and made the 
^'ur resound. Bidding Teunis do the same, he said curtly : 
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**When danger is too strong for you, let that be heard." 
With that he turned, and the horseman sprang up the hill, as 
if relieved from some force that pressed liim to the ground, 
so that he rode up the hill free. He felt that the spell which 
bound him was removed, and now his circulation was become, 
so rapid, that wings seemed to be given to the animal he 
rode.' It was really so, that he found himself on the shoulder 
of the mountain in half the time he was wont to take ; but it 
was at the expense of his horse's energy, for by the time his 
mind had come to its balance, the creature was blowing like 
a grampus, as Judge Abiel, who had sailed to the West 
Indies, was accustomed to say of his* oxen, his horses, or his 
negroes, when driven above taeir strength. 

*' I have been in the hand of the Philifii.tines," said Tennis to 
Jiimself. " Did ever any one see such a creature in the shape 
of man I It is like the picture of the sailor left on the de- 
serted island, with his nigger Friday. Such a beard ; not 
much grey in it. He is not as old as he pretends. His eyes 
are quite round, and his teeth all firm, an,d then he could 
move when he chose. I declare! he had all but the hold of 
my bridle, when I leaped past him. He would have thrown 
us over the precipice. Sorrel but for your quickness ;" and ho 
vainly stroked the neck of his friend in need. 

With moi-e caution, and at a slower pace, the young man 
moved on, full of thought concerning the person he had left. 
His seclusion, his knowledge of his own business, his acquain- 
tance with Dora, and with the black stone he was weai'ing ; 
and above all, the mystery of the picture, were puzzles 
which must remain unsolved for at least a week. His oath 
must seal his lips, and Elsie's silence could be accounted for, 
since he liad never heard a lisp of the spook in the glen from 
her. Why be on such terms of intimacy with him ? She 
was unlike all the girls in the country ground. He had 
heard Dora say that fetish had wakened up the sleeping 
man of the mountain. Some trick in all this, connected with 
the descent on Brandt. His underdress would point him out 
as being on the side of the King ; but then would Elsie allow 
any of that side to possess an article of hers ? Was this after 
all the old Rip Van Winkle that his grandmother used to tell 
about ? or the old Hendrick Hudson that the Indian Sachem 
keep a tradition of? Thinking on in this desultoiy way, the 
young Dutchman fell almost into a sound sleep from the want 
of his usual rest on the previous night. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

WABS AND BUMOBS OF WARS. 

** There was whilom by days of old, 

A worthy knight as mene told ; 

Wifeless he was, Florent he hight : 

He was a man that mochel might, 

Of arms ha was desirous, 

Oiiralrous and amorous. 

And for the love of virgin thought 

He rode the marches all about "^Chiucbk. 

Teunis in eager haste was soon on the crown of the hill ; 
the sun being now about four hours high, and for the first 
time since he had loved Elsie, did he entertain the least ho|»e 
of success ; but knowing well that he had no common hoait 
to reach, he was rousing himself to do his best for her and 
for himself. He determined to deserve success. 

At full speed, 4md wending his way through among tlie 
trees, over a very rough road, in a manner which a woodman 
only can do, he reached the verge of two small lakes, more in 
size like the artificial ponds in an earl's pleasure-ground than 
the head spring of a mill stream. Clear as crystal, and cool 
as in winter was the water, surrounded by trees that were 
reflected from its glassy surface. Now that the sun was high, 
his rays showed the soft alluvial bottom, on which lay the 
trunks of a former time, preserved from decay ; nor did the 
smallest wave ripple these tiny seas at the time our traveller 
was gazing down where undisturbed fishes were sporting in 
large schools. These two little lakes, that seemed like the 
eyes of the mountain, if we allow oui*selves to believe, as Kis- 
kataam told the Fawn, that the Mountain was once a mons- 
ter, who devoured all the children of the red race, and that 
the Great Spirit touched him, when he was going down to 
the salt lake to bathe, and here he remains. His eyes are 
open all the summer, but in winter they are covered with a 
thick crust, and a heavy film. But whether he sleeps or 
wakes he sheds tears always, and they trickle down his cheeks 
as may be seen. The cunning chief laughed under his red 
skin at his own wit of invention and at the simplicity of the 
English maiden for receiving such a tale. 

Turning to the right from these lakes, Teunis sought out 
the bear's den ; but what was his horror, when he did not 
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find the objects of his search. At the moment he supposed 
that they might be still lingering in the neighborhood, so he 
set himself to find out their new hiding-place. He crawled 
* through the brush, carefully marking eveiy point, to see if a 
footprint had been left behind. He 'imagined he saw evi- 
dences of their presence, and he did at last m one spot, where 
the ground was soft, see distinctly where they must have 
been. Here he was careful that all should be obliterated, as 
lie was not sure that he would discover the signs of their 
whereabouts. He knew that other eyes as well as his own 
were prying into the ground, for he could plainly see hero 
and there a larger footprint, that was pointing after the 
other. He wandered for at least an hour^ but to no purpose, 
and would have remained longer had not his horse, which 
was tied outside of the bush, grown .impatient, and was 
neighing for his master. Temiis having a tint of superstition 
in his nature, regarded the call of the animal as the voice of 
instinct, if not more directly the intimation of Providence 
to return. 

Great was the surprise, if not fear, of the anxious youth 
when he emerged from the thicket, to see a man coming 
toward him from the side of the lake, tall and of a command- 
ing presence. He was of about thirty-five years of age, 
dressed in a half military garb, boots and buckskins, with 
coat of blue cloth, made in the English fashion, having large 
skirts which came to the knee, and was made so that it might 
be buttoned to the chin. At present, however, it was open, 
and showed a vest that was trimmed with gold lace, over 
which hung a cravat of the purest muslin, that evidently 
had been but recently put on, and that with care. His 
beaver was soft felt, but shaped into a smart, negligence 
which betokened the man of fashion, seeking to look at his 
case as he wished to feeL Tennis looked at the new comer 
as if he desired him to be the first speaker. By his voice he 
had made up his mind to judge, and he waited to hear ; and 
so h% was standing at the side of the saddle when the other 
approached. 

*' Is not your horse the first creature of the kind that ever 
drank of these waters ?" said the stranger, as if he wanted to 
draw out the young Dutchman bv an indifferent topic. " Ho 
seems to be impatient to go. How fer may you be desirous 
of travelling this warm day ?" 

There were more questions here than one, which allowed 
Tennis a choice, of which he felt glad, for he had no wish to 
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reveal his business to a stranger, so he answered : " I have 
seen greater creatures than horses here before, and where 
one animal of four feet has been, others of the same number 
may come witliout hurt." 

"You would not say, because a cat could climb these 
rocks, that a heavy-footed horse could follow up to the same 
place?" 

" I have seen some creatures as heavy as Sorrel who could 
outrun cats, and climb the rocks as easily." 

" You jest, young man ; such animals as you describe could 
not run up trees as cats can climb. You would have me 
believe that a Dutchman can beat an Indian at a race as 
easily as an Englishman can fight a Yankee rebel" This last 
was said more by way of feeling the pulse of the native 
American, and thereby finding out the sympathies he had 
with the king or countiy, than because he wished to provoke 
ill-nature. But Teunis had been schooled too long in self- 
restraint to give way to his temper. He merely replied: 

" Bears can climb as high as cats, and deer can run faster 
than either. It is not weight, but muscle and sinew which 
make the difference." 

t' And blood, young man," said the stranger, evidently 
well pleased to escape out of the place he had put himself in, 
without reflecting on where his ignorance of the mountains 
would carry him. "You are a native of these regions, 
sir?" 

This was said in the gentlemanly, yet commanding tone 
of one accustomed to receive a direct answer " Have you 
heard news from the river side this morning ?" 

'^ I am a native of these hills," said Teunis, " and have 
been sent to gather news, not to spread it. One of the first 
duties a messenger performs is silence." 

" That is a non-performance, as I judge. All the more 
faithful you must be to your master, and on that very account 
I should wish to engage you on a business of my own, if you 
would take a reward of value." 

*' You mean, I suppose," said Teunis, evading the object 
of his interrogator, " that you would employ me to stir up 
the game we have been speaking of; but let me assure you 
that a good dog, or an Indian scout, would perfonn that duty 
better than I could possibly do it. But I must be gone ;" and 
with that he leaped into the saddle and was ready to hasten 
away, where he had determined upon in his own mind during 
the few moments he stood parloymg with the stranger 
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*' N"o," said that gentleman, putting hand to the reins of 
Sorrel, and gently holding them. ".The game I am after is 
too tender to be caught in hunter fashion, but requires the 
most careful handling when taught." 

There was a lurking leer in the eye of Tennis's new 
acquaintance which at once wakened suspicion in the mind 
of the innocent' listener, and all at once the light broke upon 
his understanding concerning who this was. He almost be- 
trayed himself, when he found that he was in the presence 
of the much dreaded Clifford, but he soon became at rest 
when he found that even he was as ignorant of the hiding- 
place of the young women as he was himself. He inwardly 
resolved to divert attention away from all that side of the 
mountain, where the chief danger lay of their being found out. 

" Wljat say you to my proposal, young man," continued 
Clifford, " of being my aid for a day ?" 

" You mean to hunt deer ?" said Tennis, affecting to tate 
him literally ; " or father the fawn, if I may judge fr#m the 
tender way in which you speak of them. No, I must go ; 
the king's business requires haste. There are Indians on 
the hills now, who would serve you better, as I said before. 
There is one coming this way now ; and who can outrun 
any fawn that was ever stolen from her dam." By this time, 
Kiskataam was there close by ; and Tennis, raising his voice, 
called out, *' Can the Sachem find a fawn for the king's pale 
face, here ?" 

This hit at random, struck both of these wily betrayers ; 
but was said in such a mann>5r as neither the one nor the 
other could resent it without discovering his own secret. 
Nor durst they combine and demand an explanation of the 
doubtful expression. It might be chance, or it might be di- 
rected to both. They wisely remained silent, and Tennis was 
rewarded for the risk, by seeing that as yet the girls were 
safe. 

Here Sorrel was restive under the hand of Clifford, and 
would have sprung away at a bound, had not the Indian laid 
his hand also upon the reins on the other side with a menac- 
ing look; pausing before he spoke, and with a meaning 
which said, " refuse, and you are a dead man." But by this 
time, the rider had become excited, with his horse, and de- 
manded why he " was hindered upon his journey, and that 
too, by professed servants of the king." 

*' It is because we are the king's servants, that we stop 
you in these troublesome times," said the white man. 

4* 
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** Indian chief rales m> here on his own hiUs," said Kiska- 
taam, ** Young Tory Whig must go to the pine grove and 
writ for Brandt ; and net hunt up here now against law.'' 

" Eoskataam," said Teunis, sh^ly, and with some haste, 
** does not mind the great Father's word always : but Indian 
does not know law so Well as pale face. Doe, buck or fawn, 
or any sort of deer, can be hunted from August till January. 
But, m the king's name, I demand a passage,". he said to the 
two men ; who were still uncertain as to tne figurative or the 
literal meaning of his reference to the -deer, doe, buck or 
ikwn ; terms which they knew were in the law. 

" Since you claim to be on tie king's business, young man," 
said Clifford, somewhat sternly, *^ you can, at least, show us 
some missive from his majesty." 

"What if I cannot?" said Tennis, with promptitude. 
** Shall any one dare to hinder me ? You are a stranger here, 
and this sachem is not in commission." 

** Since you are so bold and brave, young man; let me tell 
you, tnat both Eiskataam and myself believe, that under that 
clownish face, more knowledge concerning a business of ours 
is lurking than we are willing to let go along with yourself; 
and, to come to the point at once, we demand your meaning 
of the word Fawn !" 

Even the Indian was surprised at the Question, and fixed 
his great mysterious eyes on the rider's face, which remained 
as stolid as it was possible to be. To release himself and 
gain time, he merely grazed the side of Sorrel with his rowel, 
who reared and sprung; so that he freed himself from the 
Indian's grasp, but not from the more experienced Clifford, 
who sumpected the manoeuvre, and reiterated the question in 
fury, ** What did you mean by using the word Fawn?" 

" Sir," said Tennis, " I see by the dress you wear, that I 
am in the presence of one of the king's officers. I am now, 
myself, on the king's business, and my own, and I refuse to 
tell you aught but what I am fi)rced to tell." 

**xou shall not get clear by that pretext, young man. I 
see plainly, that by some means you are acquainted with my 
secret, and you must either tell all you know of it or die." 
And with that, he drew out a sword that was hidden under 
his outside coat. " It would be dangerous to allow a living 
man to go^ away from us at this moment, with that in his 
breast which must ruin our plan. What does Indian say ?" 

Kiskataam nodded assent, and swung his tomahawk around 
bis head, ready to strike. At this moment, the round black 
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stone of Dora came to Teunis' mind ; and, without thinking of 
aught else than liis self-preservation, he took it into his hand, 
then pressing upon the hidden spring, the words of the fur-cla^ 
stranger came to his mind, — " Call when you are in danger." 
He blew with a force which startled the two men at his 
saddle, for they evidently expected some new development, 
and lifted their arms as if in defence, when the report of a 
musket came, and then another, which struck the weapons 
from the hands of the interlopers ; so that before they had 
time to recover theipselves, or their weapons, Sorrel was rush- 
ing on between the two lakes, at a speed which defied all 
pursuit. 

Flying was more like the movement of the rider and his 
horse, than running. There was a path wide enough ; and 
which had been well travelled, as the gromid showed, over 
which Teunis rode, bending his head beneath the low branches, 
and wheeling to the right or left, as he required. The. way 
was becoming clearer ; till suddenly he turned into a narroAV 
and rugged defile, that brought him down into the wide glen, 
or clove through which the Kaaterskill was heard falling 
from step to step, on its descent. On coming to the top of 
one of those more prominent than the others, he was alarmed 
by seeing Shandaagan, the grim shadow of Kiskataam, of 
whom we have spoken before, suddenly fall to the ground, as if 
he had been struck by a club. Teunis knew that it could bo 
for no good that he was there, and while it would scarcely 
Berve bis purpose to notice him, still he must not be left iu 
his rear at this time, for he might do him injury ; so, boldly 
riding up to the spot where he saw him sink, he stopped ; 
and first spying out the place where the red man lurked, like 
a serpent in his way, to bite his. horse's heels, he called out 
as if he were speaking to the chief himself, and not to his aid : 

" Kiskataam has come far since the new moon rose. Tho 
chief has got many king's heads in his belt." 

The effect of this side speech was evident upon the sly 
Indian, who was at a loss to persuade himself of what it 
might mean, and with great caution he opened his eyes, when 
Teunis, seeing that his trick took, gave one of those hearty 
laughs which are sure to disconcert an Indian when he is 
found out, by a cunning like his own. Shandaagan rose and 
looked cautiously around, when seeing no one but the rider 
and his horse, he gave a significant ugh I which might mean 
either pleasure or displeasure. 

^^ Shandaagan sleeps early," said Teunis. ^' Hunting deer 
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■m when the laurei is red requires clear eyes in moonlight." 
This was said to throw the savage off his guard, and put him 
at ease with himself, for it was too evident he was on the 
same eiTand which engaged others, and now Teunis felt 
at rest. None of them had found the trail of •Elsie and her 
charge, though all were on the search. He was in no hurry- 
to lide on, nor willing to say more than would serve his own 
ends. So he waited the answer he might receive. 

" The deer hides in the bush all day," was at length the 
reply of the i*ed man, "and scents the hunter in the wind. 
l*ale face has a call of his own that bHngs them to his pond." 

Here .he cast the pupils of his eyes quietly around, marking 
the effect which his hint might have, as if he expected that it 
would be understood. 

Teunis answered in the same enigmatical style. " Indian 
has more traps than the pale face, and has briglit eyes for a 
night trail. When he has no moon he kindles his fire, and 
gets scalps ;" and with these words, pointing to the top of 
one of the little hills, he was silent, but watching the face of 
his companion for the moment, his heart beat with anger and 
with some fear. "There now comes the great dog himself 
with all his hounds of cruelty." 

" Brandt " was the name that the Indian muttered between 
his teeth. 

" Yes, Brandt, the mighty hunter before the Lord, come 
to bum and murder. His dogs' tusks are sharpened at hell- 
fire, and he and Kiskataam, and Clifford " — ^here he paused 
before he spoke — "and Shandaagan will crunch the skulls of 
all the fawns they can catch, bat, by all the great spirits in 
the universe, let them keep out of i)ay way." 

And with that fui-ious speech Teunis rushed down the hill, 
as if he were a fiery flying angel, sent to defend the weak 
against the strong. He was now on the road to Hoogenhuisen, 
where he hoped to find Elsie ; though how she could have 
got there was out of • his calculation. Still, she possessed so 
much sell-reliance, courage and strength herself, he had full 
confidence in her, but not in the power of her companion. 

" She is a teeble-looking thing, that Margaret, compared with 
Elsie," said the young admirer of the Dutch built maiden ; 
" but there is wonderful spirit in some of those trim tight 
limbs. Those blood horses that the red-coat officers have 
would do but Httle at the plough, driven by old Caese and held 
in by Dad, with his dander up, among pine stumps ; but then 
put old Brown and Bet in one of these curricles, with their 
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heavy hjps, I am guessing they would be left behind. But 
then Elsie is not so heavy as she looks along side of that 
English miss. Put her beside Nelly Van Zant, or Peggy 
Troumpour, and see them waddling through the barn-yard 
after the cows : their weight and a three year old would about 
balance the scales. I would match 'Elsie in triggness and 
spirit with Sorrel here at a race, and for a step equi^ to Miss 
Margaret, with all her fine graceftilness and quick movements. 
Well, I am glad she is so nimble and strong ; there is the 
more chance of her escaping these red skins and that haughty 
sinner of an Englishman. It is for no good he is there. I 
wonder what he means by kidnapping his o\vn flesh and 
blood. One thing I am sure of, that I am in for some great 
venture, and here I stake my life, fortune and honor on the 
side of humanity, be that king or country. 

With thoughts full of earnestness, he pursued his journey 
till he arrived at the/ door of Martin Schuyler, with some 
trepidation lest he should meet the old farmer himself, of 
whom he had of late a wholesome dread. He was studying 
in his mind how he best should convince the stern Whig that 
he was a true man and no spy, when he met Angelica her- 
self, who was about the yard vsuperintending the household 
affairs, as he thought, when in reality she was giving orders , 
in the place of Martin himself. That worthy and tjareful 
farmer had not returned, for a reason that we know of; but 
as yet his good vrow was in the dark, nothing having been 
heard from either him or from the daughter. Through the 
day she had driven oft' the young and the old blacks to see 
if they could find any trace of them, who always went a 
little way from home, skulking among the woods and the 
rocks, thinking of spooks and of Indians, and then lying 
down in a safe place, whqre they were sure to go to sleep long 
enough to allow them time to search all the places to which 
tbey were sent, and return with no tidings but bad reports 
of everything horiid. None were faithful and brave except 
old Noll, who had beer;, abroad before he came to Martin, 
and knew something, priding himself on his " trabels among 
the vild men of Batikoo, ven he was kidnapped by de Spanish." 
Noll had been bought by Martin when in New York,, and ho 
gave him the name the Yankee had given him on his passage, 
from the resemblance he saw in the nose of the negro to that 
feature in the face of a'famous Puritan whom the people of 
New England delight to honor. Nor was the name un- 
worthily nor unwittingly bestowed. Noll was a courageous 
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bid soul, and faithftil to boot. So much confidence had Mar- 
tin in him, that he once hired him out on a voyai^e to the West 
Indies, which was undertaken by Garret Abiel, who went 
from the Bught with a load of cattle, and staves, and other 
produce, bringing back rum and molasses. The Elder declared 
that Noll was the best hand he had on board, and could 
mount the sKrouds faster than Jake Van Orden, his chief mate! 

Of old Noll many tales are told, but on the occasion of 
Martin's absence, he was all astray, and had just returned 
before Tennis's arrival, with no news of his master, and sad 
news of the vuur teeken burning from every kekute from 
Albany to Sopus. 

" Did tou see de Measter on the Berg* any vere ? Did tou f^o 
to de Sout Mountain, and to de Nort Mountain ? Did tou see 
any blood upon de vajr ? Did tou see Elsie or, de dog ? — vat 
did tou see r Spak dis moment, Noll. O wee ! O wee I" 

All this time the carefiil wife was collecting together silver 
spoons, chinaware, and other nice things known only in the 
best houses of the colonists, who had came from Holland, or 
who still held intercourse with the mother land. The chief 
of those things, in which, as a good wife, she prided herself, 
had already been put aside before that day, in anticipation of 
such an onslaught, as it had been threatened many a time ; but 
the remainder was now gathered up with care. When all 
the young brood — children of Noll and Minerva:— were sent 
out of the way, these faithfid servants of the househojd, who 
could alone be trusted, were bidden to gather up the bun- 
dles, and carefully stow them into the hidden corner, Avliich 
was not opened to any eyes, except to those who would 
give up life sooner than reveal the secret. 

" O wee I O wee f came ever from the lips and the heart 
of the anxious Angelica. " Dere is de sucker kuppe f dat 
mammy gave me on my bruiloft J day, ven I was a young vrof- 
licken lass, like Elsie. O wee I O wee I Vere is Elsie noo." 

Noll, as if her name suggested another of a different age 
and place, here chimed in with what she had seen on the 
road, where he had been. 

" Yah, vele, may the goede vrowe seek for Elsie. Dat olo 
Torry's kinder § was on de hill, running like de wile cat seek- 
ing Elsie." 

Angelica looked up, as if she had been struck a blow on 
the temple, and almost gasped with earnestness, " And vay 

♦ Mountain. f Sugar bowL % BridaL § Son. 
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do you call de Torry's sonne, Noll ? Answer, negor, for your 
life.'» 

" Noll cannot spak when goede vrowe scolds ; Noll mtist 
wait ande tink — ^Teunis Roe rode down de hill on de sorrel, 
and'e stop near de spring haf vay, ande speak to de sly In- 
dian, Shandaagan — ^iN oil looke from de doder side of de clove." 
' A thousand hopes and fears rushed through the anxious 
mother's mind at this information. She had always en- 
couraged Teunis in the face of all Martin's prejudices ; but 
here was something like holding communication with the 
enemy. It was just in the midst of ^er cogitation that the 
youns man himself entered, and said, almost as soon as ho 
put his foot within door : 

" Has Elsie come home, Anshela ? Tell me, if you would 
save my life ?" 

*' Ande whar's Elsie ? and whar's de Meester ? dat I vant to 
kenne," said the anxious wife and mother; "disdelange* 
dai en me leven,f Teunis ; all is goen to destruction ; no a 
wench vill do aught but cry, de Indians I and every negur 
of dem hiden himself." 

" You have not seen Noll run, vrowe goode ; yet Noll did 

not run when the Spanish tooke him by de les an tied dim ; 

and dis scalp vill be but poor glody ;" and like all his race, 

when he was not crying during excitement, he was sure to 

. laugh. 

Angelica and Teunis had retired to another comer, where 
they were in earnest consultation concerning what was to be 
done ; for now a crisis in the affairs of all had come, and it 
must be met. There was no other way than to abandon all 
the houses and the bams to the cruelty of the savaj^es, who were 
almost sure to wreak their vengeance on Martin's head and. 
property. Teunis gave Noll such advico as the old negro 
would take from him ; which was but little, till the mistress of 
the house backed it by her word. The cattle were driven oflf 
to seek refuge on the hills. All had been buriM that could 
be put in the ground ; furniture was sent off to caves, and 
unaer water-falls, and clothing distributed among neighbor- 
ing friends, who were not likelv to be exposed to the ravages 
of the enemy. The most difficult matter was to dispose of 
the negroes in such a way that they could be taken care of. 
Like all animals, they clung to their first nest ; and as some 
of them were now nearly as old as Angelica herself, and 
some she found when she came to Hoogenhuisen to be mistressg 

* Long. f life. 
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it was the most trying part of her duty to put them in a way 
of securing themselves against injury. There was an old 
house still standing down in a glen, in which they stowed 
away lumber and useless tools, and things which Mai*tin 
hated to bum : into that building Noll was to move all the 
black family, and as the greatest part of them were his own 
offspring, of two generations, he succeeded in collecting them, 
in a drove, and putting them under the direction of old Bet, 
who managed amidst screams and cries of no uncommon 
kind, to brmg them safely to their house of refuge. 

AU this had to be done before Angelica could move ; but 
when all was accomplished she sat down beside the large 
fire-place, where the greater part of her life had been spent, 
and though the worde O wee I O wee I — alas I alas ! — were 
frequently on her tongue, she did not give herself up to 
despair and to inefficiency. 

In the meantime Tennis was out surveying the whole 
•ground, so that as much property might be secured as possible. 
Ketuming toward the house after helping to drive off the 
cattle and the hogs into the woods, he stood on a knoll, 
from whence he surveyed the warning-fires, that rose all along 
the river, and on the King's Ridge, Tike a string of lamps lit 
for a festival, where was to be feasting and frolicking. 

'* Yes," said Tennis, speaking to limiself, " there will be 
noise and commotion soon. The ball is just opening, and 
unless God interferes, many a hearth will be desolate. What 
should I do ? ' Humanity is the first duty. What does the 
Dominie say ? ' Die vader of moeder liefhe^t boven mij is 
niijns niet waardig? 'He that loveth father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me.' Well, I love one more 
than father or mother, and she is exposed to the wrath of a 
cruel enemy. But wc/uld I venture my life and honor for 
another girl in the Kiiatsberg, or on the airth ? and yet I 
feel that I am but following out my conviction ; only 1 have 
been as undecided as my pistol is when it hangs fire. This 
trouble has made me pick my flint. One thing I am pure is 
right now — help Angelica in her trouble. The Dominie again 
must help me here for encouragement. ' Kleenen te drinken 
geeft aUeenlijk eenen beker koud water^^ A,cup of cold water 
to one of these little ones, will ease my conscience, more in 
my last moments than a sea of blood in the cause of King 
George.' " 

In the midst of these musings his eye was fixed on a small 
fire that twinkled among the heavy trees that grew on the 
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opposite side of the gulf from were he stood. The secrecy 
of the place, and the silence, convinced him that the time was 
at hand for the threatened attack; and without further 
delay he hastened back to warn Angelica of the danger. As 
he turned to enter the door-yard, he saw between him and 
the bam wall a figure moving hastily from him, and disap- 
pearing in the shade. This was nO pldisant reflection, for he 
was convinced that it must be some spy sent from the enemy, 
who was posted near ; so he ran toward the place as lightly 
as he could, and just succeeded in obtaining a glimpse of 
Shandaagan, but that was all. It was in vain to pursue him, 
ftirther, so he hastened back to where he had left Angelica, 
but it was with equal fear and surprise tjiat he found all 
empty. The fire burned on the hearth, and other things 
wererin the same condition as he had seen them an hour ago, 
but all was silent. 

H^ turned to go, after a vain search, satisfied thai the 
vrowe had retired to some hiding-place of which she knew 
herself. He was mounting the impatient Sorrel, when 
Angelica came to him, and with great tenderbess and emo- 
tion took his hand. 

" Tennis, tee vele be kind to Elsie. Martin viU yield. 0, 
wee I O, wee I dis may be ou,r last meeting. My dochter ! 
my dochter I" 

Here the feelings of the mother overpowered her. 

" I cannot leave you," mother, he was going to say, 
** Come up behind me here on Sorrel, and you will be put 
safe down in any place where you wish to go ;" for he knew 
that he could not ofier her a place of refuge even with his 
mother, lest his father should find her there. 

" Kay, nay, Teunie, I must wait here. De wolf zal met 
het lam verkeeren ende luypart by den guiten hok nedde?^ 
legen zal all doyven ; and with that, she suddenly turned 
from him and disappeared, where Teunis could not find out, 
and, as he rightly judged, she had sought the hiding-pla(ie, 
and did not wish that even he should know the spot, he 
rode off at full speed for the Baackouter, where his father 
was expecting him with great impatience. 

" The goode vrowe," said Teunis to himself " spoke a pro- 
phecy, and more than she intended, when she said the wolf 
shall dwell with* the lamb ; for my fear is now, that that greedy 
wol^ Kiskataam, will have my lamb beside him before the morn- 
ing, and the English kid will be at the mercy of that cruel 
leopard, who evidently would lick her blood. But let me not 
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despair ; Elsie will go through where any other wonld stick 
fast," 

Going on at as rapid a rate as the ground would allow 
him ; for he had turned into one of those byways which he 
knew well, he came to a low marshy place, where the ground 
was like si thick carpet ; so soft 'that the shoes of his horse 
made no noise. One reason why he chose it was, that he 
might avoid any scouts sent to spy the public road. All at 
once his horse pricked np his ears ; a certain warning, which 
a cautious man never despises. Nor was it needless in this 
instance, for both rider and horse, were in a moment all 
alive. All eye and ear. Tennis looked round, and paused 
that he might hear ; and weU it was that he did use au these 
precautions, for just as he was about to put the spur into the 
flanks of Sorrel, and escape out of the narrow defile, he heard 
a low bark on his left, which assured him that some one was 
close by. He wheeled his horse round a rock, which stood 
near, and there behind it was the Indian Shandaagan, holding 
the dog. Rover, by a bark string, from which he was evi- 
dently trying to escape. He was holding the dog's jaws 
between his fingers to prevent his giving alarm. Tennis was 
the first to speak, as a white man, however slow he be, is 
always sure to do. 

"Shandaagan is kind to Martin's dog. The folks of 
Hoogenhuisen want the dog. They need all their friends. 
The Indian always got milk and succotash at Martin's 
house." 

These words,were cold thrusts to the wily Indian ; and he 
was at a loss whether to interpret them as the expression of 
simple earnest, or intended sarcasm. Had he been sure 
concerning the yoimg Dutchman's knowledge of recent fiicts, 
he would have had some cue ; or were he sure to which side 
of the public contest he leaned, the difficulty would have been 
less ; but in doubt he yielded to the suggestion of giving up 
the dog to the rightful owner, by putting him at the disposal 
of Teunis. 

" Indian knows Martin's dog, and dog loves Shandaagan." 
This was said as an excuse for his having the property of 
Martin in his possession. 

" Dog loves Shandaagan with a string," said Tennis, laugh- 
ing, so that the other felt the rebuke, and let go his hold, 
which Rover no sooner found out, than he leapt up in recog- 
nition of the new comer. This so mortified the Indian, tha^ 
he betrayed some feeling, and was ready to execute any c^ 
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trary manoBuvre, which might divert the Dutchman from the 
game he himself was endeavoring to entrap ; for, as all may 
gaess, it was after Elsie and her companion that he was 
tracking ; and the dog he had been using to this end aU the 
morning, since the time he had succeeded in captuiing the 
unfortunate Martin. Knowing, as he did, the political bias 
of old Jacob Roe, he presumed that any information of the 
movements of the king's partv must interest the young 
man. So stepping up close to the saddle, as if he were con- 
fiding a secret to the. rider, he almost whispered, as he 
pointed his finger in the direction where Tennis had seen the 
fire, and said : 

"Brandt's braves slide down the mountain. The pine 
trees shake with their feet." 

Tennis started at this announcement, and chegking up his 
rein, he sat erect, ready to spring. "Where is Brandt and 
111 8 men ?" He was nearly saying verwerpelyk — ^reprobates — 
-ivhen he bit his lip, which the sly Indian md not see, or he 
would not have replied as he did. 

" See I there they are now, and the young Dutchman is 
wanted by King George's men,'* 

" Where then are the rest of the king's servants ? Where 
is Kiskataam ? Why is Shandaagan not there instead of 
lying here behind a stone, nursing a dog in a string ?" 

This cut to the quick, but the red man was on his guard, 
and quietly walked off, saying something about " watching 
the fire on the rock." He gave a careless whistle, intended 
for the dog, but the latter preferred Hberty to a chain, and 
ran barking and leaping up before Sorrel, who sympathized 
with the spirit, by making up for the loss of time by his in- 
creased speed. 

Down the mountain the three went, each one apparently 
more eager than the others ; but Rover was always in the 
van, with curled tail ; and as he turned occasionally around, 
he seemed to say, " I know more of them you seek, than 
you can ever know without my help." The thought of using 
the animal in finding out his mistress grew before his mind, 
till it became a settled thing with him, by the time he stood 
on the hill that overlooked Baackouter, where his father's 
house was ; when all at once the <juestion rose to his tongue : 
What should be done with Rover ? They will ask me where 
I have been, and then as quick as one question is put, the 
next w^ll be — " Have you been at Martin's ?" They all know 
Rover, and my liking for his mistress ; and she is a Whif' 
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and as they will be sure to abuse all Whigs, her father must 
take the chief share. They will torment me till ,1 break out 
in a passion and declare myself. I will send the dog back. 
He will find out his friends, and help to protect them. Ho 
tried to drive Rover back, but he ran all the faster ; then 
hiding himself he would come up at full speed, and pass the 
horse with a bound, as if proud of his feat. 

" You must take your risk then, poor dog, though I fear 
if Dad sees you, there will be but little mercy shown to you, 
Whig as you are." 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE DEPTHS OF SATAN. 

** Do tbon but threat, lond storms shall make reply. 
And thunder echo to the trembling sky ; 
The drudging sun, from his old beaten way, 
Shall at thy voice start,* and misguide the day. 
Heaven's ^ded troops shall flutter here and there. 
Mocking thy eldritch tones around the sphere.'* 

COWLKT. 

JPkiusiNG wad new to this young man. He had sat for 
hours gazing into the fire, seeing droves of red deer and 
. swarms of wildcats running over the hills, but his mind went no 
farther than the fire. His ideas were all gathered from the 
narrow bounds of his nativity. But here, on his horse, he 
sat in silence, while his thoughts, new fledged, were floating 
in an atmosphere of love. Suddenly waking up, he rode 
down hill at full speed, and in the twilight was, after the ex- 
citing events of the day, in a proper state of mind to become 
superstitious. Still, being now in great haste, he left the 
main road for a bridle path he knew well, and which led 
him through the bed of a spnng stream that ran down to the 
flats below. The land lay high on both sides, and the little 
lio^ht at this hour was almost entirely shut out. On the side 
ol one of these little hills was a deep pit, which tradition 
said had been dug by a crazy German, who had conceived 
the notion that sOme precipus metal lay imbedded there. 
From the time of the discovery of the Hudson River, gold 
eeekers had been all over these mountains, and wonderful 
tales were rife of silver mines being found when sinking wells 
and while hunting wolves. Some one had shown Ileindrick 
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Van Guilder a shining stone that he pronounced gold, &d 
this set him crazy that he might find out the bed where it 
came from. He bought the secret at a high price, and fcr 
months, alone, day and night, was he found dig, dig, digging 
still, in hopes of reaching the treasure. He had one answer 
to all that found him out. "What are you doing there, 
lleindrick?" 

"Het koningrijk der hemelen or dis het my graf." He 
would either have the kingdom of heaven or a grave. 

A grave he did find, for one day some hunters, following 
their dogs, came into this hollow, when, horrible to behold I 
there stood, in his pit, Heindrick, with his spade in hand, 
looking down into the ground. They called to him, but he 
gave no reply. After a. while, one more daring than the rest 
ventured down, and found that the body was stiff and 
frozen. They laid him out as he was, covering him up with 
the earth he had thrown out himself. Ever after, super- 
stition and natural fear combined to render this a haunted 
place. A slight shiver came over the young Boerman as he 
passed the place where the disappointed gold digger lay. 
It was said that groans and sighs had been heard coming 
out of the pit, as if some weary man were expressing his sor- 
row over something lost ; and these would continue till they 
would be interrupted by shouts of contempt, as if the poor 
•wretch were taunted by those who had themselves known 
what disappointed ambition was, and were now tOQ eager to 
have a companion in their misery. When these reports were 
brought to the Dominie he generally smiled, whether in doubt 
or belief no one could guess, but when Bromie Van Guiseu 
told him that he saw a terrime thing in the moonlight, that 
was the very shape of an ass, the good man could not restrain 
telling him he was frightened at ms own shadow. 

Teunis this evening passed the pit almost expecting to see 
something, at the close of a day in which he had seen so much 
already. Sure enough, voices fell upon his ears. At first he 
was determined to believe that they were in his imagination 
only, but his horse, pricking up his ears, proved to him that 
the animal, through her instinct, felt herself to be on devilish 
ground. What startled the young horseman still more, was 
the flight of Rover, who had retreated homeward with a speed 
which the man was just about imitating. As it was, he now ' 
was brought to a stand-still condition, and listening, he heard 
sounds not unfamiliar to his ears. It was the tam4am — the 
Afirican drum — which the negroes used in all their jollifica- 
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liens. Its beinjj beaten at that time, though evidently nnder 
restraint and at intervals, intimated to the listener that some- 
t]|ing^ was going on in the nether regions. 

"These are not spooks," said Teunis to himself, "that I 
need be afraid of. If they be entertaining old Heindrick Van 
Guilder, he has better company than the country believes. 
Let me find mpt these geestes." 

With thesPreflections, he tied Son-el to a tree and followed 
the sounds, which became more distinct at every step. 
Climbing up one of those steep ascents, found at the base of 
the mountain, about one hundred feet, and proceeding hastily 
in a southerly course, he saw lights shining from below on his 
left hand. On looking narrowly, he perceived that those 
lights and sounds came alike from a deep defile that was 
hidden by the trees and bushes, which grew thick on the 
sides, and spread their branches so as to meet across, making 
a dark, damp, though spacious apartment, &r down from the 
place where Teunis stood. He remembered the place, having 
entered from below through a small, covered, natural entrance, 
where the fox and the bear found a refuge during the gloomy 
months of winter. It had in former times been a retreat for 
the Indians. Ashes, cinders, pipes and arrow heads wei-e 
found here, together with their utensils for cooking fish. 
The mill, in which some ancient squaw had ground her corn 
to meal, had been dug out from one of the recesses in that 
rock, and stood as an ornament upon Garret Abiel's mantel- 
shelf, left ttere, no doubt, as in a place of safety, till her re- 
turn ; but alas ! the place that once knew her, now knows 
neither her nor her race any more. 

Their cave was occupied at the time Teunis gazed down, 
by another race, whom the great Mohicans, in the days of 
Etau-o-quam, king of the rivers, would have despised. 
About sixty negroes of the jettest black, male and female, 
were assembled around a rough stone furnace, about three 
feet high, which looked like one of those ancient altars at 
Baal, seen in the pictures of old Dutch Bibles. On the top 
burned a bright fire, fed by pine cones, gathered near the 
place. The heat and smoke were difiused around ; finding 
their way up to where Teunis lay, looking down upon the 
whole crew with curious anaazement, Tney sat on their 
haunches in a circle round the fire ; a man and a woman 
alternately, all naked to the waist. Their elbows rested on 
their knees, while they held out the palms of their hands, be- 
tween their faces and the fire, as if to catch the heat and 
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turn aside the blaze. In this posture they chanted some ont- 
landish words, which were varied by a chorus, which carae 
nearer to- the squeaking of pigs than any sound the listener 
ever heard. When his eves "were set so as to distinguish 
objects and persons sufficiently plain, he perceived that the 
company were all known to him, belonging as tl^y did to the 
families around. Most of them were direct i^m Afnca— 
some brought hither when young, but there" were ruling 
spirits among thera who knew the difference between the 
country of their birth, with its customs, and the one in which 
they now lived. First and seemingly highest in the seat of 
honor was Cuffee, AbiePs chief man of all work. The Elder, 
on his way back from Jamaica, where he had been with horses 
and cattle, landed at New York, where he exchanged mo- 
lasses and rum for a lively black fellow, who bemff able 
bodied, and sometimes too, able minded for the Dutch boys 
of his own age, became quite an important personage in the 
Bught, far and near. He always maintained that he was the 
oldest son of an Afiican king ; and one of the favorite enter- 
tainments of the fireside on winter nights, was to get Cuffee 
to tell how he was kidnapped when he was on his bridal tour 
with Coomba. He would say : 

** She was'm gran* sodger. Had great .body guard ob 
Toung febels, like herselb; all very hebby and very lubby; 
tebby as massa's young steer, ebery one." 

He made out a long story about breaking through a fence, 
for a sacrifice that Fetish must have, for getting him such a 
good wife ; and how just when be had secured the finest 
Tomig maiden of the village, the men of the place came be- 
hind them, seizing him and othoi'S, putting a bamboo girdle 
round him, to which they tied his hands down to his side, 
till he was put on board ship, and landed in IQng George's 
dominions at New York. 

" Served you right," the young lads would say, to provoke 
him. " Good for you, Cufiy," the old vrows would cry, " to 
be brought here where tne good Dominie would make a 
Christian of you, if you had not zeven duivels in tee; yaw, 
zeventig maal — zeven maal duivels." 

" Juggue man for me," he would answer with haste ; and 
sometimes with a stroke of paganism that startled his honest 
hearers. All the authority of his master could not make him 
enter the church door, nor bring hmi to sit patiently while 
the good pastor cateduzed the other members of the house 
hold. 
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The other actors in this hidden drama— or whatever else it 
was — did jiot yet appear, were Dora, and her son, a miser- 
able hunchback of over twenty-five years of age, though 
only about four feet in height. His breast J)rotruded far out, 
while his head sank down between his shoulders so that 
when he walked it seemed to rise regularly up and down, as 
if his spine struck, every step he took, upon a spring at the 
root, that sent it back with a force which kept the upper 
knob bob, bobbing, making his height vary about four inches 
at each step. Nor was this all, for ^is eyes and ears 
obeyed the downward and upward motion ; ahnost meeting 
when he stretched, and rolUng off when he crouched. The 
effect on the spectator was to keep him half way between 
terror and laughter, every time the strange figure moved. 
Along with these curious contortions, he had the unnatural 
power of ventriloquism, which his mother had found out 
early, and encouraged for her own purposes. ,He had a 
shrewdness that was remarkable ; and most seen at the time 
he was left to himself, for then the use of all language seemed 
free. In his mother's presence he seemed but a part of her- 
self, and understood every sign she gave, watclung how he 
might carry out her designs. This arose from her constantly 
telling him that the Fetish god was in him ; and so rare and 
singular was the power of double speech, that the whites 
around them hardly knew of it : and as to the blacks, they all 
regarded Unga Golah as the mouth of the Fetish, and Dora 
as the regular and true Priestess. 

Tennis, however, was not altogether ignortmt of these 
things. From daily intercourse with the blacks, and espe- 
cially with the hunchback, who was nearly of his own age, he 
had discovered this hidden power of speaking double. Re- 
cently, however, he had observed that Dora had checked 
hhn, and that some strange notions had taken possession of 
her brain. He had found her at home, and also in the bush, 
training her oracle, by putting him through a kind of drilling 
in the African language ; as he or she would respond to it in 
Dutch or English, or a gibberish of all three. 

The influence which the black crone had over her ignorant 
associates was sufficient to turn her head, and her son's with 
her ; and no one, knowing the barbarism from which they had 
emerged so recently, need wonder at the rites of superstition 
practised by them in secret, since the fear of a Great Supreme 
was not lessened by their translation hither, even when it was 
directed aright by instruction in the true faith. . 
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What astonished Teams was the actttal earnestness of the 
whole band. Accustomed as he had always been to the loud 
and frivolous mirth of the blacks, he waited after their first 
song and their dance hand in hand round something that 
stood in the middle of the rough floor, with Dora and XJnga 
Golah bjit, to hear them break out in a confused Babylon of 
tongues, laughter, and shrieks ; but no such noises followed. 
He was then convinced that something serious was going on. 
Surprise gave way to curiosity. He now remembered what 
had been talked of some time since concerning the witchcraft 
of Dora and Juggy — ^for by that name the hunchback was 
known all over the' region — and how Cuffee was seen to 
plunge into the woods at certain times, said to be at the full 
moon, till at last suspicion was aroused, that conspiracy was 
going on among the slaves, when they were followed, and 
watched by David Abiel, who reported somiething hke the 
very scene Teunis was now witnessing. 

" Let me tell you," said the Elder to the Dominie, "that 
strange doings are going on below Face outer." 

But the common sense pastor hooted at it, and smoked 
away at the other pipe. 

The Elder, somewhat piqued, said: "Dominie, you don't 
mean that our David is a luegnaar /" 

" Nay, nay, Elder, he is no liar, but he may tell very large 
truths. This cuppee of good Hollands would be good stuff 
were you to throw it into your water cask out there ; but I 
vow, I would rather have the water by itself, and another 
cuppee — pure,* though less of it." 

" Well, Dominie, you are a wise man, but I believe that 
Cuffee is a red hieden en de toUenaar ; and that Dora, for all 
you praise her and her kinderen, is niet else than a Tooverd." * 

The Dominie laughed, saying : " Strange to find Cuffee a 
heathen and a publican, in an elder's family ; and believe me 
that some other folks are more of the witch kind than Dora," 

The truth was that Dora attended the kerke regularly, and 
was on the outside all Christian. Naturally apt and cunning, 
8he had picked up many of the practices she saw, and used 
them, the better to blind the white folks and carry on her 
designs : though it would have been difficult to say what 
these were, beyond the self-gratification of having others 
afraid of her. 

After chanting the song that Teunis first heard, the drde 

* Witch. ' '^ 

6 
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widened for the danbe. Half naked as they were, their 
bodies glittering with oil and vinegar, so that the gloss might 
remain, they stood out waiting for the sign which was given, 
when Jnggy threw some mixture into the fii*e, that sent itp a 
greenish blaze, like what salt and brimstone, when bunied 
with alcohol, will produce, Teunis stood aghast when he be- 
held them all with their green eyes glancing, their white 
jiaws chattering, and their mnbs going like the legs of largo 
toads in a putrid pond, when the sun is hot ana the trees 
shady. 

To hdghten the effect of her power, Dora poured upon 
her hands some liquid, and proceeded to take up some coals 
of fire, tossing them unharmed frcmi one h«nnd to the other, 
and even putting out her tongue as if she could eat fire. 
Teunis knew of her tricks in this, but her followers shouted 
*^gree, gree man," giving her sacred honors. This was the 
word by which the old witch had often frightened Teunis 
when he was a child, but this was the first time he had seen 
its meaning to be hei^enish, and as connected with herself. 
He had once heard her, when in a rage, utter a mixture of 
words, which he supposed to be a pagan curse, when gree, 
gree, was the burden of the rhyme ; and Tom, the Domi- 
nie's man, had often been heard to say, that Dora was a gree 
ffree priestess in Guinea. These Jthings were current, but 
witch was the highest title bestowed upon her among the 
whites. 

The dance over, there was a long, rough box produced 
from a recess in the rocks, and laid down ^vith great care. 
It was ornamented with different colored cloths, not unlike 
the quilts, or chair cushions, found in old houses of wealth, 
where the ladies have time to be ornamental as well as use- 
ful. On laying the chest down on the ground, there ran 
through the whole circle the sound, Fetish ! fetish ! Teu- 
nis knew this word well from hearing Dora repeat it in her 
prajer, in the same breath with Ileeren, Godeu, Fetish ; 
which he supposed was but the African word for God. He 
now found the true meaning. This must be some kind of an 
idoL ; and she was the acting priestess. Uncovering the box, 
she moved round it in a becSLoning gait, snapping her fingers, 
which was the signal for the who^ company to follow with 
the same movement, and the same sound. 

After this, all stood still, when the voice of Dora- was 
heard calling out Unga Golah ; and the deformed imp came 
forward, crawling on his hands and knees, close up to the 
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box, asking in a loud T?higper, nt the opening in the end of 
the box, in the' African tpngue : 

" Who shall be king of the colored regiment ?" 

When an answer came as if out of the inside, loud enough 
to be beard through the cave : 

" Who should he captain but de Bang of Dahomey and de 
Prince of BungjJore ?" ^ 

Cuffee gave a start, so well feigned that it was considered 
real, and as no one but the initiated imderstood the trick, 
and these did not exceed three persons present, it was no 
wonder that all ran back in fear, when Dora opened the box, 
and out sprung a rattlesnake, with its fiery tongue protruded 
from its mouth. Mdre horrcM* still seized them, when the 
hunchback, without the least hesitation, lifted the reptile in 
Ids hands, twisting him round his short neck, with the 
open jaws of the snake before his face, so that the mouth of 
the human monster was ready to speak in question or reply. 
Walkmg back into the ^ithest recess of the cave, he stepped 
upon a shelf in the rook, when he put his lips out, and his 
head at the highest, and calling in a loud voice : 

'* Who be captain of de black regiment for de great King 
George ?'> 

" Mongee Onffee, prince of Dahomey." This answer wa? 
in an entirely different voixse ; and to those who saw the ugly 
snako, how it writhed and turned, putting out its tongue 
fiercely, and many times, the reply evidently came from it ; 
for Juggy had covered his own mouth so that his lips never 
moved. Besides, the voice was neither that of man nor wo- 
man, but a sound which any superstitious mind would inter- 
pret as a fieiKi's answer. 

Tennis began to see through this trick and its object, and 
was curious to ascertain, from actual observation, how far 
Cuffee's mind accorded with the bint given. It was evident 
that all eyes were fixed on him, expecting some demonstra- 
tion, when he rose, bowing himself all the way up to the 
place where the snake and his master stood, and asked : 

" Vat vill de Fetish hab de Kmg of Dahomey do first ?» 

" Gib de big Elder 'Biel into de ban's ob de great Ingen 
dis night." 

What deceived even Tennis so far was the number of 
times this was repeated. It seemed as if it came out of the 
rocks, behind and from above, again and again, ten times 
over, assuring him that, well as he knew the cunning dwarf, 
there was something more in the power l>e posSi^^38ed than a 

36414R 
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mere double voice. Nor did he folly nnd^rstaaid it till 
afterward, going into the same recess, he q>oke a few worda^ 
which were echoed and reechoed so often, that he hecame 
startled lest he had wakened np the African gree gree of 
bis childigh days. By repeating, the secret was revealed^ 
and certainly it was well fitted for the ceU of a necromancer ; 
more especially for such a one as Juggy, with his double • 
voice. 

As the play went on, between the hunchback and the 
snake, Cuffee assumed more boldness, becoming desirous of 
having his future fortune told. 

*^ Fetish say dat Guffee vill be b^ capden en kiog's Mack 
army, dat is to be. Wat coat sail Cuffee wear ?" 

*^ Red like de coal, and de color of de blood, when de 
pigs squeal. De coat sail glitter all de over wid silver, like 
de plum-tree in de spring, when de birds sing small abobe de 
windows." 

The great stout fellow stood out at full length, well satis- 
fied that his time was come to act ; and so turmng to the 
rest, who were looking with perfect admiration, he addressed 
them in what he intended should be a moving speech. 

" Coloerd bruders of de good Guinea blood, dat has run 
like de Cauterskill Creek, through three generations. Brud- 
ers, you'd 'members de day when de sun rose before you, and 
set when you'd put out de finger at him, till he would get 
blood in de fece. No whip den make Cuffee jumb ; no ox 
waitin' for him chewing his cud; no milk deo, but to drink it 
all. All de earth beautiful as missis' gownde when she go 
out to drink tea ; and de trees sparkling like de butt'ns on 
massa's Sunday coat. De dolphins sport in de water like de 
calves when de cow-bell tinkles in de woods, and Cufiee lying 
on de ground, make believe in de sleep and dream. 

^^ All dat seek dese fine tings, meet Cufiee at Phoebe Hotel, 
where de bounty will be paid down in bright dollars, out of 
de big chest dat lies in de back room, under de ole man's 
bed, when de key is put into dis place by de big Indian, at 
tvvelve in de middle of de night." 

The secret was out — ^Tennis saw through the whole. The 
Tories were at the bottom of a devilish plot, stiningup these 
blacks to massacre their masters, and the reward was to be 
the spoils. This cunning dog, remembering fonner times, 
and having his vanity fed, was ready to do whatever came to 
his hand. He had influence with others, and what he lacked 
Dora made up. Laws had been passed against negroes 
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meeting by thenxselres, and many alarms had been raised in 
Teunis* time. He had heard of a great conspiracy during 
the French war, when hundreds ran off to <>anada; and 
doubtless here was something of the same kind. These 
ignorant creatures were as hkely to kill on the one side as 
on the other. The mind of Tennis was made up to frustrate 
•this bloody attempt, and by the way of beginning the counter 
plot, he resolved to disturb the horrid assemblage at this 
present time. 

As he was casting this about in his mind, Doi:^ was pre- 
paring some new cantrap, vciid had cast fresh fuel with some ^ 
sickening stuff into the fire, which rose up to the place where 
Tennis lay, making him sneeze so loud that it must have been 
heard, only that they were all sneezing themselves in chorus. 
When they became quiet, Cuffee was questioning the dwarf 
more minutely concerning his future prospects; and was 
dancing in perfect rapture at the thought of having gold lace 
at his shoulders, and a cocked hat on his head, with a red and 
white feather. The answer to all his demands came from 
the alcove at the far end of the cave, where the box with the 
mysterious snake had been carefully deposited. So perfect 
were the sounds, that a stranger could not help being im- 
posed upon. The attention of the whole company was thus 
purposely diverted away from the doings of Dora, who was 
engaged looking down to the ground, at a place where Ten- 
nis remembered there was a clear spring. When ready, she 
<»dled upon Cuffee, and bade him look, and ask whatever he 
pleased. He obeyed, when a voice came up out of the water, 
that made him start back with amazement* She called up 
another of the company, but prompted him to the question, 
which obtained the answer that the hunchback always gave 
as out of the spring. ' Two of these will give the general 
drift. 

Up stepped a merry-looking fellow called Jerry ; and as 
he bent over the pure water hole that glittered in the torch 
light, he called out : 

" What sail Juggy make Jerry in de great army ?" 

" Jerry shall have de care of all de rum in de cellar of de 
King George ; and of de pie and olecakes for gibing to 
oders." 

Nothing could please this worthy better than this, as he 
^owed by the width of his mouth when he rose. 

H^e an old grey-headed, merry-looking, man knelt down, 
asking in a laughing tone : 
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^' Shall Gaese hab a place in de gran' army ? Moder Dora, - 
bid Fetish speak." 

The answer came np : ** Memby Osesar play »pon de sack- 
but and harp, de psaltery and de organ of King Solomon." 

Caesar came away grumbling to himself, ''Noting said 
*bout de good fiddle and de bow." 

True to their Ethiopian natu];e, their blood began to circu- 
late freely, and their bodies became restless for motion ; 
Dora, to indulge them, brought them together in a lin^, 
which ran around her and the dwarf in rapid motion. • His 
'head rose and fell as that of a turtle, when excited by some 
mischievous boy. Voices were heard all around encouraging 
the mirth, as if coming from the invisible world. A stroke 
of humor came across the mind of Tennis at this instant, and 
in that vein, following out his resc^ution of bi-eaking up ther 
assemblage, he took his powder-horn, which had been filled 
fresh that morning, and making an (^ning with his knife 
into the gin-flask, that he intended to have left wilJi Elsie, but 
which was still nearly full, and putting the horn into the gin, he 
prepared to set fire to the liquor ; but how was i}\fi,t to effect 
anything at the height he stood above them ? A lucky thought 
entered his head ; his stocking' was worked with worsted 
of the strong, firm kind, more uke hempen string than soft 
lamb's wool ; the unravelling of one of these from the top was 
but the work of a few minutes, and with the yam he lowered 
his vessel, now on fire, over the brink of the precipice. It 
soon attracted the eyes of the revellers below by its bright 
blue flame. With the exception of Dora, all regarded the 
new luminary as a part of lie ceremony, and w^t^ with 
6pen mouth, nose, and eyiBs for the next act. Not so the 
prime mover, who became alarmed lest her own tricks had 
called down the wrath of a greater than Fetish ; and giving 
a scream, too natural not to be felt as genuine fear, aU were 
ready to join in the chorus, when the fire reached the pow- 
der just when the flask touched the rock, on which the mys- 
teriousbox stood, and the explosion came, calling forth echo 
and reecho from the inner chambers of the den, till it 
seemed as if they would never cease. The shrieking and 
yelling of sixty frightened wretches were not so easily set at 
rest. Taking their cue from their priestess, they ran, she 
following, or rather leading them toward the narrow entrance, 
where they leaped over each other like cattle crowding a 
gateway. 

Tennis, in telling the Dominie afterward of the occurrence. 
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said that the most amazing thing -of the whole to him was 
the terror of Dora, after what he heard her say, and when he 
saw the boldness of her actions. 

" You needed not that case to explain to you what you 
have often heard me say, that the wicked run when no man 
pursueth ; and then see how the witch of Endor was more 
iifraid than any of the company, when she saw the doings of 
the Lord. But tell us," the Dominie asked, " how that imp 
of Sathauas behaved ? I mean Juggy the Hunchback." 

" He seemed the only self-possessed mortal of them all. 
He danced and leaped frantically, till he spied, after the 
smoke passed away, that the sacred chest was shattered into 
a thousand pieces, when he immediately, and in haste, crawled 
on his hands and knees around the spot, calling out ^' Groote 
draak — great dragon — aude. slang, old serpent, Duivel en 
Satanas, Fetish-gree-gree ;" all in Dutch, English, and Afri- 
can mixed up, till at last, finding what he wanted, the snake, 
he held it m his hands, uttering some gibberish which he 
intended for a Lamentation, Finding that life was gone, and 
that there was nothing in the dead worm either for his fear 
or his love, he threw it on the ground, stamping on it with a 
revengeful look and loud curses, ending the tragedy with a 
fiendish laugh, which I, out of mischief, returned in the same< 
tone. It was now that the imp showed signs of fear ; for 
knowing within himself that this was not his own double, he 
fled as last as his shuffling feet would allow him, throwing, 
as he passed the fire, a handful of the stuff into it which had 
caased the green fiame and the pungent smell which had 
made us all sneeze. I left the mouth of the pit saying, I 
hdtieve this is the devil's snufi^ and a proper place it is to ex- 
pect to get it, for that is nothing ^he than the bottomless 
pit.»» 
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CHAPTER X. 



THE PSSILS OF A PILGRIMAGE. 

** Let not a torrent of impetooiu seal 
Transport thee thus beyond the bounds of reason ; 
True fortitude Is seen in great expk^ts 
Ibat justice warrants, and that wisdom guides; 
AH else is towering ft-enzy and distraction.** 

Addisoi's Oaio, 

The young Dutchman reached home that evemng tired, 
and fiill of a thousand reflections all new to him, and he had 
ahready laid down a scheme for the next day, which, like 
many sudi plans, was to be upset before he fell asleep. 

He found the main room of the house filled with men, and 
all sitting in dense darkness. It was a secret conclave, such 
as Tennis had witnessed before, when soi6^ event of moment 
was expected. The men spoke in whispei-s, and had by this 
time nearly finished their discussion, and were about to take 
action. It appeared, from gathered conversation afterward, 
that the subject was of an offensive and also of a defensive 
character. The Dominie, who was of a determined and hot 
temper in political things, took strong side against the Tories, 
no matter whether they were of the active or of the passive 
kind. He had of late forced some of his people to show their 
hands, and had threatened to bring them all out. To obtmn 
eeclesiastical authority, and to bring the recusants and the 
lukewai*m to their senses, was the object of a journey he had* 
taken that very day to Sopus, where he was to meet Ids 
brother Dominies in their classis. To get the start of the 
reverend man, and prevent his severe discipline on his return, 
which they of the king's party were sure to receive in its ut- 
most seveiity, was the intention pf the present gathering. 
They had, after many a whiff and jabber, fixed upon their 
plan, and were waiting for volunteers who would qs^yty it 
into execution. As none but the old men were admitted into 
the counsel, it was difficult to see how their meeting could 
result in anything practically beneficial. The seizing of the 
Dominie himself, along with the whole consistory, was a bold 
stroke for a few dull-headed men. But nothing shoit of this 
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was their aim, and for this very purpose Brandt was called 
•east after his raid upon Wyoming. His scouts had given warn- 
ing of his approach, so that *' now or never " was the word. 
The chance was opportune, and yet there was a hesitation 
with some on conscientious grounds, and with others on su- 
perstition. There was a fear that the scheme would fall 
. through for want of young men. The leader in their counsel 
saw the deficiency, and regretting it, had, with adroitness, 
brought in a fresh supply of the genuine Virginia tobacco, 
lighting his own pipe first, so that the nostrils of the com- 
pany were soon regaJed and demanded another pipe. It was 
while they smoked this, slowly, that several young men came 
in who had been sent for intentionally. Tennis entered along 
with them, as of right. 

"Tee zal never get me nor myne* sonne at trappindo 
Dominie, like as we do de great bieren in de pig-peri. He is 
de servant of de Lord for gooden." 

"There now," said Tim Samp, "Dick is giving us the 
Scripture about magistrates. Let us have it all through, and 
then we shall have the very authority we want. Let every 
soul be subject to t^e higher " 

" No more of dat, Tim ; hev no I been in de consistory 
two yearen, ende vas no de Dominie above us alle ? ende vas 
no I higher dan de justice ?" 

*' But, Dick, we are all King George's men, and we are 
sworn to serve him before saving the Dominie, though his 
neck should stretch for it. He will not save ours. My mind 
is, send him and his consistory off to Niagara by Brandt, 
where they will learn him manners to the kmg, and cool his 
hot blood in that big water." 

" Our Dominie serven de Heere ov heeven, ende nae man 
may putten his hand upon his skin buldt en dey touchen 
%iynne, sure as my name is Dick Burget." 

This unexpected explosion, in one supposed to be com- 
pletely on the true side, was received m silence, and was 
likely to break up the whole scheme unless some way could 
be made for getting old Dick removed aside till the whole 
was acted out, whidi would be in a few*days. Amidst the 
thick smoke little knots were consulting, with their heads 
turned in to one another like sheep in a hot day under a 
tree, concerning the best method of disposing of this new 
difficulty, when the matter was resumed by Dick Burget 
again, who was willing to sacrifice every one of the consistory 
bat the Dominie. In this he found an ally in a neighbor 

6* 
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whose terrors were more from* the influence of priestlj power 
than enlightened piety. 

" I am wid Dick," said Conrad Post ; " for de man wid dat 
tree-nooked hat can bring de tunder ande fire down on us." 

" Yaw, yaw, Conrad," put in Dick ; " here again de Scrip- 
ture zays, ' op wien hij valt, dien zal hij vermorzelen.' " * 

" Away with your nonsense," said the man at the head of 
this movement, who was losing all patience; "doyoutbmk 
that if the Dominie were a stone, he could fall on you and 

frind you to powder? He would prefer blowing you up. I 
ave a plan that will settle all trouble. Let us send Teunis 
Roe here off to Sopus, and hear how the Dominie speaks in 
the Classis about the discipline ; and if his tone be peace and 
moderation, I am for savmg his black coat, and will stand by 
Dick here to the last. ■ What say you ?" 

To this all agreed at once, and before Tennis had time to 
object, he was inducted into the office of messenger or spy^ 
as friends or enemies might judge of him and of his actions. 
With true Dutch caution, the young man went to bed con- 
fused in mind, ^et feeling that the sun-light would enable him 
to determine his proper course, for as yet he still ranked with 
the men who were signalling to Brandt. 

In the morning, before sunrise, his father was at his door, 
rousing him and warning him of his ride. The young man 
himself felt the responsibility of the office imposed upon him, 
and in the wavering state of his mind, felt anything but at 
ease in the prospect of acting a double part. He ky a few 
moments reflecting on how he should act, when he remem- 
bered that Elsie whispered in his ear at parting : ^' Be sore 
and tell the Dominie of the first signs of danger." Her warm 
breath seenied yet to blow on his cheek, as he leaped from 
his couch, saying, *' and now Providence has put that in my 
power." , • 

When he descended from the chamber, he found that Dora 
had his breakfast laid out for him, to which she had added her 
choicest dishes. Evidently well pleased with something, her 
elfish son was receiving tit-bits aside at the jambs where 
he sat, swelling upland down as his chest fell or expanded. 
Teunis, remembering the scene of last evening, ejed them 
askance, wondering in himself whether they were witches 
enough to know the cause of their late dispersion. Tliey 
gave no sign, so he concluded to watch the current of events. 

« «« Upon whomfloeyier it shuU fall it shall grind him to powder.'* 
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His horse was ready for him jrt the leapiitg-oii-lo^, held by 
his &ther, who stood beside a stranger, whose voice Teunis 
recognized to be the same as led the discussion of the pre- 
vious evening. 

" You are sent, young man, on this duty because you can 
be trusted. All the instructions you require are to keep 
. yourself as much hidden from Dominie Schuneman as you 
can, and brin^ a true report of his sayings back with you. 
Your reward is a captaincy in his majesty's service : a pros- 
perous journey." 

The sun had but streaked the hills of Connecticut, and 
the horseman, gathering up his bridle, was fixing himself 
firmly in the saddle, when his mother's voice called him to a 
comer, where she stood weeping. From her yesterday's 
warning, he comprehended the najkure of her fears; and 
anticipating her, bent down his head, while she kissed him 
and blessed him, and he rode away through the dim woods. 
Near to him he heard a voice that spoke in the ^glish 
tongue, in answer to one on the opposite side of the road, in 
Dntch. He slackened his pace to listen. Smiling, he soon 
discovered that iTnga was attempting a trick upon him, 
which did not succeed. Fairly on his way, his good steed soon 
carried him into old Sopus, where after stablmg him, Teunis 
went straight to the court-house door, where a crowd of peo- 
ple was assembled. 

Determined to take no active part in anything, Teunis 
went among the men with eyes and ears open. They were 
of the class to which he himself belonged, and notwithstanding 
that Bopus was so near to KaaterskiU Ylatts, there were but 
few whom he knew intimately, and these were the kind who 
possessed the pass-words and signs with which he was well 
acquainted. From even these, however, he was resolved to 
keep away at present. 

A debate was in process. to which the new comer gave 
heed — ^the peculiar merits of several Dominies. It was 
Myer and Doll of Ulster against New "York and Jersey, and 
the world to boot— old Jacobus Elting, g£ Vlattbush, on the 
one side, and on tiie other a large broad Albanian, full 
wigged, dressed in smooth brown coat, who was boasting 
oyer Doctor Dominie Westerloo, the chief of their Sanhedrim. 

" No doubt of it," was the slow retort of the other, " after 
the new fimgled notions of the day ; but the man that tells 
his own consistory that their hearts are no whiter than their 
own niggers, would not be heard here in Sopus. You must 
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be mean dwaazan * to stand thiMt ; and then his advioe to 
throw off all allegiance to the old mother of Amsterdam." 

" There now, you have set yonr tongue a-going, and we 
will have the question of the day discussed before we go in 
doors. Leave politics to the Provincial Congress, and let the 
doctrines of the Kerke be attended to, so that all be accord- 
ing to the canons." This was spoken by a square-built man, 
of sedate appearance, whose presence was mipressive, and 
well placed. He continued to say that " the rational and 
calm declaration of the altar, whence come the high obliga- 
tions of practical righteousness, are more acceptable to the 
Maker than all the zeal and talk we have sometimes about 
things which human nature cannot stand." 

"A wee! A wee!" said another, "to hear such things 
said by men in the consistory — human nature never can stand 
to hear the truth against itself." 

** Never mind," said Eider Van Vleck, " after these trou- 
bles are past, all these things are to be settled by the Domi- 
nies themselves. Let us help them through with their quarrel 
this day, and we will let the next day take care of itself. 
There comes Colonel Haasbrouk and an eastern stranger 
with him, if I may jiidge from his dress." 

" Yes, judging from his dress ; but when did a Connec- 
ticut man step like that, and keep his head so firm oa his 
shoulders ? As I live," said Jan Freer, he is as like the 
nian that I took up to Van Lueguens as any man I have seen 
since, and I have had my eyes open all the time." 

*' Nonsense, Jan, the man coming is dressed in the colors 
of the Connecticut Rangers, and has a conunission,. as you 
may see from his buttons. There he is now handing his cre- 
dentials to the colonel." 

*' If I hear him speak I can tell ; and it would be a good 
test to put him to, jast to ask him to count over fifteen and 
saxpence ; the dearest money ever I earned, since it cost me 
four weeks in the conunon jail of Sopus, for hdping a spy. 
The more I look at him the surer I am. There he comes, 
and good Santa Claus, I shall watch him this day." 

By this time, the two new comers had arrived within ear- 
shot, and were engaged in earnest conversation, which was 
held loud enough for all to hear. 

"I will tell you this. Captain Whittesley, that our minister, 
or Dominie, as we entitle him, is one of the best of men, and 
the bravest of soldiers." 

* Fool. 
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** Colonel, in these days, the qualities you give him are 
possessed also by our parsons in New England, but it se^ms 
to me that the learning needed in their holy calling cannot be 
ripe." This was evidently said more for the purpose of 
keeping up the discourse, than out of any msh for an opinion ; 
for all the time he either listened or spoke himself, lie was 
glancing his sharp blue eye in all directions. 

*' I can only speak for our Dominie Doll, that he has been 
a most faithftil student in ancient universities, and that he 
never fails to speak like a Boanerges. Lively in his spirits, 
he is ever on the stretch for new fields of action ; and now 
that the wave of war has reached its height, he rides on it 
as if it were his native element.'* 

"And I suppose," said the captain, "like priest, like 
people." 

Here Colonel Haasbrouk introduced his acquaintance by 
name, and as one of the aids of his Excellency, here on pub- 
lic business. 

The discourse took a new turn. The stranger, who was 
one of those easy moving men, who can turn the most trifling 
matter into food for discourse, soon led off by referring to 
the gatherings he had seen of the militia on Ids way, and of 
the excellent aj^pearance they made. 

*' Yes," said oiir Albany friend, " they are good enough 
for such a place as Sopns, or for such a county as Ulster, but 
they cannot compare with our men, nor with your men in 
the east." 

This brought, as it it was intended, a rejoinder from one 
of the Soposonians, who declared himself ready with " a com- 
pany of Ulster men to do what the Banker Hill men did not ' 
do — ^keep the hill from the redcoats." 

*' Oh, yjes," said the bantering Albanian, " they have hard 
heads, but soft plaees in them, that a ramrod would pass 
through without touching a letter of the alphabet." 

The Ulster member, somewhat piqued, pulled out a roll on 
which were inscribed the names of a whole company, signed by 
themselves, and handing it to the man called Captain Whittes- 
ley, asked him to say if " that was the sign of ignorance." 

" I declare," said the stranger, " this is all in good writing 
of hand and few proxies. You must draw back your insinu- 
ation, friend, and it is well. Their courage will be tried if I 
am not mistaken. These granaries placed here, in case Schuy- 
ler should be forced to fall back to Watervliet, must be 
greatly needed." ' 
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WhSe the strai^r said this, he looked full in the faee of 
Jan Freer, so piercingly that that worthy's tongue fiuled him 
as he was about to ask him if he was not the man who sailed 
up to Saugerties with him in the middle of the night, three 
months since. But b^ the time the courage of Jan had re- 
turned, the conversation had taken an interesting turn. 

" Do you apprehend,^' said Colonel Haasbrouk, " tliat tlio 
enemy may pay us a visit on his way up ; I find on my dis- 
patches, Aotfto." 

" There are many rumors abroad," was the reply, gi veu too 
loosely for an orderly, **that the enemy has several points 
of attack in his mind. The chief object is to form a junction 
with the north ; but General Yaughan is one of those soldiers 
who love to take responsibility, and may be tempted out of 
his waj form the mere love of adventure. A little spoit 
with hun is a great thing ; and as the Provincial Congress 
now sitting here would afford him such an oppoituuity, it 
seems unlikely that he could resist the jest. Do you suppose 
tiiat your Congress would sit on were he to land his men 
and a couple ot guns ?" 

** What if he does see them running off? My men will be 
found here at their post,'' said the colonel; " and we hope to 
do our duty as eooa citizens and soldiers. The country will 
be here, though Van Cortlandt and his congress do run, 
which I am sure they never will." 

" Nor will the Classis run," said an old man in a clay- 
oolored coat, which had seen, some wear and tear, but was 
still becoming to the wearer. ^^ The Dominies will be put to 
their trumps, and I will venture my word for at least one- 
half of them. Dominie DdU at the head of the good and 
true, and there is Dominies Dirck and Schuneman, of. the 
Kaatskills." 

"How does it happen, my good sir, that you have two 
congresses sitting in this old town of yours — ^an ecclesiastical 
and a political? Surely you have not thought on uniting 
church and state, as in tie old time ?" The New Englander 
sneered a little as he said these words, as if he meant to say : 
** You are behind the age." 

" We Hollanders," said Haasbrouk, " have skulls that are 
not so easily penetrated as a pumpkin" — here the colonel 
cast a side gla^ice at his guest — '^ and consequently we neither 
give up our cherished notions so readily, nor receive new ones 
so easUy, as you eastern folks can." 

"Hal ha! excellent, my dear sir; the inference yOu draw 
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then is, that oar Yankee heads are soft.^ Ha! ha I That is 
good. We are even. Bat tell me what is all this commotion 
among yonr clergy ? In every tavern and farmer's kitchen 
I could hear of nothing but the coetus and conferentia. 
Greek to me, indeed. Are these the passwords of a secret 
society ?" 

" The words have a meanmg to the men who use them, 
but, so £ir as I know, they who make tl)e most use of them 
are neither better men nor better soldiers. A meaningless 
jargon. I pray the Lord to send us a real enemy, so 
that our pastors may become united about something. If 
Yaughan does nothing else, he.may do that, and to some pur- 
pose. I see that^my words are giving offence to my fHend 
here." 

Things were taking too warm a turn, when the stranger 
adroitly proposed jud^ng for himself by the assemblies caOed 
together. He did this with so much grace and dignity that 
he won the favorable opinion of all except the cautious and 
the experienced in men and thines. It was evident that Jan 
Freer nad not laid aside his suspicions ; and notwithstanding 
that Colonel Haasbrouk had caref\illy perused his commission, 
a lurking doubt still lingered in his mind every time he looked 
at the stranger's face and heard his voice. 

Strange as it may sound, our young friend. Tennis Roe, 
was one of the few who suspected the pretensions of the man 
called Whittesley ; standing back in the crowd, he had time 
to observe all his motions and listen to his voice, and though 
the Kaatsberg youth had not exchanged a word with any one 
there, he felt sure that he had seen this man before in a dif- 
ferent character than he now assumed. His acquaintance 
with the underworkings of society gave him opportunities of 
seeing much that durst not be spoken on the housetops. The 
man became a new object of interest to him, and for the mo- 
ment he almost forgot the errand which had brought him 
hither. 

To that he was soon recalled by one of the venerable men 
who was theVe oifering his services to the stranger as his guide 
into the church where the reverend pastors were to meet, 
having adjourned since the last evening for the purpose of 
discussing the very point that Tennis was sent to hear and 
report upon. 

The feeling of suspicion, which was awakened in the minds 
of a few at tlie first, fell upon a larger number by degrees, 
imiil it spread among the more intelligent, so that by the 
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time the Classis met for bTuainess there were no lack of watch- 
ers upon the stranger's steps. His morements were not the 
least impeded by those nods and winks which were inter- 
changed by the company, but they rather seemed to give 
him dignity of look and a defiance of danger which held 
every one in check. As his eye ran over the faces of .the 
crowd, it fixed a moment longer on Tennis than he was able 
to bear comfortably. It was evident that, whoever he was, he 
recognized in the Kaatskillian's countenance something of an 
interesting nature to him, which he would have inquired after 
in another and quieter place. 

At this time the signal for meeting was given, and, wend- 
ing toward the temple of God, were seen the venerable 
men, whose life was one of self-denial and* of honor. Their 
stead&st look and stately steppings impressed the spectators 
with awe, making even the frivolous Jan Freer to speak 
under his breath as they went past. 

"Now, Captain Whittesley," sjud Elder Swart, under 
whose care the stranger had been put, *' let us go, since you 
wish to compare our Dominies with yours in the east. They 
say that you are greatly indebted to them for that spiiit 
which the Yankees show in the good cause." 

"It is true, sir, that I have heard many a rousifig dis- 
course from them upon the rights of man, and the obHgatioiis 
of kings being nursing &thers to the church instead of da£^- 
ing her children against the stones ; but a coward may be ia 
a black coat as weU as a blue." 

" And a hero in bands as well as wearing a sash at his 
side," was Swarfs quick retort, which brought the blood 
slightly to the cheek of the New Englander, who parried the 
thrust gracefiiUy by saying: "It requires all the manly 
qualities of our common nature to gain the crown of honor 
or the crown of glory." 

The assemblage soon dispersed, and as the form of the last 
Dominie in the procession disappeared within the church, 
Teunis determined to hear and see all he could ; but his first 
object was to obtain a private interview with Dominie 
Schuneman, and fulfill his promise of warning. 

Colonel Haasbrouk called an officer to him, when he saw 
no one watching near, and said in a low voice : " See that 
you follow that new comer everywhere through the whole 
day, and into every place. See that he leaves not till he has 
my pass." 

"Colonel," said the astonished officer, "he holds a pei^nit 
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from head-quarters, and how could that have been obtsiined 
unless he be true and on the right side ?" 

*' It matters not," said the colonel ; "if he has not worn a 
red coat in the regulars, I never saw a man step so like one 
in my life. Had he said, I am a deserter and on your side, I 
could have believed him sooner than his mimicking the 
Yankee." 

I 
• § • 



CHAPTER XI. 

SAMSON CAREYINQ OFF THE GAI^S OF GAZA. 

"When gospel trampeter, gurrounded 
With loDv eared rout, to battle sounded, 
And pulpit, drum ecclesiastic, 
Was beat with fist instead of a stick, 
Then sir knight abandoned dwelling. 
And out he rode a coloneUing." 

HUDIBBIS. 

The Elder Swart was a grave man, of homely presence, 
but of more common sense than first appearances indicated. 
He would remain so silent and dull, when hearing an im- 
portant subject, at times, that it was doubted whether he 
understood any of the questions. An hour afterward his ac- 
quaintances, from his remarks, were surprised at the. queries 
he putr He was a profound admirer of the Reformed Church 
of Holland. His body expanded largely as he entered the 
porch of the holy building with his pew friend, looking first 
with reverence on the men, who had already begun their 
business by an act of devotion, and then on Whittesley, en- 
deavoring to guess the effect which such a sight might have 
on one of the wise men of the east. That singular man 
looked on all without any apparent surprise; mdeed, it 
seemed to Swart that the Dominies, on looking toward the 
pew where he sat, were under some kind of fascination, as 
they looked more astonished than their new visitor. Teunis, 
who had taken a seat in the next square pew to the Elder, 
sat with his back against the captain's, so tnat he could both 
see and hear to great advantage when he chose to look in 
that direction, or listen to their words. 

The Classis, constituted as it was of clergymen and their 
elders, who were laymen of note, sat by a huge oak table, 
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wtAA nerw^ tm alt«r, on whieh now lay a pile cf papers^ 
under the care of a seoretary, Abore him, on a raued seat, 
was tbe wesideDt, robed in full derical dresi, whh doak and 
hands. JBeaide him stood a large gold-heiided' cane and a 
three-cornered hat, somewhat the worse for wear. He was a 
man of about sixty-five years, with a keen black eye, that 
moTcd in his head — ^which scarcely ever tamed — as if a set 
of spring nerves were secretly kept in use, now that they 
seemed needed for watchfulness over the company under him. 
The others were less prominent till they spoke, when they 
stood as high up in their boots, and some of them seemed to 
take pride in looking as keen as ihekr leader. One of them, 
on his feet, took occasion simply to remind his reverence in 
the chair, that *^ we are all brethren.'' *^ Go on and speak 
to the question,'' vfkA the grave rejoinder. ^ 

The Klder and the Kew Ekiglander sat down in a high, 
square pew, whidi was sufficiently capacioi^s' to have held a 
Dutch vrow and ten daughters, all Dutch built. It was 
covered over with maroon cloth, and studded round with 
brass-headed nidls, which gave it quite a golden appearance. 
The Plaattekill man whispered. This is Captain Conrad 
SSv^idorp's pew — one of the new Angled race rising up in 
Bcpus. 

Whittesley's attention was directly turned to the businera 
in hand, which was evidently of an exciting character. The 
speaker who was holding forth, was a tall, thin, pale man, of 
a soft v<»ce, which went &r into the ear, with a nervous 
power which made it tell upon the feelings more than- on the 
conviction. He spoke in deep tones, which proved his 
eahiestnesfl^ and was more for moderation than K>r extreme 
measures. *' That's the good Dominie Dirck Romeyn, now 
on bis feet," whispered the Elder Swart. *^ He is always for 
peace, and so far aoes he carry his vnsk, that he would sacri- 
fice the state for the church any day ; but his heart is always 
a^ clear as bis tongue is smooth, and every one loves him. I 
wish that Dominie Schuneman and he were carded through 
one another, then we would have a perfect Dominie, and a 
complete Whig. When the captam had got his ear dear of 
the Elder's mouth, he heard the voice of the speaker, though 
so soft that it filled the house, rising into warmth, and spark- 
ling with energy, so that even his opponents were listening 
to the easy flow with a restrained ddight. 

"In these days of trial," said the reverend speaker, "it 
.beeometh the servants of the Lord to throw oil upon the 
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troubled water, instead of raisinc: the tempest to hellish fury. 
This poor Reformed Church is at this hour like the Ark of 
Noah, high on the waters of the deluge ; and but for the 
strong arm of the great pilot, who seems to be asleep in the 
stem, we might despair ; but we have a duty to peHbrm as 
the ministers of Christ, and not as captains of companies, 
going forth with spear and buckler to fight in the open 
field. We have Joshuas in great number ; let us give our- 
selves to prayer and the word, standing like Moses with our 
hands. lined to heaven, and these Aarons and Hurs will 
h^p us, if we only keep our own passions in due control, 
being baptized by the anointing which abideth. Oh ! my soul 
is melted into grief whea I think of how some of. my fellow- 
ambassadors have fallen off, who were ordained to this good 
work by the laying on of hands by the venerable fathers of 
that ancient mother in Holland, whom we all love and revere. 
Alas ! alas ! that the day should have arrived, foretold by the 
prophet : ' I am like a pelican in the wilderness.' She who has 
fed her young ones here with her own blood, drawn from her 
own breast, is now to be disregarded and thimst forever 
aside. Do we not see but too plainly, that these unhj^py 
troubles are last rending astmder the ties which bind us to the 
mother church. Under the thin veil of patriotism there lieth 
too manifestly the canker of licentiousness ; and to the pleasant 
cry of independence in the state, there is added the demand 
to bind and loose, after our own skill, and by our own power. 
My voice is — ' let the potsherds of the earth stri¥« with the 
potsherds thereof; but woe be to the man that striveth with 
his Maker.' '» 

The speaker sat down in great emotion, hiding his face in 
his hands and literally sobbing aloud. The effect was visible 
upon all the tender-hearted ; and in other times than those, 
when tears were of small account, the eloquence of that man 
would have earned the day. But like the few drops which 
fall just before the wind changes from, south to north, these 
pathetic symptoms were the taming of public sentiment on 
that day. 

" They have been talking all of yesterday," ssdd Elder 
Sickles, who came into the same pew, ^^ but they are now 
b^inning to warm up, and we shall soon see the lightning, 
and hear the loud thunder, after that shower of rain, with a few 
hailstones. For Dominie Frelinghuisen can hit hard though 
his words melt as soon as thev come down to the groiuid." 

^* Taw ! he reminds me of Stej^en ^briskie, that would 



116 THE mrrca dominie, 

cut his nigger, Cnise, till he Would bi-ing the blood, and then 
he would cry at the effects of his own whip-cord. But there 
rises Dominie Dirck Roraeyn of Mombachus. Hear liira, but 
first look at him. How like he is to our dog Tiger, when he 
smells a fox, ready to spring before he has quite measured his 
distance.** 

The eyes of the whole company were directed to this per- 
son, who stood up tall, but so eager to begin, that he stooped 
forward like t racer that has already stalled. His face was 
neither pale nor bilious, but seemed like one that had just 
risen from his bed on an errand, which he deemed of vital 
importance to the cause he had at heart. His hair was cut 
short to his head, and his dress, though snug, was put on 
after a fashion of his own. He seemed nervous, but deter- 
mined ; and but for a nose of great length, through which he 
blew off passion, as an eager horse blows when restrained for 
a few moments, he must have fainted before he commenced. 

*' Let me,'* were his first words, " throw a bomb-shell into 
the enemy's camp. We have covered up the truth too 
long, and I am for tearing off the cover at once. Speak of 
peace and quiet at this moment, when King George and his 
bull-dogs are at our gates. Do you not hear them bark now, 
and their teeth of iron which have crunched the skulls of 
men, women and children, gaping wide that our flesh maybe 
torn ? And what do we see but strong men of God covered 
with the 'panoply of heaven, ciying like children for their 
dear absent mother over the sea, under the name of Peace. 
No ! my voice is now for war, and the resolution before us, 
which we are asked to pass in favor of hot defence, and if 
need be, of hot pursuit, even urito death, is one that I shall 
require my consistory to pass as one man, else we part next 
day. It is the only way to wean us from our mother's breast, 
that we be required as a Church, to do what our country has 
done; live without all help, advice, authority or counsel from 
Europe. Let those who have been bom on that famous con- 
tinent, or those who have drank of the milk of Leyden, 
still snifter after the pap of a Holland cow ; for my part I 
believe that the meadows of this new world yield as good 
fodder as the bogs of those low countries. I despise all 
whining when we should be fighting, with the sword bathed • 
in heaven, where it can only obtain the temper fit for slaying 
the foes of liberty and of religion. Let me warn my brethren 
who vacillate on this good cause, under the professed appear- 
ance of keeping the peace, that the people are before them ; 



SAMSON CABRYIKO OFF THE GATES OF OAZA. 117 

and lot them neglect the opportunity now given of putting 
their names to this patriotic resolution, and another chance 
will not be afforded. Like the ancient Sibyl bringing her 
books, the chances of obtaining them decrease^ and thus 
enhance their value.'* 

The speaker went on in this strain for a full hour, pouring 
forth a torrent of eloquence, which made the coldest-hearted 
rise to a pitch of enthusiasm which it would have been dan- 
gerous to have impeded, or even turned aside, without using 
the greatest wisdom and power. When he sat down, every 
one thought the question settled; but the president, whose 
strange black eyes had been wandeiing at the beginning of 
the last speech, became so fixed toward its close, that it 
seemed to all as if two coals of fire were glowing to a red 
heat, and that some secret bellows blew the fire into an 
intense ardor, so that it became impossible to gaze upon 
them. Quietly h^ gave a secret sign to some one to come 
\\p to him, when he moved out of the chair, which was occu- 
pied by a substitute of less dimensions, but of equally solemn 
gravity. 

"Now we shall have the other side. A sound man is 
Dominie Rysdick, but behind the times. He would have 
this big continent bound by his cable to a Dutch scow." 

" None of your sly hits, Hanchie Sickles. You would send 
the world round like a teetotum, and banish every good and 
wholesome doctrine for the newest thing, if you only heard 
it in the English tongue ; but 1 should like to know if you 
ever heard a good Dutch prayer answered in another speech 
than Dutch.*' 

" Oh, yes !" said the young Elder .Sickles, " and I have 
Been a Dutch water-finder get a spiing with EngHsh hazel ; 
and I have seen a cut made with an English knife healed by 
keeping it warm behind a Dutchman's fire-place ; and a lame 
horse cured by whispering 'Indian' in his ear; and old 
Anikja on the hill can speak a burn away." 

All of this was said with a cunning look, and so sedately 
that the Plaattekill Elder Swart did not at first take the drii't 
of it; and before he had gathered up the sense, Dominie 
llysdick had begun, in a slow, swinging way, with his eyes 
half shut, and his back half turned to the audience,. as if 
entirely unconscious of any one being present. He was like 
a man speaking in his sleep ; or perhaps more like one that 
talks into the next world, and feels quite sure that he will be 
heard by those who can understand and appreciate what hd 
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says. When our friends m the square pew had time to listen,* 
they heard the slow, hesitating voice of the speaker, like the 
rough rumbling of a stream when it is diverted from its 
course into a mill race, as if nature angrily res»ted the hand 
of man. 

" I am forced to rise out of my seat, where I supposed I 
might take my rest till this question of years had IwHiti dis- 
posed of; but It seems that we are on the verge of destrac- 
tion: there are men who will play Tvith the whirlwind. A 
few winters since, a reverend divine, taow present, went up 
the mountain there on a journey of curiosity. He was not 
satisfied with taking the plain road, but he must strike out a 
path of his own ; and though he went as fast as any sober 
man should travel, he put himself in the eye of the wind, so 
that he might have the pride of saying that he rode upon a 
whirlwind — that he took it by the forelock. Alas for human 
vanity ! he was swept from his feet, and obliged to lie prone 
on the cold ground, or take the chance of tumbling over the 
precipices headlong, as some woidd now fall." 

With this quiet hint, and telling hit, at the rashness of 
those who are not satisfied with taking the natural road to 
their end, he was seemingly about to take his seat again, bat 
the current of his thoughts, like the stream, had now got 
into the mill flume, and onward it began to run. He* had 
made a sensible hit at some of the rash men who wei*e clear 
ibr riding on a fiery steed of war ; and while his secret design 
might be to prevent giving aid to the friends of the country, 
his course showed a wish of keeping a passage behind through 
which he might retreatf in case of the strongest being the 
conqueror. Though bom in the province, his honors had 
all come from abroad, with which he kept up a close inter- 
course, and was connected by marriage witn some of the 
noble families of England, Withal, he was a true lover of 
his native land, and conscientiously believed that she had 
prospered under the fostering care of the mother country, 
and would prosper. But since there was no chance of resist- 
ing the tide of public sentunent now set in, his aim was to 
turn the torrent aside. The little anecdote he told of the 
reverend brother was adroitly put in^ to show the danger 6f 
disturbing existing relations between the mother church and 
the colonial daughter. The Dominie to whom he referred 
was one of the fiercest Whigs of the Classis, and had been an 
open and determined advocate of independence from Holland. 

All of this was told to the stranger m an undertone, so that 
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he understood the nature of tfaeqoestiaii, and the ohavioter of 
the individaals who were debating it with so mneh nnotion. 

^^ You will hear for yourself how Dominie Schcmemaa will 
get out or Uiat when he rises. He is a cunning man that b 
now speaking, and maybe he thinks, now he has got the laugh 
upon the Whig, that he will spoil tiie edge of his sword ; 
but wait and hear.*' • 

^^ I have seen," said the Reverend Doctor Bysdick, continu- 
ing his harangue, and raising his voice, ^ that there are some 
men whose judgments are like the eyes which are fiill in 
youth, and others whose judgments are like the flattened eye 
of riper yeara. As age advances, these change ; youth takes 
a narrower view — ^age sees at a distance. Those men who 
look only at the present, and the nearest objects, see no dan- 
ger beyond them. I am old, and know something of the for- 
mer times which I have seen ; but lest it be said that I am 
therefore all the less ablcto see the future, let me declare that 
&ith in the man of a^e is the second-sight by which he pene- 
trates the clouds ; while the young man of fleshly vision is sat- 
isfied with the figures which play upon the surmce, and please 
his fancy. We cannot question, but appearances &vor the 
youn^ and the ardent ; but you know what the master sayeth : 
* Ooraeelt niet naar het aanzien.' Yes, judffe rishteous judg- 
ment. Take in the whole history of the (murch, and of the 
people from whom we have sprung, and say if it be wise in us 
to sever every bond, and let ourselves float away into the cur- 
rent of a noisy world, that would cry one day Hosannal 
and the next crucify hun. We are set for the defence of 
Zion, not to aid in the clamor of the passionate multitude. 
Are there not a sufficiency of voices in the public streets to 
shout sufficiently loud to wake the dead, but we must, in the 
midst of our quiet and repose, cause our voice to be heard in 
the street ? Remember that the servant of the Lord must not 
-strive : Niemand die in den krigj dient wordt ingewikkeld 
in de handelingen des le^tosts** We are soldiers, but the 
-vrar we are to wa^e is with the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. These few &eep in this wide wilderness must not be 
left by me. I will retire to my hillside and wrap my cloak 
aroimd me, waiting for the storm ; with these old eyes look- 
ing through the tempest, and this trembling voice calling to 
the weaiT and to the wandering while life remains ; joyful 
that the Chief Shepherd who calkd me to his fold still is the 

* Ko man that warreth entangleth himself with the afiOra of thisUft^. ^ 
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same as he was when first I entered thy sacred walls, O Le j« 
den ! the Ahna Mater of those who have long watched with 
me here. Go away, my feBow-shepherds ; leave me» alone in 
this bleak and dark world. Go, seek after the novelties and 
the carnalities of time and sense. Find the new existence 
you dream of, but let ine still have my early loves, and, if 
you will, my early hates. ' Chose you this day whom you 
win serve,' but if I forget thee, O Vaderland, let my right 
hand forget her cunning, and my tongue cleave to the roof 
of my mouth, if I count not thee above my chief joy." 

The aged and venerable man sat down, far from being 
overcome, but agitated as the old tree that moves in the wind 
that rises with increasing force, making its strongest branches 
wave aloft, while the trunk stands as firm as the rock on High 
Peak. He walked slowly and with dignity, to his seat, which 
was yielded up to him by his adscssor, who was blowing 
his nose to hide his tears of admiration rather than of grief. 

There was a brief pause here which no one seemed inclined 
to break in upon immediately. The question was upon the 
duty which devolved upon the ministiy in the present crisis 
of die country, and it came up in the way of resolution, re- 
commending all the Consistories to move in the patriotic 
work of defending the Declaration of Independence with 
their property ana lives. Some, when first urged to this 
open act, hesitated, as we have heard, but the popular feeling 
had already gone far before them, and there were ministers 
who took the van, willing to ride the whirlwind, as the last 
speaker had said, in rather a sneering manner, considering 
his dignity. 

The effects of the last speech beginning to subside, there 
were several who rose to their feet at once, but the Presi- 
dent's eye rested on a tall man of subdued look and de- 
meanor, whose age seemed to be a few yeai*s over thirty, 
though his manner so grave and his words so deliberate, 
were at variance with his voice and figure, which showed him 
to be rather below than above those years. He was dressed 
like the others around, in clerical garb ; but had he been met 
in a log cabin, dressed in homespun, cut and made iip by a 
wandering tailor, he would have shown his breeding as a 
gentleman and his training to be a scholar. Perhaps a keen 
eye would have discerned the theologian spread over all. 

A slight buzz ran through the hguse at the sight of his 
person, and at the prospect of hearmg him the Elder said to 
pa^tsan Whittesley : " Here is a man of some importance !'» 
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And accordingly he p ut his mouth to the ear of his cicerone, 
and whispered : " Who is that?" 

" Dominie Livingstone^" was the short reply. " He is now 
living at the Manor with Baron Livingstone. He has been 
fotced to leave New York, His church has been turned into 
a riding-school for the red-coats, and he has come up to help 
us in this strait. Good man, he loves the church and the 
country, but he is one of the peaceful men who are not ,wil- 
ling to light unless we cannot help it. I hope he will not fol- 
low in the same rut with old Dominie Rysdiok. But he be- 
longs to the true Whig race. These Livingstones are all good 
blood.* But he has commenced." 

" I desire the peace of Jerusalem, and I love them that love 
her peace," was his opening sentence ; and he paused as if 
engaged secretly in mental prayer for wisdom to speak the 
ri^t words. " You know that I am here an exile from my 
dear people. Driven away from my home, with many w:ho 
love hberty more than life, the place of their birth is deserted, 
BO that with the weeping prophet, I may say of New York : 
* How doth the city sit sohtary, that was full of people? how 
is she become as a widow, she that was great among the 
hations and princess among the provinces ? . How is she be- 
come tributary!' Nor is this the whole, Mr. President, but 
t*\e house of the Lord, where so many songs of praise have 
ri.^en from joyful hearts, and prayers been uttered by the lips 
of^ the goodly servants of the Lord, is now a dunghill ; a 
place for the swearer and the infidel to tread upon ; a scene 
of /evehy and riot. The enemy has made it a place for his 
horiics and his soldiers to exercise in, and we are shut out of 
our iioly house. 'Alas ! for the day I for the day of the Lord 
is a'> hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it 
corie. Is not the meat cut off before our eyes ? Yea, joy 
sldI gladness from the house of our God ?' " 

The effect of this exordium was evident upon all the 
'learers, not even excepting the members of the court, wlio, 
from their pride said staid dignity, seemed unwilling to yield 
to the pathetic in a day which required stenmess ; but they 
were here overcome for a few moments, while the speaker 
paused to recover himself, which he soon did. 

" Mr. President," continued he, " there are two extremes 
in the men of this day — those who look entirely to the past, 
and would build on those foundations febrics exactly as the 
original buildings were ;* and there are younger minds who 
cry : ' Raze it ! raze it !' and must have new foundations and 

6 
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a new dweUing-pUoe. I say let ns bnUd the new on die cM 
foundation, for the best reason in the world, that the old is 
founded upon a rod^ and is to be preferred to the sand ** — ^and 
he paused, looking round—" to that of Holland itself The 
time has oomo when preferences are to be made, and if tfte 
wisdom of the present generation is perfect, then let them 
burn all the bcK>ks in vandalic rage ; and if the wisdom of 
the former ages was complete, how comes it that we are re- 
duced to the state we are in this hour? 

" Our church, like our country, is an orphan, left of its 
natural mother, Holland, and of its natural father, England, 
so that nothing remains for her now but to say: * though fa- 
ther and mother forsake me the Lord will take me up.' Nor 
has she been thrown off quite helpless and bare of all means ; 
on the contrary, with a good charter Ifrom heaven — a good 
catediism from Holland — ^and a wide country all before ns 
where to choose, there is nothing to fear in looking forward, 
nor anything to long for in looking back. Like the l&med 
Eneas, of whom we read in our dear old Leyden, we are sail- 
ing this day between Scylla and Charybdis. On the one ade 
I see my venerable fathers sailing, or wishing to take refuge 
in the haven of ancient system, and on the other, my fellow- 
brethren are determined to launch away in their individual 
ships, independent of the admiral. The one will rot in port, 
and the other will be swamped in breakers. Hear my counsel 
and sail between, and God will bear you to a fairer land than 
the Great Trojan. Fathers, take heed that you restrain not 
the spirit of this young church, feeling the impulses of a 
generous pride, in bein? able to live in hope till better days 
arrive ; give them the liberty of putting up more sail, instead 
of bidding, or demsmding, as you from your age have a right 
to do, that they should haul in and cast anchor, waiting lor 
day, instead of putting out boldly to sea, which is always 
safest in a storm. And you, my young and brave fellow- 
sailors, remember that old heads on board, who have wea- 
thered storms before, are not burdensome but safeguards, 
which we do well not to despise." 

With this speech of moderation, the yoimg doctor sat 
down, leading the reverend body to make the application — 
not difficult to do, after what baa occupied the Classis all the 
morning. The question really was, whether the consistories 
of the several churches should be called upon, to take an 
active part in the defensive and offensive war, now waginj3f, 
in their capacity as a church court. These bodies in tJbie old 
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Holland Church, as in all the Reformed ehnrohee, still took 
active measures agaii^st criminal offenders, and had a power 
of trial and of punishment, subject to appeal in the higher 
court. But the final courts to which the American branch 
was subject had been Amsterdam, where was now the court 
of appeal. One had been formed here, but from the natural 
prejudices of the old Dominies, and the present state of the 
country, it had »not yet got into working order. The 
machinery had indeed been imported and put up, but it had 
not been tried ; nor were the legitimate engineers experienced 
men. The danger, therefore, of giving power to single 
churches — the same power of acting in cases which might be 
construed into offences demanding discipline — ^might become 
dangerous precedents, and yet to forbid them at the present 
time might be construed as treasonable acts by the Provincial 
Coi^ress. Here was a dilemma, to a cautious man, of the 
most puzzling nature. The men of Tory predilections chose 
one horn, and the fiery Whigs fearlessly took the bull by the 
horns, and laughed at his stamping fury. They saw with 
pleasure that the revolution in the State was the sure deliver- 
ance of the church fi*om its ancient vassalage, and so they 
pushed the necessity of every consistory havmg an ecclesias- 
tical power over political offences, and thus (deansing the 
<»mp of every Achan within it. 

Tne last speech, coming as it did from Doctor Livin^stotie, 
who had already obtained great influence over the Colonial 
church, both from his own personal character for piety, learn- 
ing, great executive talent, and his connections with the 
Whig family of that name, as well as for his own banish- 
ment from New York, to which he had referred, made an 
impression which was ominous of temporiidng measures, such 
as would have crippled the hands of the ardent^ friends of 
the country. For it was well known that many influential 
families were in constant communication with the Tories. 
Those could be reached through the church, when they miglit 
not be touched by the magistrates. At any rate, the wdrm 
partisans were determined to try this lever upon the old 
JDutch bodies of rich Boerinen, such as Paulus Troumpier, 
of Catsbaan, and Johannes Lasher, of Kinderhook; and 
others that could be named. The disaffection had gone 
down to the very core of society, and it was necessary that 
it should be traced throughout, though that should be to the 
splitting of the churches. 

" Give the Consistories power to bring up their ndghbors 
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who differ from them in matters of a political kind, and what 
shall we see but one setting himself to watch another, so 
that no one is safe in his shoes? Have we not trouble 
enough in the towns and in the country without taking the 
same into our churches — setting father against the son, and 
the son against the father ? No ; let us liave at least one 
peaceful place, to which we can turn in these days of turmoil 
and war. Let the Sabbath bring all our people to one seat 
on earth, as they must all appear before one Judgment. To 
their own Master must each man stand or fall." 

This speech was uttered in great fury by a high Conserva- 
tive minister of this conclave, who had stood out long for 
conferring with old Holland in all religious matters, and who, 
from his very stiffness of spirit, thought it impossible for a 
country to exist as a Christian land unless it had a king. 
" The Israelites had a king," said he, " and the church was 
now a kingdom, modelled ailer the plan of the upper King- 
dom J Take the title of king away, and you would spoil the 
Book where the word occurs so frequently." Besides all 
these reasons, there were in his own parish some who 
secretly acted with the kmg's men, and. he naturally trembled 
both for them and for himself. 

• During the time of this debate, the Elder Swart got so 
much in earnest in listening, that he entirely forgot the* pre- 
sence of the man whom he had taken imder his care, and 
would have let him slip through his fingers had he been 
Arnold himself. Others, however, were not inattentive to 
the motions of the strange man ; but his whole conduct was 
to them a puzzle which they could not unravel. It was evi^ 
dent that he was not the man he pretended to be ; and yet 
the persons he was holding communication with were all of 
the true side. Salutations were exchanging between him and 
some of the best Whigs, clerical and laical ; . and yet a sort 
of restraint was on these, which was felt more than accounted 
for. One side of his character was decidedly suspicious — 
the interest which the blacks had in him, and the whisper- 
ings held among themselves concerning him. In the nervous 
state of some men possessed of slaves,* the cause of this 
might have been found, and there rested, had it not been for 
the fact that one of the most active and turbulent fellows of 
his race was seen to steal round to the back of the stranger, 
and put something in his hand, leaving the house with tho 
same caution with which he entered. 

Whittesley, without appearing to notice these things, 
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inquired about a man who rose at that point in the debate, 
wMch seemed to be turning against the liberal side. The 
person referred to was a square-built man, of middle age or 
over, weighed at. least two himdred pounds, and was more 
remarkable for force than polish. He was what the Dutch 
call a magtigen* man — strong — strong in Jungs, strong in 
arm, and strong in character ; and withal full of wit ; one of 
the warmest-hearted souls in the woiid, with the most ungra- 
cious mode of showing his goodness. When he rose there 
was a general expectation of a scene. 

He began with a text from the Dutch Bible, and indeed 
throughout he made more use of that translation than he did 
of the English. 

"How happens it that this prejudiced Dutchman is on this 
side of the question ? What's his general character ?'* asked 
the mysterious stranger. . 

" This is Dominie Schuneman, of the Kaatskills,?' w*as the 
reply of the Elder. " A great admirer of the Low Countries, 
and believes that the model of our new repliblic should be 
found there. In fiict, he declares that Jefferson has copied 
the Declaration of Independence from those United States 
of the Nederlands. He prides himself on looking backwar4 
and forward. Some one said as .much in the presence of his 
nigger, Tom, who went to the kitchen, where he was heard 
laughing with the rest, and saying : *• D' real trut% massa hab 
eene in de hole ob him's neck back ; hem see hot ways ende 
de all, round.' But hark, the storm is up. Dominie Schune- 
man for ever." 

" Evenwel het vaste fondament Gods staat, hebbende dit 
«egel: De Heere kent degened, die de zijnen zijn," were 
the first words distinctly heard : [" The foundation of God 
standeth sure, for the Lord knoweth them who are his," 
-wag Hie translation whispered by the Elder.] '^ We cannot 
know everything, though we be Dominies ; but we have, 
irom our position in society, more opportunities of feeling the 
public pulse in the right place, than any justice on the bench. 
We must let our lights shine so that all may see the men who 
are on the side of their country and of their God," said the 
earnest man, as he looked round on the lukewarm and the 
tempprizing, " This is no time to hesitate ; as that worthy 
Scotchman, Wotherspoon, said truly, Hhe pear is ripe and 
rotten,* and it is too kte to speak of going back, and I want 
the authority of this court to call before me the men who, like 

t Mighty. 
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* the children of Ephnum, being armed, and carrying bows, 
tamed back in the day of battle.' We haye too many of these 
deceitful Mends, who come like wildcats round our dwellings 
through the week, at night; and on the Sabbath day are found 

Surring softly in their pews. I want the power to say to 
[onus Diedncht or Bromie Layman, seize them there, and we 
will try them on the spot. If you do not give us this authority, 
by the Lord we will take it. You laughed incontinently at 
the man who was ready to ride the wmrlwind. The Reve- 
rend Doctor, heavier in his jesting than Ooliah with his 
greaves of brass, could have told it more to his purpose, had 
he been with this humble servant of the Lord on that day, 
when the wind came like lightning throu^ the gorge of the 
mountain, carrying him forward as a feather is tossed in the 
gale. Did the man laughed at hesitate ? No ; but borne to the 
verge of the precipice, he seized the top of a tall jnne that God 
had planted for him a hundred years before, where he swung 
upon its topmost branches till he recovered his balance, and 
found time to descend, and be sheltered under the shadow 
of the great rock. The same man stands before you ready 
to engage in a more perilous strife ; to mount the wildest 
horse that war can produce, and be in the van of the flying 
*cavalry. Who among yoxk are willing to lead or follow ? 
Who shaU ^ up to Bamoth Gilead to battle ? Cowards are 
next to traitors, and when the Lcnrd's wfll is not followed 
out, Israel shall be smitten before the men of Ai.'' 

During the time of this fierce call, the back of the orator 
had been toward the place where Elder Swart and his com- 
panion sat ; but in the course of his gesticulations he turned, 
when his eye rested a moment on Wfaittesley's &ce, whi<^ 
seemed to operate as a new impulse to his already highly ex- 
cited spirit and manner* The strange captain gave a Ago. 
which was tmderstood by the enraptured man, for lifting his 
voice higher than ever, he called : 

" Hearken, O men of God, to the sounds which the demons 
are already making on the sides of the mountains. I hear 
even now the war-whoop of tiie savages, within sight of my 
people. My own Mary is calling upon our little ones to 
come and hide themselves away. She sees the traitors around, 
skulking, and rubbing their hands, saying, ^Our day has 
come ;' and here I am, begging the privil^e of defending 
our hearths against the men in league with Brandt and 
Butler. The messenger who has brought me the report is 
now in our midst. To your tents, O Israel !" 
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The effect of this m>eech on the whole congregation waa 
electrical, and moved the most phlegmatic Dutchman present, 
so that it would have been dangerous for any one to attempt 
resisting the influence. Persons had been seen during the 
fiedenmt, coming in and putting missives into the hand of 
the speaker, which now were understood to be reports from 
the upper country; and as usual when a company of men rise 
into an excited state, the call made to their patriotism, as well 
as tc- their personal fears, roused them to enthusiasm. All rose 
to then* feet ; the president was the last up, but as if the truth 
had at length penetrated his skull, he lifted his hands, pro- 
nouncing the apostolic benediction in a slow, solemn voice, 
every svllable of which was heard throughout the house, 
when all left the place. 

"Let us go and visit the other house,'* whispered the 
strange captain. 

" You mean the Provincial Congress ?'* said the Elder. 

An inclination of the head was all the answer, and the 
two went out together to the Court House, where that body 
were then met. 

Our Kaatsberg messenger had become so absorbed in 
mind, while seeing and liearing, that he forgot his intention. 
of obt^aining a private word with his own Dominie Schune- 
man, so that by the time he recovered from his surprise that 
worthy was gone, and already far on his way homeward. 



CHAPTER Xn. 

THB BBAVE BUT BLOODT BBiLNDT. 

« Hercules had tried his strength on AntsBOS often without success, till 9i last he lair 
tb*t firequmUy, as his enemy was thrown upon his mother earth, she threw him hack 



TMikki the hero at last ttfted him up in his mi^ty arms, andsqueesed him till he hreatbed 
A last hreath."— Grkcux Mttuologt. 

BoMiNiB ScHUNEMAN fouud his hoFse ready for him at 
the church door. The means of return had been provided 
during the last hour by Dominie Doll, whose horse was fur- 
nished to Tom, the Kaatskill pastor's man, so that he might 
^o back with his master at full speed, while at the same 
tiiD^ the &Torit« nag of Sopns might be out of harm's way 
in case any attack should be made upon the village, as rumor 
w^it, and as the inq>ortaiioe of the place invited. 
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Off minister and man flew at full speed, only pausing at 
every seoond mile, that the animals might take breath, when 
Tom was plied with more questions than it would have taken 
a day to answer in a calm time. 

" Tom, was the teeken vuur blazing last night on Round 
Top? Did you take in the Van Bergen apples, and put 
the others into the cider press ? We must have our cider- 
brandy made when we go back. Has Captain Van Vechten 
called out the sodgers ?" 

The last (juestion was the one that touched Tom*s fancy 
with most vividness, for he answered at once : " Yaw, yaw, 
massa ; dere vere tree vistles an a trum, ende dey made sound 
like de saltery of de King Jew's harp." 

" King David, you mean, you blockhead. How often have 
I told the people about the kind of music they had in old 
times, and tried to show you the way they held their instru- 
ments ; but it is all one, blunder after blunder." 

" Lorra I Massa don't mean that Tom know no more dea te 
men who never crossed the big water like massa self." 

It was one of the Dominie's favorite boasts that he had been 
to Holland as well as the best of them, and knew something. 
Tom used to say the same thing, only he put the name of 
Guinea always in. He considered himself a travelled gentle- 
man of color, and as holding a place among his own class 
equal to that which the Dominie held among his brethren. 

The spur was again at play, and away the two went at full 
speed, Tom keeping his horse, as in duty bound, one length 
behind his master; for the animal he rode was not equal to 
the other, but he was the lighter in weight and the best rider 
of the two. The usual visits which were paid at other times 
to the dwellers in Vlatt Bush and Catsbaan were disp^ased 
with on that day, though the memory of the good horse every 
now and again prompted him to turn into the different barn- 
yards where he had tasted the good fodder of the landlord. 
A dig with the Dominie's heel was all the answer given, and 
if the creature had any mental feeling at all, it must have 
been surprised at the unusual self-denial of his rider, who 
loved his friends so well that he never passed their door, nor 
suffered one of them to pass his, without tasting the cup of 
kindness in cider or good Santa Crux, while the faithful steed 
ate his com. 

But this was no time for palavering, and on the two riders 
rattled, bringing to their doors the inhabitants, black and 
white, wondering at the haste of the Kaatskill Dominie, who 
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was always a welcome visitor to the master, while Tom was 
even more welcome to the servants. It was sorely against 
the grain for the latter personage to pass by the house of old 
Bennie Languendyck, where a lively wench lived for whom 
Tom had a sneaking liking, and within a mile of the house 
he made up his mind to stop at all hazards. How this was 
to be accomplished was the problem he set himself about to 
solve. He trusted to his luck, which meant in his case the 
effect of a certain charm which he tried at such times. He had 
learned a Dutch rhyme, which sounded like a psalm to his 
ear, and in some way he supposed there was virtue in it. If 
it failed, he had bad hick ; sometimes he succeeded, and then 
he had good luck. Tom said his say, and then, like wiser 
folks, he set about accomplishing his wish. He loosened his 
saddle-girth as the first thing to be done, and giving his 
master's horse a sly prick in the rump, the two started away 
at double speed, when just as they were close by the garden 
fence of his desired place he slipped down, saddle and all, as 
if he had fallen, while his horse bounded forward, taking for 
the barn-yard as a matter of course, into which the Dominie, 
horse and all, followed as straight as an arrow. 

All that Tom wanted was gained. He wanted his supper, 
and he did not care for any other wench preparing it but 
Flora; and this was sure to be done. So, coming in limping, 
and holding his hand on his hip, at the same time making so 
many wry £ices that it was difficult to restrain laughter, 
though all thought he was seriously hurt ; and, indeed, he had 
not escaped without a few bruises more than he had calculated 
upon. Of course all was laid to the loosening of the girths, 
and he chuckled within himself at the trick. Once off the 
horse, the Dominie was easily persuaded to let his friend lead 
the animal to the stable and himself into the ample parlor, 
where the best in the house dways waited for him. This was 
not his own parish, but he was as well known here as at 
home, and loved the people nearly as well. Bennie Languen- 
dyck was one of the regular descendants of the Huguenots, 
full of piety and good wUl, which were written on his face 
by the finger of God, and could not be misunderstood. His 
feelings were all, next to his God, for his country, and just as 
soon as there could be a quiet moment he began to make in- 
quiries after the matters of the church, which were so inter- 
twined with the affairs of the state that in speaking of the 
one they fell into the other. Bennie had a great deal to 
learn, and some things he could tell. The Dominie was tho 

6* 
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t«r7 mati be wanted most of all to see at that hour. He had 
t reyerence fbr his learning, his office and his piety, which 
made him hnmble and glad at the same time, which the good 
man was the last in the world to take advantage of, though, 
to tell the truth, a stranger would not have believed so of 
him, judging from his grufihess and decision. These traits 
were the results of his intercourse with slaves and inferior 
men, whom he thought were more impressed in that way 
than by a milder manner. But all knew him to be one of the 
warmest-hearted men in the world, and they loved him as 
much as the^ feared him. 

**Te Dominie het been to tend Classis, and can tell vot vaa 
done to de Tories,'' said Bennie, in a half inquiring strain. 

** Yaw, and a set of Tories some of them are, who were 
there, afraid of their own shadow or else of their own ease. 
They stand in fear of man. We have Ahitophels in the camp, 
and in the court of the liord. But, Benuie, niark Dominie 
Schuneman's words, he will root out the Tories from the 
Bilderburgs to the Eaatskills, if there be power in his Con- 
mstory.'* 

" Gflad am I dat dere is one Dominie vilUng to do his duty, 
ende much need is there of power and skill to do all dis. Has 
de Dominie heard »» — ^and the old Dutchman, lowering his voice 
to a whisper, looked round the room as if afraid of an enemy 
in his own house — '* has de Dominie heard of de rismg to be 
amon^ de placks ?" 

^**Rising among the blacks!" repeated the confounded 
minister, as he rose up from his seat, looking around the 
foom^ in his turn. " Ty ho said the blacks were going to rise 
at this time J That would be the Gibeonites tuming trai- 
tors, after we have nursed them in the very bosom of our 
fkmilies, giving u^ over into the hands of the Araorites. 
Speak, Bennie, and tell me all about it, for am not I a father, 
aDominie, and a master myself. I will pursue, 1 will overtake, 
1 will divide the spoil ; speak, I tell you.»» 

" Dere is no need of haste, before de avbndmaal * pe ro^dy. 
You kenne vat ve say, * empty stalls make biting horses,' ende 
dere comes Flora to bid us set too." 

She was a young jet black damsel, of about twenty years of 
age, and was also one of the original Africans, imported in 
Wge numbers before the Revolution ; some of them direct 
from their native country, and others brought from the islands 

^ * Supper. ' 
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of the West Indies, in return for trade. Flora was a supe- 
rior wench, had been apt to learn the manners and the 
language of her master, and had become a favorite with all ; 
so much so, that she had an influence beyond her place. 

" Ha ! Flora, are you there, with your white teeth and grey 
eene?" said the Dominie. " I wonder who is to cany you on 
from old Bennie. Are Tom and you not going to make it 
up? I guess now the reason why his saddle-girths gave 
way. Come, see if you cannot make it up ; and then we 
shall see what we can bargain for ; I cannot part with Tom, 
PC you most come to the parsonage.'' 

Flora, who was waiting her chance, pretending to place 
the dishes till this speech was over, gave a sly look up, say- 
ing as she went toward the door, *' Dese be no dimes lor 
maiTying and gibing in man-iage." 

" She is a smart wench, Bennie, and if Tom and her can 
draw up, I would be \\ illing to hand you over two hundred 
pounds for her." 

" We will speak of dat again. Dominie ; say away," and 
the grace was asked with reverend deportment. The meal 
was excellent. The earnest minister had been so engaged 
since the moraing, that he actually was not hungry till ne sat 
down and smelt the dish of new chickens, and saw the 
white bread made of new wheat flower, with vegetables in 
abundance. The victuals now began to disappear and there 
was a lulL The good vrow slily poured out Irom a beautiful 
china tea-pot, into cups of the same kind, the rare beverage, 
te:i, while the old man, from a black, square bottle, which he 
had hidden till now, filled a crystal goblet, placing it on the 
opposite side from where the wSe's tea was put. The Dominie 
looking from one side to the other, gave one of his hearty 
laughs, and tasting first the one and then the other, he 
said: 

" Ha ! we have found out the thief that broke into the 
storehouse at Sopus. Well, you are more deserving of grace 
than King George, and I will not tell. But, Bennie, was 
not that a sly thing of these mauraders to get in, and the 
sentinel walking before the door with fixed bayonet ?" ' 

"Nay, nay. Dominie; dem dat hides kenne vere to seek. 
Ticklish times raises up ticklish men. Have you said yet 
vot the Consistories are to do wid de Tories ?" 

" I am going home," said the Dominie, " to summon eveiy 
Tory in the parish before us, and forbid eveiy one of them 
from taking sacrament, and then hand them over to the com 
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mittee for punishment ; I Bhall spare not one of tbem^ I 
will," and with that he lifted his great hand in the same way 
as he would t^e his oath, " I will not spare my Qwn brother 
if he stands in the way of the country and her cause." 

Just at this moment a young man entered, the son of Ben- 
nie Languendyck, with evident alarm upon his face, and said 
he wished to tell what he had just heard. After some length 
of prefece, it came to this — that a report had been spread 
about of the negroes rising, and as he knew that Flora and 
Tom were in the secret, if there was ' anything in it, he had 
stowed himself away, so that he could hear their conver- 
sation. 

"Well, what did Tom say?" was the Dominie's quick 
demand. 

" What did Flora say?" was the demand of the master of 
the house. 

" Give me time," said the youth. " Tom was making love 
to Flora, and she was making it a condition that he diould 
join the black regiment they are going to raise on King 
George's side. She says she wUl get hmi made a captain. Tom. 
says he will think of it till the day after to-morrow, when he 
will come down and tell her. But Flora, who seems to know 
a good deal more than she lets out, says the Indians are com- 
ing down to take the Dominie off to Niagara to-night, and 
she is warning Tom against being in the way, lest he be shot 
and his scalp taken." 

"The duivell" was the first words of the Dominie; and 
then, correcting himself, he said: "God knows what will be 
the end of all this, but I must face the evil and prepare 
against it. It is according to the information which Tom 
bmself brought : Brandt is on the mountain, and I shall be 
his first mark. But we shall see when it comes. I must go 
and meet the Consistory at the Baackouter, on my way home. 
There we can plan. Take you care of that wench. Flora, and 
I will watch Tom, A man's foes are those of his own house- 
hold. Peace be with you." 

The minister and his man were soon at ftill speed again. 
Tom had not a single pain, nor a wish except to get to the 
stable and tell what he had seen to his near associates. He 
was not ignorant of the purposed uprising, but, possessed of 
more wit and cunning than the majority, he had heard all, 
but committed himself to nothing. He even pretended^ to 
Flora that she was the first to teU him. He was full of his 
own thoughts, and rode further behind his master than usual. 
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as if to avoid being questioned on the state of tilings. The 
master's mind was as full of thought as the servant's, so that 
scarcely a word passed till tl^ey came near to the ford that 
allowed them to cross the Kauterskill Creek, which at that 
time was swollen, it being after a heavy rain. As they both 
mounted up the bank, the hind feet of the Dominie's horse 
slid back, which nearly unseated the rider, just as Tom came 
up in time to give his master a helping hand, keeping him on 
the saddle. 

*' That was well done, Tom : you might have pulled the 
other way, and got me out of the road, sending me down 
stream." 

" Lor' forbid, massa !" was the first impulsive cry of the 
slave. " Tom knows better who feeds him than touch a hair 
of massa's head at any time." 

" Oh, I did not mean you to take it so much in lamest as 
that. One might suppose, from your speaking so, that you had 
been told to do it ;" and here he looked in the negro's face. 

But Tom had recovered himself, and smiling said ; " Lor', 
massa, you look so, and talk so like red rooster when afraid 
of de black cock." 

This was touching the Dominie in his weakest place, for 
fear was that which he never knew, and to speak of it when 
there was actual danger was likely to make him angry. 

" Afraid, you scoundrel ! who is afraid ? Afraid of what ? 
of Brandt, or of a whole black regiment with a Tom captain 
at their head. AH that I need to do is to lift my whip, and 
they will run." 

fiy this time he was holding his raw-hide over the nose of 
Tom, who stood aghast, not so much at the threatening, as 
at the words " black regiment," which had incautiously in his 
passion passed the lips of the master. He had intended to 
keep that secret to himself till the time of revealing was pro- 
perly come ; and, feeling the prompting of his anger power- 
fxdly within him, he wheeled round and rode off, nor did he 
stop till he was before the door of Monus Diedricht on the 
Baackonter, where he had appointed a meeting for catechizing 
the children, and with the members of his Consistory. He 
found that all were met, so that with his accustomed dili- 
gence, and as if he had been in his study all day, he pro- 
ceeded with his religious duties, the same as in a time of peace. 

An hour being occupied with devotional duties, he called 
bis counsellors together, who were grave men and well tried. 
All were present but one, Martin Schuyler, and it wsfi 
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a^ed that somelluiig of great importance mast hav^e kept 
him at home. 

'^ You see, Dominie, that the teeken vunr above his house 
was to be the signal-fire for all the rest on the Cauliberg, and 
sure enough it md blaze out from the Hoogenhuisen in a full 
glow, and that was enough to keep him." 

"True ; but he would have been here or sent word, unless 
something else kept him. I am afraid that the Indians have 
taken hold of him on the way down. Rumors have been rife 
all day from our scouts, but nothing definite yet, though we 
are expecting the news every moment." 

This was said by one of the men of mark ip the neighbor- 
hood, who was requested to remain and tell what he knew 
of the state of affairs. His account was gloomy enough. All 
day the Tories had been observed passing in and out of the 
woods at- well known places, where it was too likely some 
secret {dans were perfecting. No one could be foun4 bold 
enough to vaiture near the centre of the woods, which lay 
between the mountain and the king's road; and the most 
they could judge by was the smoke which lay there in the 
morning, showing that fire had been kept burning throu^ 
the night. Through some secret source, which no one coidd 
trace, a report had come down toward evening of the Tories' 
intention being to join that night and attack the Dominie's 
house. To meet tms, a company of men had gone over there 
about an hour ago. 

** Thank you, friends, for that ; but what will the 'Yfvrrow do 
without my help ? I must go as soon as we get through here.^' 

All gave a sly smile at the Dominie's fear about the 
*Yfvrrow, who was well known as the ruler of that domicile, 
and needed less of his help thsm he required of hers ; still, he 
alwavs believed himself to have the mastery, which he had 
in all other parts of his parish, except in the parsonage. 

" Let us proceed to business ;" and the usual formalities 
were gone thi-ough, of a devotional cast.. Afterward the 
President stated the order he was determined to pursue in 
all treasonable cases. Debar them he would from the sacra- 
mental table, and if they did not repent, hand them over to 
the civil law. To all of this not a word of opposition was 
offered, except by Elder Abiel, who was a man not to be pvit 
down, even by the Dominie. He hated Tories as he hated 
the devil, and if he were sitting on the bench of justice, he 
would go the length of roasting some of them around her6 ; 
but as an elder, it was another thing. 
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** I have known Dominies to ohan|^e sides, and who knows 
but our Dominie here may be killed m this war. And suppos- 
ing we get one of the double-sided men, who are all king with 
king's men, and all country with me, and he chooses to sit in 
jui^ment on me as a Whig, what shall I deserve ?" 

"Garret Abiel," said the Dominie, with earnestness, 
*' your faith is fedling. Do you for a moment believe that 
we are to lose the ground we have gained, if we be true 
to ourselves, and stop these traitors, who are prowling 
about our door all night, waiting for our carcasses ? Tender 
mercy at this hour is severity, and I call upon, you to make 
out a case of public scandal against Petrus Sax, «f acobus Boe 
and Johannes Troumpier, and others to be named." 

At this point in the proceedings, some one called over the 
half door where they were assembled, " Garret Abiel, tons 
vanted nt home,'' and at the call the elder rose, putting the 
pipe, that he ha^ just filled for the fourth time, into the 
cinders, giving a few whiffs to be sure o^ its kindling, and he 
left, bidding the Dominie call on his way home, and ne would 
send David with him on the road home, as a convoy. Abiel'a 
house lay in the Ylatt^ about half a nule from Menus Died- 
licht's, which was perched on the side-hill close by the mili* 
tary road, which went through XJnadilla and the lake 
country, to Fort Niagara. The road to, the Elder Abiel's^ 
from the place he was in, was uneven, and fe^aced on both 
sides by alder bushes and small trees, which were lefk in the 
meadows, and by the rail fences. Besides, it was necessary 
for him to cross the creek 'before he coidd reach his own 
door. 

It so happened, in the course of events, that Tennis Roe 
-was on his way toward the house of Garret Abiel. He had 
returned during the evening from Sopus, whither he had 
been sent ; and having missed his own aim — ^telling the 
Dominie of his danger — ^he was in no haste to return and 
report anything to ms prejudice. All he could do was to be 
as near as possible to him, and avert from him the ii^urj 
intended. 

His father met him with as much excited pleasure as it was 
possible for him to display outwardly in his stiff, clumsy man-' 
iier, and to all questions put concerning the Classis, he gave 
evasive answers, which satisfied the old man, and made him 
rub his hands in prospect of the captain's cap that waited for 
his son Teunis ; other means of information were not want- 
ing conceiiiing the sayings and the doings of that day i nor' 
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had the movers m the plot, of taking oflf the Consistory bodily, 
waited for the result of those resolutions discussed at Sopus. 
The temper of the stem Whig Dominie had been felt too 
often before this, not to be dreaded now, whether he had the 
► authority of the church or was left to act without it. Either 
he must be removed out of the way, or tJiey must escape for 
the present. Brandt's presence was now their only chance, 
and already the train was all laid, waiting for the spark. 

"Noo Sonne," said the burly Boerman, "hey de glass 
of de gin schnaaps, ande here is de plack for tee face. Tee 
must be tee young Ingin," and he looked as if he were laugh- 
ing, when not a sound came from his throat. Gin had been 
plentifully drank all round, of which the old Tory had swal- 
lowed a good share. 

Tennis was shocked at the disguise he saw the company in, 
and his feelings revolted from the garments brought to him, 
so that on the first impulse he said warmly, " Dad, I cannot 
hide my face like the owl." 

-" Ende vat vor no like de oders ? Tee vill vecht alle de 
betters,'! said the really astonished Jacob. 

" Nae, nae," said the son, becoming more decided, *•' if I 
look like the devil I must feel like him, and maybe I may 
turn and blow brimstone on those who set me on fire. Dad- 
die^ I will remain and be a man, and respect myself. In that 
way will I do my duty, all the better to my God and to my 
country, and to " 

The cautious mother saw where all this was tendinff, so 
stepping in between father and son, she whispered something 
in the ear of the old man, which tickled him greatly, for 
breaking out well pleased, he said : 

" Goodt, goodt, Sonne ; den go down to de creek ende, 
votch for de big Whiggee Abiel, and see dat he off wid 
Brandt once. Dominie or no Dominie." 

Tennis, on reflection, saw that he might aid in the rescue 
of the Dominie, should he be taken, all the better if he put 
on the disguise provided for him ; and in the event of his 
being taken, there would be at least one friend near, who 
might aid him in his attempt to escape. Without any more 
parleying, he endeavored to ascertain the exact state of 
affairs, and started to the edge of the stream over which 
Elder Abiel must cross before he could reach his own door. 
Then and there he hoped to obtain a quiet interview, and 
reveal to him all he knew. 

AU at once he heard the vety man he was waiting for. 
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Bhouting at the top of his voice, and swearing a little in 
Dutch, at some one who was waylaying him. 

"Take dat, Dunder-bush 1 more comin' before morning. 
He! he! he I" 

Tennis knew all the parties well. It ^V-as the Elder and . 
his slave Cuffee, that arch negro with whom Dora was in 
compact, now carrying out the scheme which had either been 
put into their hands by Satan or his imps. The whole o,f that 
dark scene in the cave came up before the vision of the hid- 
den sentinel, and in present circumstances the plot seemed 
likely to be successfully carried out. The private and the 
public enemies of Abiel had found in this black knave a lit 
instrument, as they saw, of effecting their purpose. He pos- 
sessed great shrewdness, with more fire than usually falls to 
the share of his race. Certainly there was a deeper malice 
in that bosom than was known, till the times showed him 
up in his true colors. All the chastisements he had ever 
received were treasured by him, lying at interest, which 
he now determined to pay at a compound rate. 

This now being the set night, and nine o'clock bemg the 
hour when a clean sweep was to be made of the whole 
country, the Dominie with the rest, Cuffee was set to 
watch the door, and keep all away but friends; But the 
malicious slave, remembering his stripes and rejoicing in his 
revenge, resolved to have a Uttle fun, and do a little of the 
punishment with his own hand ; so he had the Elder Abiel 
called out from the rest, that he might waylay him in the dark. 

" Tak dat vonce more 'gain. Love cat-ende-nine-tails ; he I 
he ! he ! Domily fire all his cannons at him* No dead yet ; 
one heavy gad kill no ox so big." 

" You black sinner, what do you mean ? I'll beat you 
"white," and here the worthy master was groping round in 
the dark for some stick cm* stone that he might defend himself 
with, while Cuffee was dodging him in all directions, and deal- 
ing out sftch strokes as he thought fit; sometimes from 
behind, and then on the side, all the while laughing his 
** he I he ! he !" so provoking, that the sound went further 
into the old man's spirit than the gad went into his body. It 
was just as the master was fairly worn out that Tennis stepped 
in and gave the black a stroke on the temple, that laid him 
flat on the ground, but he was no more hurt than if he had 
been a bull calf. Rising quickly up, he ran with all his power 
from the place, and disappeared in a thicket. 

Tennis, finding himself alongside of the very man he 
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wanted to see, thought of the two messages sent hj him to 
the Elder. One was to watch bim lest he should escape from 
the designs upon him ; and the other to warn him so that he 
might escape. He resolved to follow his heart, and warn him, 
but how to begin, in the present confused state of the old 
Dutchman's brains, was a question of doubt. He had been so 
completely thrown off his balance by the suddenness of the 
call in the midst of his argument with the Dominie from fear 
lest something serious had happened in his absence, and was so, 
hastily passing through the diirk, that the stroke from behind, 
and the beating which followed from his own slave, was, 
when all had passed over, a maze through which he could not 
see. When, therefore, the first man he met was no other 
than the son of his mortal enemy, he was inclined^ to con- 
sider it but a part of the plot of which he had heard that 
night for the first time. 

'' The devil take that son of his own I When I get hold 
of bun, I wiU make his flesh as raw as he made old Grey's 
back in his last night's ride." The negro had been out with 
tfie Tories all the previous night, and rode one of his master's 
horses almost to death. 

" Maybe," said Tennis, " I can explain to Uncle Garret the 
cause of Cuffee's rebellion." 

Before another word could be got in, the old man was up 
in a rage and with his staff high in the air, was threatening 
the speaker with the punishment he meant for the block. 

^ " The rebel I Who speaks of rebellion here ? Who will 
hint at rebellion to me, you mean Tory, and the son of a &r 
meaner Tory ?" 

But for the promise he had made to Elsie, this sudden 
onslaught might have upset the good intentions of her lover, 
but his real desire of warning the honest Boerman of danger 
kept him calm and to his purpose ; so, loosening himself from 
the grasp made upon his throat, he quietly said : 

" I did not mean you were a rebel. Elder, but that Cuffee 
was inleague against you, and rebels were in your own house." 

" You lie I" was the hot answer of the old man. '* I do as 
the Dominie advises, and as. he tells of Abraham, who com- 
manded his children and his servants after him. My house 
is a well-ordered house, as my good whip this night will 
testify." 

By degrees, however. Tennis found the way to the angry 
man's understanding ; so that by the time he had reached his 
own door, he had a tolerable notion of the state of things 



THE BRAYS BUT BLOODY BRANDT. 13^ 

and of what he must guard against. Had he but another 
hour to collect his thoughts, clear his brain, smoke bis two 
accustomed pipes, and give CufTee his promised chastisement, 
it would have taken more strength than the Tories had mus- 
tered at that time to have overcome him, except by taking 
him by surprise. As it was, Cuffee had anticipated the 
threatened attack, through his love of mischief, so that instead 
of getting the whole Consistory — ^the Dominie with the rest — 
they must be satisfied with the next important personage. 
Garret Abiel. The rage of the Tories was uncontrollable 
when they found themselves balked in part ; and in all like- 
lihood the country would be roused before they could accom- 
plish anything. The negro had run to his employers, whom 
he now regarded as his equals, telling them, with great glee, 
how he had " trashed de ole man so that he roared like de 
black bull ;" but instead of getting praise for his pranks, he 
was near receiving thirty lashes, and would have been tied 
up, only it was thought best to use him in carrying out their 
plot. 

Cuffee was ordered into the ring and told how he must adt. 

** You must go into the kitchen," said one of the disguised 
figures in the group, ^^and sit within the big jambs, and be 
there when the Elder comes in, and deny eveiything. You 
will be scourged, and you deserve it ; but if you do not sub- 
mit to your master's whip, you must take one here firom us." 

Cuffee looked as a big, cowardly mastiff would when he 
&in would bite some one. He expected different treatment. 

*' Massa yet. Me thinks free man do as he pleases ; king's 

man free ; and den ole Phcebe will tell all, let me lie as I like. 

. She'll tell de trut to shame de deviL Her mind and con- 

shness truble her if her tongue go crooked. Her Christshan 

words straight as hoe-handle." 

*' Cuffee," said Helmers Ousterhout, who knew that the 
nigger was more afi^d of the fet wench than he was of even 
his master, " hide the ladle and she cannot strike you." 

" I'll not go in once again. I'm de son of King Quackle- 
dom myself^ and de free as'll the best of them." 

Here a tall, straight figure, who had stood silent in the 
shadow of the rest, stepped forward and seized the Afiican 
by the wool with his left hand, holding in his right a bright, 

f:littering knife, with which he made three flourishes round 
)uffee's bead, at the same time giving him a shake which 
gave the black ague fits. At the elose of this little panto- 
mime, he was r^y to do as he was bidden, and in he 
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marched, just in time to take his seat close by the fire on the 
floor, and feign to be fast asleep. 

Once embarked in the plan, Cuffee was the very one to go 
through with it, and he put on a face which almost deceived the 
spectators, who had taken their places at the kitchen window 
,to watch the progress of things. The fire just blazed, while 
the other negroes were preparing for their several beds. A 
few little elves, who had had an early sleep, were playing, 
naked as littje pigs, on the floor. Luckily for Cufiee, Queen 
Phoebe was down in the cellar, preparing for the morning's 
repast. It was not long before she came up, when Cuffee 
gave a start and a snort, as if he were wakened out of a 
dream, then falling back again iuto the land of drowsiness. 
Just then the door opened, and in stepped the master, whip 
in hand ; and an angry man was he, as he stood over Cuffee, 
and roared : 

"Strip, you black dog I You sinner of Satan! — en de 
groote draak oude slang----duivel en Satanas ! Strip !'* 

The Elder, for want of words in English, had recourse to 
the Bible, and heaped dragon, serpent, devil, satan, iall in 
Okue, on the head of the devoted Cfnffee : but strip was the 
word which went furthest into the ear of that worthy. 

"What'll strip for now? Had von flogging already, 
to-day. N"o*ll worked for so much, and no more." 

" Strip," said the angry master, his rage rising with his 
efforts to restrain himself. " Your rebellion must be checked. 
Hal you are going to set up for yourself. King Quackledom, 
and your subjects are to gather in the morning. , But it will 
take all the black regiment together to save you just now, 
for that stroke you gave me in the meadow. I knew your 
he I he I he ! You son of the devil I You heathen I This 
is what you learn of that Fetish cantrap that you have at 
full moon, instead' of learning your catechism." 

" Lor' blessy, massa, me been back all de way to Guinea 
coast, 'long side of King Quackledom, chewing monkey jBuont, 
an' trinking spittle schnaps wid Prince MasMty till I fell 
down on de floor. Phoebe knows, dere, herself; an' she tell 
de trut always, Domilie, and 'hole Consisry say amen." 

All of this was said in the utmost gravity by Cuffee, with 
his . back to the wall and his face fronting the back door, 
which he kept watching with the intensest interest, for 
through that he expected his rescue. On his right hand 
stood Phoebe, and on his left her daughter Peggy, who had 
for the cunning, frolicsome fellow a hankering kindness ; tho 
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master stood in front. The small fry had all run like rats 
into their holes, for well they knew that when the blood of 
old Dunder Geest was up, he dealt his blows'with great im- 
partiality all round within his reach. 

Peggy stood ready to declare anything, *but Phoebe, who 
was really what Cuffee had said, truthful, felt herself iu a 
tight place when her master demanded if she had soen the 
black scoundrel fall on the floor. 

" Manmiy," said she, " black as Cuffee ; massa vite as 
Godde made him. If massa saw Cuff loll on de grass, me 
seed him loll on de floor. Tat's all Phoebe say." 

The Elder was beginning to get confused, and by way of 
clearing his mind and regaining his quiet, he resolved on 
giving a few lashes, for he knew that if Cuffee was not, 
guilty, he would be guilty before' long, so it was as well to 
make things sure, and give him payment beforehand ; but 
ere he had time to lay on, the door opened as quietly as a 
Dutch door will, when in stepped two of the disguised Indi- 
ans ; then Cuffee also stepped out and seizjd the whip, which 
the master was flourishhig round his head, by way of giving 
it force and effect before laying it on. 

The Elder, again taken all aback, looked as if coming out 
of a dream, first at the new comers, and then at the impudent 
slave. When he found his tongue, he thi-ew himself back to 
the waU, and ordered them out oi' his presence. 

"You red sinners, as you only seem to be, get out of my 
own huisen," and he flung them aside as if they had been 
children, for he was still a man of great strength, and had 
once been the most powerful man in the whole region. Six 
feet three in his stockhigs, and shoulders a yard broad, he 
stood straight as an Indian, with arms ending in fists that 
weighed Hke a blacksmith's ibrce-hammer. " Get out of my 
huisen, you scallowags ; adderen gebroedsels, ye dressed up 
geveinsden. Get out, before I lay you low with my hands 1" 
and sprihging forward, he felled Cuffee to the floor at a 
stroke. Phoebe rushed in between the master and slave, or 
he would have trod him down under his feet in a moment. 
The brood of blacks, seeing their queen in the midst, screamed 
and squealed like young bears when their den is rifled, while 
the old leader roared at the full pitch of his voice for his 
sons. " David 1 Egbert I Charlie ! All of you come." 

But it was useless crying. The house was surrounded by 
mock and real Indians, headed by Brandt himself. When 
. Garret found out the actual state of things, he submitted 
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without another gramble, ovfy that he made one more effort 
at giving Coffee his due, and it was the most eflectual of any 
attempted b^ him. As he was passing out of the door 
between two guards, that ungrateful slave marched ahead in 
mock dignity, shouldering the old man's whip, which had 
done such good service on his own shoulders so freqiu»nt!y, 
when the master seized the big, thick, heavy clasped liible in 
his large fist, and threw it with such force that it lighted on 
Cuffee's skull, making him turn a sommerset before ihe ultole 
company, cansinff laughter that was heard up to Moiins Diinl- 
richt's, so that fliey were deceived by it, and believed it to 
be a frolic rather than a fight. 

When they gained the outside of the door, old Gairet ^vas 
doubly mortified when he saw that his son was put along- 
side of him, a prisoner. Brandt, who led the party, saw the 
necessity of dispatch, for already the alarm was spreading 
far and wide. The Dominie flew like a madman from house 
to house, rousing the true Whigs from their beds, and sending 
the young and eager aAer outers, and appointing a rendez- 
vous for all to meet, so as to make a stand and deliver the 
men now kidnapped. But the leader of the marauders was 
too good a general to linger till his enemies should muster 
their forces, so he ordered a march. 

The old and respected fiirmer who had sat all his life in 
the midst of plenty, ruling his own house at a word, heard 
the word march, with a strange kind of incredulity, and it 
was truly pitiftd to see his patient spirit yielding to the 
necessity ot the case. He was not without experience in 
travelling, for he had seen more of the world than the majo- 
rity of his class ; having been sevei-al voyages to the West 
Indies, with cattle and horses which he took on his own ven- 
ture. He built and loaded a vessel in a bught of the river, 
the first ever built on the stream*, and returned with rich 
profits, of rum, sugar, and negroes, all of which he was now 
forced to leave. Still it was better with his experience than 
it was with most of those around him, who never went to 
Sopus or Albany but they first made their wills. 

Garret was an older man than he had been, and his habits 
were more fixed, so that ease was become agreeable; and 
no wonder though his spirits for a time sank, as- he went 
up the side of the hill that overlooked his own rich domain, 
with his son* David by Ms side, nor that he gave vent 
shortly to his grief: 

" And are we come to this ? I have thought for a long 
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time that my head Trould He in the valley there bedde my 
fathers, and my friends, but awee, awee ! this is to be the 
end of all my patriotism. Like King David, I am leaving 
my house. Well, David was a good man, and suffered worse 
than I am suffering after all. His son did that, my slave 
does this. He was forced to leave bareheaded and bare- 
footed ; I am not quite so badly off as that yet. Shimei went 
up cursing him ; well, I have my share of curses from these 
Tories. Curse on ; the Lord hath let thenu I say as that 
better man said, *I will bear it all for God and my country !' " 

So, down-hearted, he went on ; but a little incident occurred 
which roused him out o^ his melancholy, and actually put 
new life into him. He was going on cane in hand, 'with the 
knapsack on his back, which the old vrow, though in tears, 
had filled with her olecakes and rusks, and leaning in part 
on the shoulder of David, his son, when that malicious Cuffee 
came up before him, bowing with mock gravity, and took his 
hat off his head, putting his own skull-cap on in its place, and 
marchine off as before, with the authority of King Greorge'a 
men. ^e Boerman waked up as out of a dream, watching 
bis time, and when Cuffee once more came around demanding 
obedience to " de king of Quackledom," the hickory stick of 
the aged prisoner laid the impudent fellow once more low, 
and this time so effectually that the nose sprang blood. He 
rose with the full intention of resenting the stroke, when 
Brandt came forward, and laying his hand on Abiel, simply 
said, " Mohawk's prisoner," and ordered the negro to restore 
the hat and take his own chapeau. The Eider had no more 
trouble from any quarter, since he found himself under the 
special protection of Brandt, who took such a partial liking 
to his prisoner that he ever after showed him favor above 
the rest. '* The Indian," he would say, " loves to see a man, 
though he be an enemy." ♦ 

Wearily and sadly did the prisoners mount up the hill, 
mocked all the while by the false Indians, and pitied seemingly 
by some of the real red men, who were acting as a divei-siou 
in behalf of the two branches of the British army above and 
below, so as to keep the men at home in sell-defence. The 
majority of the militia had gone, which will account for the 
difficulty of raising a company that night, till it was too late. 

The Dominie and his friends followed the party of marau- 
ders up the hill, and came upon them so near at one time in 

* See Colonel Stone's Life of Brandt. 
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the dark, that Garret Abiel insisted upon firing in among 
them, when the Dominie put his hand upon the young man's 
shoulder, and said, " What if you should shoot your father ?" 
' There was too much sense in it to risk a volley ; and so 
well aware were their enemies of this, that they placed their 
prisoners where they were sure to receive the bullets if they 
came. " Let us go and gather a strong force of men, and 
intercept them before they reach XJnadilla. Theywill wait 
for more prey on the mountain, and we shall watch their 
motions. It will be safest for us to leave sentinels behind, 
nnd have signals appointed, and by the da^ after to-morrow, 
we will be well ready ; for I know the Indian is not yet satis- 
fied with the booty hie takes awajr, and will return to have 
thereat. We shall see. God will teach our hands to war 
and our finders to fight." All being accustomed to regard 
the Dominie's word as law, agreed ; and having left their 
watchers, and appointed signals, the main body returned. 
» Brandt and his prisoners having gained the Kautei*skill 
Clove, ascended the side of the hill due west, where, on a table 
that runs some way north and south, they made a halt. The 
old man having the rank of captain in the militia, was put upon 
his parole, and allowed to range freely ; and passing his word 
for his son, the same privilege was extended to him. So 
confident were the Indians that he would keep his word, tRat 
they lay down and slept with their feet to the fire, and their 
arms stacked. Toward morning, one of the prisoners came 
close to the ear of the Elder, and whispered : " Now is our 
time ; we can kiU them and run." The old man lifted hia 
head from the knapsack, and saw it was possible, but he sank 
back, saying, " I will rather die than break my word." 

Toward morning, just as the sun was up, all were ordered 
to march. Upon the eastern hills the light was shining 
clear and beautiftil, and the whole sky was purpled over 
with the red glory of the coining day. The spectators 
interpreted the sight in accordance with their feelings. The 
prisoners saw in it the promise of deliverance to themselves 
and to their country ; the Indians said the Great Spirit was 
angry with the rebel ; and.the Tories, in their mean disguise, 
were, ashamed of their hypocrisy, as they looked in the fiace 
of th^ man whom they knew was their superior, and who had 
done nothing worthy of death or of bctod. 

When they gamed the height of the South Mountain, the 
whole company gazed down the river, when a redness was 
seen upon the sky in that direction, dark and lurid, which 
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betokened something unnatural, being of an entirely different 
hoe from all aromid. 

" Sopus is on fire I" was the burst which came from every 
tongue. ** The rebels are roasting I" was the fiendish shout 
of the Tories, who, in their transport, threw aside all their 
disguise in speech, leaping and huzzaing like men really pos- 
sessed of the devil.' They danced round the old felder, 
making all manner of faces at him whose nod had up to that 
^moment kept them in check. "Vat does de Elder tink 
now ?" was the triumphant cry of an old neighbor's son, , 
whom the insulted man had befnehded only the week 
before. " Vat will the good cause do now ? The great Pro- 
vincial Congress could not keep the goot king's troops 
out." 

" Sopus will rise out of its ashes more beautiful and richer 
than ever," was the quiet reply of the old man, though the 
tear was in his eye, as he sighed in spirit ; but rousing up, 
he uttered himself freely in the language of the book he 
loved. "Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass 
yourselves about with sparks ; walk in the light of your fire, 
and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall you have 
of His hand ; ye shall Ue down in sorrow." 

"Jlear the oldWhig^ee prophesying," said one. "De old 
nest is down at last," said another. " Te king's powder too 
strong for Washington's guns," was a third cry. "Why 
don't the Dominies turn the Heidelburg cannon at the 
sodgers." This was a climax, and brought the whole com- 
pany down with laughter. 

In this way the prisoners were insulted ; but the chief of 
these was content with muttering to himself, and in the ear 
of his fellows, such consolation as his religion gave him. 
" Als by ze doode zo Naegden z na hem ende keerden wider 
ende zogren Godt vroeg ende gedachten dat Godt rotssten 
was ende Godt de Alderhwojste haer verlosen." 

"What does the old oak say to the wind," inquired 
Brandt of one of the attendants, to whom the Mohawk paid 
more respect than the rest. "Does the heart of old oak 
break at the sight of fire ?" 

" No, no, not at aD," said the other ;'^' he is taking comfort 
at the sight, and would not yield, though you were to turn 
him into the flame." 

" Repeat his words in English, since he is talking to the 
Great Spirit ; the Mohawk can know his feelings. Christian 
and Indian Spirit all one." 



IM TBS DUTCH DOMOmT 

^Hee« 18 the tuadation of the big man's worcbi: ^ When 
he slew them, then they sought him, and they returned and 
inquired early after God, and they remembered God was 
their rod^ and the High God their Kedeemer.' " 

^^Ughl" said the brave Indian. ^^King George should 
bring his priests to fight these goot men. Mohawk find no 
scalps here," and he walked off to a place by himself, followed 
by his own braves, who, instead ot hooting and yelling, as 
the false troop did^ stood looking down the great and 
.glorious valley upon the gloomy smoke, in the most stolid 
composure, as if no tide of feddng flowed through their 
veins; more like a part of the inanimate objects around them 
,than human beings. A Tory of the name of Sharpe came up 
to^ Brandt, holding out a bottle to him, and loudly asking 
^^ if he did not wish he were down there to get some scalps 
firom those snivelling Whigs.'' 

^Indian does not love white man's blood;" and the 
Mohawk turned away from the despicable wretch in disgust ; 
and when the latter laid his hand tisuniliarly on his shoulder, 
he threw him off with a vengeance that made the man grow 
pale enough in the fisuse. Especially when the knife of the 
red man glittered in his hand, and he said significantly, 
^* Scalps can be had nearer than down at Sopus." 

Shai^e, who a moment before had been' so well satisfied 
with his own dear self and his transports, and who supposed 
that all on the king's side must be made' of the same coarse 
materials, fell back with confounded surprise, till he saw that 
Brandt was in earnest, when he left him, muttering to him- 
seKf ^^ These Bigins such a {nroud race, they should be taught 
to respect good king's men in these times." 

The sky, in the meantime, grew redder and redder, and 
locked as if the bolts of v^geance had shot up from hell 
upon the devoted place. From where the spectators stood, 
so high above the plain, it seemed as if the mouth of that 
bottomless pit was belching forth flames, as every now and 
again the dnEerent stores of powder and of rum blew up, and 
blazed blue among the red and the black, with which the 
conflagration was mingled. 

" Dat is but von place," said one of the disguised Tories ; 
" dere vill be red m*es, stringing like the gooldt beads on 
Mammy Dorland's neck, all up de Nort River.' Vat say you 
to dat, Elder 'Biel?" 

** When they persecute you in one place, flee to another, 
the good book says. Bum us out on vie Ylatts, we will ruu 
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to the monntfiins, like the first Christians;" This was said 
in perfect calmness ; tor by this time the bitterness was past 
in the old man's mind. 

" Dutchmen from Holland cannot live on hills," said some 
one by his side, who seemed to stand by himself, but who 
was watching all, far and near, with a keen eye. " They are 
water-fowls, frogs rather, and live best in the marshes." 

This was none else than Clifford, whom Teunis, who had 
now joined the troop, at once recognized, though in his own 
present disguise, he was not so easily distinguished as the 
man so lately seen on horseback by the side of the little 
lakes. 

The pine orchard being the place of rendezvous, new 
parties were coming in all the time, bringing more prisoners, 
Teunis watched every fi-esh arrival with eager eye, till he 
saw Kiskataam and Shandaagan come from the northward 
without any attendants ; and he began to feel satisfied that 
Elsie had eluded their search. The intei*view he witnessed 
between these Indians and Clifford, convinced him still further 
that the trail of the two fugitives had not been discovered. 
The heart of the young Dutchman beat against his side with 
gratitude to God, who had saved them. He resolved to 
find his way during the day to Hoogenhuisen, and hunt for 
himself. 



€HAPTER XHL 

BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART. 

** These thoughts may startle well, but not astound 
The virtuous mind, that ever walks attended 
By a strong sided champion— consdence." 

MiLTON^s Coifua. 

Elsie and the young lady Margaret have been too long 
»ut of sight. We left them when Teunis did, on the side of 
the North Mountain. He went below for the purpose of 
obtaining information concerning Brandt, and that he might ^ 
be of service to the friends of Elsie. The fiict of this lady 
having been forcibly carried away from those whose duty 
and measure were to love and cherish her, was a mystery 
irhicb must be unravelled before her freedom could be 
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obtained, and it ky heavily on his mind; but the occur^ 
rence may l^iave been forgotten by us, while following after 
that gang of land pirates, w^hose object was revenge, under 
the color of patriotism. 

But our narrative, like the marchings and counter-march- 
ings of an army of observation, must go back as well as for- 
v/ard. It was so that Tennis Roe had to ride on his unex- 
pected expedition. Fii-stto Hoogenhuisen, then down the 
mountain to the Vlatts below ; up again on the outlook for 
Brandt, when he turned again, at the impulse of his feelings, 
in search of the two females he had left behind him that 
morning. Since they were missing he came at once to the 
conclusion, that Elsie, in whose pi*udence he had the utmost 
confidence, had deemed it best to leave their retreat for some 
place of greater safety. He^ was well aware of the different 
ways by wliich one acquainted with these highlands might 
succeed in getting safely down ; and he felt quite sure that 
this must be the case now. 

But in all these conjectures he was mistaken. The events 
of that morning were deeply interesting to both the captives ; 
for the two had become identified, and the absence of Tennis 
was felt, even by Elsie, to be the cause of more anxiety than 
^. she would have allowed to any one. They sat down on 
1^ a smooth place to break their fast upon the fragments which 
Elsie had carried with her from the husking bee. Dame 
Myeirs, according to her custom, had not only neaped up the 
plate of her favorite with Benjamin's share, but had watched 
so as to be sure; that she ate enough, since they had plenty, 
and more to cook. After feeding the maid of Hoogenhuisen 
with what would have satisfied a hungry soldier at the close 
. . of a day's march, or at its commencement, with nothing to 
expect for week, one of these piles was thrown into Elsie's 
apron, which, in her haste, was carried all. night long in her 
arm, so that when she unrolled the bundle, it showed krow- 
lers, olecake, sausages and roleshees, lying all snugly toge- 
ther. To a nice and delicate stomach such a mess might not 
be delicious ; but with appetites sharpened by fasting and the 
morning air of the mountains, there were no objections offered, 
even by Margaret, who was heard often to declare that the 
sweetest meal that she ever partook of was on a rock, three 
thousand feet above the sea, in the dark grey of the morning, 
with the Indians on her trail. 

" If ever I return again to my native England," said Mar- 
garet, after she had broke her fast that morning, ^' I shall 
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have a breakfast, as near as it can be dressed, like this once 
a year, on the top of Snowdon. But we have no such 
heights in old England as this. Oh, what a glorious pano- 
rama, now that the mist has all rolled away. But tell me, 
Elsie, is that plain we look upon level down to the river 
blink ? I thought, on coming up, we rose up over little hills 
before we ascended this main giant. There do not seem to 
be any inequalities whatever ; but tell me, can that be the 
great river that I have read of, and sailed upon so lately ? 
Now, from here it seems but like a silver ribbon, drawn 
through a fawn velvet robe — so narrow. The Thames and 
the Rhine are not to be compared to it. Not a vessel on its 
bosom." 

" You are mistaken, Miss Clinton " — for by this time Mar- 

faret had informed Elsie who she was — "that 'stream^ ^^ 
road and deep, but the woods, the plains and the mountaii^|^ 
are all grejjit, and you are judging the river u^pnparisd^^ 
with these. They correspond with the conJ^Hfc''we live 
upon. My uncle says, that while he was in EJ^Hbd he was 
all the time trying to contract his views. You are obliged 
to expand your powers of comparison. That was the way he 
explained the diiference of feeling to an English officer whonji 
he met up here once. ' See those hills,' said he, pointing to 
the Green Mountains. 'They lie on the borders of Canadal 
Opposite to you are the mountains of Connecticut; and 
these on the right lie near the coast of New York.' " 

"And who was that officer of England that came up here 
ivitb your uncle ?" said Margaret, " for I thought none of 
them ever had been so high up in this land." 

" His name was Calderwood," said Elsie, " and he spends 
his time in examining all the curious points of the region, and • 
explaining the causes of things to us." 

" Spends his time up here ; and his name. It cannot possi- 
bly be the Calderwood that 1 know." 

" Did I say spends his time ? I meant," said Elsie, " he 
did spend his time. There was an evident hesitancy in the 
communication of the maid of the mountain, which her com- 
panion was too qiiick not to observe, and too well bred to 
pursue it ; still the name lingered on her ear, and the passing 
hint excited an interest more than other passing remarks had 
done. Here Elsie gave a sudden start, as if she had seen 
something that awakened her horror. She stood on the 
highest point at hand, scrutinizing a dark mote on the river, 
which was plainly becoming more visible every moment. 
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The mountain nymph changed colors more rapidly thaxt sui 
April sky, but was still silent. 

" What attracts your eye so intently ?" said Margaret, at 
the same time gazing down in the direction she saw her 
friend looking ; when, with equal rapidity, her countenance 
grew pale and red in an instant, as she exclaimed: "A 
ship I A ship I I have seen a ship before, at sea, but one 
from such a height as this never before." 

" Yes," said Elsie Avith some bitterness, " a king's ship, 
where she has no business to be. Oh, if our people had but 
a match for her, I could stand here and see her driven back 
to the sea, and clap my hands at her." 

** It would be a grand and awful sight to you ; but to me, 
my dear Elsie, how temble, when I tell you that my fjither 
and mother are on board. Oh, my dear parents, how I long 
to be in your arms." 

Here 1^ stretched forth her arras, as a child does to 
grasp the moon ; and as vainly. It was indeed the Vulture, 
that had, after the abduction of Margaret, remained near the 
place where they first missed the Lidian Kiskataam. On 
this account the attack upon Sopus had been delaved twenty- 
four hours ; while in the meantime the cruel kidnapper was 
making his way where no ship could swim. This moment of 
seeing the ship was, on that account, one of intense interest. 
There she was, like a large bird of prey, hovering over her 
victim. 

" She is well named the Vulture," said Elsie, " which is a 
kmd of eagle, the Dominie tells us, that scents carrion far off. 
There she spreads her wings, and before night her cruel 
beak will be in the heart of some innocent Whigs, whose 
9nly fault is, that they love their country and their liberty 
better than they love King George." 

" Have pity on me, dear Elsie, I am in your hands, and 
you are kind to me, and I cannot be angry with you, though 
you are severe ; but no wonder though you both love your 
people and love liberty, standing up here, feeling all the 
rapture of this scene. My parents are in that ship, and my 
brother is there, and one very dear to me is there who 
would shed his blood willingly for me — all are suffering. 
Oh, if they could but see me, as I do them at this moment." 

" Well, I shall repress my feelings. Miss Clinton, for your 
sake, and please to forgive me in my ardor, but remenaber 
that this is the day Brandt is expected to come fronathis 
very mountain height, to join hands with the Tories below ; 
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and that ship is hovering there to help flietfi. Xo WWAi&t 
my heart is glowing with Mig^r, when I mow, that my fttth^f 
is in danger, and all my friends exposed." 

" Elsie I Elsie 1 forgive me, and cast toe asttde, for Pm not 
deserving the trouble and the risk yon run oA my iEUsoount. 
Oh, God ! what have I done that I t^ould be sent here to 
these wilds, and within sight of the happy h^Veh titiftt I love 
so well down there. There is a hawk sa^ii^ down $ if I had 
but his wings for a few minutes ! — ^and yet 1 tliink mysc^ far 
above him in wisdom and in sentiment: yet ten btiihut^ in 
possesion of his power would put me beyond all hj^in." 

*^ Lady Margaret,^ou were oil board of tiiat ship, and ttK 
the power of great EngliEuid wasi pledged to def^d yon, so 
long as that &g waved, and yet you fell iuto the snatie of 
the fowler; you trusted a human arm and it fkiled yon. Her^ 
am I who liave lived all my days in these wilds, lAid yet t 
am free. The hand that holds up that h^wk, teaii^flg him 
to stretch out his wings toward the south, w31 carry you 
careflilly home if it be his will, and if not, all the armies 
and navies of King George comfbined cannot insure your 
safety." 

As is common in these high regions, clouds beson to 
gather round the tops of the peaks, envelojnng ever^hing in 
mist, so that the river and the plain soon became invifiimle. 
Margaret .was almost in despair at the thought of being cut 
off from her home, which seemed so near, and could scarcely 
refrain from crying aloud to her mother, whom she knew 
would be vainly ^zing upward in search of her. Elsie, 
more prudent and m sober earnest, was trying to persuade 
her weeping friend to come under some shelter before the 
rain should conmience. The eager daughter would look 
down where she knew her mother was ; and long after all 
was thick darkness, Jier eyes were vainly penetrating the 
doud, that hung over the river. A sudden breeze springuig 
up, dispersed some of the misty layers, when the vessel was 
seen rising up out of the water, huge, and seemingly removed 
faroC 

- ^' She is leaving me, and I must be cut loose from all that I 
love ; O, Father I O, God ! send me help in this hour of my 
trouble." 

Again all was cloudy. Elsie here took hold of the younff 
lady's arm, drawing her gently to the ground, beside hersdl^ 
while she pointed to the ledge of flat rock near them, -Wbkf^ 
iie hated Indian stood, gazing in the same direotioft #M 
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themsdves; and evidently absorbed in the moyemehts of 
the ship) which his keener eye still saw through the thick 
mist. 

This was enongh, the frantic voice of Margaret was calmed 
in an instant. Fear rushed through her bosom like the 
gust of wind that swept noisily through the gorges of the 
mountidn. Tame as an infant, she laid her head upon the 
lap' of her friend, where she rested and recovered her 
strength. A cave that Elsie knew of, where she and her 
cousin had once taken shelter during a storm, was the place 
to which she determined to remove, immediately after the 
sun had passed his height. In the meantime they lay 
dose to each other, near the spot where Tennis had left 
them, still overlooking the grand valley of the Hudson. It 
was a small place to lie easy in, but the fear of being seen, 
by eyes which they knew were neaf and wat<ihing every 
movement, made them lie close. 

Margaret, graduallj^ recovering from, the agitation caused 
by the sight of the ship, was anxiously watchmg the face of 
her friend, to read from that, if possible, what her own fate 
might be. 

"Elsie," said the partially excited girl, "say something 
good to me in your own language. Something that your 
kind minister says — ^that Dominie you speak of. It must be 
good, for it makes you so kind." 

" We might sleep one hour till the shower be past. When 
the sun comes out after rain, it always makes me feel strong,'' 
said the Dutch girl; "and gratitude to the Creator makes 
me still stronger." 

" And I am stronger now that you are speaking. Tdl me 
what you have learned that is good for me to hear." 

Elsie repeated in Dutch : 

" * Ik zal in brede t' samen nederliggen ende slapen ; want 
gy o' Heese alien zult my doen zeker womeen,' The English 
of that you no doubt know. ' I will both lay me down in 
peace and sleep." 

" Oh, yes," said Margaret ; " ' For thou Lord only maketh 
me dwell in safety.' I nave read that in the Psalter." 

"Lie still, Miss Clinton," said Elsie, in a whisper, " for an 
Indian has ears quicker than a white man, and a thick cl6ud, 
I have heard, gives out strange sounds. Hark! there are 
voices not far off from us. Let us trust in God like Jacob 
when he lay with a stone for his pillow, while troops of 
fngels were looking down on his face, keeping his eyelida 



BLESSED ARE THE TUBE IN HEART. 



155 



quiet and his heart from beating too hard, flush I There 
they are again. Hush !" 

In this way they lay till all was quiet, when both fell asleep ; 
Margaret dreaming of home. A ship sailed beautifully be- 
fore her dreaming fancy, and the whole world, was gay for 
a moment, suddeSy to be overcast the next. As for Elsie, 
she was too well aware of the danger to allow herself to be 
overcome by sleep so as to dream. She merely slumbered *; 
for all the time of- this calm she was planning in her mind 
what would be the best wa^ of escaping out of the toils which 
she was certain must be spread already around them. Pru- 
dence said, wait till night throws over you his thick cloud, 
unless the present mist continues, when the chances may be 
quite as good. Besides, she felt as if Tenuis would return 
again during the day, and perhaps bring aid with him, 
when it would be best to remain where she would be" in the 
way. 

When Margaret awoke, the rain had blown past, and the 
mountain-tops were clear, while all below was in terrible 
commotion. The storm had descended, and was then raging 
in its fiiry. The two refugees felt refreshed, and exulted in 
feeling at the sight ; and, placing themselves in a narrow 
cavity, which hid them on all sides and left the view to the 
east still open, they sat down to contemplate the scene at 
their feet, like the goddesses of the storm. 

*' Do the storms," said Margaret, " continue so much longer 
below than they do up here? I have always supposed that 
there was more rain, winds and vapors on the hills than on 
the plains." 

" There are sometimes great hurricanes up here when they 
are safe below ; but it seldom happens that any one has the 
chance of seeing such a storm as that from this height. See 
there, how the thunder is bursting out of that darkness. 
liook; — oh, look ! how these lightnings break out on all sides. 
Do you see that flash there, Miss Clinton ?" 

*' Really, dear Elsie, that is majestic. They seem lik« 
serpents rolling themselves in the dust raised by an caith- 
quake." 

*' Or rather, my lady, like what we read of Sinai, that sent 
forth thunderings and lightnings and a thick cloud." 

"Yes, Elsie, there it comes sailing along from the north, 
like a great admiral ship. How calm and powerfiil his 
advance ! Now he comes more swiftly. The sight of the 
conflict impels him forward. Now he will speak. He is 
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charged with'fire and wrath. Why, the whole Artnada tvm 
at bis approach." 

^^ No," 82ud Elsie, taking up the enthnaastio language of the 
proud girl of the Queen of the Seas, "they are but flaying 
round your admiral till they ^et a better place. See how 
they send their fires into his sides! Ah ! how the Dominie 
would shout at that, and clap his hands^ singing: ^What 
aileth thee, ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams and ye 
little hiUs like lambs.' " 

"Ah, I see my great admiral has scattered; he is in frag- 
ments. I have heard my uncle say that grieat ships were not 
always great victors." 

" That may be true : I know that great Goliath fell before 
little David, and a great king that shall be nameless may 
learn that the battle is not to the strong. Great clouds are 
but the dust of the Almighty's feet." 

" Let me repeat to you, Elsie, words that I learned in 
school, that I never have seen pictured befoi-e my eyes till 
this moment. They describe a great battle in the heavens 
between the good and the bad spirits : 

** * In his right hand, 
Grasping ten thousand thunders, which he sent 
Before him, such as in their souls infixed 
Ptagues. O'er shields and helmed heads he rode ; 
Of thrones And mighty seraphim prostrate. 

As if a iierd 
Of goats, or timorous flock together thronged, 
Drove them before him, thunder-struck, pursued 
With terrors and furies, to the bounds 
And crystal wall of heaven.' '* 

" My lady, that sounds grand, though I do not understand 
it fully. My mind, you see, always runs to the words of our 
Dominie when I see such a sight. When he describes the 
last day, when seven thunders utter their voices, and when I 
see the clouds chasing each other as they do now, it puts me 
in mind of what the good book says about 'giving their 
flocks to the thunderbofts.' " 

"Well, Elsie, I ccMifess that your old Dominie and his 
book beats my Milton. But here comes a new turn in this 
divine panorama. There, the scattered troops are wheeling 
into squares, just as I have seen in Hyde Park on a review 
day, when the several regiments moved to the rendezvous ; 
"wMle the ntunberless spectators, like those broken masses 
that remain in the distance, remind me how the crowd fringed 
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the oatdde, impatiently watching the centre till it would 
spread out again. Do you suppose that the army is about to 
disperse to their quarters, and leave the heaven as clear as 
it was this morning ?" 

Elsie replied to this question, that she thought rain would 
descend in torrents upon the whole Hudson valley and this 
she foretold truly. The different layers of vapor became one 
great sheet, iastened to the sides of the mountains eastward, 
where it lay as in silent rest for a short time, till it seem,e4 
to move, internally giving out its abundant drops. Not a 
shred of the river, nor a point of hiffh ground were seen ; 
and yet the sun was shining above Hiffli Peak, and to the 
west of where the two spectators stood, for it was now an 
hour past meiidian. Elsie was the first to i^ak, for she was 
^miliar with the scene, and could in a degree foretell what 
might arise ; while her companion was too much mpt in view- 
ing the awful mystery beneath, to anticipate the coming 
change. 

" Look, Lady Margaret I see in the south, how the rainbow 
is forming. Now see again in the north." 

" Glorious I" was the exclamation of the enraptured girl, 
" if it forms all through as perfectly it will be worthy of the 
Almighty hand that paints it. I have been on the side of 
the iQps, but never beheld anything like this. Hush, dear 
Elsie, do not speak, lest you mar its perfection by a breath." 
All the sorrow she had felt an hour ago was forgotten, and 
lifting herself up, she whispered, " Oh, mother — Oh" — Ber- 
tram^ shjp would have said — " could you but see that bow of 
promise, you would hope as I do. x ou cannot see it, for the 
rain is above yoh." 

" That bow," said the proud Elsie, " is over the land of the 
rebel" 

" No matter ; if all the people of the countiy be like Tennis 
and my own Elsie, I could kiss them in purest love ;" and she 
embraced her fi*iend in tears and smiles together. " Alas ! I 
was thinking only of myself when you spoke just now, Elsie. 
Poor worm that I am, when all around me ought to lift 
me above, and give me a sense of the greatness of Him who 
has set his bow m the cloud, as the sign of His beauty. 
Can you read signs, Elsie ?" 

" Let me try and read this," said the good girl, willing to 
chase the gloom and despair away from the mind of her com- 
panion at a moment when so much depended on energetic 
exertion. " There were thick clouds this morning ; you began 
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to climb these mountain heights in despair. The sun came 
out and dispersed the gloom : Teunis )uid I, like the stars, 
have led you here to this place of refuge ; your enemies are 
still around you, muttering like the thunder beneath. Now 
the bow of promise appears and you will be delivered from 
all your fears." ^ 

" Thank you,' thank you, dearest friend ; I should trust, 
since you have been sent to me in this wild region, like an 
angel from heaven, where I had no right to expect any one 
but an enemy at this time. But see, the bow has fallen fiat 
on the ground." 

" It is only the sackcloth cloud that is spreading out farther 
to the east. We girls of the hills say that these bright colors 
we see, are the eyes of good people below, shining through 
to their friends in heaven; and that black parts cover 
very wicked folks. The rays of the sun never get through 
to them." 

The ears of the English girl were not shut to thjs fancy of 
her companion, but her eyes were the most awake lest she 
might lose the smallest change in the wondrous bridge. 

" There, it rises again," she exclaimed, " as it was before, 
as if Michael and Ithuriel had stood at its opposite points, 
raising it as an archway to the celestial city. I have read in 
the Psalter something about lifting up the everlasting gates 
that the King of Glory might enter in." 

"Yes, Miss Margaret, and no grating sound on these 
hinges. How rich the gilding, and the form how perfect. 
Have you ever seen anything like that, near kings' palaces ?" 

" Oh, Elsie ! but see : like all earthly grandeur it depai-ts. 
Already it gives way at the centre of the Curve. Dimness 
is now passing over the whole ; what remains even now is 
more in memory of what was,' than in assurance of what is." 

"True, Lady Margaret, every one walketh in a vain show. 
That jewel is gone ; so we must wait for that sight which is 
seen in heaven." 

" And are there rainbows in heaven, Elsie ? Any gems as 
resplendent as the one we have seen pass ? Heaven shall 
seem more glorious than ever it did, atler what I have just 
looked upon." 

" Oh, yes, Miss Clinton, there is a rainbow there round 
about the throne, in sight like unto emerald. Our Dominie 
would tell us that these are figures of realities. The ever- 
lasting beauty of heaven, and .the unfading splendor of its 
riches ; I have heard him preach about the rainbow, when 
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he told US that "Nosh stood on a moiiDtain, five times higher 
up than High Peak, and saw a bow stretching over a plain 
through which the river Euphrates runs." 

*' And what good did that do to his simple people. - Our 
parsons tell us what will be of practical good to us. What 
the better were you, Elsie, on that account ?" 

" We were told by the good man that the bow was the 
signature of God, put to the covenant he had made wjth 
Noah ; and that the bow in heaven was the sign of our salva- 
tion being fully secured." 

" Ah, I see," said Margaret, " and the good you obtain, is 
in believing that God is faithful to his covenant. That is 
good ; I will believe in the sign ; I feel stronger when you 
speak of that." 

*' There is other business for us, dear Miss Clinton — ^lo.ok 
"down there," said the watchiul Elsie ; and in the direction 
where herfingfer pointed the eager eye of her companion was 
turned, when she saw, to hc(r horror, Clifford in close^conver- 
sation with Shandaagan ; and the chief Kiskataam was com- 
ing up toward them. They were engaged scrutinizing closely 
the ground, as if they had discovered some footprints. The 
rupture between the Englishman and the Indian had been 
apparently made up ; and one thought filled them both, 
though it was plain that as yet they were all at fault. No 
question but they were on the trail of the two ftigitives ; and 
had they followed on in the direct line, it would have brought 
them to the spot where they would have found the cave — 
empty; for a few feet further, and the girls were prepared 
to swing themselves over the face of the precipice, as 
foxes do, when pursued by hunters. But the pursuera lost 
track of their game at the point where they were seen. Elsie 
had made, extempore, out of her undet-dress, two pairs 
of moccasins, which had no special form after a human foot, 
and they completely stultified the red man, who could not 
decide the kind of animal to which it belonged. 

What more particularly diverted their attention at this 
critical moment, was the sound of Tennis' horse's hoofs 
along the rocky path. The two Indians glided out of si^ht, 
so as to elude suspicion, leaving Clifford to have an interview 
with the young Boerman alone,, which ended so as com- 
pletely to change the whole front of the affair, and save the 
two fugitives from making a desperate venture in another 
direction. ' \ ^ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

A TRIAL OP FAITH AND FORTITUDE* 

^ Fifty thooMod pannier loads of derfls, with Uieir Uik chopped off by the rnmpi, 
eovld not hare made ao dlaholkal a acream of it.**— TasraAH Sbaxdt. 

Night came ffratefully to the fiigitiyes, and Elsie had, in 
her own mind, ^termined to get down into the valley, and 
reach early some place of reftige. How to get dirough, when 
enemies were around, so qnickin eye and ear, was the <|aestion 
diat came up to her Hps. Her knowledge of the Indian cha- 
racter, and ner present acquaintance with the cause of Miss 
Margaret^s trouble, made her fully aware of the vigilance of 
their enemies. Add to all, the tlu-eatened raid of the great 
Mohawk was near at hand ; so that should they escape Clif- 
ford and his satellites, they were in great danger of ^lUiug 
into the line of Brandt's party. In that case Margaret 
resolved upon giving up at once, well persuaded that 
the daughter of an English officer must be safer in Brandt's 
hands than in Clifford's. But then, what niust she, the 
daughter of a Schuyler, expect, but bondage. No matter ; 
her first care was to get liirough the lines of Kiskataam, 
whom she knew must be watching with the eye and the ear 
of a catamount. 

"Let me take one full view of the stars from this high ob- 
servatory, before we go back into the darkness. I may 
never see the like again. What does your Dominie say of 
them that does you good ? It will do me good to hear it." 

" He says," said the honest Dutch girl, " that were the sun, 
always to shine, we would lose one half of the glory of the 
heavens ; and that were we always prosperous, there would 
be no star dust scattered over our path." 

" I suppose he adds one thing more — that if there were no 
death, there could be no heaven. Let us go : had I not been 
stolen away, I would never have seen Elsie, nor these resplen- 
dent scenes that have risen upon me this day from early- 
dawn till dewy eve." 

At this instant Elsie almost shouted, and would have 
clapped her hands, had not her friend, who now had learned 
caution, prevented her, when, pointing to the southward. 
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she said, ^Hhe teken vuur is lighted on the keekute.^ I 
knew that Tennis was true to his word. It blazes, see, from 
the back of that hill. My mother ! we must find our way 
to her. The sky is all red above the hill, I gathered these 
pitch knots myself, and helped my father to build the pile. 
My heart and my hand shall go together." 

" Then Tennis had not the promise of both this morning 
when he left ?" inquired Margaret, willing to lead the mind 
of Elsie away from sad thoughts, which, in her turn, she now 
suffered to intrude upon her usually vivacious spirit. 

"There are reasons. Lady Margaret, which you cannot 
fully understand. I would not divide myself from my coun- 
try's cause. My heart must not be put on neutral ground, 
nor yet on the king's." 

*' King's men are more esteemed in London than other 
men, and Teunis would be promoted there," 

*' May be," said Elsie, " but the blood tingles in our veins 
here at the sight of freedom and of truth." 

"I have wondered all this day, when I have heard you ex- 
press your patriotism so strongly, where you could have 
learned such sentiments. Have you mingled yrith others 
than your own people ?" 

" My dear Lady Margaret, were you to sit one day under 
the pulpit of Dominie Schuneman, you would not wonder any 
more. Oh, I wish you could hear him, when he is rousing 
up the minute men. How the fire flies out of his eyes when hS 
bids them bring back their shield, or be brought back on it." 

*' What makes you look down there so earnestly, Elsie ?" 
as she saw the anxious girl gaze into the dark. "Tell me if 
you see any thm^ alarming ?" 

"Nothing, omy I see the red skins are kindling a fire on 
the flat rock, as a signal for their fellow-murderei's below. 
There will be hot work all around us before the morning. 
Let us go, and trust to Him who takes care of the young 
fawns up here over these mountains. Kiskataam has named 
you the Fawn. Let us look above all man's power." 

They set out upon their perilous journey, and as Elsie 
knew that the narrow road which runs between the two 
ponds was most likely to be watched, she at first determined 
to go around ; yet considering within herself, " If the Indian 
gospeots my presence, he will guess that I am more likely to 
avoid such a trap, and fall into the other. It will be better 

• ** Look out *' is the English ; *« keek oot '* is the Scotch. 
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for me to go forward and examine for myself." So comma- 
nicating her plan to her companion, she left her, with 
instructions how she should proceed in the event of her being 
kept from returning. 

" Go back," said the intrepid girl, " to where we have 
been all day. Stand on the place motionless, and wait. If 
I am alive, help will find you before noon. Wait here till 
you see the Ellwand * — ^those three stars up through that tree. 
If I am not back then, do as I have bid you ; and remember 
you are a soldier's daughter, and God's arm is with you in 
all places." \ 

" But, dear Elsie, what if those cruel men keep you from 
helping me ? They are cruel enough to kill you." 

*'They dare not. I have power over them by myself^ 
which I could not have with you by my side. But if no one 
comes to you, there is one who will heip you at the foot of 
the hill. Try and find your way down the road you saw 
Tennis take. But do not fear." 

With that, Elsie went on into the dark alone. While Mar- 
garet, with a palpitating heart, saw her depart, it seemed as 
if the last link was broken which bound her to the world. 
Elsie moved through the tangled underbrush with the utmost 
caution and quiet. Accustomed to such journeys, she knew 
no fear of aught except the danger of falling into the ambush 
that might be laid for her. The farther she went, the 
slower was her progress, creeping rather than walking. Her 
present aim was, if possible, to get a glimpse of the persons 
who might be around the fire, and when she did get within 
sight^. Clifford was the only figure she could discern. This 
assured ^er that the other two were out as scouts. Creeping 
along to the westward, where the path is narrow, she judged 
it to be the mpst likely spot for a sentinel to be placed ; but 
how to find it out, she stood utterly at a loss : M^hen, turn- 
ing to the left, close by the path on which she came down 
upon her father's trail on the preceding evening, she went 
up high enough to let a heavy stone fall in the direction 
where Clifford stood, who, startled at the sound, fired off his 
gun, which in ten minutes brought in the other two. The 
Englishman was evidently in the greatest consternation, 
which rendered him nervous and made him*act ridiculously, 
which, to an Indian, is always an unpardonable offence. 
They evidently treated the whole as 'the result of his own 

* Yard-stick. 
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imagination, and, with characteristic coohiess, stretched 
themselves out before the firo preparatory to rest. This waa 
enough for the brave girl, so hastening back to her terrified 
companion, she communicated the joyful intelligence of fv 
speedy deliverance. 

Margaret was standing like a young roe that had heard 
the shout of the hunters, and expected every moment to hear 
their baying hounds in her thicket. So near was she to dan- 
ger, that Eiskataam passed the other side of the rock where 
she was, and might have stumbled over her had he taken the 
other side ; but she had escaped, and Elsie, kissing her, said : 

" There shall not a hair of your head fall to the ground 
without His permission. Brace up now, my lady, for we 
have a long walk before us ere thq day dawns. We must be 
quickly into the clove." 

*' My dear Elsie, I am firmer than you take me to be, and 
€an stand more fatigue than you suppose me capable of. X 
have been out with the chase before now, and you must know 
that we English girls are great walkers." 

** You wul require all your strength, Miss Clinton, when 
you come to make the comparison between those smooth 
lawns you told me of, and these humpy roads. Lean upon 
me, and be sure to notice when the rags get loose from your 
ahoes, for we must not leave a trace behind us for these 
Indian dogs to scent us out." 

They were now fairly on the way, and as Elsie detennined 
that the safest plan was the boldest, she led her companion^ 
straight between the small lakes, passing close to the fire, 
along the edge of the pines that grew in the crevices of the 
rocks. Half carrying her charge, they crawled up the South 
Mountain, slowly and carefully, lest they should loosen any 
of the stones that lay anchored there, and so disturb the 
quick ears that lay watching so near them. Once up, they 
sat^iiown to rest upon the big rock. The two maidens, like 
two birds that have just made their escape, stood up on this 
height and looked do^vn, with a half contemptuous smile at 
the? superior skill with which they managed to outwit men 
of such reputed cunning. 

Thus taking short journeys, and resting during the inter- 
vals, they reached the gate of Hoogenhuisen, where the first 
welcome that met Elsie was the leaping of Rover coining 
out to meet them, who, though he had been carefully tau^t 
not to bark aloud, could not restrain making a noise equally 
' Biguificant and aiidible. 
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AngeKca, the mother of the lost girl, was up, and seated 
at a fire, which th^ was needed in the epld of that' October 
morning. Her pipe, which was always the first mouthful of 
comfort she took on all occasions, was between her teeth ; 
while her eyes settled upon the growing blaze as if she could 
read in that the fortunes of the new day. On the entrance 
of the daughter, she did not fly into an ecstasy of feeling, as 
one of a more excitable race certainly would have done ; for 
besides being a true daughter of Holland, proverbial for 
their phlegm and slowness of action, women in these days 
hav^ learned through hardship and danger, to possess their 
souls in patience and quiet. The Reformed Protestant 
Dutch Church is equally Calvinistic with the New England 
Puritim, and its doctrines are equally felt among the people, 
operating upon theip in producing tnat hardy endurance, as 
essential in times of trouble, as gallantry ana courage in an 
onset of battle. Angelica was a sincere believer in her 
religion, and acted out her faith to the last. 

In reply to the few questions put to her by Elsie, she 
quietly, out evidently in deep concern, stated that Martin had 
been away two nights. Tennis Ro^had been up yesterday, 
inquiring after things ; he had left only in the darkening. 
Some Indians had been seen prowling about. Tories had 
passed the house on the back road. These were the days 
that old Martinus, her grand&ther, had oilen foretold would 
come. 

Margaret had been left at the door by Elsie, till she pre- 
pared the way, and held -a brief convei*sation with her 
mother before telling her that slie had a stranger with her 
that had fitllen into trouble. That was at any time enough 
to awaken the sympathy of the kind-hearted vrow. "Let her 
come in, we will share what we have left with any poor 
wanderer.'* 

"Mjr irfother,*' said Elsie to her friend, "has just been 
repeatms one of her favorite texts, which gives her strength 
in her old days: *The world passeth away, and the lusts 
thereof; but he that doeth the will of God, shall abide for 
ever.' '» 

"Mammy, here is a stranger needing rest, and refuge. I 
have brought her to you, and you will be a mother to her.»» 
With that Elsie conducted her new friend up close to the 
fire, that the two might see each other. 

"Tee's welcome, sae lang's I'm here myself; nay one can 
tell vat te moiTow vill bring varth." 
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** Where do you think is daddie ? that you are sitting at 
the fireside at this late hour, alone ?•* Elsie had her doubts 
all along that her father was entrapped in some way ; but 
she hoped still that his absence might be voluntary. 

"Nefer sene hemme since tee was here dat nicht,*' said the 
sad mother, as she blew out a double mouthful of the smoke 
that she had been keeping in till the question was wholly 
asked. 

The answer was a thunder-stroke to the affectionate daughter, 
but she was too good, and too wise a comforter, to suggest 
more fears than were already preying upon the mind of the 
anxious wife ; so inwardly revolving the different views of 
affairs, as they came up rapidly in hei* mind, she felt that the 
best plan for the present was to rest till daylight, and then 
act. So taking Margaret by the hand, she led her up a back 
stair to the chamber above. 

" You must feel for the bed, my dear lady ; misery has no 
choice. Lie down, but be ready to rise at a moment's call. 
Never fear, for though you be suiTOunded, you will escape, 
80 long as I am by your side. 

*' Oh, Elsie, dear Elsie, I wish that I could lie down as 
contented in spirit as that good woman, your mother, feels at 
this moment. I now know why you can be so forgiving 
and so kind to me, though my people are doing you such 
injury. Hush I I want to hear your mother's voice praying, 
though I cannot understand her words. You will intei-pret 
them for me.'* 

Angelica, immediately below, was sa^-ing in her own lan- 
guage, " Looffc den Heere myne ziele en all wat binnen in my 
is zynen Hicligen name." 

" What does your good mother say, Elsie ? I love to lieAr 
her voice." 

The kind-hearted daughter, who was weeping, to herself, 
and wishing to hide her feelings from her companion, could 
8C!ircely articulate an answer, " She is full of gratitude, Miss 
Clinton, to think that I am spared to her, and the words you 
liaard her utter were, ' Bless the Lord, oh, my soul, and all 
that is within me, bless his holy name.' Sleep, my Lady 
Margaret, for we must be up betimes, and work for liberty 
and life ; judging from all that I see on the earth and in the 
sky." 

Morning rose upon the world, in many parts as it had 
done before ; but these quiet regions, which knew no memo- 
rable change before, had a new page added to their history. 
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All over the mountftins to the westward were seen pillars of 
smoke, which plainly indicated the approach of the dreaded 
Brandt, *from the fields of blood on which he had been com- 
mitting havoc. Elsie had risen from the side of the weary 
fugitive, and was surveying the scene around, so asto deter- 
mine the course of that day. She had somcf hope that Tennis 
might come to her aid, for she saw herself completely sur- 
rounded. Her heart for a moment misgave her. Had she 
done right in risking all for this stranger ? Might she not be 
sent, so that she would become a hostage, and so insure the 
safety of her own people against Brandt. Would it not be 
well to retain this lady ? " No, God forbid,'* was her im- 
passioned cry. " Providence has placed her under my care. 
Neither parents nor enemies would approve of treachery ; no, 
nor the Dominie, nor my own heart. And now, that every 
hour in the company of this young lady has made me more 
in love with her, I will act out my feelings and my con- 
victions and hope for the best." 

As these reflections gave place to resolutions of good 
intention, she felt stronger, and was ready to perform what- 
ever duty came first to hand ; nor was she long in finding 
out wort to do. She stood up to her iuU height on a 
jutting point of the rock, in the grey mist, and to a stranger 
in these parts, who had never seen an object through a cloud, 
she would have appeared of gigantic size. Her hair as yet 
was untied, and hung over her shoulders ; the loose dress 
which she had on flew forward in the wind, while her excited 
feelings gave her an earnestness of manner which could not 
be hid, even by the misty veil around her. Lifting up her 
arms to the Almighty, whom she recognized alone, she 
invoked His blessing on her and on her parents in that day 
of trial. " Send us a deliverer, O God ; give me wisdom 
and courage, power and patience to guide and be guided 
through our perplexity and danger." 

Turning her eyes downward, she plainly saw a stranpre 
figure approaching the place where she stood. In the mist 
it seemed also of gigantic size, but that did not deceive her, 
accustomed as she was to judge by things around her ; still 
the man who drew near could not be an Indian, from his 
walk ; nor was he a native of these regions, as indicated by 
his gait and dress. He did not bend forward, as all -those 
do who have climbed up hills from their infancy ; and his 

farraents were worn with an air which showed that he 
new what was dignified and becoming, though he affected 
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to despise both, from the loose way in which the long ffrey 
cloak he had on was thrown around him. Elsie was not Mraid 
when she came to see who it was ; lor she knew the Hermit 
of tlie Hollow, who, at that moment, was most welcome. 
She of all the yomig women of the hills was Ids especial 
favorite, and indeed the only one who met hun heartily, 
and not with pity. She had sat with him for hours, hearing his 
tales of other countries ; asking him questions which did not 
intrude upon his own affairs ; and anticipating his wants in 
such a way as to impress him with a high regard for her 
natural ability, which he took great pains to elicit and foster. 
He was a many-sided man, and had to be studied carefully, 
which all could not do, and were accordingly repulsed by 
him, so as to make some believe him mad, others a fool, and 
not a few that he was a spy upon the country, and in league 
with the Indians. Elsie belie vexi him to be sound in head 
and in heart, except on one point, a burning revenge against 
some object of his hatred, that haunted him ni^ht and day. 
All her sagacity could never find out the direction to which 
that passion pointed ; so that she had come to suppose that 
it was in his own imagination, 

*' I have been searching for you, Elspeth, and have found 
you where other eyes, less kind than mme, might have seen 
you. Do you know that these hills are crowded just now 
with your enemies, and a ball could have brought down the 
Maid of Hoogenhuisen without any one being able to tell 
whence it came ? How often have I told you to keep below 
the rocks, instead of standing on them." 

"There are times when fear should not interfere with 
duty," said Elsie, " and this hour is one of them." 

*' I have waited for you two days. Have you lost con- 
fidence in me ? Where is the token of my friendship and of 
my power, that you neither brought it nor sent it to me ?" 

Elsie blushed at these words, which were intended as a 
reproof, for something understood between them ; but turn- 
ing to her visitor, she told him that it was impossible for her 
to have con\e. He must take her word without any explana- 
tion just now ; but here was the token still safe, and now, if 
he could help her, the time had come. 

" Yesterday is past and gone ; to-day there will be blood 
and fire. For that you must be ready. I have come to 
warn. The enemies of your country and of your house are 
near. Tou^ have just time to hide before they be on you. 
Hear them now on their way to the Dog Pool, where Martin 
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is bound a prisoner. They will bring him round here, that 
they may gloat their vengeance in seeing him lament over liis 
burning home. Bat, Elspe^ the day of vengeance is at hand ; 
I saw my enemy in my sleep, writhing in agony ; I could 
have brought him down with my gun this morning ; but no, 
I shall wait a while yet, that the sweet morsel may become 
sweeter. I am enjoying it in the prospect so much that I 
am sorry that the time is so near when I shall swallow it. 
Like the* wildcat that I saw yesterday, playing with the 
rattlesnake, I will sport around him, mortify him, goad him. 
to death, and then smite him." Here the infuriated mau 
turned to the place where the gathering was, around the flat 
rock ; shook his closed hand, gave a wSd shriek, and left the 

Elace, for Elsie to reflect alone upon what she had seen and 
card from him. 

Whatever opinion Elsie had of the rapture of vengeance 
which this mysterious being indulged in at the dose of this 
interview, she understood the warning in a literal sense, and 
made haste to take advantage of the time allotted to her. 
Angelica was immediately informed of the necessity of the 
case. The most valuable part of the property had already 
been hidden away ; china ornaments, and a full tea-set that 
Skipper Van Vrankin brought home from the Indies as her 
mother's marriage present* A silver teapot was rolled uf) in 
a flannel undershirt of Martin's, that he might have something 
clean and warm to put on if he lived. A satin gown that had 
been but twice worn, and was carefully aired, spring and 
fall, and kept for Elsie, when she married, was put into an 
earthen pot, and sunk into the deep soil of the garden. A 
huge pile of bedding that had long stood in a comer, from 
the floor to the ceiling, with other articles of warm clothing, 
which hung on hooks and nails along the walls and on the 
joists, so that scarcely a vacant spot could be seen; and 
these were the special idols of Angelica's fancy. She kept 
looking into that room, saying, " awee ! awee I" wringing 
her hands at the' loss of thirty years' la6or. No wonder 
though the careful housewife should have for a mgment given 
way to sorrow, when she thought on all her plans being thus 
blasted in a morning. Elsie reminded her mother of the 
Dominie's text the last time they had been at the kerke of 
Kaatskill, " wentelt uiven wegh op den Heere en Ver trourot 
op him : hy zal 't maken." 

**Tell it to me in English," said Margaret; **f need it as 
much as your mother." 
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'^I am telling her,'' said Elsie, ^* to commit her way onto 
the Lord, and he shall bring it to pass." 

All was business and haste below-stairs, while every now 
and then Elsie went up to the hi^est part of the house, tak- 
ing a survey of things around. The place from which she 
anticipated the danger was above them. Down the Clove 
road she was led to expect the band of ruffians, who were to 
come with her father a prisoner, and her main object now was 
to be ready to receive them into an empty house, and her 
inother mth herself and Miss Clinton to oe out of sight. 
Dismissing all the negroes, not excepting old Noll, by telEng 
them that the Indians were comhig, she took her mother by 
the hand, and led her half forcibly up the hill at the back of the 
liouse, where the secret retreat had been prepared for more 
than two years ; she opened the door, that was but a fissure in 
the rocks, against which a stone lay, as if it had dropped 
down by chance ; she pointed to it silently, that her mother 
and Margaret might go in first, which they effected by 
crawling on their hands and knees. Then following them, 
she let lull before the entrance a heavy block of stone, that 
had been prepared and balanced for this purpose so effectu- 
ally, that it was both a natural and an artificial defence, 
lioop-holes were prepared both for peeing and shooting 
through ; and from the position of the fortress the ffarrison 
could overlook whatever was going on around the dwelling 
below — on the back road which ran past it — ^between them 
and the back door, which at this time was left wide open, 
so as not to provoke assault. 

' The inside ^of the hiding-place was a natural cave, formed 
by the percolating of the waters and the action of the frost 
together; the latter loosening the rocks, and the former 
carrying off the debris ; so that, in the course of time, there 
-was, as IS common in these lower shelves, a wide subterranean 
passage-way, which was kept a secret from all except the 
family. Like all such caves, there were roomy landing- 
places, where a troop of men might lodge ; as the Do- 
minie said once, after pressing himself through the narrow 
entrance : " The gate is strait, but David and his men 
might hide themselves from Saul and his forces ; and let me 
tell you, Martin, it may become to thee and Anshela, like the 
cave of Engeddi.*' 

Safely landed, and at comparative ease, the three hunted 
women plained themselves so that they might see the oatsid<!^ 
of the prison through the stone grating. Nor was £ldi» 
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without the means of dafbnoe in case of reqniring to defend 
herself and friends. There lay beside her the long dack-gim, 
well loaded with heavy slugs, and a pair of large horse-pis- 
tols, which her father had used in the cavalry when a youii«^ 
man, in the old French war. Provisions enough to victual 
a garrison for a month, and bedding sufficient tor two gene- 
rations. 

The attack did not come that day, notwithstanding they 
Were so warned. However, it was loudly given, doubtless in 
full knowledge of the enemies abroad. S'rom their secret 
refuge they saw the two Indians prowling around all that 
day, and they had good reason to know that a watch was 
set upon them through the night, yet they all three slept 
and were rested, when the light streaked the crevices of 
their rocky prison. 

Soon were heard noises that increased every moment, till 
ten mep disguised in mock Indian garb appeared. Flannel 
shirts to their middle, notched round; short breeches, 
joined to leggins of buff deer-skin. Round the waist they 
wore a belt of raw-hide, in which were stuck such side-arms 
as they carried. In the centre of this vanguard walked our 
fiiend Martin Schujrler, looking as calm and as dignified as ever 
he did when sitting in the Cpnsistory of Kaatskill church. His 
hands were cruelly and unnecessarily tied behind his back, and 
his large soft hat,* which had been first contemptuously 
knocked down on his head, was, on his coming near to his 
door, draWn as far back to his neck, that he mi^ht the better 
witness his own disgrace and the destruction of his property. 
They halted opposite the gate, and wheeling into the yard, 
the captain ordered a full stop, drawing his sword, which he 
laid flat over the back of his prisoner. 

** Now, you old Whig sinner," said the ruffian, " you see 
that Konig George has got long enough arms to reach you 
at last, l^e Dominie has made you believe dat you leeven in 
de kloven der steen rotzen ende verborgen ; but the nest 
is not too high for Brandt's claws." 

The man who said all this was one of the leaders, and one 
of a better class. ^ His speech showed that he felt malice as 
much as loyalty, and that he only wanted the power to exe- 
cute a wicked will. 

"Tell us," cried out one coarser grained still, "where 
the old vrowe has hidden away her mmedoleors. We must 
hear them clink, or by George and Saint-ne Clans, we will 
hang her up for smoked meat." 
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" She is smoked already, Nick, and that long aw ; ha ! ha ! 
ha !" said a great ngly, toothless fellow, with a foot like an 
dephant, who came stamping round. Martin, giving his nose 
a pull that brought tears into his eyes, not from th^ pain 
80 much as the mortification of being the jest of such hea- 
then. To the sudden sui'prise of all parties, the last insulter 
received a back-handed stroke that made him reel around, 
just as he was about seizing the two ears of the patient 
JBoerman. This arrested the attention of the whole compan jr, 
who had by this time come up, and were taken aback m 
some degree at seeing quarrelling in their own ranks. 

" Treason ! treason I'' shouted several voices at once. 
**What is that for, Teunis Roe, that you strike your 
friend ?» 

" I am a man,'^ was the reply, " as I have always been, and 
will not stand by and see a prisoner insulted by meaner men 
whom he would not have set with the dogs of Ms flocks^ in the 
days of his prosperity." 

"Blessings on the Indian," said Angelica, who had wit- 
nessed this acting from her retreat, and almost cried out in 
horror at the manner in which her venerable partner was 
struck. 

As for Elsie, another of the same acts would have brought 
upon him the contents of the long gun, that lay with the 
mozzle in rest ; and the shot would have been sure. But the 
gratification\was even greater when she saw under the dis- 
guise one that was willing to expose himself to death on 
behalf of her father ; and the duck gun fell from her hand, as 
if she had become helpless in an instant. Her eyes followed 
that youthful, active form wherever it went ; for it seemed 
to her it was in every place where most needed, though all 
his efforts could not save the impending doom that hung over 
Hoogenhuisen. While he was watching over Martin, keeping 
his head from further insult, the spark had been put to the 
bam, and already the smoke was rising from the roof, shoot- 
ing up like the breath of fiery serpents, fed by the fuel 
beneath, that was reducing the whole of the precious produce 
that had been gathered in with such industry and care by the 
man who had to stand and look on the diestruction of his labors. 

The disguised defender turned away from the place he 
could not save, planting himself in the door of the house, as 
if he said, " He that enters here goes over my body. All 
this destruction is useless and revengeful, and is not desired 
by the king, nor yet by the conunander of the forces, and 

8 
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mast bring disgrace an those who are engaged in this dajr's 
riot. Stand bade; I say, as you value life and limb.'' 

This resistance excited the suspicion of the villain Easka- 
taam, who had come on in the hope that he might fall in with 
his victims ; and seeing the position that Teunis took, he sus- 
pected that Elsie and. her companion were hidden in some 
part of the dwelling; so, stepping up, he confronted the 
^guardian of the threshold, saying, ** The double-faced seeks 
to hide the young she-cub.'* 

" I do not know whom you call the young cub," was the 
tart answer of the guardsman ; " but if it be Martin Schuyler's 
daughter, I have some interest in her web^re, and in the 
welfare of all who go along with her; and we will go 
together, unless the cmef can hinder me." 

With that, the man in disguise led the way through the 
house that was so well known to him. 

This was taking the red man where he did not want to go ; 
but since he saw that Teunis was bent upon a search, and fear- 
ing that he might lose his prey, he followed, from room to 
room, until he came to one that was fastened within. The In- 
dian was evidently sure of his object, and gave a sign which 
brought Shandaagan to his side, when he began to show 
marks of restiveness, and blood was in his eye. Teunis stood 
at the door with pistol in hand, for he feared himself that the 
young women might bie inside of the room ; with his back to 
the door, he gave a shout, calling for the "Mohawk chief to 
come up and receive two prisoners." 

The cunning Kiskataam turned pale with mortification at 
the defeat of his plan, for this was one of the main points of 
his dread, being found out by Brandt as one engaged in 
kidnapping from the camp of their friends. So, turning on 
his heel, he left the house quicker than he had entered it. 
Teunis, well pleased with his victory, and with his fortunate 
discovery of the vulnerable part of the redskin, succeeded in 
getting a peep within the room, and was satisfied in finding , 
it empty. Coming down, he foi^nd out that a fire had been 
kindled on the roof, and that it was all in vain to expectr to 
save the house where so many men, worse than barbarians, 
were bent upon its destruction. He found Kiskataam waiting 
for him, who came up and said, in his low, guttural tones : 

"The deer belongs to him that has first trapped it." 

"Well," said Teunis, "it is mine, for I have been here 
first." 

Becoming a^am provoked at the defeat, he said bitterly: 
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*' Young Boerman'B tongue outs like the ^orth wind ;" and^ 
leaping forwapd, he seemed determined to examine some 
part of the house himself, while, quick as thought, Teunis 
shut the heavy half-door, so that the Indian fell against it, 
rendering him ridiculous in the eyes of the others, who by 
this time had become interested in the contest between the 
white and the red man. All this time, Martin cast glances 
of gratitude upon his young friend, whom he now discovered . 
to be Tennis, and was at no loss to guess his motive. Thanks 
from the old Whig were grateful in the highest degree to the 
Tory's son ; but it would have added a thousand-fold to lils 
heartfelt joy had he known that his whole conduct was marked 
by eyes that swam in tears of love and pleasure, almost invit- 
ing him to come and receive his reward while it was in the 
fiiUest bloom. 

The work of devastation proceeded. The flames rushed 
upward and onward ; inviting materials, they were throwing 
on to feed them; and the winds, like evil spirits, flew through 
tha notches of the hills, as > if to concentrate their forces 
where they could do the greatest injury, alongside of the in- 
carnate fiends who aided them, howlmg and yelling *as if they 
gave voice to the invisible troops of hell. The animals which 
were not beaten down escaped, running, lowing, to the woods, 
while the old team of horses, ^hich Martin actually loved 
next to his wife and daughter, screamed and shrieked as the 
fire came round their stalls, adding fearfully to the din. 
What made much amusement, and not a little trouble even 
to the destroyers themselves, was an army of well fattened 
rats, who came through the yard around the feet of the men, 
who stamped and slashed on all sides, killing many and 
hurting more. The Indians especiallv were alarmed, and 
ran out of their way when thev could, in a manner that 
caused great ftm to their allies, the mock red men. One of 
these huge savages, to show contempt for both rats and Indian 
courage paid for his temerity, when, seizing two of these 
grey-bearded captains, they caught his fingers in their teeth 
and made him " roar like Garret Abiel's black bull. Smut." 

This little episode, which was causing such sport below, 
had like to have seriously affected the females confined 
above, through these frightened creatures seeking a refuge 
among the rocks. Led on by two ancient patriarchs, Xhev 
were making their way to the crevices in the lace of the hill, 
and had they found the first hole, no power could have hin- 
dered ; bat Rover, who from one of tne loopholes saw the 
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state of things, had his nature roused, so that seeking a pas- 
sage in the opposite side he came round to the front just in 
time to seize the leaders by the neck, choking them, as the 
main army dispersed in other directions. After doing this, 
the faithful creature went up and hcked the hands of his 
master, who had still a kind word for his friend. 

The word " forward " was given, and when Teunis was 
^ngratulating himself that Elsie and the rest were escaped, 
^e saw a close council held between the two Indians and 
Clifford, who now made his appearance on the stage for the 
first time. He was ashamed to be seen, yet he could not 
trust his instruments of cruelty even with the great promise 
of hire ; and he durst not tell the Mohawk chief the real &,cts 
of the case ; so that with a guilty pui-pose in his mind, a mor- 
tified pride to contend against, and the fear of exposure, he 
now became the most miserable and restless of all the crea- 
tures around him. Teunis saw with some uneasiness, that 
while Clifford and Baskataam marched in the rear, the other 
Indian, Shandaagan, was left behind. No doubt as a spy upon 
the burning homestead, in expectation that the members of 
Martin's fiinily would return, and discover their retreat. 
The young man had great confidence in the sagacity of Elsie, 
but how could she baffle the cunning of three such knaves ? 



CHAPTER XV. 



THE SPECTBAL LOOKING-GLASS. 

That the dead are seen no more," said Imlac, *' I will not nndertake to maint^n 
the concurrent and unvaried testimony of all ages. That it is doubted by sin- 



gle oayillers can very little weaken the general evidence ; and some who deny it with 
weir tongues, confess it with their fears/*— Jobmsom^s RA.s8Bi.Aa. 

Martin Schuylbe was inarched to the same camp where 
his friend Abiel had been carried the previous night. Two 
of the Consistory, the fiiends met each other with calm 
faces, and*a single sigh. They were pious men, and tnie 
patriots ; so they bore up, a^ became their character, and all 
the inore bravely in the presence of their sivom enemies, 
who looked at them vTith that grim smile whicii tries to hide 
the real feeling at the root of the soul, yvhen success renders 
tl^ position taken insecure, upon which viotcffy has plaqed 
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ttem. What was to be done with these men ; and how were 
they themselves to come out from behind the folse faces 
which they were wearing ? " What if these two good men 
ever returned ; and was not the prospect after all, that the 
Whigs would triumph in the end ?" 

In the meantime it was evident, from the preparations 
riiaking, that it was the intention of the leaders to remain 
some time in this encampment ; probably because all the cap- ^ 
tives expected, had not been brought in; or that some 
word from the general had not arrived. It was noon by 
this time and the Indians were busy with their meal, which 
chiefly consisted of venison brought with them, and parched 
com gathered from the fields, through which they had 
passed, where it stood in stacks, ready for drawing in when 
the men had leisure. Apples they had in abundance, wild 
plums and other natural fruit. These they shared freely 
with their white companions, bond and free. Liquor there 
was none, except the pure water brought in gourds and 
skins from the little lakes close by. 

It was one of these dull drizzling days so common in those 
high regions, when the fog becomes so thick that it might 
be cut. Nothing. could be seen outside of the rock, and to 
such as knew the depth of the gulf beneath, it was a fright- 
ful eonaiderafeion, that the thick darkness hid thousands of 
living souls, happy beneath such a heavy cloud. Moral reflec- 
tions, however, were not the kind that were now passing 
through the minds of the men surrounding the different 
fires, kindled for cooking and for warmth. They who were 
around the crackling branches were more like a hunting 
party than persons engaged *in the serious business of war. 
Smoking, eating, singing, jesting fuul telling stories were all 
going on together ; and a full rejiort of their conversation, 
with a picture of the different groups, would furnish amuse- 
ment and instruction for a week." Ever and anon, as another 
prisoner was brought in, it produced a buzz of excitement, 
which rose into madness on the part of the one side, or sank the 
other into bitterness and cursing. But, on the whole, there 
waa, at the end of an hour, quietness and resignation. Brandt 
kept the wild Tories in restraint ; and the calm example of 
the two old men prevented any outbreak of anger from the 
Whigs. Martin Schuyler felt that he was one of the <5lass 
who might expect the hardest treatment. Placed as he had 
been on the outskirts of a wide camp, his position required 
-the utmost vigilance ; and in absence of othei*s, he had fi'e 
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Sientlj to take arbitrary measures, which brought on him 
e whole responsibility. That he now must bear ; nor were 
his judges the most impartial of his fellow-men. He saw 
around him in disguise many who had suifered in their fami- 
lies, and otherwise, through the oourse he had himself pur- 
sued ; but the current of events had thrown the chances now 
into their hands. He must submit. Mercy he did not ex- 
pect. The way in which his property had been destroytHi 
that morning before his eyes was only the glariiici: \i<xh% 
which showed him the way to his own personal ruin, lie 
thought but little of hunself ; and gladly would he have 
Buffered all tiiey could have inflicted upon him, were lie «uro 
jttow that Anshela and his daughter were in a safe place. 
But how could that be, when so many were hunting ailer 
them ; and those hunters so wily, and practised in the craft ? 
" I have seen,*' he said to himself, " the deer hide away in 
the thicket for a short time, while the dogs were in pursuit ; 
but the moment the man arrived, he saw at a glance what 
all the instinct of tiie combmed pack could not discover." 

As for Tennis, he wandered, hke a spirit ill at ease, from 
fire to fire, listening eagerly to all that was said, so that he 
might use the information he received as a guide for future 
movements. His intention was to get a quiet intei-view with 
Martin, so that he might unfold his plan to him, and obtair 
his counsel ; but there were eyes constantly following him 
Clifford and Eiskataam were seated at different points keeping 
watdi ; still Tennis was a privileged person, and they durst 
not interfere with his liberty without revealing their own 
secrets. By and by the young man became bolder, and 
felt more independence, and &ding himself, after some 
manoeuvering, by the side of his old friend, his first desire 
was to possess the confidence of Martin. 
. " I hope,'' said Tenuis, " that you do not think me capable 
of doing you any injury, or that I had any hand in wh&t 
happened at Hoogenhuisen this morning." 

" They say that a man is known by the company he keeps, 
Teunie, my lad. But you have your own reasons for being 
there and here." 

This was said in a softer tone than the young man ex- 
pected, and gave him courage to proceed. 

" That is true, my friend, and the time will come when 
you will justify my conduct. Be quite sure that nothing in 
the world can brinff me to hurt a hair of your head, or " 

His heart fiuled him to say the rest. 
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" Or that of Elsie, you were going to say. I believe you. 
She is worthy of all the blood you can shed on her behalf, 
Teunis; and there is old Anshela, her mother, who never 
shut the door upon a dog, and always left it open for you.'* 

The old man's eyes swam with tears at this, and he turned 
round, as if he wished to see how High Peak was appearing 
at that moment. 

"I swear to protect them," said the young man, in a 
whisper. 

^* We are noticed," said the senior, and pointed with his 
finger to an opening in the clouds, saying, loud enough to be 
heard, " The wind is changing — ^there is a change of fortune, 
too, coming in good time." 

But for the cool and more dbnstrained manner of the old 
man, Teunis, in the inward delirium of his real joy, W9uld 
lUive given vent to some expression which might have caused 
him trouble. There was nothing he would not have dared 
to do at that moment in defence of Martin and of his &mi1y. 
His coui*se was fixed, and the only consideration with him now 
was, " How shall I best reach the end I am seeking — ^show 
my true colors, and deliver Martin's femily ?" Honor and 
love had overwhelmed the ideas of life and fortune, and he 
could have faced a whole tribe of mock or real Indians to 
battle,, were Elsie the object contended for. 

" We are watched," said Martin. " Le*t us part for the 
present, and come to me when a chance presents itself." 

At this point'in their conference, a hiovement was observed 
among the different groups, as if some object of interest had 
arisen. Agreeably to Martin's prediction, the wind rose 
from the north, lifting up the -black cloud that had hung like 
a heavy sheet behind them, and was rolling it up as a scroll 
is wound around, so that the sun was visibly coming out in 
a dear sky west of the mountain. On the flat rock were all 
the persons already known to us, evidently arrested by some 
object of great interest. Brandt, Clifford, and the Elder 
Abiel, stood together on the verge of the cliff. Maitin and 
Teunis came up close to them, so that they formed part of 
the same half circle. When their attention became properly 
fixed, Teunis saw, for the first time, what he had frequently 
heard the old hunters tell of, the geest walk waren—thoi 
n)irit of the mist- — seen only at rare times in these regions, 
oo &r as he could judge, there were huge masses of vapor 
passing in different strata, some of which were denser than 
others. That which was nearest to them at that moment 
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was thin and transparent, reflecting all the objects which 
stood between it, and the light thrown upon it by the clearer 
sky behind. In reality, it was a moving mirror, that slowly 
passed as a panorama is unreeled before a company of 
spectators. There was this difference between nature and 
art : the faces and forms of. the persons looking on were the 
figures in the picture before them, taken instantly and held 
up to them* Every one saw himself distinctly, and his near- 
est neighbor only .less vividly drawn. The whole was more 
like an artist's dream than a reality. It seemed as if they 
could have walked out and touched the picture, till a mo- 
ment's reflection made them sensible that the whole was but 
a shadow. Tennis gazed first on his own outline, then on 
the tall, straight form of the Indian, who stood immorable. 
Behind the ^oup of which he was one himself, he saw those 
who had lam down on the laurel bed, and beside them, 
several starting up in evident alarm; others were rushing 
forward, with curious and hasty looks of wonder at the 
strange sight ; and round the place, where hemlock branches 
had been woven into tents, some of the Indians could be 
seen stooping like Arabs when an alarm has been given, 
caused by the mirage when it has lifted the forms of an enemy 
above the level of their plains. Be. assured there was not an 
uninterested spectator on the rock, for so rare was the 
sight, that scarcely one of the whole had seen the wonder 
before, and those who had heard of it were more inclined 
to regard it as the vision of a frightened imagination than a 
fact. 

Even the educated Englishman, Clifford, though affecting 
through philosophy a superiority, could not help showing an 
intense eagerness to see all to the close. He had read of the 
like phenomena among the Alpine heights, and had a way of 
explaining these to his own mind ; but all his soul, for the 
present, was absorbed in the one sense — sight. Indeed, all 
were more eager to see than to speak, except one man, a 
Scotch highlander among the loyalists, who, knowing of these 
sights in his own country, was anxious to tell of the famous 
jspaeman of Ben Cruachan, who was the seventh son of a 
seventh daughter in Lochabar, who saw in the mists of the 
hills the warning to Lochiel. PonaJd was almost out of the 
body as the cloud went on, carrying his own shadow with it. 
He swore a highland oath that he would give the best bit of 
tombiacht in his spleuchan, for one word of Luath McGregor, 
just to tell what was going to take place. 
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" How the man wi the second sight would stan» np there 
afore hersel' the big chief Brandt, and show him whare he 
should be kilt. Grat satishfaction it would be to himsel'." 

The Mohawk was deeply absorbed. The sight was new 
even to him ; born and liymg mainly on the flats to the north. 
He looked on with a solemnity which amounted to dread, as^ 
if he had really reached the spirit land, of which the tradi- 
tions of his fathers spoke. His whole tribe present rose to 
their full length, expecting to behold the figures come out 
into actual substance. Not accustomed to see themselves 
reflected from artificial mirrors, they were ignorant of thOT 
own forms. Gradually, as they began to comprehend the 
true nature of the appearance, their fear gave way to a 
silent admiration. 

The fitculties of the whole assemblage were awakened 
to the intensest eagerness; their apprehensions of things 
rapid,* and their decisions imhesitatin^. Every one had come 
to some conclusion, and had felt sentmients in harmony with 
his opinions. One thing was evident — ^all were under an 
undefined feeling of superstition, as if that before them was a 
writing on the wall, like what the profane king saw, ominous 
of his own doom. The sheet cloud went slowly by, figure 
after figure melted into thin air ; and it was affecting to hear 
each one tell, after, of how he felt an internal shiver, as he 
saw his 6wn body dissolving, before his eyes, into nothing. 
There was not one present who would not willingly have 
avoided the conclusion, but his fkte was irrevocable. Into 
the dark gulf he must plunge and be lost — ^forever. 

In a short time the whole east was covered with the same 
black cloud as b^ore, while the white, thin vapor, which had 
served as the reflector, was wheeled round to the south, and 
settled against the sides of the hill, which rises bluffly a few 
hnndredfeet higher than Flat Rock. There a^n, it became a 
new speculum, and of a far different nature Irom what it was 
when m its former place. Instead of each individual specta- 
tor seeing himself, he saw his nearest neighbor, to the right 
of him. The fact had an influence upon the events of that 
day in a striking manner. Fear and superstition had given 
place to curiosity ; and, as a natural consequence in men of 
their order, chiefly gathered together through a spirit of ad- 
venture, frolic and ran began to show in uieir laces. One 
trifler, who had been the most cowardly of the crew, gave a 
caper in the air, which threw others into the same absurd 
attitudes, tiU a hundred more were seen dancing round, and 

8* 
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haBoobg like madmeiu^ Solemnly and olently the figures in 
the dond moeked the fools outsiae^ 

Those men, however, with whom Tennis had stood all 
through, were not indined to act in that pantomime. They 
were eitiier engaged studying the reasons of those things 
before them, or quietly observing the movements, and wait- 
ing for the lesson which nature was teaching. Clifford was 
inclined to rally the two old Dutchmen upon their sober 
visages ; and was asking of them how his own face appeared 
' under that veil, when, as if struck by an invisible hand on the 
hearty his countenance assumed an appearance of such strange 
fear, that it was plain, even in the mist, that some awful 
change had come over him ; and as he grasped the arm of 
the Sder Abiel, it seemed more like that of a drowning man 
than the erip of a brave soldier. Tennis, who saw that Ms 
&oe had become purple, and his eyes fixed in their sockets, 
came up hurriedty to his side to support him from falling, as 
he was evidently staggered ; when, being on the same line of 
vision with OlifiTord, he chanced to look forward, and obtained 
a glance of a figure he was* sure he had seen before, and 
which was evidently that on which the eye of Clifford was 
fixed. It came from a higher point than that on which they 
stood, and as if from a tree near by, where a face gazed 
through upcm them. The figure was as if a man stood up, 
clothed in shaggy vapor, with a beard of enormous length ; 
and though the expression of the countenance could not be dp- 
fined, the gestures were of a threatening aspect. Teunis, more 
self possessed, looked and saw the figure of the hermit whom 
he had seen lately, gliding away to the side of the diff, below 
which he disappeared by some way known |o himself. The 
Englishman, recoveringfirom his surprise, shook off the friendly 
hand of Tennis, asking roughly, why he held him so firmly. 

" Kindness,'' was the reply, " makes no choice of its sub- 
jects when they are falling through fear." 

" Who is afiraid, young man ?" and the hand of Clifford 
instinctively was at his side. " You need support yourself, 
and you dream that all miist be like you." 

" I have no cause," said Teunis, " of being afraid of him. 
He never had any harm from me in his life. I have heard 
that those who injured him h^ve reason to tremble." 

By this time the countenance of Clifford was literally livid 

* The Fata Morgana, seen so remarkably on the Straits of Messina, has 
been obserred on the Catskills to perfection. The vision, as described 
•In the text, was seen from the balcony of the Mountain House in 1845. 



THE BPECTBAL LOOKING-GI^S8. 179 

with anger or terror, or a mingling of these passions; and he 
would doubtless have done something dreadful at that mo- 
ment, had not his companions interfered, apologizing for the 
young man's ignorance of manners. The MohaM^k put 
his arm through that of the Englishman, while Martin said, 
in a whisper : " Hot blood. Let us away till it cool." 

None seemed to know the cause of this strange movement ; 
and in the rapid current of things of' a mai-vellous nature, 
none inquired minutely into them. Teunis felt some desire 
to know, and passing over the cliff at the same place he had 
seen the hennit go, he pursued after him, in hope of getting - 
an explanation. 

In the meantime, nothing was talked of but the remaik- 
able vision. The company were calmed down to soberness, 
for a short time at least. Clifford, who had really, from 
some cause known to himself, been the most startled, now 
affected the utmost lightness of spirit, and seemed anxious to 
turn the convei'sation away from himself. He avoided all 
his companions for a time as carefully as he had been ready 
to meet them before ; ashamed of a passion he had indulged 
in without cause, he became talkative, and even sprightly, 
wit^ all around, jesting the Indian upon his solemn looks, and 
the old Elder about his religion. That worthy man, more 
direct and simple than men of the world, traced all he saw to 
the Great Cause least understood. One of the younger men 
•was explaining the wonder by his grandmother's looking- 
glass, that she brought with her from Holland. 

" Maybe," said Paulus Wynkoop. " But how can twae 
put together make dem shine ?" 

" You saw yon black cloud," said Jack Adams, who had 
taught school in the town, and knew some things ; ^^ it was 
not all dark. Behind, it was light ; that was the quicksilver. 
The other cloud was the glass, and our fiices were reflected 
from that surface." 

" Well, what do you say, Jack, to the other, where we 
could not see ourselves, but our neighbors ?" 

" That," said Adams, " beats me ; for I declare I saw one 
face that I have not seen here this day ; and I never saw 
such a sh^pe before, so that I am guessing there was more 
in that cloud than the Dominie coSd tell about. I wonder 
what he would have said to all these things 1" 

'* Oh," said Martin, who was near, " he would have told us 
about the openbaring * and the shifting scenery Johannes 

* Apooalypse. 
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saw, when looking-glasses, brighter and greater than all these, 
revolved round the heavens." 

"And he would have told ns," said the Elder Abiel, 
** about the angel that sat upon the cloud with the sickle in 
his hand ; and the other angel that cried, ' zend uwe sikkel en 
— for the time is come.* That was a warning of things 
expected." 

*' Surely," said Clifford, " old man, you do not call those 
things miracles, since they can be all excellently well ex- 
plained, without calling in the help of the Creator ?" 

"Surely," said the Elder, "you would not .take the 
Almighty's works out of his own hand ; and may he not be 
showing us what is going to happen ?" • 

" Oh, I suppose our red friend, the great Mohawk, saw the 
sires of his people in that cloud too, at their council fires. 
Was my brother studying the work of the Great Spirit ? 
"Vyere you not afraid lest you should see the ghost of your 
father, chief?" 

The chief was displeased, and merely grunted out, " Pale 
face grow paler at the ghost of his father." 

Qlifford understood this to be a direct thrust at a tender 
place he was doing his utmost to guard. He attempted to 
laugh it off, by saying, " If our fathers be reduced to such 
substances, it would be folly to entertain fear of them here, 
or hereafter." 

** And you should honor your father's name, my good sir,* 
if you would be honored yourself; you obeyed him in the 
flesh." 

" And you would add, * Why not in the spirit ?' " 

" Yes ; why not in the spirit *?" were the Elder^s words. 
"I am more afraid of spirit than I am of flesh, though I 
scorn to tremble, as I have seen some at their own shadow." 

This last was said unwittingly, but it convinced Clifford 
that it was dangerous for him to continue the subject ; and 
seeing Kiskataam standihg aside by himself, he went on, 
walking slowly toward him, as if at ease ift mind, while he was 
really eager to know from him what had become of Tennis, 
who was now missed from the rock ; for agreeably to a plaa 
laid down, that young man was to be tracked in every place. 

That prudent youth had proceeded on the trail of the 

mysterious being, man, or shadow, whose spectre had pro^ 

duced the effect of terror on the hardened Clifford, and was 

soon out of sight. 

. The main body, waitmg upon the will of their leaders. 
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were disposed, after the excitement of the appearance in the 
cloud, to find employment according to tneir fancy, and 
w^e watching the rolling -up of the misty curtain that hung 
over the land below. The qutline of the hills beyond, be- 
came every moment more visible, till at length the view, 
long and sweeping, attracted every eye, as if in expectation 
of some object new and interesting, when a cry, *' The ship I 
the ship I" rose with a shout. 

It was the Vulture in search of more prey, and like a crea- 
ture possessed of instinct, she was sailing up the river. She 
was hailed by the spectators as if sent for their special amuse- 
ment. There was pne great drawback to their sympathy : 
the ship was too far off to allow the movements of the 
sailors to be seen, or the voices of the spectators to be heard. 
There was real pantomime in the ship. She represented the 
crew. The movements she made was the speech, that was 
interpreted freely. Nor was there any difficulty in under- 
stan^g her language, when first a flash came out from her 
side, then blue smoke, that, curled upward, foUoAved by a re- 
port that echoed among the hills. 

"King George is speaking," cried out an excited Tory, 
" and the Baron Jiivingstone must answer. Ha ! ha ! Brave 
Whig, you are put to your trumps at last." 

" I wonder," said Hank Van Schaik, " if he has not some 
x>f Captain Kidd's doubloons in his coffer yet. The Vulture 
would take a mess and be gone." 

'^ Shame upon you. Van, for thinking the king's officers 
would be bribed by that old pirate's gold." 

" Ho, ho ! is that all you know of these things ? Why, 
that old pirate, as you call him, had a good deal of the witch 
about him, and might throw dust in the eyes of a captain of 
the royal navy. He never hid money but he killed a big 
nigger beside it ; and as they say he hid a good sum in the 
baron's house, who knows but an army of blacks may come 
out to meet the marines, should they venture to go on shore ?" 

" Venture ! I guess they'll venture ; and the king's folk 
will search that old house for his own. ^ I suppose you know 
that Queen Bess had an interest in Captain Kidd's venture ; 
but old Livingstone took her part an4 his own. ' The king 
will have his own again.' That's the old song. See, there, 
they have cast andior, and a boat is lowering, as I am a 
living man. Now we shall see fun. I wish to goodness I 
had wings ; if I would not put my foot on that roof before 
five minutes were gone." 
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Clifford, who carried a small spyglass, lifted it to his eye, 
and surveyed the vessel's outline and movements. He then 
offered it to the Mohawk chief,* whose vision was of that 
nature which sees far off^ so that he did not require aid ; but 
. handing it to the Elder, he looked, and saw that something 
fearful was about to take place. All waited anxiously ; nor 
had they long to wait. A little cloud was obser^^ed to rise 
above the ancient mansion, that grew in size every moment, 
till there rose a shout of fiendisli joy fiom the enemies of the 
Whigs, that made the welkin ring above them. Tears and 
curses, not loud but deep^ came from the other side at the 
destruction which was now going on. 

The blaze soon ascended through the black smoke, till 
there was nothing seen but one vast sheet of red flame, that 
shot up into the sky like a great tongue, invoking the 
vengeance of heaven upon the perpetrators of this deed. 
The spectators had been so lately the actors and the suffer- 
ers in a similar transaction, it seemed but the continuance 
of the day's work ; more especially, when it was recollected 
that the Schuylers and the Livingstones Avere not only fellow 
Whiffs,'»but related in the same family ties to each other. 
The king's ship on water was only carrying out the acts of 
the king's servants on land. Accordingly, the Tories danced 
and screamed, at the sight, holding out their hands like 
children when they seek to be warmed at the fire they have 
kindled themselves. 

The sad prisoners were reminded anew of their soitows, 
and of the losses which their friends were imdergoing, and 
were fain to be silent under the jibes and the reproaches 
continually thrown out, while the fire blazed before their eyes. 

" Let us be patient, Martin," said the good Elder ; " all 
this will be explained by and by. You remember that the 
silver must be put through the fire before it can be known as 
the good and pur«." 

" If I only was sure that Anshela and Elsie were in a 
good, sure place, my mind would be at ease," said the really 
tried man. 

" See," said the Elder Abiel, " there is Tennis Roe, and he 
seems as if he had some message for you, as he is now sign- 
ing to you, not to me." 

It was so, and fortunate it was for them both that they 
could hold a consultation unobserved. So eager were their 
guards upon the sight before them, that thejr'had nearly for* 
gotten the prisoners ; and Tennis was so sensible of this^ that 
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he hinted to Martin the possibility of escaping. But that 
coold not be after the word of honor he had pcMsed on that 
day to Brandt. 

The ea^er young man nreed this till Martin grew anffry, 
and told him that if he had no better comfort to give him 
than that, he mi^ht go ; all he asked was help for his family ; 
if he could in his conscience give it when an opportunity 
occurred. 

"I think it is possible," was the reply of the humbled 
youth, "if you confine in my honor, and tell me where is 
your Binenkamerin.'' 

Had Tennis struck the old man on th^ face, it would hare 
caused &r less surprise than asking him where his stent cham* 
hers were ; first that he shoulcT suspect their existence, and 
next that he, the son of his enemy, should inquire i^er tJiem. 
But checking himself, he merely replied : 

" You demand what even my best friend, the Elder there, 
would not venture to know about ; and you will have to give 
me very good reasons indeed, young man, before I answer 
your question now, though I be a prisoner of Brandt and of 
your king." 

Tennis hung his head, knowing that he had so far forfeited 
the confidence of Martin, by asking him to violate hiB word 
of honor ; but the case was too urgent to stop short at this 
pcdnt. He had, as we saw, followed the Hermit down the 
&ce of the cliff, unobserved by any one, during the time all 
were attracted to the vision on the doud ; and being swift 
of foot, he soon came up with the mysterious man, who 
seemed aware of being followed, and suddenly turning, he 
demanded why Tennis tracked his steps. 

** Pardon me," said the youth ; " but you told me to come 
and get some information of" 

•* Oh, yes. Yon come now when you cannot help it lake 
all the selfish race of mankind ; very complacent and yielding 
when difficulty appears." 

*^ I ask pardon agab," said Tennis ; " I am now ready to 
follow your directions. If vou know anvthing abont them, 
rdieve my suspense, and tell me what I snould do ; and your 
will is my law in this matter." 

*^ Others as well as yourseli^ young man, are interested in 
knowing these things. Remember that selfishness is the bane 
of life. A well becomes foul when only one draws from it." 

" And yet the spring at your cabin door is always dear," 
was the prompt reply of the yyung inquirer. 
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** That is more than can be skid of the spring in every heart, 
yomng man ; and if I may judge, yours is not entirely pure in 
the matter nearest to it. Did you see those shadows in the 
mist?" 

^ Yes, and your face more strikingly than the others. Tell 
me why that Englishman trembled before it ?" 

^^ Ask things you have a right to inquire after, but pry not 
into my secrets," was the fierce answer of the man. " Know 
this, that conscience is a great revealer of truth ; and that 
villain thinks, though he sSfects to believe in nothing, that he 
saw a real spectre. Ypu will see. But your, business is of 
another nature than mine." 

** I am anxious," said Teunis humbly, " to know where I 
may find Elsie Schuyler andlier present companion." 

" You do well young man in putting them together ; and 
the object of your affections first. I do not find fiiult and I 
will help you in this ; seek out the place which the Dutch 
people call their Binenkamerin." 

Having said this, he tunied and moved away at a rapid 
pace, cutting off all fiirther colloquy. Teunis was here 
brought to a complete stand, for well as he knew all the 
apartments of Hoogenhuisen, he was entirely ignorant of the 
secret places about it : nor would he venture to guess, nor 
even now to search after, lest he might reveal, what he knew 
should only be known to the tried friends of the family. As 
the surest and most effectual method, he resolved to find out 
the hiding-place from Martin himself; and we have seen the 
first reception he met with from that worthy. 

Tennis, however, had gone too far to be beaten back ; so 
he persevered in his inquiries, after relating an account of the 
interview he had just had down in the glen below. Martin 
listened throughout with deep interest, becoming deeper ev6ry 
moment ; when at the conclusion of the narrative he said : 

" It is true that that man has had a wonderful influence over 
Elsie's mind, for some time past. She has spent whole days 
in his cabin, and if any one knows of our hi^ing-plade, be- 
sides the Dominie, out of the fan^ly, it is likely he does. I 
will trust you, since the case is desperate." 

" I will swear," said Teunis rising from his seat with great 
fervor. 

"Swear not at all young man," said Martin. "I will 
trust you without an oath. You will stand at the back door 
of Hoogenhuisen — but awee I a wee ! there is no door there 
now," and the old man's eyes swam in tears, as he seized 
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the hand of Teunis. " You will stand where we met this 
morning and look straight southward, and you see a three- 
cornered stone, half standing against the face of the hill ; 
there seek, lift Ihe loose stones at your feet, and you will 
see the rest. Go off now, while all these men are jso eager 
upon their sporty and come h^ck when you have good news 
to tell ; I will know when I see you here that all is well." 

After a sufficient time to prevent suspicion. Tennis left, 
going by the way of the cliff, where the main body were still 
stan£ng looking down upon the ship and the burning house, 
just to show himself. He spoke to those he knew best, pass- 
ing by Clifford near enough, to let him look in his face, which 
seemed hoUower than when he ^aw it last. He tried to get 
a glimpse of Kiskataam, and his shadow Shandaagan, but 
not seeing them, he felt the necessity of beinff on the lookout 
for them all the way to Hoogenhuisen, to which he bent his 
steps hastily, reachii g it before dark. From the directions 
he had received, he found no difficrlty in entering the hiding- 
place. He made his way into the ack chamber ; where he 
found traces of recent habitation; ^ankets and quilts lay 
around, in places which had served as is ; and there stood 
three stones, which had been used as se. He had hopes 
now of finding the fugitives, so crawling '^ough a subter- 
ranean passage, calling now upon Anshela, then '^pon Elsie, 
in a loud whisper all the way, as he went, without obtaining 
an anwer, he concluded that they had made their escape to 
some other place of refuge ; and as he could not discover any 
signs of a struggle he had hopes of their entire safety. In a 
comer where some straggling ra}'S of light came through a 
chink in the rock, he discovered a Bible that he had given to 
Elsie on her birth-day ; opening it he found a mark pointing 
to a passage which he interpreted as a message to himself. 
It ran thus : "Return, return, O Shularaite, that we may look 
upon thee. What will you see in the Shulamite ? As it Avero 
a company of two armies." The tear filled the^ eyes of the 
reader, as he saw how anxiously he had been waited for, and 
how lately they had been there looking for him. As he sat 
musing, and chiding himself without reason, wondering in 
what way he could serve these distressed females, he became 
sensible that some living thing was moving around on the 
outside. Rising up quietly and cautiously, he made his way 
to the nearest opening, listening anxiously till all was quiet, 
when he sprang to his feet, standing on the rear of the 
place, and then took a rapid glance all round him in search of 
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some one. In a few minntcs, to his horror, who should appear 
bat his hated enemy Eiskataam. They faced each other with 
a meaning look, as if each said to the other : " I know your 
business here." Tennis, as the most excited, and the most 
honest, was the first to speak. 

" Why does the chieftain of the mountain hunt after a 
muskrat so keenly. Has Brandt sent spies after his allies ? 

" Brandt's allies," said the yed man sarcastically, " have 
not two faces ; one for the day and another for the night." 

^^ Then Eiskataam is not one of them, foe he has game of 
his own ?»» 

Tennis put this in the interrogative key, striking the ear of 
the wily chief so that it rung again, throwing him off his 
guard. He intended to insinuate treachery on the part of 
Teimis ; and the insinuation was given b^k with interest. 
Rallying himself he muttered : 

*' The true dog may hunt after the false fox." 

" Then Eiskataam is Brandt's dog. The chief of the moun- 
tains has fallen when he has come on the Mohawk's eiTand. 
The fox cah double a mean dog." 

This dialogue could not have been long continued without 
producing results of a serious nature; and as the young 
-Boerman wad well armed, and withal a powerful man, it 
would not have been safe in the Indian to have struck a 
blow then. Nor would it have served his purpose. A 
quarrel at that moment would have put the man out of the 
way who was evidently seeking after the same object with 
himself. A little patience and watchfulness, and Teunis 
would discover the retreat of the women. The mortified 
chief walked off crestfallen, having been caught in his own 
trap at eavesdropping. Not &,y oft^ Teunis perceived that he 
was joined by Shandaagan, and though going with their 
backs toward him, they were doubtless in mind determined to 
turn and dog his steps. His own resolution was to keejj 
watch on this spot during the night at least, in case, any ot 
the fugitives should return. In the morning he would be 
guided by the course of events. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

QUEEN OF THE MOUNTAIN. 

** Be thine own home, and In thyself dwell ; 
Palace anywhere ; 
And seeing ti^e snail which ererywhere doth roam, 
Carrying Us own hbose still, still is at home, 
Follow (for he 18 easy paced) this snail. 
Be thine own palace, or the world^s thy JaiL* 

DOMNR. 

Elsie and her fellow-prisoners had, in some measure, reco- 
vered from the shock caused by the late attack on Hoogenhui- 
sen. It would be folly to deny that the brave girl felt more than 

gratitude toward Teunis, for the defence he had made, and 
er mind was wandeiing in that direction, when in order to 
compose herself she sat down with the Bible before her eyes, 
while in heart she was desiring human as well as divine help. 
Read what part she pleased, some how or other the song of 
Solomon would turn up. And there she found and marked 
that verse which Teunis afterward found and read. On 
looking up from the page a moment, she perceived Miss Clin- 
ton ali drawn up, as if something was pressing upon her 
breast like a nightmare, which she was struggling to resist. 
"She ran immediately to the lady's side, and saw the cause, 
which had almost an equal influence upon herself. Shandaagan 
was prowling around among the smoking ruins, with his face 
turned toward the veiT spot where they were hidden. Her 
first thought was to lift the long gun that lay loaded at her 
side, and finish his career ; but prudence as much as huma- 
nity restrained her. She, however, took a look around the 
apartment, determined to resist his entrance should he come 
to discover it. Nearer and nearer he came, as if he was ex- 
amining every inch of ground, and the extraordinary instinct 
of the Indian appeared now to have the power of leading him 
in the very direction where they were sitting. He seemed 
more like a dog smelling the ground than a man scrutinizing 
it by reasoning faculties. He was within twenty yards of the 
place where she sat, and was still approaching. A thought 
struck her ; she began to hiss like a serpent, in a low, slow 
manner, till she saw the attention of the Indian arrested, 
when she changed her place, and continued hissing till it 
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became near a whistle. Rover, who was half sleepmg, rose 
suddenly at this, and was about to reply in his own style, 
when his mistress seized him by the paws, preventing what 
most have discovered the whole nest. But the hissing and 
thef imder growl were sufficient to awaken new thoughts in 
the mind of her pursuer, for after laying his ear to the 
eround, he rose, going quite over the spot where they were 
K)oking through at him ; so close indeed that the toes of his 
moccasins were fixed in the holes of their cell, as he climbed 
to the top. A new danger now appeared. He might dis- 
cover the door in the rear. Giving the dog in charge of her 
mother, and setting Miss Clinton to watch the road, putting 
a large pistol in her hand, which made Margaret look for the 
moment like a soldier's daughter, Elsie started for the back 
part of their citadel, to look out. Her courage was now ris- 
mg equal to the occasion. Taking her long gun with her, 
she crawled through between the rocks, all the time feeling 
quite certain that some one was walking above. She paused 
tnat she might listen, scarcely breathing, lest she herself 
should be heard, when, to still her grea1;er alanm. Rover, who 
had made his escape frona the easier grip of Anshela, was whin- 
ing low at her side, while the old wx)man, fully aware of the 
crisis, had followed after him to resume her hold. She had 
entered the narrow passage after her daughter, but being 
neither so supple nor-so slim, sbe stuck in that place like a 
Dutch scow m a canal lock, and could not go forward nor 
back. Never was poor girl in a more puzzling plight. 
Her mother and Rover, herself and Miss Clinton, alike the 
objects of her solicitude, while the foe was now within ear- 
shot ; she could, in her desperation, have gone out and faced 
a score of savages ; but, luckily for all, the mother gave her- 
self a good pull and got back into the main apartment, where 
Margaret met Elsie with the information that the Indian had 
returned Jto the front and was calling out for Rover. The two 
animals had, no doubt, recognized each other in their own 
way ; but the brave girl, taking some rope, put a muzzle 
on the dog, and fastened 1dm to a chest till the danger would 
pass. 

Their tormenter left their sight after a brief space, and the 
three prisoners had now time to breathe and congratulate 
themselves on their narrow escape. Miss Clinton wept in 
perfect joy, and would have been content to remain there for 
a month.^ Not so Elsie, who saw that the danger was not 
past. *' He will return," she said, " and solve this, mystery. 
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He will bring Kiskataam with him, and they will btim us out 
if they cannot bring us to yield up." 

" I will die first in this spot, and sell my life dear too," said 
Margaret. " I will prove to them how a soldier's daughter 
can defend.herself when it comes to a battle. I fear death 
less than being in the hands of either Clifford or his deceitful 
servant. Go, Elsie, and leave me here to do as I am deter- 
mined." 

Elsie, who under the power of excitement was equal to any 
crisis, was above feeling the burden of her responsibility and 
musing upon what mi^t be the best plan, suffered broken 
sentences to escape from her, such as, " Why does he not 
come ? Oh, for one word of that dark man m the hollow. 
Let us watch." 

" And pray," said the pious Angelica, who was rocking 
herself backward and forward as if that motion was essential 
to her thought and consciousness. What she had always 
trusted to was still with her, but in this new condition her 
mmd had not yet obtained its balance. " Vy does niet de 
Dominie come ? hem ay kaam in distress. Myne vader ende 
myne moeder hebben my verlaten ; maar de Heere zal my 
aannemeer." 

" What does your good mother say, Elsie ? tell me that I 
may share in her comfort and support." 

*' She says that though my father and my mother forsake 
me yet the Lord will taSe me up." 

" All true, as I can feel this moment. We have all three 
but one Father now. But look, Elsie, here. What is that I 
see moving there on the other side of the glen ? It looks 
like some animal, but it has stood so still that I think it must 
be but a stone." 

The mountain lass fixed her eye on the place, and after a 
few moment's examination she withdrew her eyes, with a shud- 
der, merely saying: "More trouble. The mastey. devil is 

* there himself, as I supposed." 

" Kiskataam it is," said Miss Clinton, hiding her eyes in 
her hand, as she cried : " Oh, God help me ; help us all in 
this hour of sorrow. Thou beholdest all things belqw. 
Look down, we beseech thee, and hear us calhng out of the 
depth of misery, and out of the jaws of this death which is 
now ready to swallow us up. Save us, O Lord, or else we 
perish." 

Elsie stood amazed at the utterance of this prayer, and 
seemed to regard her friend as one inspired, while the old 
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mother whispered to herself " She prays goodens te Domi- 
nie." Ai the three became more composed and determined. 
Their enemy stood looking steadfastly towai-d them, as if he 
could see through the rocki|; or it might be that he was sur- 
veying the fortress, before making a grand attack. To the 
left was the other fiend, who^had, bv appointment no doubt, 
met his master, with whom he was m consultation. The pri- 
soners could ^uess his report, and judged too, probably, what 
would be then* next move. 

" They have sunk to the ground," said Margaret, " as if 
shot by an arrow ; so noiselessly they fall." 

" Yes," was the response of her companion, " some one has 
appeared. Now God grant it may not be Tennis at this 
moment, or he is a lost man, and we lost with him. If they 
do the deed, revenge is my word ;" and she grasped the gun 
firmly in her hand, as if the work was begun. 

Sure enough, Tennis did arrive on the ground, and was 
watched eagerly from behind the tree, by those snaky eyes, 
that moved unknown to him. 

" They will shoot him from behind," said Angelica. " Let 
me cry to him.'' 

" ^o, mammy. No, they are only wanting to see where 
he goes. We i^ust try and divert their eyes from him to 
something else. We must leave. Oh, for half an hour. He 
will come straight in here, and they will follow hard on his 
heels. Let us leave, and we can watch them from another 
point to more advantage. Once get us here, pent up, and 
they will soon have their whole pack upon us. Mammy, go 
out first. It is life or death. I will wait here and watch till 
you get through. Push these quilts and skins before you. 
Who knows where our next bed may be. 

Now, Martin had so fixed the back entrance after a fieish- 
ion of his own. He was his own blacksmith, as he was his 
own mason and carpenter. He had run two bolts, with 
lead, into a large flat stone, which lodged into eyes that 
were bored into the rock. There it hung, so that it might 
be lifted up to the roof, and when let down it appeared in its 
natural place. It was a portcullis of a rude kind, but fully 
answering the purpose of shutting out all, except those who 
knew the secret. Elsie remained behind as long as she could, in 
hopes of getting one word from' Tennis, and revealing to him 
her purpose of retreating ; but she plainly saw that the spies 
were within hearing, ana might succeed in preventing the 
escape of all the four by some cunning manceuvre, sinoe 
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Teunis was entirely ignorant of their presence. The two 
things she wished for most, and feared most, came at one 
moment. To flee was her only alternative, while there was 
yet hope. She let down the strong barricade, and lay behin<l 
it, to see and hear. She dreaded blood being spilt ; and by 
the way of comforting herself, she shook a little dry powder 
into the lock of the duck gun, putting the mnzzle through a 
hole prepared for such a purpose. Here she lay, and saw all 
we have already desciibed, until it grew quite dark,, when 
thinking on the possibility of being suirounded before the 
morning, she left, mthout accomplishing her desii^e of speak- 
ing one word to Teunis. 

With great effort Angelica found her way into the open 
air, where she soon revived sufficiently to lift a burden of 
bedding. Miss Clinton took her part, and Elsie more than 
would cover herself, and taking now the lead of the march in 
deep darkness, toward what was then called the Dog Pool, 
since named "The Fawn's Leap," they reached it without 
any interruption, except the obstacles which a rocky path 
always presents to tender feet. 

The morning found the outcasts in a dejected state of mind, 
and with weary bodies. Had an enemy come upon the^, 
he would have met with but a feeble resistance. Elsie soon 
perceived that this state of things would of itself soon de- 
stroy her hopes and the lives of her companions, so she set 
herself to work cheering them, and tuiiiing their minds away 
from themselves and their troubles. Knowing the place 
she had chosen, and now somewhat acquainted with her 
ward, she began a plan of interesting her mind, by exciting 
her natural enthusiasm for mountain scenery. She had for-, 
merly been sheltered there during a dreadful storm pf hail ; 
and afterward, during a hot day in July, had sat under the 
^ock that hung over the little fall. It lies in a narrow 
ravine, below the rocks where the Kauterskill conies down, 
9nd falls over the shelf into a basin a hundred feet still lower 
down. The whole is surrounded with trees and shrubs com- 
mon to the region, and forms an amphitheatre of wildness and 
beauty seldom sui-passed. It is not so capacious as the falls 
lying immediately back of Pine Orchard, but it has points 
of interest which surpass even that fnmous spot. Here, in 
the soft sand, which is as dry as sand can be out of the sun 
and never sprinkled with spray or rain, was the bed of Miss 
Clinton, and in which she slept that night more soundly thai) 
die had frequently done in Shrewsbury Castle. 
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Elsie had made her own bed near that of liiss Clinton, 
but owing to the load of her responsibHitj, her sleep did not 
come till &r in the morning. When she awoke and looked 
aroond, the first object that caught her eye was her mother, 
sitting at a newly kindled fire, with her cutty pipe in her 
mouth, seemingly taking as vai^ch comfort as she had seen 
her enjoying between the jambs of Hoogenhuisen, looking on 
the china pictures of Joseph and his brethren. The young 
English girl lay upon a large black bearskin, covered with a 
thick comforter, still asleep. " Let her lie still and sleep on ; 
who knows when she may have another chance ?" And with 
that she began to make her own simple toilet, with a 
rock for her table and a small pool for a mirror. Margaret 
soon opened her eyes, in evident alarm at the scene, when 
rising on her elbow, her eyes fixed on her protectress, she 
soon regained her composure. After this, she cast one 
despairing look upward, uttering the name of God and 
mother. 

" Elsie, dear Elsie," ssdd the fond girl, " it was long before 
I could fkll asleep, and yet I am more afraid now in the day- 
light than I was when I looked up on the stars, which seemed 
to me like the eyes of angels looking down on me. Have 
' you ever imagined those stars to be holy b^gs hovering over 
us ?» 

" Yes, my dear lady, I have often heard that good angels 
attend upon the good always ; but our Dominie says a good 
conscience is the best guardian angel, and the surest sleeping- 
drops in the apothecary's store ; and that a star in the breast 
gives more true light than all the millions in the sky. You 
know that I myseff love to watch the stars, and last night I 
looked up so long, that I fell asleep dreaming that I heard 
their feet marching over the pure pavement above my head.'* 

" Your Dominie must be a poet, or else he has redd a book 
called * The Mask of Comus,' which I feel suits my case too 
welL A lady lost her way, as I have mine, but she felt as I 
should feel, and as your minister tells you is best. 

** * These thoughts may startle well, but not astound 
The virtuous mind, that ever walks attended 
By a strong-sided champion, conscience.' 

'* Did you hear the stream, how it murmured around our 
camp, and then roared off in the distance ? It put me in 
mind of a crowded theatre, just before the curtain rises, when 
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the shout of applause succeeds the appearance of the 
favorite actor, llay listening till it deemed to soften down 
intb the low crooning sound of my old. Scottish nurse, when 
she used to sing me to sleep on her bosom. That put me in 
mind of home, and I cried myself to sleep." 

" Rise, my lady," said the kind listened, perceiving the 
necessity of action, " and let me dress you. The cold air 
must be kept away, and here is my mother's oak-leaved quilt, 
which I wUl put around you as the Indian squaws do their 
blankets." And with that Elise threw the coverlet over the 
shoulders of the delicate dartisel, on whom the air of heaven 
had scarcely ever blown rudely before in all her life-time. 
Her tall and graceful form was not hidden in the particolored 
shawl, and when her present lady's maid took the handkerchief 
which a Dutch skipper had brought from India as a present 
to her grandmother, tying it round the waist of Margaret, 
she appeared in full dress, smiling and wondering what her 
** Lonaon friends would say were she to walk in among them 
in this mask, fresh from the mountains. Lady Grantham 
would hold up her hands and declare that nothing could be 
more dUtingu^ and picturesque." 

"Do you see how that stream leaps down among the 
rocks ?" was the quiet question of her kmd companion, all the 
time anxious to divert the thoughts* of the stranger from her- 
self and from her home. " Did you ever see a lighter foot 
than that is, trusting to the air so confidently ?" 

"No, never; and yet I have seen airy creatures who 
seemed more the creations of fancy than of reality. But how 
beautifully the whole stream loses itself in the haze, which 
covers it like a veil thinner than the purest gossamer." 

" And there, again. Miss Clinton, see how it trips awav 
down jronder below, coming out of its misty curtains fresh 
and feir, like a child running to its mother's arms." 

This was unfortunate, though kindly intended and finely 
said, for the poor exile, taking up the thought, ran ofiT in a 
rhapsody of affection. 

" Ah, my dear Elsie, why have you touched on that string, 
to remind me of my joyful days, sending me back here to 
my sorrow ? My mother is down there, just where that little 
stream is going to embrace the river. Why mi^ht I not 
follow its course and find her? Tell me, could I not ^, 
keeping by its sidfe ? Would not I come to the river mth 
it, and find my way to the vessel ? I can imagine it im!6nf^ 
for me at this moment." 

9 
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*^ Yoa woidd find the rod» too hard for yotr tender feet, 
my dear lad^," were the kind words of the good Angelica, 
^ and the windings and fidls are more than you dream of;" 

^Oh, there seems to be nothing direct in this world. 
How crooked has been my way these few days past I Why 
might I not take a wincUng course with that stream, and 
oome oat in the end all well?" 

*^ Straight roads are not always the best. Our Dominie 

scolds the ptfth-masters every summer, because they will go 

*over a hill when going round it would be easier for their 

cattle. Ask my mother, and 9he will give you Scripture for 

*^ Yaw," s^d the experienced old lady. " See de kinderen 
of Ishrael ta'en by vays after de cloudy pillar afore dey got 
to Eaunaan." 

**This stream we are now watching," interfered Elsie, **is 
dealt kindly by, for it is let down step by step, and in a &r, 
roundabout way. You saw the two ponds that we lay 
beside yesterda;^ — ^no, the day before, I forget myself. They 
form the fountain-head. About two miles below, the waters 
take a &r higher leap than they do here. The further down 
it goes, the &11 is less and less, till it becomes as smooth as 

Jrour cheek, and as quiet as your old nurse's voice when she 
bund you Mrly asleep in your cradle." 

** Mm vat de Dominie says about dat, Elsie ?" 

*' Oh, he says that his young folk go off like the Eauters- 
kin up here, and end like the <}uiet Kaatskill, in their old age 
joining the great river rolling into the sea." * 

^^And is this the only stream in these hills?" was the 
inquiry of Miss Clinton, who now began to forget herself 
and her troubles. ''If it be a solitary thing, it is £ir from 
showing the signs of sadness." 

^' This is not the only stream of the mountains hereabout," 
was the answer of Elsie, '' for there is another spring head 
not &r off from this, but the stream runs in the opposite 
direction. My fiither followed that when he was young. 
He says it follows the backbone of the mountain, going down 
into old Schoharie, then through tile Mohawk country, join- 
ing that river till it meets the Hudson, and mingles with 
.these very waters we are now looking at, after all that 
wandering life." , 

' "What a history you are telling me I" said Margaret, 
pleased with the fancy which rose in her mind. " How like 
to some histories I could tell myself." 
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"I rememWerwhat yon told me when we hid ourselves 
bedde the little lakes, and I am almost sony I spoke just 
now; but the truth will come out, Miss Clinton.'* 

"That is true, and was no fault of your honest heart. Ber- 
tram and I were born near to each other. He went off to 
the sea wheu he was a boy, and we met again after the sepa- 
ration, on the Hudson, where these two streams you speak 
of are mingling in one great river." 

" Come and heve something to eat," was the call of the, 
careful mother ; " leiv aff t'ese sorrowful tales, lookin' into te 
vater, shedding saut tears." 

Upon a flat stone standing on the shelving rock that hung 
over the fall, were placed bread, boiled eggs, and dried 
venison. A cow, which came from the herd, gave them 
milk ; the whole made an excellent breakfast, of which they 
partook heartily and gratefully. The mountain air gave them 
a keen appetite, and at the close of the meal, Elsie took her 
two hands and lifted up a cup of water, of which she drank 
herself; tl\en offering as mucn to her companion, they were 
ready for whatever might betide. 

" Come now," said the mountain lass, " and I will lead 
you to my favorite walk." And with their arms around each 
other, they went up the side of the glen toward the north. 
Turning around to her mother, Elsie said: "Mammy, the 
wildcats mew if anything happens." 

" Yaw I yaw !" siud the careful dame ; " wildcats plenty 
alL over. But I will mind." 

"Are there enemies near us that you leave the signal with 
the sentinel? I had almost believed the danger to be all 
below, in that hollow, mysterious place we were in yester- 
day." 

" You are too well acquainted with the customs of war, 
Miss Clinton, not to know that safety lies in constantly 
watching. But let us not talk of danger till we see it face 
to face. Let us walk ; and please not to turn around till I 
tell you, for I want to point to what I think is worth seeing." 
When they had advanced about half a mile above the fall, 
Elsie called, " Now turn hnd look." 

The sight was so overwhelming that Margaret was for a 
few minutes in speechless rapture. *High Peak, that majestio 
pyramid, stood out in bold relief against the southern sky, 
surrounded by numerous hills, great and small, among 
which he rose like a king attended by his suite, who looked 
up to his crown with awe and delight. The October sun had 
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spread a mysterious haze over the whole scene, which 
expanded rather than hid its greatness. 

" What do you see there ?" said the truly proud mountain 
damsel ; proud of her own region. 

" My head is dizzy. Let me alone till I get over my 
bewilderment, and be able to comprehend what is before me. 
Oh ! what a stage is there for superior beings to descend 
upon, and see the actions of puny mortals ! Msie, have you 
ever known. any one to ascend that height?'* 

" Oh, yes ; I have been up there myself more than once. 
But it helps to humble one. I never feel myself so small as 
when I stand on that eminence, and think what a mote am I. 
And yet," was the pious thought of the rural maid, " I have 
felt my soul expandmg above it all, when I knew that I was 
an immortal creature, redeemed by the Son of God." 

" That is like mounting from the foot of Jacob's ladder 
to the top of it at a bound. I am down at the bottom yet. 
When I was in the city of Rome, they took me into the great 
church there called gt. Peters ; and, Elsie, do you know that 
when some one beside me said that he felt himself so small 
that he could sink, I said, presumptuous thing that I was, 
* My heart swells sotjiat I fill all this house.' You must 
have felt up there as 1 did in Rome." 

"Four times a year. Miss Clinton, do I come up to this 
place, and look up ; in June, when everything is in the 
greenest lustre ; in August, when all is so rich and fiill ; in 
October, when those various colors are painted by the hand 
of nature, and again in winter." 

" Now I find out the cause of my confusion, Elsie : that 
wondrous variety of colors. This is what is called the &U 
and Indian summer, when the foliage changes. It is a new 
thing to my English eyes." 

"And have you no fall in England — ^no Indian summer 
there ?" said the amazed girl, who had less idea of the diffe- 
rence of climate than her travelled companion. "Then I do 
not think so much of your great island after all. No fall ! no 
Indian summer ! What have jou ?" 

" England is always green like your June, Elsie ; but what 
would they give there for one gliiripse of that mountain, clad 
in trees to the Very crown, and every one of these trees in 
different colors, from the richest purple to the brightest 
yellow, and the whole robe intermingled with pale and deep 
green. But tell me, what is that shrub covering all the 
ground so dark in the red." 
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**We call that the laurel, which is spread all over the 
mountains, as you see beneath our f^et. But look, here is 
my favorite flower at this time of the year, the »umach. Let 
me put it into your hair, for a feather ; and tisll me if ever 
the queen of England had one so rich ?'* 

" Bring me other two, and I will show you the Prince of 
Wales' feather. There now, a soldier of the forty-second 
regiment would fight with more ardor for his pative hills, 
than he does even now, with the blood cockade in his 
bonnet. Oh, what a deep and pure scarlet I Never, never 
would they believe me, were I to tell of it just as I see it. in 
your hands." * 

It was in this manner that Elsie led the enthusiastic girl to 
forget her troubles. Romantic in disposition, and full of life, 
the picturesque in nature and in costume captivated her 
ardent hej^rt, so that she forgot everything for the pleasure 
of the present moment, light as the bird that leaped from 
branch to branch. It required only the tact of producing 
new objects of attraction, and she would have remained for 
days among these hills, and been happy, and have made others 
happy also in return. Dressed as Elsie had adorned her in 
the colors of nature, with her clear, intellectual countenance, 
she moved with the air of a princess ; and had a stranger 
come suddenly upon them, she would have been chosen as the 
genius of the region, attended by rustic wisdom in her homely 
garb. 

" I have been thinking,'' said the elated captive girl, " of 
how happy you must be, when there is no trouble below, on 
a day lie this, and our friend Tennis with you. For I am 
all the more happy in the company of those I love best ; and 
you are of the same mind too, I am sure." 

** Yes, there are davs which we remember always, when we 
were too full of happmess. The heart, like a cup full of joy, 
surges over the bnm, and we share it with others. I have 
had my share at all seasons. This time of the year is always 
the finest to me, though not the grandest." 

** When do you call the mountain in its grandest array ? I 
cannot imagine anything beyond what I am looking at just 
now. I have seen Mount filanc, but there was nothing on 
it save the awful whiteness, which blinds and awes the 
spirit.'* 

^* Miss Clinton, to my mind the sublimest scene of these 

* So the EDglish considered €k>les* Mountain scenerj. 
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hills is to be seen in the white winter. The lonefin^te 
{leases me so, that I fed a reverence for Hi^ Peak, which I. 
never feel at another season. All is then so still, that I can 
hear my heart beating. It is only at rare times that its real 
grandeur appears. One day, a few years ago, in January I 
was here. There had been a thaw and a heavy rain for a 
whole day, which beat upon the snow without melting it, 
making it so hard that it could be trodden upon by the foot 
without sinking. Toward midnight the wind came around 
suddenlv to the northwest, and blew one of the coldest blasts 
I ever knew. The rain continued, but it froze as it fell, so 
that not a tree, nor a twig nor a leaf but hung in iddes, 
dear as the crystal I have seen on my uncle's table at Al- 
bany. As soon as my father rose, he said, ' now is the time 
for chasing that mischievous pairtter that has troubled the 
sheep so long. He wiU sink in the crust. Let us after him 
with our snow-shoes.' A company was gathered, Tennis 
among them. Sleds filled with skins, guns and victuals, and 
warm hearts. We landed here when the sun was at the blu- 
est. I had come up so far, just to take my fitvorite look and 
return; but of all the sights that mortal eye ever beheld, it 
seems to me still that tlmt must have surpassed them. The 
mountain was one lump of glass, not a dark spot on the 
whole. The trees all htmg in crystals. The hard ' snow, 
frozen and glittering to the very top. It was one diamond, 

ferfectly reflecting the different colors of the rainbow, 
looked, but my eyes filled so with tears, that I turned 
away, for I was ashamed to be seen weeping at what no one 
else seemed to care to look at but mysel£" 

*^ Did no one enjoy the vision but you ? It seems to me 
that I see it now as you describe it." 

" Not one," said Elsie, " cared about it aftdr a moment 
was passed ; one girl of my own age declared that she would 
rather get a look at the big kitchen fire. And a good- 
hearted girl she was for all that. We must not judge other 
people bytheir taste in these things." 

" No, Elsie," said Miss Clinton, " for we find that true love 
does not always unite itdelf with refined taste. I have known 
some of the most sentimental men and women in the world, 
who would not sacrifice a single gratification for the good 
of others. But I know others who can enioy all the bean- 
tiful in nature and art, and they would this day lay down 
their life for me. Here I am cut off from all, and not a friend 
but one." 
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Elsie, with great art, turned her thoughts away from this 
melancholy theme, by saying: 

^ Miss Clinton, stand out there, and, let me tell you what I 
have been planning. The Hermit that you have heard me 
spe$i^ of, told me about the Queen of May in England. I 
have been thinking that the Queen of October would be the 
most suitable for our country, and I would like to have you 
as our model." 

" Well, dress me up as you please ; it will put off care for 
the day, and give me something to tell when I return to 
London — ^that is, if I ever return. I feel for a moment now 
that I might act Lady Hope in the pageant.** 

**My dear lady, you must be my queen, since I have 
elected you. Let me gather the leaves and the branches 
while yen will use your skill in putting them together, 
agreeable to your own fancy. Here is a piece of stick which 
will serve as the stalk for your sceptre. Tou must twine it 
around with the things I shall bring to you, and there is a 
needle and thread. Now, you are better off than Mother 
Eve, the Queen of Eden." 

*^ You seem, my friend and maid of honor, as I shall call 
you, to use great fiimiliarity here, in putting a queen to 
work. But smce it must be so, let me try. Tell me who is 
this strange man who has informed you of old country 
customs so well. Is he a real hermit, or only soiHe mock 
anchorite that suffects these strange ways, for some good end, 
or in some whim of his own ? 1 should like to see a real 
recluse.** 

^^ I cannot tell you much about him ; at least, I dare not. 
He has been in this region for more than a year ; he came 
here, no one can tell where from ; and as he knows so much 
about the world, we think he must have been a great tra- 
vellcr. The common people say he is a spook ; and the place 
he has chosen for his retreat favors the notion, for from the 
earliest time it has always been thought that some ghost of 
an old countryman frequented that spot. Some say thau 
Hendrick Hudson comes back every year to play at bowls, up 
in these hills, in honor of his finding out our mmous river ; 
others, that Captain Kidd, the great pirate, hid some chests 
of gold there, and killed a big negro on the spot. One old 
money-hunter, called Fred Martin, told a terrible tale of 
bis going at midnight, and digging under a tree. Tl^ 
secret of his success lay in his not uttermg a angle word, 
whatever he should see, and the whole efforts of the ghosts. 
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lay in forcing him to speak. He dug on till the hour of 
twelve, when round him rose the crowd of imps, led on by 
the big, black negro. On Fr6d worked till out of breath, ho 
lay down on his oack to rest ; one more shovelful, and he 
would be at the chest ; but over him whirled a large round 
rock, like a millstone, that rose and fell at a great rate, 
lyheeling all the time. Speak he would not, and speak they 
were determined he should. Down the stone again came, 
till he thought it touched the hair of his head, when forgetting 
himself he cried, ' Off, you black duivel.' The words no sooner 
left his mouth than all was pitch dark,, and he was left there 
lying till the morning. He declares till this day, if he could 
only have held his peace, he would have been rich enough 
by this time. So superstitious are the people, that many of 
thenv think that the hermit is* either Hendiick Hudson, or 
the ' spook' that guards the money-chest of Captain Kidd.*» 

" But whom does Elsie think he is ? He must be some 
one worth speaking o^ when you are so interested in him." 

" I dare not say all I think of him, my lady. He takes up 
the most of his time in reading and writing ; he knows all 
that is ^oing on, which makes me think he must be in com- 
munication with strange things and persons. He wanders 
every day to the top of the mountain, and sometime^ comes 
this way, looking always as if he expected some one from the 
west* At such times he is fearful to' look upon." 

" Tou are not afraid of him yourself since you have heard 
his account of the May Queen ?" 

" No, Miss Clinton ; he is always calm and quiet when I am 
near to him. He tells me of things he has seen and of some 
things he has done. He has been in battles, by land and sea. 
But hush ! I am speaking too loud ; I sometunes think he knows 
my very thoughts. Hark! there is Rover's bark. Hush! there 
is the wildcat's mew, as sure as I live. Quick I let us to the 
bed of the stream. My mother is afraid, and is calling us." 

Here the mewing became more distinct, to wl^ch Elsie 
answered by putting her hand to her mouth, givmg out a 
sound which imitated a young kitten, eager to reach its 
mother. Lowering her own head, she signed to her com- 
panion to follow her example as they ran toward the fall, 
where Angelica was waiting for them in the intensest anxiety. 
Rover stood trembling by her side ; then running up to Elsie, 
he cowered down as if h6 had been chastised ; every now and 
then giving forth a short, quick bark, more through terror 
than eagerness to be sent out on a hunt. 
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*' Some wfld animal," was the ready explanation of the 
experienced girl, who having been so often out with her 
father, had seen the dog tremble before when through instinct 
he perceived an enemy near. To this the mother assented, 
when she listened and heard a howl so fierce and deep, that 
it almost made her blood to freeze in her veins. All the four 
stood gazing down the ravine, every sense quickened to the 
utmost ; while as howl after howl came up, nearer every time, 
they felt the chills of death commg over them. After a time, 
it seemed as if the yells were changed in their depth, and 
that some power stronger than the animal, whatever it was, 
held it in check. This was confirmed by the increasing bold- 
ness of the dog, which was seen in his running as far as the 
verge of the shelf, and even putting his paws forward on a 
tree that grew near the edge, then coming back, as if he 
wished to encourage his friends. The cause of this alarm 
most be explained in the next book. 
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OxjB Histoiy, to be understood, must be suspended until 
we gather up the other events which had already taken 
place within two days past, and to which some allusion has 
been made ; therefore, our attention is directed to the town 
of Sopus. 

This town now stands third in rank among the towns 
of the Proyince of New York. If the historian has aught 
of a prophet's eye, he would say, from all that he sees around 
Sopus — her rich and enterprising population, her fine situa- 
tion — ^that he believes the time will arrive, when many a fair 
daughter rising up around her will do her honor, for the ser- 
vice she has done as a* mother town of the olden time. 
Here dwell the various races, >v'hich when mixed, produce 
men of energy and spirit. The blood of the lively Huguenot 
mingles in the sluggish stream of the phlegmatic Hollander, 
making her people prompt and untiring, and her magistracy 
grave and dignified as those of old Amsterdam. She has 
grown, it is true, somewhat proud of her size, more especially 
since the stores for the northern army were placed with her 
for safe keeping. At the time of our history two of the 
most important co^sFcntions of the land were in session — ^no 
less than the Provincial Congress, and the first Synod of th^i 
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Protestant Befofmed Dutch chnroh of North America. No 
marvel that Sopiis m matronly pride had Bwelled her akirts 
to a citj size, demanding homage of her neighbors. 

Alas! how true it is that a high look goeth before a fall. 
How frequently do those yery marks of honor attract the 
eye of the enemy. The star upon the soldier's breast glitters, 
so that the mltrksman obtains the more certain aim. 



CHAPTER!. 

THS ▲NTSmLUTIAK DEBATE CONTINITBD. 

*' By ceMeleM acUon all that is subtlsta ; 
Winds from all quarters agitate the air 
And fit the liquid element for use, 
Else noxious ; oceans, rivers, lakes and streams, 
AU feel the ftreshening impulse, and are cleansed 
B¥ restless undulation ; even the oak 
Thrives by the rude concussion of the storm. 

A xaw Ekoubh post. 

The stranger calling himself Captain Whittesley was at- 
tracting notice, and yet no one knew why, since he had 
shown his papers to be regular and his bearing to be digni- 
fied. Elder Swart, however, had as yet no suspicion. Too 
simple-minded, he believed all men to be as they seemed, yet 
he could not help being surprised at the effect of Whittes- 
ley's eye on some of the Dominies, and while on the way 
from the church to the court-house hall he said: 

^^So you know something about our Dominies? I supposed 
you to be ignorant of all our regions, and of all our private 
concerns on the west side of the North River. Have you 
been in Ulster before ?" 

Just at this moment Jan Freer stepped up to the captain ; 
standing in the path before liim, with the evident intention 
of speaking to hmi ; but the effect of Whittesley's eye on the 
spirit of the rough Dutchman, was like that of a man on an 
inhabit^t of the forest ; he all but fell, and allowed the cap- 
tain to pass ; while recovering himself, he stared after Whit- 
tesley with mouth open and twisted legs, that showed the 
uncertainty of their owner's intentions. He was wakened out 
of his confosion by a full . chorus of laughter that came from 
the loungers standing on the tavern stoop opposite, where, 
through the force of habit, he turned to go. 

" W hat's the matter with you Jan ? that you gape so 
after the Yankee stranger ? Tou seem as if a witch had 
scalded you." ^ , 

" The devil it is, or else the spy is come back again.'* And 
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SO be went on to tell the same story of getting the " fifteen 
shDlings and sixpence," and of its being the dearest money 
he ever earned. He only wished he could hear him say that 
and count it out to him as before, and he could tell more 
than any of them knew. 

Thus the suspicion grew, and while no man would have 
dared to put his thoughts into words, there were few who 
did not feel strangely as this man passed by them even on 
the other side. By this time it was known that he had 
broken up the Classis in some way, and all felt curious to 
know if he was about to do the same to the Congress. Still 
Elder Swart, who had taken Captain Whitteslej under his 
care, had no ^uch suspicion in his mind. 

Congress was«met, and had already proceeded to business^ 
They were a set of grave and able men, composed of the best 
and the wisest of our State, and of whom any State might 
well be proud. Philip Vaft Cortlandt sat as President, while 
round a plain deal table, covered with books and papers, ^at 
the Roosevelts, the Dunscombes, and the Morris's of New 
York city; Cantine and Rhea of Ulster, with a host of men, 
-such as Adgate and L'Hommedieu, Brasher and Van Zandt, 
and Wisner of Orange. 

The point before the Congress was one that had been 
discussed warmly on the preceding day, and would have 

gassed but for one of those artful manoeuvres which pub* 
c bodies see play^d before them, without the possibility 
of hindrance. The freedom of all the slaves of the State was 
seriously demanded, and even earnestly prayed for by many. 
All the members from the city were in Eivbr it, though it 
cannot be said of them that their voices were raised through 
an extra share of humanity, but^because, having none or few 
of their own, it would be no great loss to them ; while the 
members in the country, being sadly pressed for military duty, 
required their blacks to remain and work for them at home. 
ITiat kind-hearted man from Suffolk, L'Hommedieu, produced 
his motion, which had lain on the table for weeks, and 
would have been acted on before, had not that cautious man 
from Ulster, Adam De Witt, seen that let but one member 
be wanting, no quorum would be left, so he slipped out of 
doors, and the motion fell to the ground for that day. 

The other side were now in lull force, though not over 
strong, and their orator was in the depth of his argument, as 
the two men we have spoken of entered. It seemed to Elder 
Swart as if two or more of the leaders gave a sudden start 
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as they caught a glimpse of his companion's . countenance. 
The orator on his le^s evidently felt ^mething like a cold 
chill running down his spine, for he faltered in the midst of 
his sentence; and after fading a resolution against the "ex- 
pediency of any measure which would liberate the slaves at 
the present time," sat down confused. 

At the close of this act, one member rose in great fervor, 
arguing the humanity and the justice of a measure which 
would " set all free, since all were alike entitled to liberty ; 
and what more fit and proper time than the present day, 
when struggling for it ourselves ?" 

The answer to this was plain, and regarded by the other 
side as complete. " Let the negroes know as well how to use 
their freedom as we do ours, and then shall they have their 
rights. But what do we hear from all the counties but the 
rumor of uprisings, under the impression that the day that 
bondage is past, the property of their masters must be 
divided ; for how else can they be kept from starvation and 
misery, unless we preserve them in life as we are doing to- 
day ?" 

"And have not we heard," says another, "of the bounty 
which the king ofFei*s for the thumb of every Dutchman, 
brought to the sheriff by a black,* if he can prove it to have 
been that of his master, and he a Whig?" 

While these cross-fiiings were going on. Elder Swart 
observed that his new-made acquamtance was exchanging 
signs and motions with persons present, such as he had seen 
among members of the Masonic order, which excited his 
attention so much, that he resolved to watch more closely ; 
for though he was but a blunt-looking man, the timeei had 
developed his perceptive po^rs so fully, that somnolence 
was no part of his real character, however it might ap- 
pear. At the very moment his consciousness was awakened. 
Governor Clinton entered the hall, walking right into the 
centre, exchanging a few courtesies as he passed the different 
chairs. Sitting down immediately opposite our two acquaint- 
ances, he lifted his eyes in a state of abstraction, as if intend- 
ing to listenj not to see ; but the instant he fastened his sight 
on the man called Whittesley, it seemed as if a snake had 
fascinated him. Nor did the other shiink from the scrutiny. 
It was plain that the governor had the least power of eye : 
for, as if by impulse, he stooped forward to the ear of Swarfs 
acquaintance, whispering : " Let us leave the hall for a mo- 
ment." 
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'< No need of tbaV said the man addressed, who sat in ^e 
most imperturbable coohiess, while the governor shook with 
a visible tremor, like what an animal shows wh^i somethipg 
alarms it, though it may not move. 

** How fer are they from us ?'* was the anxious inquiry of 
the governor. 

*^ At the elbow below," was all that the other said ; ^id it 
seemed as if his lips did not move as he spoke. 

" Who are on ooard, and for Mfhat do they come ?" said 
tke state officer, quickly, *^ and what is the errand that brings 
them ?" 

"What he wrote to you oonceming, brings himself, for he 
would trust no one else ; and the love of adventure induced 

-^ to steal onboard, as she threatened in her letter to 

your lady." 

" My God," said the distressed governor, " what shall I 
do ? 1 could shoot him. after despising his biibe ; but what 
shall I do with tiiat ronnmtic fool! How shall I dispose of 
her!" 

** She is already disposed of," was the cool answer. 

** God be praised," broke in the governor again. " I can 
turn him on^ but she would wile the partridge from the 
hawk ; and were she to' come here, as she threatened last 
summer, it would ruin me with my enemies ; andyet I would 
sooner die than see a hair of her head hurt. Where is she 
gone? You say she is disposed of," 

'^ Stolen, and taken to the mountains," was the answer 
that came from the strange man ; for no one, looking at him, 
oould see that he spoke, unless they narrowly watched his 
-mouth. 

*^ Stolen, and taken to the mountains! Stolen, and 
tak^i to the mountains! Gracious heavens! what do you 
mean ? How do you know ? Where have you been won* 
dering?" 

"Silence, your excellency. You are observed. Carry 
that to the president, and sit down in your own place;" 

The governor did as he was told, when very soon the pre- 
sident rose and said : 

" Grentlemen of the Congress, we have other duties before 
us than that which now takes up your attention. This mis- 
sive infonns me that the ship Vulture, under the command 
of Gen. Yaughan, may be expected to put a body of troops 
on shore, somewhere at the mouth of the Roundout for the 
purpose of destroying the stores in this place, and dispersing 



THE ANl-EDILUVIAN DEBATE CONTINITED. 211 

this convention of the free State of New York. Wliat is 
your pleasure in the premises ?" . 

The commotion which arose after this announcement soon 
^ave place to a vigorous debate concerning the duty of the 
Congress remaining in session till driven from the hall at the 
point of the bayonet. 

" Remain, surely let us remain in the place where our fel- 
low-citizens have put us. It is for us, as the heads of the 
people, to stand firm and show ourselves to be men of nerve. 
Our blood may be the shower that will water tlie root of the 
tree of liberty, and the pears it will bear in the future years 
of the country's history will be richer, in flavor and. more 
nourishing than the tree of England, with even Lord Chat- 
ham in the topmost branch." 

This was said by Colonel Pierrb' Van Cortlandt, w^o was 
ftirious in his courage, and seemed to have in his mind more 
than he chose to utter. The next who succeeded him was 
less restrained, pointing evidently nt the governor, casting 

fiances all the time at that side of the house where Elder 
wart and Captain Whittesley were sitting. 

"Fight I Yes, let us fight," said Judge' Cantine, who had 
his own reason for being envious of the position which Clin- 
ton, the son of an Irishman, occupied over him, a native 
Dutchman ; " there is sometimes good reasons for making a 
man's cousin a general and another a governor. There is 
much in a name. Putting such power into the hands of men 
near of kin with the enemies of our country ; more by reason 
that cases of Madeira can find their way before kindly offers 
of services are sent. Fight! yes rather lose Our lives here 
than our heads gn the scaffold." 

The governor, who heard all this and understood the 
meaning of the insinuation, was waiting to meet these secret 
thrusts by something that might tell more forcibly than 
Tvords; but the president, who perceived the storm that was 
brewing, reminded the members that they had turned aside 
from the question before them into unaignified personali- 
ties. 

" We have other work upon our hands this day," said he 
with great dignity, " than to fall- below ourselves, by throw- 
ing out dark insinuations ; which niust tend to divide us, 
Tvhen we ought to show an undivided front to the enemy. 
. You men of classical lore, can tell who it was among the 
ancients, who finding a spy in his camp sent him back to his 
master, after showing him all his strength, so that a good 
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report might be rendered. How do you mean to meet the 
enemy, should he be rash enough to land hia forces on the 
river batik ?" 

The business of the Congress was becoming so confused 
toward the close of the President's short speech, that his ad- 
vice all but fell unheeded upon eara listening to private " 
words. It was more of a mob debate than that of sober 
statesmen. Those persons against whom the insinuations 
were aimed, were hotly ensjaged with their assailants ; and 
among them Governor Clinton was the hottest. His 
Milesian blood was up, and would have boiled over had not 
Judge Cantine met him as a man shaped out of Holland 
clay may be supposed to receive the knuckles of an Irish- 
man in a fury. How far the fray might have been carried, 
history does not tell, but for the booming of a cannon frgm 
the river side which informed the debaters that a common 
enemy was at hand, which demanded both property and per- 
son. Here a calm and dignified member stood uj), to whom all 
gave heed the moment he opened his lips : 

" President and Gentlemen : We are on the eve of another 
struggle ; and though it may sound strangely in your eafs, 
I rejoice at the prospect of blood being shed, and of fire 
being kindled. You will agree with me when I read to you 
what has been sent hither by a trustjr and careful friend in 
New York, written to me in cipher, with which you must be 
satisfied through my interpretation. 

<*To THE Hon. Morris: 

**The messenger who gives this into your hand will explain it 
fully. Yaughan goes in charge of an expedition to Albany, to fight as he 
loves to fight. Sir Henry goes to bribe his cousin : Yaughan swears be 
will burn the spot of blood out, if there be any cousin in this colony of 
rebels." 

With this the hitherto silent member sat down ; while a 
second cannon boomed through the air, which by this time 
was becomimg so filled with voices out of doors, that little 
could have been heard within, however inclined any one 
might be for speech making. Besides, the constant going in 
and coming out prevented the desire which the eager- men 
had of rising up against the treason they imagined they saw- 
in all from whom they difiTered. Another report, and they 
separated in hot haste, for now they knew that the danger 
was inuninent. Since Vaughan and his soldiers were near 
there was no time to lose. 
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In the meantime all the suspecting members had their eye 
on Whittesley. Orders had been privately issued to watch 
all the roads out of Sopus, and stop every one that might be 
seen escaping from observation, and bring them before the 
commanding officer, Colonel Hausbrouck, who, being a true 
Dutchman, was loyal to that interest. But in the midst of 
the personal commotion ; some say of the fright, which tho 
approach of Vaughan occasioned in the Congress, Whittesley 
foimd his way out ; nor was it observed, till Elder Swart 
started up from off his seat, asking where the Yankee cap- 
tain had gone. 

On the road to Plattekill, riding at full speed, a single 
horseman* was seen toward the dusk of the evening, but the 
folks of Sopus had business of their own on hand ; and the 
sti^range captain was not thought of more that day, though 
Jan Freer maintained till he died,that it was the same man 
who had hired him in the night ; and gave him fifteen shil- 
liiigs and saxpence for a sail. ^ 



CHAPTER II. 

LOVE 8TR0NGEB THAN DEATH, 



' The rabbins write when any Jew 
Did malce to Ood or man a vow, 
>Vhich afterward he found untoward 
Or. stubborn to be Icept, or too hard, 
Any three other Jews of th* nation 
Might free him from his obligation." 



HUOIBRAS. 



His majesty's ship, the Vulture — well named — was making 
slow progress up the Hudson River on a special expedition 
on behalf of the northern army. General Vaughan held a 
carte blanche^ on which he might inscribe what he saw fit, 
provided that the general cause was advanced. 

As this voyage was regarded in Ne,w York in the light of 
a pleasure trip for sport, more than as an expedition of a war- 
like character, there were numbei*s who sued for pennission 
to join it, so that they might witness with their own eyes 
those romantic scenes spoken of and sutig since the days of 
Raleigh. They longed to visit those grand old woods where 
the wild beasts lay, still undisturbed ; and the red man, that 
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western Greek of loflv sentiment and of heroic deeds, so 
captivating to the youthful mind. All such persons as were 
sick of the worn-out forms of European society desired this- 
fresh and new world. In this way the enthusiastic and lo^'al 
sought the opportunity of a pleasure sail on board of this 
l>owei*ful ship. 

Sir Henry Clinton either sought or demanded a small cabin 
for himself and family on this occasion. He held also a carte 
blanche of another cliaracter. He deemed that he himself 
was the sole keeper of his majesty's piivate seal ; but a bird 
in the air will chirp into the ear of an envious or ambitious 
map, and Vaughan would play second to no one. The king 
had manjr friends who dwelt far inland. Messages* must be 
borne thither for their encouragement. Gifts from the crown * 
were to be scattered liberally. Every man must have h\» 
price paid to him. Before that could be counted out the 
man must be known. George Clinton, governor of this new 
State, was well known to be related to Sir Henry, and the 
tebel might be bought, could the colonist be seen by himself. 
All efforts had hitherto failed, though friendly exchanges of 
word and deed had passed between them, such as genilemen, 
possessed of self-respect, always show even in times of war. 
Frequently, in a jocular vein, the knight had threatened to 
pay the governor a flying visit, just to see whether his good 
blood had all oozed out or not ; while the colonist, with equal 
good humor, replied that Sir Henry would find that he had 
plenty of '* blood left to show all his majesty's servants that 
lie was still a man, though he had become a rebel." 

These friendly banterings were accompanied, at times, by 
substantial presents and tokens of good will, in. the shape of 
Cheshire cheeses. Burgundy and Port, landed from Kew 
York by some skiff that ran in under cover of Fort Washing- 
ton, where General Clinton, the rebel, kept^ his majesty's 
forces at bay. These unloadings of good cheer were sujfferetl 
to pass unmolested, the carrier being none the wiser. Sly 
surmises would occasionally be muttered, but with the ex- 
ception of some envious Dutchman, who found fault with tliis 
sudden promotion of the Clintons, all was quiet* The Mrs. 
Clinton of the country, sending one time to her ladyship of 
the city a firkin ,of her own butter from the cow, with a pot 
of apple butter from the orchard, wrote it would help Miss 
Margaret's dry bread to slip down easier. 

These several acts made Sir Henry come to the conclusion, 
in his own mind, that perhaps his cousin George might be 
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won over to the right dde. Oould he but hare a chance of ^ 
seeing him incog.y who conid tell what the result would lie ? 
Hiere had lately arrived a full pardon for all past offences, 
and full power was held by himself to advance the colonists 
who might be worth advancing, to any station. This Qeorse . 
' Clinton was one of those very «nen, and, to tell the truth, 
the worUiy knight was so proud of him that he declared 
boldly, had he been anything else than what he was, a true 
rebel, he would have despised him as unworthy the name he 
bore, and sav he was no cousin of his. 

These explanations are needed to account for the presence 
of those persons whom we find on board of the Vulture sloop 
<rf war. In the cabin were seated a deeply interested com- 
pany, whose countenances denoted an agony of m|nd and a 
teiidemess of feeling which were in singular contrast to the 
objects presented on board of a war vesseL The machinery 
of death is hardly the place for those of a tearful cast ; and 
^et the lion and Uie lamb are never seen to lie down together 
u any place so generally as where the soldier makes it his 
home. A sense of dutv will triumph over the^ feelings of 
hnmanity, so as to look on death and rapine without re- 
morse. 

The main person in this group was a man over fift^ years 
of ase, of deeply-lined count^oance, showing determination 
and firmness of purpose, though at the time we refer to, his 
lips betrayed the yielding of uie soldier to the nature of the 
man. The quiverings of those lips were the only signs seen 
of what was movine the strings of his heart. Something 
more than great puMic events was the cause of that restless- 
ness, and the fiery glances which shot forth from beneath his 
bushy eyebrows showed that a crisis of some kind was near 
at han^ Pacing the cabin floor wiUi uneven steps, when 
his back was turned he could be seen brusMng away the tear, 
lest his weakness should be betrayed to his friends ; though 
even with his face averted, his frame told the careM observer 
that deep passion was workiag within. 

A lady, somewhat younger than he, but past the flower 
of beauty,* sat in a richly ornamented chair, in a still 
more dejected state of nund than her lord. Her hair, 
broshM back and raised upon a frame of wire beneath, 
according to the fashion of our times, showed a brow of more 
masculine form than one loves to look at in a woman dwelling . 
at home. Not a wrinkle showed her former griefs, if shel 
ever had any, and all lines of care were aUke absent fr^nn ber^ 
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whole &ce. She had seen only the sunshine of life ; at least 
no cloud had rested long enough to leave its shadow. A 
dress of faiipi-colored velvet hung loosely upon her body, 
clasped at tiie neck by a brilliant diamond, which corre- 

K»nded to some smaller gems of the same water in her hair, 
e robe was no stinted pattern, as the amplitude of its 
folds showed, even when she sat; but when she rose, the 
long train, which she* managed so gracefully, indicated that 
she had moved in a wider saloon than the narrow compass 
to which she was now confined. Not so careful to restrain 
her tears as her partner in grief, she was still far from show- 
ing a vulgar sorrow. Rising in one of her ecstasies, she took 
hold of the gentleman's arm, and in the most beseeching and 
touching manner embraced him before she said : 

" Henry I my dear Clinton, let the young men have leave 
to go in search of our beloved child ! Let them go but for one 
day. Alas, it may be too late already. Oh, my dear daugh- 
ter I where are you at this moment ? in the hands of that 
cruel monster! I entreat you as a wife, a mother, your own 
wife, to yield and suffer them — one of them, if not both — ^to 
make the effort. You will reproach yourself forever after- 
ward unless you give yOur consent now. 

Sir Henry Clinton, for it was none else than that brave 
man, who, for reasons of his own was here a passenger on 
board the Vulture, allowed his lady to vent her grief and her 
desire in words before he attempted to speak ; then turning 
around and looking calmly but decidedly into her face, he 
said : 

" Georgiana, you must not ask what it is impossible to 
grant. We are but a few miles from that rebel's nest, and 
Vaughkn has resolved to bum them out, and how can he 
spare two of his chief officers, when so much depends on 
suddenness and promptitude ? Do not urge it at tlus critical 
moment. Duty is above all other considerations." 

" Oh, my child ! my child I and must I sacrifice thee at 
the shrine of duty ? Oh, surely the God who gave thee to 
us would look down with leniency upon a neglect that would 
save life and restore thee. Would that I coulc^ as easily 
fall before my sovereign at this moment — as easily as I can 
before my God, and my husband, and I am sure that the 
parental jteeling of the good king would yield at once, and 
save even a whole city willingly, though they be rebels, for 
the sake of saving that dear girl,that he put his hand upon 
■imd said, ' bless thee, child, for as thou art beautiful now. 
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what wilt thou be m womanhood?' Could he but see her, 
and hear me I ^Oh, Clinton, yield, yield as you love me, and 
would save yourself from bitter days !" 

"Duty, duty," was the only answer the agitated father 
gave, as he Mndly led the fainting lady to her seat, and 
turned away toward the cabin door, which opened at that 
moment, when there entered two young men dressed in the 
different uniforms of the army and of the navy, to which they 
severally belonged. They were about the same age, and of 
the true English build of body; firm, stout, and yet lithe of 
limb ; full of animal energy and of great moral force. Though 
evidently proud of their station, and ready to do battle in 
behalf of their king, they were for the moment under the 
same spell that held Sir Henry and his lady ; one of the two 
bore the femily contour of face, and was recognized at once 
as a son ; while the other, of de^rker hue, and more athletic 
form even than his companion, unmistakably belonged to 
some branch of the Clintons, of which there are many. 
The one ran to his mother, who folded him in her arms, and 
sobbing out, said : " Spare me, O God, one child, since the 
other has gone. Thy ways are mysterious. The one that 
was truly the fawn for gentleness and grace, has fallen into 
the jaws of the wolf; and the other, exposed to every danger, 
is here. How long, thou knowest, O God ! O my Gx>d !" . 

The son was silent on her bosom, but his eyelids swam in 
moisture, as he was whispering some words in the ear of the 
broken-hearted mother, who seemed to give little heed for 
some minutes, tiU by and by she caught his meaning, what- 
ever that was, and became as still as a child asleep, evidently 
deeply absorbed in what he was communicating. He rose 
up kissing her cheek, which she returned with such transport, 
that it appeared more like a farewell embrace than a simple 
adieu. There were intelligent glances passing between 
^mother and son, which a watchnil observer would have 
understood to mean a mutual understanding as they parted. 

In the meantime, the companion of young Clinton, who 
had j'ust entered, was entreating his uncle to take the respon- 
sibUity of allowing him to leave immediately on the search 
after the captive lady, whom we may guess to be none else 
than Miss Margaret Clinton, the present ward of our yoimg 
Dutch maiden, Elsie Schuyler of Hoogenhuisen. The knight 
was invulnerable to all entreaty, and even angry at the 
urgency of the youth ; though no doubt his anger was put orf 
to save himself from an open outburst of feeling. 

10 
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** Urge me no more, Bertram, as you love me and woidd 
serve your king. It woald ill become even me^ thonffh I had 
the power, to release you from the duty lust now berore you, 
sinoe it is mine to encourage merit and bravery, rather than 
to screen a coward." 

" Uncle ! Sir Henry, what do you mean ?" said the fiery 
youth, at the sound of the word coward, ahnost forgetting 
the distance between himself and the party addressed. 

** I mean," said the knight, ** that my nephew's name must 
never be associated with that of coward, even by the breath 
of suspicion, to which it would be certainly liable if he should 
be allowed to have his own way.'* 

** God knows, and Sir Henry knows, that the dangers I 
would encounter are tenfold more than those I would avoid, 
and most willingly would we encounter both were time not 

so precious ; anotner day, and my d " . He was goin^ to 

say my dear Margaret, but checked himself by ^saymg, 
" cousin will be on the road to tlie vallev of Ske-nuda-wa on 
the Susquehanna, where that villain Kiskataam said his wig- 
'wam ^as still standing. Could I get within pistol-shot of him ■ 
that serpent eye of his would not fascinate another bird 
from its twig, and that smooth, wily tongue would, not tell 
another Indian lie in the shape of a tale." 

Silence prevailed in that small circle for some minutes, 
and when it was broken, it was by the chief in self-reproaches 
at his* own former laxity of duty. 

** If I had but refused that bewitching child her request, of 
coming up this cursed fine river with us, there would have 
been no trouble ; but her voice has always been law to me on 
all things where her love of nature and of the romantic are 
so perfect. Her raptures as she surveyed this new country 
and this river, that I hate to look at now, always charmed 
me and made herself more beautiful; and by these very 
means I have lost her altogether. I should have resisted her « 
to the last, and I am justly punished for my tenderness." 

" Clinton I Clinton !" said the lady, " do not blame yoiu-- 
self nor the dear child, for the &ult lies with me. I besged 
on her behalf that she might see the dominions of Uiose 
Indian kings that she admired; and that fidse-tongued 
serpei^t told her so much of those mountains which we 
now see in bold outline, that her imagination became fired 
at the prospect, so that I really thought at the time, hei 
brain might become fevered, unless she were gratified wit) 
the sight of them. That bnflimX, iaxv^^ \vaa always bee 
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to her a source of exquisite pleasure and pain. Now I fear 
that her death ^must follow. Ah, poor child ! how I loved to 
hear thee tell us of Switzerland, and. of Scotland, and wish 
that yon could onty see fix)m the t<^ of some high mountain 
on the Tale of the Hudson. Thou wQt look down, but it will 
be as the poor &wn which is caught in the claws of the 
eagle for prey, and taken to the cM* overhanging the gulf, 
either to be devoured or dashed to pieces." 

These lamentations from both the parents were more in 
the form of a soliloquy than as addresed to others, for they 
were all disinclined to hold conversati(»i upon the subject ; 
and yet it was necessary that some counsel should be had 
concerning future operations, after the attack should be 
passed, which had been already determined upon. Sir Henry 
was willing to hear propositions in prospect, but would not 
venture anything at the present moment. . He rather wished 
to give the license, but after what he had said of duty, would 
not propose it. 

**I never could bear the hateful savage," said the knight, 
\vith great bitterness ; '^ and had my oounsel been followed, 
he would have been dismissed from the service long 
since. He always quailed under my eye since I ordered him 
to leave head-quarters, where he was found in too close proxi- 
mity ^or any one but a friend, or a spy. ' I believed him to 
be the man who carried the report of our planned attack upon 
Fort Washington.'* 

** Yes, your Excellency," said Bertram, " it was your dis- 
like to him that kindled hb revenge, so that he has nui*sed 
it ever since his last journey to the north and west, and he 
found the diance too easily when he obtained the help and 
the countenance of another." 

" Of another 1" all exdaimed at the same moment. " Who 
else, and why should any one have any design upon such a 
pure being jis Margaret ?" 

- ** It may not be known to you," continued Bertram, " that 
ray cousin was urgently pressed to receive the addresses of 
Colonel Clifford, previous to that unhappy affiiir between 

him and his friend C , which led first to the separation of 

him from his young and beautHul wife, and then to her 
death, when C— — vowed eternal revenge, which made you, 
Sir Henry, deem it best to send Clifford to the north, under 
the command of Burgoyne, who gave hin the charge of Fort 
Niagara. I go over these points for the purpose of making 
out what we used to call a hypothesis." 



2a50 THE DUTCH DCOOHIB. 

"Well, Bertram, you are very long in coming to the 
point ; please reach your conclusion as quickly as possible.'* 

" ^skataam incidentally mentioned the name of Clifford, 
as an officer he had seen, and when I innocently asked the 
Indian if he knew the commander of Fort Niagara, he 
hesitated to answer, and then waived the r^ly, which I could 
not account for in any other way than by his being under the 
pay of Clifford, and he has come on here at this time, both to 
gratify his revenge against Sir Henry and to do the wicked 
work of his master," 

**But Clifford," said Lady Clinton, "would not dare to 
return to society again. He knows that the king would 
never allow a man so lost to honor to see his face in the 
army, or his name upon the list." 

" My dear aunt," said Bertram, *' men under the power 
of a fierce passion, will rather lose their souls than go ungra- 
tified. Like a wild animal, Clifford thinks only upon the . 
object of his desire. Honor, peace, and future reward, here 
or hereafter, are all thrown away for the time, so that his 
mind may be bent on the one thing before him. He is just * 
such a man." 

Sir Henry, wm sat in astonished silence during Bertram's 
ricital of his suspicions, broke in here, by saying it was 
utterly impossible that Clifford, or any man of the army, 
could be so lost to honor and ingratitude as ever to act so 
unworthy a part, after the responsibility which was taken by 
myself to remove him where the stigma would not be seen. 
Besides, I had a letter from him lately, in which he expresses 
himself in the most becoming manner, . See, there it is 
at this moment. It refers. to matters of a public nature 
chiefly, but a postscript is added, in which his remembrances 
of my kindness are made in the most delicate and appro- 
priate manner." 

" Please, sir, to say who it was that brought you that com- 
munication,'* said Bertram, with great readiness. " If it was 
the Indian my suspicions are confirmed." 

" It was the villain Kiskataam,'* said the sorrowful father, 
now fairly infected with the same feeling with his nephew ; 
" and here, in further woof, he says, that business wHl call 
him down to the frontier, where the plan is being carried 
out, along with the Mohawk chief, to remove some captives 
from the rebel's country back to the Fort Niagara. He will 
be happy to receive any commands from me, or from Miss 
Margaret, either concerning the war or the romance of this! 
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wonderM country, where nature plays on her harp equal to . 
herself." 

" Yes," said Bertram, ", the dislionored man is somewhere 
up there, and is at this very hour watching the ship and 
waiting for bis prey. There is no time to lose, and smce we 
are not to be allowed to leave to-night in search of Margaret, 
I may as well, in the presence of my aunt and of Clarence, lay 
my own suit at your feet, and beg you to smile upon our 
plighted faith." 

"Bertram," said Sir Henry, in amazement, "I have no 
daughter, and if all you tell us be true, there will be but pain 
remaining for you, and for us, increased by the consent you 
would obtain m a moment, did I but know how to direct 
you honorably." 

** Oh," said Bertram, *' I could run over the mountains like 
the deer, with the name of the loved one on my Hps ; and 
hear me she would. Your consent would give me wings." 

" Hear me, then," said the grieved soldier. " Were my 
daughter present, I would put your hands in one,' and give 
you my blessing. In the meantime, we must to duty, and 
perhaps a flag of truce to my cousin George, the Ulster rebel, 
may be effectuaL We shall see." ^ 

The ship had turned the Elbow,* and was catching the wind 
sufficiently, so that she might at any moment come to anchor. 
A stiff breeze from the southwest was bringing her into the 
Roundout Creek, where, under cover of the night, they 
intended to land a body of men, who would march up to the 
village of Sopus, bum and destroy it, and return immediately. 
A company being detailed off^ and put under the command 
of a superior officer, who was to have Clarence Clinton as 
his aid ; . Bertram begged, and was allowed to go along as a 
volunteer, he being a heutenaut in the naval service on board 
of this same ship. 

" Now, Georgiana, I would give a thousand pounds thii^ 
day, were you back in New York. This is no place for you, 
though jon be the wife of a soldier," This was said by Sir 
Henry, m a spirit that showed his mortification at being 
caught in such a mean attack, which he would have been 
glad enough to have read about, but to be so near as this, 
would be to identify him with it. Besides, the loss of his 
daughter affected him almost stiperstitiously ; and he would 
have countermanded- Yaughan's orders, if he durst have 

* A point on the river. 
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taken tbe responsibility. Lack of deeision was ever bis great 
defect. 

**' I could wish myself back in England, and yon with me," 
said the Lady Georgiana, *^ were we honorably out of this 
murderous war. I l^eye the judgment of the Almighty is 
falling on us for the share we hare had in robbing so many 
hearl^tones. O God, what right have we to complain of 
thy justice, when we are engaged in the very act of destroy- 
ing the peace of a whole village." 

** Georgiana, do have mercy upon ine at this hour, if you 
have none upon yourself. You know that this landing is en- 
tirely contrary to my mind. I feel that it must end against 
us ; and it will* ruin the plan that I have been preparmg for six 
months past. You know what pains I have been at ; indeed, 
I may say we have had, to c-onciliate these colonial cousins 
of ours, now all frustrated by this headstrong vanity of 
Yaughan. Nevfer would I have given my consent to what 
must break up all our chances of bringing over the rery head 
of this new State, and a general to boot. Curse Yaughan 
for all this." And with that he went on deck, where he 
found his son, who, with a restrained voice, asked hi& Other's 
blessing. 

While together, Bertram and Clarence had formed a des- 
perate plan, to which the mother was to be jwivy — ^to leave 
mmiediately after the attack was completed, and have their 
names appear among the missing, for which no one would be 
responsiole but themselves. They hoped to be able to justify 
their conduct by their success. In the meantime, it was 
necessary to inform Lady Geor^ana, lest her heart ^would 
break at the thought^of their being dead, or prisoners among 
the barbarous rebels. ' In the anxious and excited state of 
the mother^s mind, the scheme was listened to with delight; 
and when parting, she exhorted her son to do his " duty 
like a gallant man first, and then pursue the murderous 
villain to the end of the eaith ; but bring me back my dear 
child — your own sister, my son, and there is my blessing." 
"But what shall I say to your father, when he finds you 
have not come m with the rest ? I must weep, and yet be 
satisfied that you have gone on my errand." 

" Sir Henry," said the youth, " will bear up well till we 
return, which cannot be more than a week at the most; and 
i^ you see a fire on the mountain — ^that second highest peak 
that we admired to day— at midnight, after fort)^ight hours, 
or twenty-four hours beyond that time, know that we .are 
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safe, and have got trace of Margaret ; tell mj father, and he 
will revive." 

*' Go, then," said the mother, " but I tremble lest you be 
lost in the mountains. Now I think of it, that rebel cousin 
of your father's, in one of his letters, sent me this hair ring, 
which his daughter worked for me. You see that it has 
the initials of her name in the centre. Should you get 
into difficulty, take this, and here is a copy of the note I 
sent to her, with my thanks. These will prove you to be 
our son, and the blood relation of that same mock gover- 
nor." ' . 

" We will keep out of his way, for he may play Brutus, 
and condemn us all the more surely that we are his kindred. 
I have a more certain way of escape than that," said Cla- 
rence. "I have heard that same false Kiskataam tell of his 
E laces of defence on the tops of these mountains. You saw 
im sitting with us a whole hour, and pointing along the 
ridges, marking out distinctly the cloves, and telling us of 
the roads which lead over the country, so that I can have but 
little difficulty in tracing him, with some help from the inha- 
bitants. One spot of great interest he told us of, and which 
seemed to have attractions above the rest, even to him, 
where two little lakes lie close to each other, on the sides of 
these hills, fed from the suiTOunding heights, looking like 
twin sisters brimful of love, surging over their affections in 
a stream that quietly steals through the trees till it dashes 
over a hi^h precipice a few miles below, then finds its way 
to this nver. I can follow that as my guide, and find . him 
safely lodged among his own thickets." 

*^ Clarence, you are too like your sister in that romantic 

Sirit. She told me of these lakes, and of the tradition of 
e Indians connected with them. She was in rapture at the 
very prospect of seeing them, and of telling me the story on 
their verge. It grieves me to the soul to recall her descrip- 
tion as the false flatterer gave it to her. It may lead yo*i 
astray, as she has been decoyed ; so depend not upon any- 
thing you have heard from him, but make sure, by taking 
these tokens of private friendship to George Clinton. Rebel 
^ that governor is, he must be an honorable man, pos- 
sessed of a warm heart. He will not suffer you to be injured 
should the day go against you." 

With these parting words, more the suggestions* of her 
kind, mater^ breast than the dictates of her cool judgment, 
tbe mother and son separated in doubt* 
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CHAPTER m. 

THB SPOBT OF A FOOL, CASTING FIBEBBANDS, ABBOWi 
AND DEATH. 

** The tempest faUs, 
The weary winds sink breathless. But who Imows 
What Aereer tempest yet migr shalte this night." 

Thomsok.*' 

The Lady Clinton saw how a false movement on her part 
might bring disgrace on her liege lord's fair fame. Her 
woman's wit perceived the ground of Vaughan's ill-advised 
attack upon the unoffending people of Sopus, and its con- 
sequences upon Sir Henry's mission. Vaughan would accom- 
plish what he really intended — cutting off all hope of nego- 
tiation with the rebel governor. To counteract the certain 
evil effects to her family, who might be brought to plead for 
his help, was now her secret aim. 

The two young men agreed upon their signals and on 
where they were to meet : two shrill whistles at brief inter- 
vals of time, an hour after midnight, unless they met earlier, 
should the attack be successfully made and over before 
that time. Bertram had possessed Clarence with the same 
opinion he had formed himself, that Kiskataam was on his 
way to Canada by the western route, and their only chance 
of overtaking him was to start up the mountain at the 
nearest point, and get beyond the rebel border, when, as 
king's officers, they would pass .free through the country 
of the friendly tribes, who were the only inhabitants west of 
the Kaatsbergs. "We can get before them," said that 
ardent youth, "for they must travel slowly for Margaret's 
sake." 

"But you said that you believed Clifford was in this 
scheme, and will he not be ready to 'receive her with suf- 
ficient force to resist our attempt at rescue ?" 

"Let us trust to chance for that; none but the brave 
deserve the fair. A traitor is always a coward ; and I am 
persuaded that the arch hypocrite dare not show himself to 
Margaret, the daughter of his patron and friend, till the 
romance is pressed out of her mind, through her captivity 
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and ^ef. He then will appear as her delivering angel, 
claiming her hand in gratitude.'^ 

" Your lovcJ, Bertram, has made your fancy creative ; but 
it is as well that we be prepared for the worst. Here let us 
swear fealty on her behalf 5 living or dying, we are one," 

" Agreed," said the other, as he took hold of his friend's 
hand ; " and whoever survives to-night, shall carry out the 
plan to the end." 

The order to march ran secretly along the line, whqn the 
sense of duty swallowed up everything of individual interest. 
The sacking of a village or the changing of a guard was the 
same to men under a rule of iron. The corps held their way, 
guided by some men of the country in the king's cause, 
through a broken piece of land for about three miles from 
the river. The greatest caution was used ; not a word above 
a whisper was spoken, for the troops of king George had 
learned well enough that it was dangerous to go hunting, 
on these hunting-grounds, so far away from Windsor Castle. 
The reputation of the XJlster militia for bravery had been 
heard of ere this, and the party might be caught in their own 
trap — a very common thing in those times. 

*' Are these Dutchmen as good at handling arms as the 
Yankees?" whispered Clarence to a private at his side, 
whom he knew to be a native of the country, and who, at the 
present time, acted as one of the guides. " Do you suppobe 
they will fight ? or do they know sufficient of this quarrel to 
risk their lives against the king's troops?" 

" Fight I" said the other, " yes, and on principle, too, as I 
am a living man. There is not one of them but knows their 
rights, and their wrongs too, for that matter. Their Dominie 
instructs them in all these affairs, and drills them into line, 
Sunday and week day." , 

"And does something of the fighting too, you think, if I 
. may guess from your speech ?" This was said with a sly 
sneer, which the young officer could not hide. 

" The use of the sword is not despised by these Dominies ; 
«nd some of them go so far as to insist that the minister 
should carry the ark before the army, as the priests did in 
the old wars ; and if you, sir, had looked as often as I have 
into the large, black eyes of the man who teaches the folks 
where we are going, you would believe as I do." This was 
said with so much warmth of feeling, that Clarence began to 
suspect that he was speaking to a partisan of the country. 

" So then you know and rather respect this man jou Oil! 

10^ 
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the Dominie up here P how does it happen that we have you 
here in our ranks ?" said the officer, with some sharpqess, as 
he looked into the man's face^to ascertain the effect it might 
have upon him.- 

** This cause, sir, like another M-e read of, has set father 
agmnst son, and son against £ither." This was said* with 
feeling. "It is enough," he contmued, "that I am now 
imder the king's flag, and sworn to be true. I can be this 
without losing* my reverence for the Dominie, or my love of 
his flock. He will fight if he needs to take the field ; and my 
advice to you is, keep out . of the range of his gun, if you 
want to leave the field a living man." 

** Ah, a good shot is he ?" said the interroffator. " I love 
the man that can shoot straight and fair on ail sides, thougli 
I should hate to be taken down by a priest. How shall I 
know him in the field?" 

** My description," said the earnest young man, not mind- 
ing the jests of his superior, " will not be required. He lets 
his- presence be heard and felt. He has little mercy upon a 
Tory; and if I were to foil into liis hands, he would do with 
me as he did to a mean Cowboy, tie me to his horse's tail, 
and ride me to death." 

** And would you stand patiently to be tied ?" said 
Clarence, laughing quietly at the guide's solemnity. " He 
must have great power over you, since he could not keep you 
near him." 

"That is' a tale by itself, sii*," said the private; "but were 
I to see his three-cornered hat there before my fice at this 
moment;, I would stand still and deliver arms; for then would 
I be certain that his long Geneva bands would hang at Uis 
breast, his white locks be streaming over liis shoulder ; and 
my heart would cease to beat that instant." 

" Certainly he must be a dangerous man, to be so near ns 
at this time, and we depending on your guidance. I must 
watch you, and treat you as /they do horses that are led out 
of a fire, throw a sack over your eyes ; and then you will be 
but a blind guide. But what makes you look so fixedly ? 
What do you hear ? You cannot see anything in the dark ?" 

" The old church drum is beating the alarum J There will 
be fun in old Sopus before morning." 

"Church drum!" said Clarence, in laughing surprise. 
** Do they call the people here to church by tuck of drum ? 
A well diilled flock they must me. His wardens, then, must 
be captains and sergeants, and his clerk a bugler*" 
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"By tliis time the invading force had reached a rising 
ground, from which the village could be seen in daylight, 
but was now only discernible by the twinkling tapers carried 
unsteadily in all directions. To a lively imagination, like 
that of Clarence's, they were like spirits disturbed in their 
rest, and were now in the act of arousing their wards of the 
hunia*-^ race against tlie approach of their enemy, that like a 
huge vampire stood perched on that mound ready to descend 
and destroy. Silence reigned through the company. Tiie 
officers consulted in whispei'S ; all seera.ed to be waiting for 
the word to go forward ; nor did they wait long, for two 
dark ligures, that rose at a signal, stood before the rest, and 
were met by the chief in command, who soon returned and 
gave the word " forward !" 

The orders were to burn the stores and the public buildings, 
to spare the inoffensive inhabitants, and to kill only those 
who offered resi.-^tance. Tliey rushed down in double quick 
time, and were soon .on the streets of the place^ which pre- 
sented a spectacle of activity, showing that some notice 
had been given of their approach, and that the people were 
moving their household stuff from then* dwellings in all 
directions. On a road over which Bertram passed with his 
men, going to the noith, were horses and oxen, drawing 
rude carriages piled with liousehold goods, and women with 
their children, who were giving forth all the sounds of yomig 
humanity when suddenly raised out of their nests. With 
round tables, of the time of King Arthur, were seen glitter- 
ing esciitoirs of mahogany, brought from Holland. Clarence 
stumbled upon an old vrow, who bore off a set of chui:i, 
while following her was a young damsel carrying a huge 
antique looking-glass, that had reflected the face of her 
grandmother when a biide in the Nederlands. A rude 
soldier tossed, vnih his musket, a bundle out of the hand of 
a full-bottomed matron, which turned out to be a silver tea- 
pot, and other plate of v:due ; but his oflicer comin|y up, pre- 
vented the spoliation, so that she carried off her prize, which 
became from that moment the more valuable. Screams wei'o 
heard from the dwellings, caused through fear more than 
hurt, while men were seen in the yards behind the houses 
running to the rendezvous, where Colonel Haasbronk was 
mustering his men and preparing for the defence. Amon jf 
tliese people were found some of the most prominent in the 
convention, and not a few of the reverend Dominies who had 
figured that day in the ecclesiastical assembly, with their lay 
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brethren by their side ; thougb it is on record that the 
majority of both Convocations took to their heels, and never 
stoj^d till they reached the village of *Hnrley, where they 
met next day, and sent out strong resolutions against the 
audacious enemy who had dared to bum them out. A song 
called "The Race to Hurley" is simg with great gusto 
among the mischievous men of the place, who think it the 
greatest sport that ever happened. 

Hme pressed upon the invaders, each one being fur- 
nished with a torch dipped in tar, and his orders given 
to ))um only public stores; but the blood of the tiger 
was up, and words could not restrain him, more espe- 
cially when liquors in abundance were at hand. The heads 
of casks were driven in at a stroke, which allowed the 
soldier, always thirsty, to dip his month into the drink till 
he became satisfied. Fire and alcohol gained the mafitery, 
and all the generals in King George's army, with himself at 
their head, cpuld not have" stayed the havoc of a general 
conflagration. The officers fought with their own jnen, 
sweai-ing as only soldiers can swear at such times ; but what 
does a drunken mercenary care for life or property when led 
to their destruction according to the laws of cruel war. It 
was not the soldiery, however, who wrought the 'chief damage 
to the private citizens, but their own neighbors in disguise, 
who, having grudges in their hearts of long standing, and 
being made aware, secretly, of what was coming, under the 
cloak of serving the good cause, gratified their own revenge 
by lighting the houses and the barns of the Whig population, 
and thus effecting a destruction of property which would 
have required an army of a thousand men in the same length 
of time to have prevented or stayed. 

In one half hour after commencing their raA''ages, the bugle 
soupded a retreat. The deeds of fire and blood were done, 
and these are seeds which must yield the most noxious fruits 
in time to come. These blackened walls should be left, so 
that the yet unborn child, when it comes of age, may ask, how 
came these monuments of a former period to be placed there ? 
And the answer shall be, " There c^me upon us a band of 
bloody assassins, worse than the Wolves or the red men, 
pouring their fury upon us, and we cursed their day." 

It was but the work of half an hour, and though the bugle 
sounded loud and shrill, it was no easy matter to gather up 
the stragglers, who had dispersed for booty and other objects. 
Such as were not insensible to danger flew to the gathering 
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spot, while the blaring notes told the militia, who were 
coming in large numbers, that now was their time. The 
blazing dwellings showed, to* their watchful eyes, many of 
their enemies, who were seen, some dancing like demons in 
drmikenness, and others, skulking behind in the dark, equally- 
demoniac, while the sudden repoit of a gwh^ and the sharp 
shriek which followed, declared the death of some other vic- 
tim of this night's work. The English commander saw the 
necessity of a rapid movement, as tlje danger of being sur- 
rounded was becoming every moment more imminent, and 
it was therefore with wise precaution that he had left a party 
behind to keep open his retreat; for already, on the road to. 
the river. Captain Henry Schoonmacker had assembled a 
number of the true-hearted militia to intercept ; and perhaps 
be might have succeeded had not the Dominie come up at 
that time and warned him, in true hunter's style, against 
putting the catamount in a comer. * 

" Give a bridge of gold to a flying enemy," said the good 
man, " else he will fight through and kill hip and thigh. Let 
us to the fences, and smite them as the wise men of the east 
did at Lexington — lie in ambush, as the kindereen of Jsrael 
did before Ai." 

The Dominie was obeyed as if he had been captain. The 
men all lay down flat on their faces, but the reverend man him- 
self and Schoonmacker who stood behind a tree, reconnoiter- 
ing the approach of the enemy. The Dominie saw them the 
the mompnt they rose on the high gi-ound east of the village ; 
his fingers got uneasy, and his gun came to his eye ; when 
crack went the piece, which broi\ght the word " Halt" from 
the English leader, who marked the point whence the flash 
appeared. Captain Schoonmaker, mad at the Dominie, cried 
out '* Yat dat for ? You've fired afore the time cam once." 

"I could not help it," said the enraged Dominie. " I heard 
that Skitilink Yaacob Tenbroek laughing among them, and I 
thought I might hit him ; but now that they know we are 
here, let us all give it to them. And with that the brave, 
good man roared out " fire,'' when a scattering volley made 
the woods ring. No damage was done to the invaders ; but 
as it would be riskiiig too much to pass by the defenders, a 
party was detailed to dislodge them, a matter not perceived 
by the eager watchers, who were prepared to take the soldiers 
iu. flank; when, to their own great surprise, they were at- 
tacked with a fuiy in the rear, which made them tumble ofi* 
helter-skelter in all directions^ kavmg the main road cleai'i 
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4own which the king's party passed at rapid pace, for well 
they knew that time was worth more to them than gold. Tho 
Whigs, though spread over the field for a short space, soon 
came together, and pursuing along the skirts of the woods 
and behmd the walls gave out fresh volleys, which did no 
liarm, as all was yet quite dark. These were returned at 
short intervals, more for tho purpose of frightening their 
pm-suers, and keeping them at bay, than in exp*ectation of 
doing execution. It was dui-ing one of these halts that Cla- 
rence perceived ttat Gabriel Smidt, the guide with whom ho 
had held the private confabulation on the way up, gave a start, 
and then fell flat to the ground, which surprised his officer 
very much, as he had Miown more than common bravery 
all the night throughout, which made him ask : 

" What do you see there that makes you fall back as if 
you were shot ?'» 

" Do you see that black' spot on the fence there, no bigger 
than a crow ?" said Smidt. " Look how it rises higher and 
higher.'* 

" Well, what of it ?» said the other. " What if it be a 
crow, a drop of lead will bring it down, even though it were 
a witch. I could hardly believe that a man of your temper, 
from what I have Seen of you, would be frightened* by a 
scarecrow I" 

*' Laugh as you please, that cocked hat, as I told you, has 
^made me more afraid than a dozen of rebels, at another time. 
I feel at this moment as I used to do when I could not say 
my Heidelburg.'* 

" Pugh I" said an Englishman at his side, " is that all ? 
let me put a piU through it, and I wiU say my catechism aU 
the better after it is over." 

" You shall not do it," said the Dutchman, " else you and I 
are enemies forever. The image of my old mother is now be- 
fore itte, saying ' Gaby, Gaby, min' de Domuiie.' " • 

But the Englishman had no such scruples, and before his 
comrade had time to interfere, the firelock had spoken, and 
to the astonishment of all, and the horror of Gabiiel, the hat 
stood up as brave as ever. 

" Does not that prove," said Gabriel, " what my good old 
mother always said, that these ministers were black owls to 
shoot at ? I never saw the man yet that prospered after he 
lifted his hand to smite one of them." 

*' Give me a good fat steak and I will venture the shot,'' 
was the unbelievmg cockney's sneering reply. 
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" See,*' said Clarence, suddenly startled himself, " all the 
fence k Ibied with lieads, and that as far a3 we can see. We 
must dislodge that pertinacious crew once more. True 
enouf;A, tiiey sit like so many crows — rather ravens ready 
to pick our bones. Not quite yet, boys." The men were 
ordered to lie flat on the ground till measures could be taken 
to dig fine rebels out, or find a way to the left, and give them 
a wide berth. This would have been the plan, only there 
were vc'ces heard in that very direction, so that appearances 
showe J '.hat they were surrounded, and must fight their way 
to the river, in the face of thousands. While waiting in coun- 
cil, Gp.oricl Smidt crawled up to the fence, and climbing over, 
he lai'i Aold of that same cocked hat, which soon lost its ter- 
rors w hen Ire perceived that the whole was but a ruse to gain 
time. 'X he hats were all put on poles, and placed on the top of 
the fence, so that from their regularity and number, they 
seemed a company of men waiting with muskets ready to dis- 
charge their fire. Gabriel took the old hat, putting it on his 
own head in real waggery, which nearly cost him his life ; for 
no sooner did they see it move, than twenty muskets were 
fired at once, none of them taking effect, for there followed 
the loud laugh of the discoverer, and as loud a curse at the 
*' old Hieceiver " for the trick he had put upon them, which 
they regarded almost in the light of a defeat. 

Notwithstanding all this levity, the leaders were far from 
being at ease in their minds. It was plain that time was 
gained by the country party by these tricks, and that was 
loss to themselves ; and it would have been fatal to the king's 
troops, indeed, had there been proper discipline observed on 
the other side. Instead of silence, they let their voices be 
heard, so that the ship's company were made aware of the 
danger, and sending up a few rockets, whicli were under- 
stood as telegraphip signs of waniing by their friends ashore, 
who parsed till they heard the firing of the ship's guns, that 
reached the field where the militia were in ambuscade', allow- 
ing a reinforcement to land and follow up the advantage. 
Beset in front and rear, the Dominie's party had to make 
way and allow the regular soldiers to pm*sue their course. 
The reverend man was seen walking in front of the men, 
exhorting them to keep steady and not to fire too soon. 

" Yaw," said Captain Schoonmaker ; "do as de Dominie 
bids, not as he does. But dere now ; hear dat ;" and there 
came a round ball whizzing through the air close by the rank. 
Then a second, and then a shower of grape that fell like hail 
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among the trees. The men, mieasy and seeing no enemy, 
scattered, as the Dominie said to them when iic got on the 
other side of a kn6ll : " Cowardly creatunrs that you are ! 
fleeing like so many sheep." 

"Yaw! yawl" said a staid-looking farmer, v»hora they 
sometimes called Elder. " De sliepherd vleeth in de front 
of te flock vaster dan te rest." 

"And where would you have a shepherd be hut in the 
front of his flock, as David always was ? Read the tenth 
chapter of Johannes and hear : ' Zoo gaat hij voor hen heen ; 
en de schapen volgen hem ovennits zij zijne stem kenen.' " 

i' What IS that he says ? Can't he speak so as we can all 
understand him, instead of that jabber of chapters?" This 
was asked by a Yankee who had become mixed up with the 
crowd. " What does that parson of yours mean ? the incon- 
sistent body that he is. He would &ce a cannon, and yet he 
runs faster than the rest of us now." 

" He says, ' When he putteth Ibrth his own sheep, he 
goeth before them and the shee^ follow him : for they know 
his voice.' He can give you Scripture for what he does." 

" Yes, and if he were to nm behind, he could give us the 
same Scripture. I do not like those men that blow hot and 
cold with the same breath." 

" You better keep a quiet sugh, my man, for you are now 
among the Ulster Militia, and that is our Dominie. Touch 
bim and you touch us. We are that man's sheep." 

" And I suppose you call hun the bell-wether, or the big 
ram, rather, judging from his two horns. But now I remem- 
ber, he left his hat with its horns on the stake beside the 
fence, keeping his head safe." 

" Vat's dftt you say, you duiyel snip ? If you blaspheme 
de Dominie y^ must pay de fine ;" and the Yankee found 
himself seized by the collar. Two of his comrades took 
offence at his freedom of speech, which brought the reverend 
man himself to the spot, who soon settled the quarrel by a 
sharp reprimand, which had itg effect on all, diverting their 
minds from the rather sheepish flight they were now taking 
homeward to the burning village, after chasing their foes to 
the ship. 
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'CHAPTER IV. ^ 

MORE DANGERS THAN A BATTLE. 

*' A double victory thou must gain, 
In this emprise the merit of success. 
One battle lust, makes all thine efforts vain, 
« Makes glory shame, and luxury nakedness.'*' 

Tasso. 

The young Clintons were cousins— the one was brotlier 
and the other. lover to the lost Margaret, Avho had been 
abducted from on board the Vulture, on her voyage up tlu 
river, by Kiskataam. Both the young men were sworn t > 
find out the young lady or perish in the attempt. 

Clarence, son of Sir Henry, baing in the land service, and 
feeling greater responsibility than his cousin, was more 
oppressed in spirit on leaving his command. He would bo 
reported aniong the missing, but his sense of honor was so 
that a feather would have changed the balance between his 
duty* and his affection. The feelings of his father anX 
the risk he ran of being dishonored, were far more, m his 
esteem, than the dangers he feared of being in a hostile 
region. As he mused; he recalled the promise he had miida 
to Bertram, and he became decided. When he reached the 
try sting place, it was surrounded by country people, who 
had crowded behind the knoll to shelter themselves from the 
ship's artillery; and nothing remained, therefore, for the 
young soldier but' to take to the fields, and trust to luck. 
The flames of the burning village rose high, and by that in- 
explicable influence by which a fire at night attracts all 
animals, man with the rest, he turned his face thither, hop- 
ing that chance would do something for him. Perhaps he 
had something like an undefinable notion that he might tall 
in with his father's cousin George, the governor, and obtain, 
through his mother's name, an'd sign, a pass through the hos- 
tile ground, though his feeUngs and determination were to 
pursue his own way, so as to get to the mountains before tlie 
morning fully dawned. This was all he knew of the dis- 
tance between the river and the high lands. 

In walking along by hii^self he had time, and was in the 
mood, for reflection. He felt like a man who had been' 
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roused into passion, but who now becoming cool, inquires of 
liimseLf why he was so mad. *' Is it," he asked, " like Christ- 
ians to become incendiaries ? Can the king give the right 
to trample upon life and domestic peace ? Wfere not these 
quiet people defending their homes and their altars? No 
wonder though the Almighty is augry with our family. 
Why should 1 and the rest of the army not suffer ? I never 
expect to see my sister in this world. A curse on this war." 

This soliloquy, expressed audibly, nearly cost him his life ; 
tor the sound of the human voice goes far in the fields at 
night. Superstition is quick-eared. The one -who listened 
at this witching hour was no coward, though equally as 
uneasy in mind as Clarence. Gabriel Smidt, the guide of 
the attacking party, had also taken through tlie fields after 
convoying the king's troops to the ship, for a reason of his 
own. He recognized the voice and the gait of the young 
Englishman. Without more ado, he made himself Imowo^ 
and while the recognition was awkward on both side^ men 
like them, accustomed to sudden surprises, and in the habit 
of watching against ' them, soon get over their feelings. 
Their effort was to hide their real intentions. 

" I have left something behind me in yon village that I 
would not lose for a thousand pounds," said Clarence. 

" There has been qaany a fine thing lost there this night,'* 
said the private, " and among others, some things lie there 
which will never be gathered up." On saying this, he cast 
his eye sidewise, as if trying to scan the face of his com- 
panion, who, though he did not relish the jest, was in no 
place to resent it ; so turning the conversation on other mat- 
ters of a more general kind, he said : 

".From appearances, we must be a long mile yet from the 
village," 

" That depends," said the imperturbable Gabriel, " upon a 
man's feelings. It is a longer way for me now, when my 
heart is heavy, than it was when I worked on these fields, 
and Went home with heavy heels, and a hungry belly ; but 
to you, who have just gained a victory, it pught to be a short 
mile." 

" If I remember," retorted the young officer, with some 
surprise at the turn the conversation was taking, and with a 
degree of alarm which made him finger his belt, *' you had 
some share in that victory; I saw you fighting and firing 
with the best of us. And now l^t me ask you, in the king's 
*name, why you are here ?" 
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" Ha, ha," said Qabriel, " we are both equal here, where 
the king's word is no longer law; but lest you should be 
tempted to do as my superior might do, and which I inighc 
retaliate on you, though your inferior, I will open my mmd 
to you at once, and say what I know of your affairs, and 
that I am under promise to help you in this enterprise." 

" Who could have told you of our intentions ? There is 
but one person besides in the world who knows about me 
here. No matter, then, give me the countersign and we will 
trust each other as far as we know what is in ourselves now, 
till we become better acquainted." 

" Agreed," said Gabriel ; " and now let me take you around, 
so that we may avoid all scouts outside ; for you must know 
that I could go through these lanes blindfolded. But I have 
a message for you from the lieutenant, who expects to meet 
us near this stone barn." The young sailor, in the ardor of 
his feelings, had pushed forward after he found an opportu- 
nity at the nver's edge of sending a token of his sai'ety on 
board the ship, informing Lady CUnton of their escape from 
the dangers of the attack, and of their determination to pur- 
sue their premeditated plan. His eagerness carried him for- 
ward to tne rendezvous before Claren^ and his companion 
had reached it, so that he had time to sit down and reflect 
on the prospect before them. He was not long of hailing his 
friends, who came up to him, and they immediately entered 
upon a council of war: The two Englishmen gave themselves 
up .into the hands of Gabriel, as their only help for the pre- 
sent ; though it must be confessed .that confidence was not 
lying very close to their hearts. 

"My advice," said the prudent guide, who soon discovered 
their fears, " is to obtain the assistance of some one of the 
secret service-men, of whom there are many in these parts 
who know that snake of the mountains Kiskataam, and who 
for a trifle will scotch him with great pleixsure. His haunts 
are well known to these Tory blades, who keep their tongues 
well in, and their knife in a sheath of hypociisy till they get 
the chance of smiting under the fifth rib." 

** Well, can you undertake to fimd the man you describe, 
and make a bargain that will keep him honest ?" 

" Bless your soul, gentlemen," said the guide, " ray life is 
not worth a cabbage head were it known that I am now 
within a hundred paces of my mothei^'s door-yard. Do you 
see that light twmlding there between tnose two trees ? 
Bat you cannot see the trees— trees of a patiiarchal size a^*' 
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before the door; and my good old mother, kind soul, is in the 
old house behind them : and " 

Here his voice grew thick and nature felt the desire to 
overflow in tenderness. Tears came to the eyes of all the 
three in sympathy, and yet an hour ago, thoy saw houses of 
the same kind in flames, and the inmates shrieking and flee- 
ing from them in terror of their life. 

" How comes it," said Clarence, " that you are here witli 
your head in the lion's mouth ? Sobie love affair, no doubt, 
like other men of like passions," 

*' Affection, gentlemen, blazes the same in lich and poor ; 
and when it is pure and powerful, it will* caiTy a man 
through deeper floods than you have ever seen on sea, and 
hotter flames than we have ever seen on land. I must leave 
. you now, so that I may meet the old woman in that house ; 
and then I shall die in peace, if she lay her hand once more 
on my head, and ask over, me a Dutch blessing ' vaart wel;' 
I will send you a guide who is a Tory in his heart and a 
Whig in his speech, follow his direction strictly. I will 
keep a secret watch over you, tiU you get into the Indiail 
country: of one thing be sure, that you do not trust the ras- 
cal with more of your pecret than you can help." With that 
the unhappy man disappeared. 

The two adventurers stood waiting and listening to the 
sounds which came up from the burning buildings, that 
cracked and fell, blazing up as if stirred by demons, who 
shouted and screamed with deviUsh glee. All the evil spirits 
had^not left with the invaders, for the wicked grew wickeder 
so fast that they scarcely knew themselves, so sudden and 
terrible was the transformation wrought upon them in their 
struggle. Dogs howled for their masters ; and for the health 
where they had been accustomed to lie ; women were sob- 
bing or shrieking throughout the whole place, while hud- 
dled in corners were groups of old men and curious boys, 
prophesying and listening to one another concernuig the 
evils that would yet follow thb night's work. Vengeance 
was deep and dark upon the faces of the old ; and scudded 
swiftly over those of the young, as a cloud sweeps over a 
sunny field. 

Clarence, who grew impatient,* crept forward alone to the 
window of a low, dark stone bouse, that stood close by the 
road, where he saw what made him shrink back as if some 
one had struck htm. It was used for the time as the hospital 
of the place, where lay the wounded and the dybg, in their 
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blood and groaning with pain. The Dominio had returned 
from the chase himself, leaving the men to watch the move- 
ments of the ship, which left the village almost without in- 
habitants, except the aged and the decrepit. This was so lar 
favorable to our adventurers, keeping them from being dis- 
covered. The good man was now about his own peculiar 
calling, ministering consolation to the dying and the be- 
' reaved. His exhortations were made up chiefly of Scripture 
from the low Dutch, mixed with the vernacular of the region 
which would have defied the most learned body in all Ger- 
many to have translated literally. 

" Goden. den is villing dat you zal die, Hanse, ande you 
must be villing to go ; you have done your duty, Hanse, as 
a free man dis nicht, ande if you zeek himnie through Christus, 
you are safe." 

He then offered up one of the most fervent prayers that 
ever the listeners heard. Accustomed as they had been to 
the calm, cold manner of the Englisfi church ; and occasion:xlly 
hearing some strolling Methodist, they were unprepared for 
fervor united with spirit-stirring language, which bore mean- 
ing to the understanding as fully as it gave solemnity to the 
mMiner. " He is a man ot' power," Gabriel would have said, 
"whether he be in tlie sici-rooui, or on the battle field." 
He could face Satan's hosts with as hearty good^will as ho 
does the red-coats. He iield as part of his creed, that both 
belonged to the same army ; and it' any one had asked him 
that night, what was the^olor of Apollyon's coat, he would 
have said promptly, " scarlet." 

As he proceeded in his devotions he grew calmer, speaking 
softer ; and it was evideat that his wordi had a most sooth- 
ing influence upon the listeners. His language was now alto- 
gether in the Dutch tongue, as if he had forgotten all but 
that, which he knew was the early speech of the man who 
was dying, and who would recur to that in his last moments. 
" Hoe dierbaer is -uwe goeder tierenheit O Godt, dies de men- 
schen kiuderen onder de jschaduwe uwer vleugelen toevlugt 
nemen." 

" That is true," said some one who came imperceptibly to 
the side of Clarence, who seemed touched with visible emo- 
tion, repeating in the English tongue what was pleasant to his 
heart in the Dutch. " How excellent is thy loving kindness, 
O, Lord ! therefore do the sons of men put their trust under 
the shadow of thy wings." When the young officer turned 
round to see the new comer, he found his Mend Gabriel 



THB DUTCH DOMINIE. * 

again iby bis side, sobbing as a cbild weeps' when his heart is 
nigh broken. It was real grief, and no one was disposed 
there to turn it into ridicule. There was, however, in this 
more than the mere sight of suffering liumanity. Tlie sight 
of that good man, anointing a dyipg sinner through tlie di- 
vine influence ; and by this act of piety, together with former 
remembrances, good and bad, the sei*vices went fartlKn- into 
his soul at that moment than the same ceremonies, gone 
through at any other time, could possibly have done. 

*' Come away," said another person who had remained 
hidden till now. " If you stay here any longer, your frien«l:4 
will fall into the hands of the Philistmes. Heai* how tlioy 
«hout, as they come on'to join their friends." 

"This is the guide I spoke of," said Gabriel. " The su:i 
wiU soon be up and I must hide my face in some hole ; but 
how gliadly would I change places with Hank Snyder iu 
there, to deserve that good man's blessing." 

" Quick I out of this," said the new comer, " else you wid 
get his curse, and a horse-pistol shot to fasten it ; see, he is 
moving to t'he door." 

The four had gathered under the shadow of a large maple- 
tree, and were in close consultation concerning the friture. 
Clarence and Bertram were confounded at the minute know- 
ledge which Gabriel had of theni, and of their purpose, and 
became quite passive in his hands. He entered at once into 
their scheme, and gave directions in such a way as betokened 
authority over the man addressed. 

" You will take these men," said he, " by the quickest and 
the shortest .road to the mountain, through Kiskaatam's 
country. There is an attack to be made upon the Boermen 
of the Vlatts about this time, and Brandt is ^o lead it. Try 
and get to his rendezvous, and put these gentlemen under 
his care. They will tell their own story to him, and obtain 
his assistance." 

" What if we cannot get through in tipie to catch that 
red-skin ? The attack on the Whigs has been made already ; 
Dominie Schunemanhad a dispatch yesterday saying that the 
great Mohawk was on the South Mountain, and we have had 
other word, that we can understand." Here he gave three 
snifters, which was a sign understood by Gabriel. 

" Petrus Van Vliet," said Gabriel, with some haste, " you 
are to do the best, and no fun. These gentlemen are king's 
officers and on the kitig's business, and that, the Dominie says, 
squires haste ; and let me tell you that it also requires honest 
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men. Remember that Geordie's whelps have^ anns longer 
than Petrus Van Vliet's." Hero the speaker held up his 
finger in b, threatening manner. 

The other gave a grin, saying mider liis breath, and with 
some emphasis : " George^s bayonet is wearing shorter every 
liour, and that fire has melted an inch of the point. But it is 
time to put on these.duds, so put off your buttons, boys." 

This was something which neither of the two had thouglit 
of. . To be disguised and taken would lead to a dog's death. 
To be taken in their own clothes- would only cause imprison- 
ment, and, at the worst, their being shot and honored as sol- 
diers on duty. They hesitated. 

But the new guide wa^ inexorable, and Gabriel was silent ; 
so making a virtue of necessity, they laid aside their buff and 
blue for the sheep's grey, the livery of the country. In fact, 
though Petrus had kept the secret to himself, he had stripped 
two of the men who were lying dead on the field, that he might 
famish these travelling dresses; and takmg those cast off 
from the two young men, he hid them so that he might uso 
them, as he knew h6 could, profitably, on some other occa- 
sion, in deceiving the opposite party at the game of " give 
and take," • • 

As short a time as possible was consumed in thege prepara- 
tions, imdet the supermteridence of Gabriel; and Petrus, 
being one of those men who work for the highest pay, was 
assured of reward according as his work was well done. 
His eagerness at getting all that he could approi)riate to him- 
self was the key to his character. 

" You may know your man," said Gabriel, when the other 
stepped aside to lift a button that shone among the litter at 
his feet, blowing the dust out of its eye and putting it in his 
pocket, all unconscious of doing any uncommon tiling. 
*' You will see that he has his price, so use him, by the grace 
of high promises, till you see he is becoming greedy of gitls, 
as well as of graces ; and when it comes to the last :ind the 
worst, see, there is a pair of covenant keepers,' which you 
will need sometime, perhaps ; but always remember, as tlio 
Dutch wives say, ' Better fazle a fool as by vecht dem.' " 

With this advice, he put a pair of pistols in each of theU* 
hands, which, in addition to what arms they had already, 
made them well defended. With that he bade them adiea. 
They were now in the hands of the slippery Petrus, who 
took them by a foot-path, which ran along a stream, till he 
came near to what evidently appeared, even in the grey of the 
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morning, to be a graveyard. Tlie dark stone monuments 
were visible, while the silence which prevailed, in contrast to 
what had in the early part of the night been experienced, was 
heavy and oppressive to the hearts of those young men, who 
were now set out upon an enterprise fer more hazardous than 
a pitched battle. There was not a whisper uttered by 
either, and even Petrus was prudently silent ; but coming to 
the comer of a field, he abruptly seized Clarence b v the arm, 
and standing between the two, he whispered, as ne pointed 
with his finger to an object that moved slowly a few paces 
from them, "Seel see!" They looked to the place, and 
saw the figure of a man. " See ! see I" and the covetous 
hypocrite's teeth chattered as he tried to laugh off his fear. 
*' 'Tis only the Dominie talking to the dead. He says him- 
self that he stands between the living and the dead. He 
does not know that we are here. But Ave must go fester 
than at this pace." 

This was said to keep his own courage up, for the truth 
was, his knees had an ague fit, and had his two companions 
not been firm and courageous men, they would not have kept 
company long with him ; but they seized him by the collar 
and dragged him a mile, till he got over his fright, when his 
tongue be^an to loosen, and to boast of what they knew was 
false, that ne was a very bold and determined " dare devil." 

A little occurrence took place a short distance further on, 
which showed that all three were but flesh and blood in 
regard to true courage, and that in reality none of them had 
more of that virtue than they needed. A large black 
do^ came running toward them with a mixture of gladness 
and fiercenes3 which made his gestures strange to the three 
men, and not understood till Petrus at last came out with 
the- secret, and with as much imconcem as if he had done a 
meritorious deed. When the animal came near to them, he 
began to smell the clothes which the two strangers had on, 
and then to look up in their faces with a strange, mysterious 
fear, which made the blood run chill in their veins. After 
acting thus he left them, barking fiercely, till he got to a 
gate on the road, which he leaped over, when he set up a 
howling most terrific. 

" That is Tobias Snyder's dog Pompey," said Petrus ; 
" he knows his master's olothes.* What wise creeturs these 
dogs are, to know about dead men." 

The wearers of the dead men's garments began to realize, 
for the first time, the predicament they were in. All that 
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they had heard in their lifetime of the sagacity of the dog came 
to their minds, together with the likelihood of heing fomid 
out and suspected of being the murderers of those who had 
so recently worn them. " Murder will out," they said, smil- 
ing bitterly the one to the other. Perhaps, after all, there 
wad a grain of superstition at the core, pointing to the ghost 
of the murdered man following ihe garb in which he was last 
dressed. This incident impeUed all the three forward with 
increased speed, in the hope of making their way a few miles 
further before the day dawned. The two strangers, in their 
eagerness, outstripped their guide, and at one time they began 
to suspect that he had given them the slip. Fear, however, 
was impelling him as rapidljr as his friends, for by this time 
he learned he had to do with men of determined purpose ; 
besides, he was also aware of the power which Gabriel 
wielded overfbim behind the scenes. Tired all were, though 
not caring for sleep ; yet it was necessary for safety that they 
should lie still for some time, and in some place near at hand. 
To this place Petrus was taking them. Arriving, at a low 
stone house, built as if intended to last till the mountain near 
it should waste away, he gave three knocks, and a fourth 
small touch with his knuckle, when a large fat wench, of the 
genuine Guinea breed, Admitted them, without questioning 
the new comers. Not so an old woman who put her head 
out of a recess inclosed by doors, where she lay on her bed, 
and cried out, with a sharpness that rose from impatience 
and fear, joined with old age : 

*' Vat's de matter noo, dats tou here at dis time oo de 
morning, ;ven oos vanted at Sopus ? Te dog has been here 
howling like te wolf, and te old man down wid his gun 
vatching te Tories once. Budten vay is here ?" and with 
that the old woman looked at the strangers with a scrutiny 
that made them wish within themselves that they were either 
on the mountain or on the sea. 

" Never mind. Dame Wynkoop," said the wily Petrus ; 
*' twae Weegies on a message to the general at Albany from 
the governor, keeping out of the way of the konink's sogers." 

This was said in the ear of the good lady, who received it 
as it was intended, lying down mumbling something to her- 
self in Dutch. " Oog omoog en tand om tand." 

" Yaw, yaw, granny," said the ^uble-tongued listener ; 
" Ave shall take more than an eye for an eye, or a tooth for a 
tooth — ^we shall make them stone blind, and knock all their 
teeth down their throat." 

11 
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While this dialogne was goii^ <m, die unwieUli Afirican 
wendi was bustling aboat preparme breakfi»t for the £unily^ 
and oastinfi^ side glances all tne while at the coat Bertram 
wore, till fiurly overcome by her cariosity, she seized hold 
of the lappel with the evident intention of giving it a more 
narrow scrutiny. Petrus saw the difficulty, and coming up 
slily, he slipped a bright silver dollar in her hand, saying in 
her ear: 

^^ Give us the hieh outside chamber, and keep the old vrow 
quiet when the old man comes.'' 

With a sly wink he left, going up a hidden stairway, sig- 
nalling his companions to follow. When he eot there, and 
had sat down to bread, milk, and meat, which he found for 
them, he said : 

" Now you must rest as you can till the night comes on, 
or sooner, as I see my way clear. In the mean time, you are 
to pass for what I have represented you to be, good 
Whigs going on business to Albany as soon as you arc 
rested.** 

"Surely," said Clarence, "we may go at any time of the 
day through these wild regions without meetidg any crowd 
<rf people or any very cunning men." 

" WUd regions I Do you call these cultivated fanns wild 
regions?" said the indignant Petrus. "The finest wheat in 
the world grows here, and the apples of the garden of Edeii 
are springing out of the clefts of the rocks. And if you sup- 
pose that there are no people near, let me tell you that the 
road is lined with houses like this all the way to Catsbaaii, 
and there, in the grand stone church, a garrison is lodged 
just to nab the king's men in disguise, and strangers would 
run some risk, I can assure you. They place about the same 
value on them that they do on foxes and the like — twenty 
shillings a head at the clerk's office." ^ 

" Then you would not make much by delivering us up," 
said Bertram, looking slily into the face of the hatf jocidar 
Petrus, who was ebjoying his own joke till he saw that both 
the gentlemen were looking to' the state of their pistols. 

"Judging from that barking thing in your hand," said the 
guide, " I might fill one grave more than you have filled 
already, and lie down without my fee. But let us all to bed. 
The old wench has engaged to walk sentry, and I always 
sleep with one eye shut and one ear open." 

Sleep thejr did, as soldiers and sailors sleep, with their 
senses so quick that the smallest noise would have wakened 
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them. Tney dreamed over the events of the past day. Tlie 
flreams of each partook of the special state ol' mmd in which 
he lay down. Clarence saw a profession of men — sometimes 
it was Indians, then it was red-coated soldiers, then mixed 
with others — moving around a graveyard, where were tall 
figures with torches, standing in a circle ; in the midst of it 
was |iis sister, who clung to the man with the three-cornered 
hat, who stood with a. naked sword . defending her from 
Kiskata^mi. 

Bertram's mind ran, in his dream, after a dog, who was 
always tearing at his coat, and baying in his ear like a wolf. 
Somehow he found himself fleeing from him, and sitting on 
a cliff that overhung the sea, with the ship Vulture below, 
where stood the Lady Clinton, waving her handkerchief 
to her daughter Margaret, who was clapping her hands 
with joy at the whole scene* All of a sudden he fell down, 
down, till he cried out in a fit of nightmare that awoke his 
companion, who sprang to his feet thinking of danger. 

There was cause for these confused images rising in the 
niinds of the sleepers, which they found out when they arose. 
Within doors, and just below where they were lodged, and 
all around the house, the greatest confusion prevailed, arising 
from the return of the people from Sopus, bringing with 
them one of the family who had been killed in the melee. 
It was a fearful sound to any listener, but to those who had 
so much cause to dread the vengeance of the country as the 
followers of the king, it was horrifying. Curses both loud and 
deep were uttered upon the Tories and on the soldiers, 
mingled with the sobs of the Avomen weeping for their dead. 
The old man's grief was affecting to both the young men, 
who began to think on the effect which the news of their 
being " missing " would have upon their fathers. 
, " 1 tought myself done wid te worlt, ende dat my kinder- 
ken would have a care ov me all mine liven, budt I niaien go 
to te ploegt, ende de harrow, ende te gun myself; nor lay 
te gun down till te cruel Tory be druv out of de land. Oh, 
mene kindren I mene kinderken woulden to Goden Ik deed 
for tee." 

The old woman of the morning here put in her word, 
" oog om oog tand om tand." 

" Ah, the old beldame," said Bertram. " You hear that. 
She has that favonte word of vengeance in her heart. You 
remember Petrus said that it meant ' an eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth.' Where is that rascal gone ? surely he has 
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not left us here in the hands of our enemies. See tne crowd 
round the house ; keep back from the windows. We are 
suiTounded, by St. George !" 

" Hush !" said the other ; " hark to that voice ; I know it, 
for I must have heard it in my sleep," and both put down 
tlieir ears to the floor, listening, when they discovered that 
of the Dominie, who was conifoi-ting the mourners in this 
hour. " They have died in a noble cause ; the cause of 
Goden and the country. They were good men that fell, 
and your zoon was a good lad, and you will soon follow. The 
cup that my father hath given. You know the rest, Fred, 
and must be patient." 

" Do you suppose his majesty could ever conquer a people 
of such stern principles as these Calviiiists ? For my part, I 
have always told my father that these New Englanders 
resembled the Scotch that I lived among at Edinbiy-gh, more 
than they did the English. And the chaplain was sure to 
chime in with his heretical Calvinists — ^Fatalists. ' No,' my 
father would say, ' they have a will that conquers in spite of 
faith.' " 

" I think it will be the same here. When the Hudson 
runs up the stream the kmg W'ill conquer human nature that 
has religion to help it." 

At this part of the play, Petrus came slipping in at the 
door, when they beckoned him near, saying: "you have 
brought us into the panther's den very soon, but here is the 
cure for two at least," as a pistol's muzzle turned toward that 
worthy's body in a threatening manner. But he, without 
changing color, merely said : 

" Yes, and it will depend upon how you behave yourselves 
if you ever get out of it. You are suspicious of this place as 
a trap, and so think of blood-letting, as if I had brought this 
on you. But who killed the old man's son ? Did I hurt 
any one last night ?" 

" What have you to do with that ? was it a part of the 
bargain between us that you should deliver us into the hands 
of the men who will take vengeance on us as murderers ? 
You muwSt account for this, and that here on the spot." 

" Hear me, and then kill me if you must ; but I would die 
with a clear conscience toward you at least, if I can. There 
is only one way of escape for you, and that is by giving 
yourselves up into the hands of these men ; for they ' know 
already that two of the king's troops are here." 

" Give ourselvQS up !" both ahnost shouted out. " No, by 
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King George, we will fight till we die first. Here we are, up 
in this citadel, well armed, and partially provisioned;" for as 
Bertram said this^ Petrus was swallowing the last morsel of 
bread brought in the morning. 

" All very fine, gentlemen," said the cool Dutchman, " all 
fine with a hundred men in the house, and the door all 
bored for balls ; and look down to your feet, the board you 
stand upon is the only thing between you and perdition ; ha I 
ha I thinner than the bottom of a ship." 

The two confounded men looked in each other's faces, and 
seriously began to think of taking revenge on the fellow 
that had so entrapped them, as they still thought ; but after a 
close scrutiny of his conduct, other light came into their 
minds. He could not possibly. have known all the circum- 
stances, and his plan of giving th^tn up had a clue to it 
which must be left to the unfolding of the history as we pro- 
ceed. In the meantime the young Englishmen were in a 
great rage, so that the guide began to think it was time for 
him to escape. 

" Let us sell our lives as dearly as we can," said the one to 
the other, " and send a ball through that fool's head." 

" Knave's heart, you mean," said Clarence ; " for fool or 
knave, he deserves it alike." 

Before he had time to say another word, Petrus was glid- 
ing through a side door, behind where he had stood eating 
their last morsel, as if he intended to strip the garrison be- 
fore he starved it ouf. He left his two companions looking in 
each other's faces, in the utmost consternation, and for the 
Irst time they both obtained a glance at themselves in day- 
light. They would have laughed outright had they not 
remembered that one of them had on the clothes of the dead 
man whose corpse lay below. With feelings too bitter for 
mirth, and in a condition too critical for hasty action, they 
sat down to deliberate : first, .barricading their temporary 
fortress. There being but one board between them and the 
room below, they heard what was said easily ; and as their 
own fate was, on the tapis, it was proper and honorable 
enough in them to listen, when, as the proverb runs, " they 
did not hear a good word of themselves." 

" Petrus Smith, stand up and tell whae the men be, up in 
de geliedden. Put a guard on te window." 

This was said at the very moment the thought had entered 
into the minds of the prisoners-^for they were now prisoners 
—concerning a means of escape to the hiils, when, to their 
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exceeding vexation, the order was given to watch them ; 
and six men marched out in front of the window where they 
stood, with weapons that would speak truth and death at 
the same moment. It would have been foDy to have at- 
tempted a sortie in the face of such a force, so they yielded 
to their fate. 

" Petrus,'* continued the same person who gave the com- 
mand to watch, and in whom the prisoners above recognised 
the voice of the Dominie, *' give an account of thyself, and of 
the company thee keeps. Who are these men thou hast 
brought with thee into this house, and where are they 
going ?»» 

The sly hypocrite saw that he was here in a tight place 
himself and that his character was suspected-; so he found 
that the best plan for him was to go back and take up what 
he could substantiate. So going through a long-winded 
story, he came at last to say, that being like others at Sopus, 
through the past dismal night, he was returning home just at 
cock-crowing, when standing at the northwest comer of the 
grave-yard, he found these two men inquiring the way to 
Albany, as they had business with General Schuyler ; and as 
they offered h}m a price to show them the wav, *' what, was 
I to refuse the men who were going to see such a good man, 
and a fiiend to his country ?" He came with them so far, but 
beginning to suspect that all was not right, he had brought 
them in here, and now he left them to the care of the 
Dominie, and of the Consistory. 

This story sounded very like something got up for the 
occasion, and was far from making an impression on the 
assembly, especially when one of Petrus' neighbors stated, 
that he had called at the door of the other at the time of the 
alarm, and the answer was that he could not leave, and he 
doubted whether he was out of his bed at cock-cro>ving. 

At this point, the Dominie- said that " a broder could not 
be condenmed but by the mouth of two or three witnesses : 
Petrus, thee was, thou sayest, at the nordwest comer of the 
graveyard, at cock-crowing.' What cock nejirest? What 
did thou see at the time the cock crew, in heaven and glj 
earth ? Answer all three questions at on,ce." Jf*- 

" It was te Dominie's red cock that crew ; the red morn 
rose just over the top of the fed flame, and the 'Dominie 
himself was standing beside the tombstone of old Taakob 
Elmendorf." • 

" Enough, enough !" said the honest Dominie. " I saw 
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the three men turn round tl^e oomer, «nd go north, bvt did 
not know that Petrus was there ; I thought it must be some 
omzweyende, de afiscrapsel, but did not think that Petrus 
was among them." 

^^ Dominie, I am iK>t vagabond nor ofiseouring, but an 
honest man, and a vreedzaman in these wicked times.'' 

" Well, we can but suspect you, not prove you guilty ; 
and as to your being a peacemaker, Let me tell vou they are 
the best peacemakers that are pure in heart ; mr you must 
r^nember, my kindems alle, that the wisdom from above 
is eerste zuiver daara vreedzaam — ^first pure, t&en peaceable. 
I thought, when I saw the three men, that it was some eenige 
booze mannen ait de markboeven." 

" Who cfdk me a lewd fellow or one of the baser sort?** 
said Petrus, with mock passion. 

" Nay, nay," ssud another voice here, "budt tell us once^ 
Petrus, vy te give Dyaan tis silver milledoleor ?" 

This was a poser ; but the ready sinner asked immediately 
if he had not told Dyaan to waken him whenever Tobias 
came home. 

^^ Sartain sure," said the honest creature ; '^ an^ no'd tell 
de ole man that Petrus was up stair." Here she sniggered 
<mt a true African giggle of triumph, as she drew the oright 
piece out of her capacious bosom, and threw it doWn on the 
table before the Dominie, with a clear jingle that harmonized 
with her words. "Dere, Domilie, tak it, my fingers bum," 
and she spit upon, them before she wiped them on her 
• greasy side. 

The ciu*eful pastor saw that trouble was brewing, and that 
at a time when other thoughts than revenge should rise in 
their hearts ; so taking down the larjge Bible, he opened it 
St the fifteenth Psahn, and commanding silence, he read and 
commented. ^' Heere wie zal verkeeren in uwe tente ? wie 
zal woonen op den berg uwer Heiligheit. Die oprechet 
wandelt ende gerechtigheit werkt ; ende ^e met zyn. Herte 
de waarkiet spreekt." 

^Here is an English Bible," said Clarence to his conif 
panion; ^^let us see what the text is. ^Lord, who shall 
aHde in thy tabernacle ? who shall abide in thy holy place ? 
He that walketh uprightly and worketh righteousness, and 
speaketh truth in his heart. Hearken to the exhortation.' " 

^^ The parson suspects that the villain is telling a falae- 
hood," said Beitram. "There is hope yet. Don't jm 
remember what the fellow Qabriel said, * Trust the Doaame 
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before any one else witii your secret. Light breaks upon 
us.** 

By this time the good man was in earnest prayer, and as 
there is always power where there is earnest pathos, even 
where the language is foreign to our native tongue, the 
hearts of these young men in their condition turned upward 
as they listened to the singing tones of the stranger, amidst 
the deep silence below, except as it was broken by a si^ 
and a sob which came from the afflicted father's and mother's 
heart. By tl^e time the devotion was over, all were melted 
into another spirit. 

" Whoever dreams in London," said Clarence, " of such 
scenes being acted here among these Dutch boors, in this 
wild country ? There is more refinement and real power in 
that fijervice than in the Bishop of Exeter's. It is like a chant 
on an old organ.'* 

" And in an older cathedral too, you would say, looking 
out on these fine old trees ; on that noble mountain, where, 
to tell you the truth, my mind was running in search of 
liberty all the time the prayer went forward, which, for 
aught I know, might be for vengeance on our heads. I had 
always heard that the Yankees were a canting set, and put 
the curses of the Psalmist on their tongues when they spoke 
of the king, and of his navy and army.^* 

The door opened at this juncture at the call of Petrus, who 
came to it, telling them that he was. alone, and had brought 
a message to them from the Consistory. 

" Consistory 1" exclaimed the two prisoners in a breath ; 
" we have heard of the consistory of the Romish Church, but 
we took this to be a Protestant country; and what right 
have they to demand our presence? Is it a civil or a 
spiritual court ?" To all of this, the Avily Petrus was silent, 
atraid lest he should be heard by the people below-stairs, and 
not sure but that he might have a ball sent through his pate 
by the outraged men he stood before. He merely winked 
and whispered " patience," as he put his fingers to his lips,, 
turning to lead the way as a cat turns and steps when an 
enemy is about to dart upon her. 

" Ko help for it," said Bertram. " We will know the 
worst all the sooner." 

They entered on this new stage with anything but feelings 
of confidence. Already disgraced, at least degraded, they 
were from their real position in society. Young officers 
iwoustomed to walk in Britannia's livery, were iu American 



MOKE DANGEE8 THAN A BATTLE. 249 

homespun, worn yesterday by the youth whose coi-pse was 
now laid out in Holland sheets. This was the first object 
which met their eyes, and went further to their hearts than a 
hundred balls would on the battle-field. The room was 
crowded with men, who looked daggers at the prisoners ; but 
all were under restraint, for in the centre of the room stood a 
round table, at which sat nine men, who had the authority, 
and who, from their gravity and honest faces, seemed worthy 
of it. This was after the manner of the kerke of Holland. 
The Dominie sat as president, and could not. bo mistaken 
from the rest, who were all dressed in the common garb of 
the country, while he wore a large black coat that came to 
his heels, and over his capacious chest hung the true Geneva 
bands. He was a dignified man, and would have commanded 
respect anywhere. The young men were prepared, after 
what they had both heard from Gabriel, to yield him 
reverence, though not obedience. The men near him were 
his counsellors, though he seldom asked counsel.". His word 
TV'as law with all, except with one Geordie Cockbum, a 
shrewd Scotchman, who had found his way hither, first 
as a teacher, and then as a surveyor ; and so, by degrees, 
like all of his countrymen, he climbed to the top of the 
heap. Possessed naturally of the controversial spirit, he 
stood up for his right to speak his mind, in spite of the 
Dominie. 

'' The criminals have entered," said some one, addressing 
the president. 

"No one can be criminal," said that worthy, "till he is 
found guilty. Doth our law condemn any man before it 
hears him and knows what he doeth ? Or, as our good Hol- 
land Dutch says : ' Ordelt ook onze wet den mensch, ten zij 
ze eerst van hem gehoord heeft, en verstat wat heij doet ?' " 

This was said with great tartness, and to gain time, for 
the president saw at a glance that the young men were of a 
superior class, though in disguise, so he asked in a dignified 
mannei*: 

" Has any one here charges to table against any person or 
persons, for burning Sopus, and killing Ik. ende his brother 
Benjae Snyder ? It is a case of Fama Clamosa." 

" Wouldna it be as weel," said the Elder Cockbum, who 
took speech in hand here, "that we speered the names o' 
the twa youngsters, before we gang any furder. in this busi- 
ness ? In my kintra they aye put down the name with three 
or four aUases to the tail o*t." 

11* 
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"Take down the names of the prisoners," said the presi- 
dent at this suggestion, as he tuimed sharply on Cockburn, 
saying, " thee always art careful to instruct the Dominie in his 
duty." 

" In many counsellors there is /safety, you ken," said tho 
Elder, " as Solomon the wise man said langsyne. What is 
your name, callants ?" 

" May we inquire," said Bertram, being the elder of the 
two, " by whose authority we are here placed as piisoners ?" 

" At the instance of Dominie Doll, Praeses of the Consis- 
tory of the Protestant* Reformed Dutch Church of Sopus," 
said the chief man, with some dignity; "and if you be not 
ready to tell, we will try you under the names of John Doe, 
and Richard Roe, of London. Be you ready for trial ?" 

" We decline pleading before this court, if court it be," 
paid Berti'am, " and claim our privilege as subjects of the 
king of Great Britain," 

" I told you so," said the president to the others who sat 
near him. *' British subjects in disguise, and within the lines. 
Make out the charge against spies and murderers, art and 
part." 

" You will surely grant us time," said Bertram, who saw 
that he had made a grievous mistake, and who wanted leism-e 
to consider their future course. " We may be able after a 
day to bring exculpatory proof iu our defence." 

" Proof I" said a little short, dumpy man, who rose as he 
spoke. " What need of more proof than this here patch on 
the knee of these tubbs, that I put on with my own fingers 
on Benjae Snyder, the day before -he left with his gun on his 
shoulder. That's as true as I learned the tailor trade with 
Gideon Noble, of New Milford, Cctnnecticut. That's my say, 
as Elihu, one of Job's fiiends, said, when he spoke lest hSs 
• belly should burst like a new wine-bottle." 

" Sit down, Eph Sly; you are one good witness, and here 
is another," said a rollicking, red-faced man, with a sinister 
twinkle in his eye. " These are witnesses enough," and ho 
opened a bimdle which contained the two coats of the young 
officers, which Petrus had hidden away. It was impossible 
to see this and remain unmoved. The prisoners felt all the 
shame of their present disguise, and' the company broke out 
in a perfect storm of indignation, which was stopped only by 
the Dotninie, who rose and pointed to the body of the dead 
man, saying solemnly, " We are in the presence of Death, a 
\ja'eater killer than George 111. Do \X\^ ^vlsoners want any 
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^ more proof?** he added, looking toward them in some pity 
^ for their condition. 

'^^ It is impossible to say what would have been the effect of 
following up the disposition of the company, had not Cock- 
1 '^ burn, whose clear mind saw the difficulty, and who deter- 
12: mined upon unVavelling it by cutting the knots asunder, and 
by making a set speech of some length, which he was rather 
ft: fond of doing. The sum of it was, that we shall be in dan- 
Tj' ger of violating the place of the Safety Committee, by taking 
tv this business in hand. " I doubt," said he, " if the matter 
comes under our jurisdiction, for if Uhae men be spies, what 
I have we to do with them ?" 
) " Eride vat vill we do wid the men dressed in Benjae's and 

Ik*8 coat ?" was asked on all sides. 
( " Do what you like with them," said Cockbum, " only 

- don't bother the Kerke Session wi' them, nor wi* ony political 
strife. We can only tak notice of slips of the foot ; moral 
N offences that deserve the cutty stool, or sic like." 
" While this speech was making, there was a little by-play 

p going on that interested some of the parties exceedingly. 
The man who had brought in the coats of the prisoners went 
>■ off into a corner, and began rifling the pockets, which was 
not unobserved by the Dominie. When he had got all out, 
he called to the searcher just to hand all these things here, for 
safe keeping. As they lay upon the table before the com- 
pany, the eyes of the two officers were scanning their pro- 
perty which they had inadvertently left behind. There was 
the locket which contained a miniature of Clarence's dear 
mother ; but what was mortifying to the very soul of Ber- 
tram, he remembered that on changing the coat, he had 
slipped the ribbon which held the portrait of Margaret, and 
now it lay before his eyes, and he could not obtain a glance 
at it. Clarence v/as fixing his ey-es upon the note which hU 
mother had thrust into his hand, just at parting, along with 
a small parcel which lay there with the rest, and marvelling 
much in his mind what effect it would have on this reverend 
man. It was addressed to " Governor George Clinton, of 
what was now called by many, the State of New York." 
He remembered loc^king over his mother^s shoulder, and 
laughingly asking if she supposed he was going to present 
that as a letter of introduction to the. rebel governor ; .but 
she continued to write on, saying : " Dear cousin, this is my 
son Clarence, and here is the amulet you sent to Margaret, 
as an evidence." At that instant his father came to the 
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cabin, and hastily signing her name, she thrust the whole 
into the hand of Clarence, who, ^vith equal haste put them 
into his breast pocket, where they were now found. A tear 
trickled down the cheek of the affectionate youth, as he saw 
the Dominie read the note, and examine behind his hand 
the amulet. A change came over his face, of a mysterious 
kind, so that by the time Cockburn was done with his speech, 
the president was prepared to accfede to his motion ; for 
here was something which demanded time and reflection. 
So saying something to himself, he called out : " The Con- 
sistory is adjourned till to-morrow, in the Consistory room, at 
ten o'clock. Take the prisoners where they came from, and 
prepare for the funeral," 

Some one, it was the Yankee tailor, who suggested that it 
would do the prisoners great good to sit still and hear the 
Dominie preach the funeral discourse ; but the parson had 
no wish to show off before them, and paid no attention to 
Ephraim's words ; so the two astonished men were left alone, 
with a guard walking before the window, one of whom they 
thought they must have seen before to-day. 

The large barn floor had been cleared out for the com- 
pany. Pipes and tobacco lay round on trays which were 
soon reeking, so that the doors sent out " smoke Uke a kiln 
loggie," Cockburn said. Then came in bottles of cider 
brandy, baskets of bread and cheese, followed by slices of 
ham and pieces of sausage ; sour krout and choice rum, witii 
corresponding edibles, of which all partook with a hearty 
good will. Prayer and exhortations were the accompani- 
ment ; not the main part of the occasion. It was a regular 
feast, and almost a fight in one corner, and a frolic in another. 
Liquor will bring out human nature whether at a marriage 
or at a burial. " When drink's in wit's out ;" youngsters will 
laugh at Avhat is ludicrous, and the more solemn the circum- 
stances the more difficult to restrain their mirth. " It's all 
boarin' a dry sorrow," was Cookburn's sage remark ; and he 
went off in the determined spirit of one that hunts after an 
argument ; no matter whether the game be large, or small 
deer, a mouse or a bear would have had equal attractions 
for him at the time. Sometimes he might be seen hanging 
on the loop of the Dominie's waistcoat doing his best to rea- 
son down his rising .indignation at what he saw. " I'll tell 
you, minister, it's ill bearin' a hungry grief. They speak of 
stuffin' a cold and starvin' a fever. I'm agreed this is a cold 
time out in this bi<]c barn." 
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" Taw, yaw," said Zach Myers ; " but vat do you zay to 
dat vetchten dere ?" 

And sure enough there were two of the mountain birds 
pecking one another like hawks at the dividing of a chicken. 
The Dominie got his eye upon them and without saying a 
word, he walked up to the place, giving both a lunge with 
the heavy end,of his cane, which set them off in opposite di- 
rections. Forming themselves in a row, meo, women and 
children, the pastor in front of the coffin, the father and 
mother of the young man immediately after it, all went to the 
grave where a prayer was offered, and then the people scat- 
tered. 



CHAPTER V. 

DARKNESS, DEATH AND DELIVERANCE, 

" Take care of thine own heart, for there is not a more faithful monitor.*'— Lord 
Kamks. 
** He that trusteth to his own heart ]a a fool.*'— Eimq Solomon. 

The two young Englishmen during the time of the burial 
feast, had a portion sent unto them of which they stood in 
need. Though not dressed after the fashion of a French 
cook, hunger made it savory and good to the taste. Old 
Dyaan had taken a great fancy to the prisoners, especially to 
Clarence. Her heart melted for him when she saw the tear 
trickling down KLs cheek at the sight of his mother's picture. 
*' It vas," she said, " so buvitul, and de ribbons ov de vool on 
her head so yallo." 

Petrus came in telling them to prepare for walking. It 
seemed that the Dominie had taken Cockbum's words to 
heart, for he had left orders to have the prisoners removed 
to the care of Captain Languehdyck, whose company was 
garrisoned at Catsbaan church ; and to that point the two 
disconsolate young men were moving by sundown. It was 
not the fact of their being prisoners, nor yet the fear of 
Tvhat might result from their separation, but the hindrance, 
which this delay threw in the way to prevent them from over- 
taking the cruel Kiskataam, who was doubtless hastening on 
with the one whom they were now seeking after, with all their 
heart and soul. They must give her up as lost, for as things 
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appeared, they were lost themselves ; and that without the 
power of resistance or defence. 

'^ I will fulfill my part of the bargain, for all that has hap- 
pened," said Petrus in the ear of Bertram, as they came 
down stairs ; ^^ keep a quiet tongue in your head and don't 
be blabbing of your loyalty everywheire, lest you get a lead 
pill through your belly, before you have time to return the 
compliment." 

Bertram scowled a dark frown, that said plainly enough, 
" I will fulfill my part of the bargain with you at least, you 
hypocrite, the first chance that comes up." As they passed 
through the door-yard, they saw little knots of men and 
]ieard the jabbering of Dutch, loud and confused enough to 
make them believe in the confusion of tongues, had they ever 
doubted the fact before. As they could perceive, their own 
case was the subject of discussion, and, however anxious they 
might be to find out public opinion, there was no way of as- 
certaining it, except through the medium of Iheir guard, and 
with him in their present mood of mind, they were not 
inclined to hold any communication. Their road lay along 
the base of the mountain, on one of those steppes which 
run. almost nearly due north, and which are called Vlatts, 
extending from half a mile to two miles in breadth, rich 
and deep in soil ; having beautiful trout streams running from 
difibrent points toward the main river. The mountain 
seemed close at hand, and the two prisoners, when rested and 
in the open air, felt all the fire of youth as they saw how near 
they were to the region of their hope. But they were 
guarded too closely for them to think of escaping in that 
manner. After marching about four miles, they came to a 
stone building, which tney were told was a church, now 
turned into a tort and garrisoned by the Ulster Militia. Here 
they were to be kept till further orders arrived from the 
governor. As they were gentlemen, Captain Languendyck 
said he would take their word of honor, and let them range 
at liberty. Both Bertram and Clarence were averse to so 
pledging themselves and set down like men determined to 
make the most of their conditions, by taking a survey of this 
singular outpost of defence. Surrounding the building were 
tents, and Avagons with oxen and a few horses. Smoke was 
rising among the- trees at different places where cooking 
and chatting were going on. Two old cannon were fastened 
to logs by ox chains, while about fifty muskets were stacked 
before the door. An endless collection of pots and pans. 
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casks and benches, with other trumpery, were scattered in 
indescribable confusion everywhere, and yet the eye .of the 
soldier could perceive that with at mdst ten minutes' notice, 
the men would be on the lookout, north or south according 
as the alarm might be given. The inside of the venerable 
building was the scene of similar confusion. All round the 
sides of the walls were settles for beds, on which were spread 
the heavy blankets and coverlets that the good wives and 
mothers of the men had furnished them in abundance froni 
their heaped piles at home. In the walls were diiven hooks 
on which hung armor and harness ; with clothes and skins 
from different animaljj, tanned and used for riding, or cover- 
ing out of doors. The gallery overhead held the ammunition 
and the more precious stuff, watched by a sentinel separate 
from the rest ; and the very desk in which the good man 
had stood on the Sabbath," during many years, dispensing the 
bread of life, was now changed into a pantry where the 
choice bits sent from home were kept from the rats and 
mice that had followed in their. wake. 

The two prisoners had the belfry allotted to them. The 
orders were, that no communication should be held with 
them. ^ Everything seemed to bear the aspect of great cau- 
tion and watchfulness on the part of their guard. Night 
closed m upon them in the most disconsolate degree. Nor 
did the solemn faces of the men, who made up the militia, 
help them in conjecturing what might be theit fate. There 
were none of the noises which usually keep the sleepers in a 
camp from enjoying rest. A loud laugh would have been 
grateful to their ears, had it only betokened carelessness on 
the part of their guard ; but there was just enough of motion 
heard, to keep them aware that all were on the qui vive^ and 
would do their duty to the death. 

As night went on, and the silence grew more heavy, the 
scene which they had passed through during the last twenty- 
four hours became more confused to their vision, while the 
sounds of the insects that sang to each other grew fainter 
and &inter, till at last sleep sank upon their eyelids Uke a 
precious balm distilled from a mother's hand ; and the two 
anxious moii were, a moment afterward, as calm and peace- 
ful as infants in their cradles, and would have likely remained 
so till the morning, had not a voice, which they had come to 
know well by this time, said, " Young men, get up ; you have 
other business than sleep before you ;" and a hand shook them 
both by the Moulder, while a small lamp showed them the 
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fece of the Domini^, tliat they had met so often of late, and 
knew now so Well that they had become to regard l^im both 
as their good and their evil genius. 

Surprise was pictured on both their faces ; but they were 
too well trained to lose possession of themselves by a sudden 
wakening ; so starting to their feet, they waited further de- 
velopment ; for already they perceived that something new 
was on the tapis. There was not a sleeping nerve in their 
body, by the time they stood upright. 

" Sit down there," said the good man, " and give me an 
honest account of your condition ; and let me have nothmg 
but the truth." 

BertraA saw that kindness and severity were stniggling 
in the face of their inquisitor, and taking advantage of the 
position he allowed himself to be in, he began by telling 
what was true ; but what to a more experienced courtier 
than the Dominie was, would have sounded like flattery. 

" We were told," said Bertram, " to put ourselves on your 
mercy, should we get into trouble; and to tell you all, and 
if you will listen to me, I am wilUng to trust a man whom I 
am now certain will not take advantage of our condition by 
turning the information we give him against us." 

" Young man," said the Dominie, " those who advised you 
to trust yourself to me, did me no more than justice, for God 
forbid that I should hurt one innocent hair of your head : 
nevertheless, had I seen you about this time last night, near 
to Sopus, a ball would have gone through your pate, as sure 
as there is one in that thing there at this moment ;" and 
with that he fingered a horse pistol in a very carnal manner, 
which showed that his cloth was no protection to himself at 
certain times ; nor would he make it an excuse for silence, 
when either his fieiy tongue, or his tongue of fire should 
speak. 

" There is an armistice between us now, young men ; so 
speak ;" and the clerical soldier put his piece up, and Ber- 
tram proceeded to give a full and detailed account of the 
cause and tlie consequence of their apparently mM adven- 
ture. 

" I find that you have spoken truth, and I aw now," said 
the Dominie, " about to t^e upon me, what must subject 
me to much misapprehension when it is discovered, and per- 
haps to the getting of my own skull cracked, but I must run 
the risk, so follow me." 

The astonished prisoners were about to say a great 
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deal about honor, and gratitude, and reward, but all were 
stopped by a motion to silence and quiet, as he led them 
down a way he could thread himself in the dark; for, after 
blowing out the light, he took hold of Bertram's hand be- 
hind him, telling Clarence to do the same by his companion^ 
he led them out to the north of the church, where stood a 
man holding a horse, who seemed to be expecting their 
coming. 

" Here is your guide," said the Dominie, " and he will t#ll 
you the rest. Be sure that you keep • silent forever about 
this nighi^ and whom you have seen, and God Almighty 
bless you, and make you successful in your race after that 
rapscallion Kiskataam." , With these words he had vanished, 
and they found themselves standing face to face with their 
old friend Wabriel. 

They almost forgot themselves in their surprise at the 
meeting, but he being prepared for their astonishment, im- 
" mediately whispered, " let us be off, out of earshot, lest we 
have a ball sent after us." Gabriel mounted the horse and 
told them to keep one on each side by the stirrup-irons, as 
Jie knew thtj way. On they went in silence, increasing in 
their speed as they were advancing out of the risk of the 
sentinels' h<jaring; their hearts beating Avith joy both at 
their escape, and at the prospect which they felt must now 
be opening for them in attainmg the end of their journey. It 
was now an hour before midnight ; and in the morning they 
hoped to be on the side of the mountain, out of danger from 
the rebel Whigs. 

It was under the charge of their former guide that they 
now were moving- along through the darkness. The relation 
in which he now stood to them was more of guardian than 
of guide. The two young Englishmen, in that easy way by 
which those accustomed to command become subject to su- 
perior law, or to circumstances beyond control, gave them- 
selves up at once into the hands of their servant. They per- 
ceived he had some authority, and a deep interest in them ; 
but thej were anxious to know all before they yielded up all. 
On their wa^ he intimated his desire to reveal to them the 
exact state of things in which he stood toward them. He 
was in the employ of Lady Clinton. He held from her a 
secret message to the provincial governor, who had retired 
with the Congress after the sack of Sopus to Hurley, which was 
said to be defended by the Dominie and the old vrows of the 
place. Thither Gabriel hastened; sent in the sign wUob JlO 
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knew would call the governor out ; and his own words will 
but teU the rest. , 

"When he saw me he lowered his voice to a whisper, 
looking as Moses did, before he killed the Egyptian : this 
way and that way ; and when he saw there was no man, he 
aid, * Are you the man who sent me in this ring ?' And I 
said, ' Yes, your excellency, a noble lady committed it to my 
care.' 

^* * And for what purpose,' said the governor, * have you 
brought it. to me ?' * 

*' * A case of distress, sir, in which your help is demanded,' I 
said promptly, looking up in his fece, which by this time 
showed all kinds of feelings. * 

" ' What distress can there possibly be with them at this mo- 
ment, when they have it all in their own way ? I am sure 
they burned and harried the town, and got off with clean 
heels to their ship without one life being lost or a prisoner 
lefk behind. The distress is all on our side.' 

" * Not so sure of that, your excellency. Two prisoners are 
in the hands of the people of Vlatt Bush, and their lives are 
in danger at this moment.' 

" ' They must be some persons of note when Lady Clin- 
ton interests herself so much as to send this token, which 
was only to be sent on the last extremity.' 

** * They are none else, your excellency, than young men of 
the family.' 

" * Good God ! and what can I do in their case ? How 
could they be so foolish as to allow themselves to' be takeu 
by our people, when they had the ball all in their own 
hands?' 

" I then gave a full and fair account of the whole matter, 
beginning at the robbing of the young lady, with your pur- 
suit after the robber, and ended at the place where you 
were lying yesterday. Never did I see a man thrown into 
such distress of mind. ' Gome this way,' said he ; and he 
walked in the greatest agitation round the house, till he got 
me into a patch of wood, where he gave vent to his feelings 
in bursts of exclamation that would have sounded well in Ire- 
land. 

" * Enthusiastic little fool ! She wrote me that I might look 

out for her some fine fall morning ; and how the can I 

hek) these young madcaps after what has taken place ? Blooil 
in Aioker than water. I wonder if the knight of the garter 
'^•lildiliftlp plam George, were he now in the hands of his 
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majesty's bulldogs. I rather think I might not be known as 
belonging to any other family than Adam's. Ha! things 
change in this world. Let them take their 'course. That 
basket of deer-meat and turkeys was well enough; and the 
basket filled with those bottles of cognac back again were all 
well ; but this is a new matter. It would be as much as my 
head is worth were Washington to hear of my interfering, 
No, young man, take the ring back where you got it.' 

"Here he held it out to me, looking at it all the time. 
Then, asking me, ' who knows of these young men ?' With 
that I told the whole story, and mentioned the name of 
Dominie Doll. The countenance of the governor biightened 
up at this : a lucky thought was evidently finding its way 
through his mind. Taking a leaf from his note-book, he pro- 
ceeded to write, all the tune swearing at the insolence of 
these British Tories, who threw out their requests upon ua 
colonists, as if we were bound to listen and satisfy them, be- 
cause we belonged once to the same national family. 

" * Wait till I put my seal to this,' said he ; for he evidently 
was not inclined to trust me. 'Now, take that, and see 
that these young fellows keep out of my road, for I will shoot 
them as truly as my name is Clinton.' 

"I took the letter to the Dominie, and you are here. 
What next, gentlemen ?" 



. CHAPTER VI. ' 

THE PLEASURES OP SUSPENSE. 
*' Two ifiB scarce make one possibUity. 



Dktoks. 



»f 



Our adventurers, left out in the darkness of midnight, 
were in a more satisfied state than they had been during the 
last twenty-four hours ; yet it was such a condition as they 
would not have chosen a week before, had they been ofiered 
it, with a few thousand pounds to boot, so strangely does 
the happiness of this Hfe increase or diminish through com- 
parison with other things. 

The question now, what should b^ done? was one not 
easily solved, where there were difierent means of reaching 
the end sought after. Brandt, the faithful ally of the king, 
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was in their immediate neighborhood, and by his help the 
Indian Kiskataam might be overtaken and punished ; hut, 
as there was unquestionably an abler mind in the plot of • 
abducting Margaret, it would be dangerous to let matters he 
known in that camp immediately. Caution was necessary to 
obtain the ear of the great Mohawk, who certainly would 
listen more favorably to an officer, bearing the commission 
of his majesty, than to men who had the appearance of 
stragglers. By the time his mind might be assured, the 
dense forest would hide the abducted lady. Doubts gathered 
so thick upon the minds of both Bertram and Clarence, that 
they voluntarily gave themselves into the hands of Gabriel as 
captain. 

" If you promote me to that place, then," said that worthy, 
^ " I command you, Mr. Clarence, to be off to KaatskiU, taking 
this letter with you, to secure the assistance of the Dominie 
of that place. If the mountains must be scoured, help is 
necessary, so that the retreat to the west side may be cut offi 
You see that fire burning on the face of the hill ; there lies 
Brandt and his men. Let Kiskataam be prevented from 
escaping, and we can boldly go to the Mohawk and demand 
his aid in behalf of the king. We must trust to the current 
of events, and as good Dominie Doll said, * leave the rest to 
Providence.'" 

" Tru^," said Bertram, " for I am more adrift here than I 
would be in an open boat at sea. My sailorship is all useless 
on these mountain waves. Some wisdom higher than my 
own is needed, and a power above king George must control 
this rash adventure. Breakers are all ahead, and we on an 
enemy's coast." 

" A stout heart will climb the steepest hill," said Clarence. 
" Give the most diflacult part H;o me ; I am ready for it. I go 
with a better conscience than I did to that dastardly burn- 
ing, where . we did not deserve to succeed. The people 
are better than their bett^^. What are our captain's 
orders ?" 

" Mount you this nag," was the word given. " He will 
carry you at least seven mil^s an hour. He belongs to old 
Cornelius Wynkoop, as stiff a Whig as ever smoked a pipe. 
He loves his horses next to his wife ; she says he thinks more 
of them than he does of her or*the kinderen. If he supposed 
at this hour that a king's man was putting his leg across bis 
back, he would rise out of his bed, dearly as he loves it ; and 
1 believe out of his grave, if he were in it, with a thick stone 
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slab over it ; I am not sure but he may, through some spook, 
be able to tell this now, as well as he can tell where to find 

• water with a forked stick. So look out, sir. You will ride 
along full twelve miles, tillj^ou come to another stone church, 
not unlike the one you have just been in against your will. 
Ask for the Dominie's house, and give him that missive. 

• Whatever he asks, tell him freely, and follow his advice." 

By the end of these counsels, the young soldier was on 
Charlie's back, a stout, bottle-bellied aninjal, with a small 
head and a long tail, that he whisked around through habit, 
night and day, as a warning to the flies. 

Gabriel, holding the impatient horse by the bit, gave 
Clarence his last advice, by saying, " You must not linger 
on the road till sunrise. This is the king's road to Albany 
that you are now travelling ; keep qn it till you come to the 
kerke ; stand at the door looking east ; you will see among 
fruit-trees, on a knoll, a stone house, covered with Holland 
tiles ; turn to that, and you will be sure to find the man you 
seek — a strong-built man with a keen eye. Bid him a good 
morning ; then, as he answers, turn to the mountain, and ask 
if the old vrow's nightcap be on yet. He will bid you mind 
your own business till the old vrow has had her morning 
meal, and said her morning prayers. Follow him in-doprs ; 
put the letter in his hand on the way ; sit down to. the table, 
as if you were one of the family; wait patiently till his 
family have worshipped with him. He will let his own 
pleasure be known sooner than if you press him." 

" Well, that is plain speaking ; I think I can remember 
that. Let me see — the king's road — aright on — sunrise I Oh, 
yes, I know it all," said the rider. 

. " One word mwe, as the Dominie says, and to conclude. 
Meet us at noon the day after to-morrow at KauterskHl 
Palls — ^mind the name, Kautersbill Falls — and there is a 
whistle that will answer this one that we have." . 

Here both put their bone ^j^istles to their mouths, and 
made the midnight air send out on all sides such a shr^ 
isound, that the dogs all around gave out loud barks; and 
wild growHngs were heard, not far off, above their heads. 

"We must be softer than we are now," said Gabriel. 
"Go." 

And away the horseman went at a good round gallop ; a 
secret of Charlie-s haste being, that he thought he was going 
home to his crib, and became all the more eager the furthei 
he went. "At this rate," said Clarence, "I wm be at the end * 
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of my journey lone before sunrise. But in times Kke these, 
wlfo can foretell me adventures of a . single night, within a 
short journey of twelve miles, even on the king's road ?" 

But our story, to be clear, must just now follow the coui-se 
of the two who were left );)ehind. They having a shorter 
distance to travel, and a more difficult path to tread, moved 
slowly along. 

" It is but a short hour past midnight," said Gabriel, " and 
our part in this business is to search all tracks. For that, 
we require daylight. What say you to a couple of hours' 
sleep, and then we shall have time enough ?" 

" You may require it indeed, my friend, was Bertram's 
answer in words, though his impatient heart said go on. 
" We have had plenty of time to sleep, or eat, or chew the 
bitter root of disappointment, in yon garret all day." 

" Well, if you are agreed," was the reply of the guide, 
" we shall turn into Cornelius Wynkoop's barn. To tell the 
plain truth, I am cowardly as well as sleepy. There is an 
enemy in these parts not easily guarded against. Hunter as 
I am, the painter jand the wildcat, in the dark, are dangerous 
critters, as the Yankees say." 

" Is there much of that kind of game up in these regions ?" 
asked the young Englishman, who had seen some hunting in 
his day, i^ his own country, and also in the East Indies. 
•' It would be good sport, to have a chase after these western 
tigers. The panther of this continent I have been told is a 
powerful animal. What of these wildcats ?" 

" Oh, there are swarms of them all through these hills. 
These mountains have their name from them ; so many and 
so large are they, that a single man finds himself In danger of 
his life in attacking one of them." 

" Ha I a man killed by a cat would make a great storjr for 
a picture-book in Christmas time. Since you are so skilled 
in names, why do they call that church we were at the Cats- 
baan." 

,, " That means the cats* race-ground," said Gabriel, laughing 
at his own conceit. " These people are half French, and hav« 
many of their words. In the holidays the big boys and girls 
for ten miles round here meet, and have a regular hunt. 
After scaring out fifty or a hundred of the screamers, they 
set the dogs after them on this flat. And let me tell you it 
is a scratching time when one of these creatures happens to 
fasten on a dumpy fat Dutch girl, and the boys come round 
for her rescue." 
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'^ That must be fun in a small wa^ ; but these painters as 
you call them, must be the very thmg to rouse the blood in 
a man's heart." 

" You may meet him soon enough, sir," was Gabriel's 
answer, " for unless my ears deceive m^ there must be some 
Avild creature up there now, in South Peak ; I hope it is far 
off, but in the dark one cannot tell, and my counsel is that wo 
go at once into this fortress until the enemy be off, or we be 
in a fitter condition to meet him." 

For some time past they had been turning more to the 
westward, and nearer to tlie mountain, as the dark shadow 
against the sky showed. A large building which looked still 
larg(ir in the night time, rose plainly before the eye of Ber- 
tram, who was at this time seized by the hand, and led 
through the door, which yielded to the touch of his compan- 
ion, as if he were the owner himself. Gabriel led his fellow- 
traveller to a ladder, whispering in liis ear, " follow me to 
the yards ;" a hint whict the young sailor took at once, and 
mounting, he found a softer hammock than any in the 
Biitish navy. Gabriel was asleep in a few minutes, but the 
feelings of his companion were too excited to enter easily 
into the land of dreams ; so he lay and musefi, watching the 
sounds which came from nature, even in these lonely wild 
regions. 

At len^h the old rooster of that true Holland breed, 
heavy behind and double combed before, gave out his first 
trumpet sound, becoming louder as Gabriel snored respon- 
sively, and deeper at every crow. Bertram became all the 
time more irilpatient to be aw^ay, where the dangerous Whigs 
would not venture near them. So giving the sleeper a dig 
with his elbow, he succeeded in making him conscious of 
where he was, and of what was required of him. A few 
whispers earnestly blown into his ear, were enough to a maii 
accustomed *to lie down in the midst of dangers. So keeping 
quiet a few moments, just to recover his full balance, he started 
up, saying, " Remain here till I make a visit to Dame Wyn- 
koop's cellar, where I am sure of getting something good to 
eat.*' And before his companion had time to remonstrate with 
him, he was off, and already down the ladder on his way. 
Bertram followed so as to watch against surprise. There 
was no ground for fear. Old Cornelius was in his soundest 
sleep yet ; and even had he been awakened he would not 
have suspected an evil intruder, but would have supposed 
it to Se one of his dozen blacks moving along thi9 flooi;. 
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Beddes, Gktbriel was as fiuniliar with all as if he were going 
over his mother's kitchen. All Dutch cellars are the same in 
dzQ and the same in arrangement. Butter pots and firkins on 
the floor. A cider barrel in the coraer, and a vinegar jug on a 
shelf. He moved abqjit among them more easily than the 
mistress of the house could : she being like a skipper navi- 
gating a scow in the Amsterdam canal without a pilot. The 
pies, the cold meat, and the bread all stood in a pantry on 
the left hand; it was but the work of a moment for the* 
pirate to clear the whole away. He knew that the old wench 
•who ruled the lower regions would lay it all to that cussed 
Ebo who came home hungry after one of his night rackets. 
However, the cautious Gabriel walked as if on eggs, reachmg 
the barn with his forage, and well pleased with his success. 

" There is some of the staff of life," he said to his friend. 
" You will need it before we get to the top of these hills, where 
there are no loaves growing on hemblock branches, nor roast- 
ing pigs on bare ro^s. I only wish that we had some of 
ola kaarnej^s Holland gin now. He used to keep a snug 
grey beard in the comer of that cupboard. Confound me 
that I should have forgotten the value of diinking, as I 
thought on the duty of eating. It makes the staff limber as 
well as stronger on the hills." 

" You are a daring fellow to venture where a hungry wolf 
would not." This was said by Bertram under his breath, 
and between the good bites he was giving to the stolen pro- 
vender which he saw but partially in the star-light. All cats 
are grey in the dark, so aU bread is white to a hungry man. 
Our two travellers, hearty in the stomach always, could have 
donejustice then to the haunch of a bear. , 

" W hat is that I hear gurgling down your throat ?" said 
Bertram, laughing inwardly ; " have you hold of the old 
farmer's grey-beard after all ?" 

" Try it yourself," was the answer, and a square bottle 
about a gallon's size was held to the mouth or the thirsty 
inquirer, who tasted, and then swallowed with right good 
will. He found it strong cider brandy mixed with juniper 
berries ; a most agreeable, but a heady drink. 

" Hush I" said Gabriel, and he put his head over the loft, 
for they had both mounted again to their former place of 
rest. "Some one is coming in at the big gate. I hear 
the old wooden hinges squeak." The two gourmands rose - 
to their feet to be ready for any emergency ; when the stable 
door was opened with great caution 5 and some one, leading 
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one horse, entered, and a second horse followed. The negro, 
for his voice betrayed his origin, began to talk to them just 
as he would to his fellows in the field : 

" Ole Black, you'd stop de snuffin ; te be 'bout Ebo's 
business ; see dat no stories be told but de big trut." 

Then coming into the other stall he commenced in the 
same way. 

" Brown, poor Brown, been on de king's business, s'pose ; 
vere's de fellow dat own dis saddle? vee will see m de 
niomin' sun-light. He be gentleman dat spok dere to us at 
Phcebe, Me know an English offisher by his neck, might 
hab left a yallow Joegey ven he vent off to de Squire Bur- 
hause himself." • 

At these sounds Gabriel pricked up his ears. " Something 
has befallen him, I fear," he whispered in his companion's 
ear. " The horse he rode has returned with his mate." 

" Who do you mean ?" said Bertram, suspecting himself 
that trouble had come to his friend. 

" Wby, the lieutenant, to be sure, Mr, Clarence — some diffi- 
culty. HearTiim speak of the Squire Burhause. I have a 
mind to make the splay-footed vagabond tell. We may bo 
able to remedy the evil." 

Bertram saw the folly of this, and put his hand on the 
other's mouth as a warning, while Gabriel, feeling the influ- 
ence of the cider-brandy, and knowing the superstition of 
the* negro race, out of pure mischief, gave a squeak through 
the fingers held on his mouth, which made the hostler call 
out, " Oh, Lorra, have marcy on poor nigger," and without 
stopping a moment, he ran out slamming the doors after him, 
and rousing up all the dogs in the house. 

" We are long enough here," said the mischievous fellow 
as soon as he got over his fit of laughter ; " let us move be- 
fore we get a few drops of old Kaarney's gun. There he is 
lighting a candle now with a coal at his mouth ;" and gather- 
ing up the fragments of their breakfast for future use, they 
left their hiding-place with good heart and on nimble feet. 

Before the heavy half-door of Cornelius Wynkoop was 
opened to let him and his dog Gates out into the yard, the 
two adventurers were well away on the road that leads to 
the Clove. Having no cause to fear immediate danger, they 
moved on at a moderate rate, discussing, as they went, the 
event^of the last twenty-four hours. 

Gabriel had an uncommon flow of spirits for him. He ha<i 
been taciturn, and dark in his speech and in his looks. He 

12 
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had ffot a good draught of the inspiriting liquor; bat that was 
not the cause. He had paid a visit to his mother, and now 
he was beyond the reach of bodily danger, which he had 
been in ever since he came up with the marauding party. 
To wile away the time, as well as to gratify his curiosity, 
Bertram led his guide to the discussion of his own affairs. 

"I have no objections to the telling of it all," said the 
countryman, " though it is a* longer story than a stranger 
would care to Usten to, except for amusement. You see, I 
left old Sopus and my mother's house' in a fit of ill-nature. 
I cared no more for King George than I did for old Mtrt; 
Van Guisen ; but I had taken a heart's hatred to some that 
called themselves Whigs, and particularly to one purse-proud 
old Jew, who had a lovely daughter, who loved me, but 
durst not move in the shadow of my shape. To get me 
out of the way he made up his mind that I should go off 
with Arnold to Canada. I took the opposite road, and have 
been in all the places south of this, where fighting was to 
be done ; for I found there was more quiet for me in war 
than in peace. I jumped at the chance of cohiing on this 
expedition. My love of adventure, my love of revenge, my 
love of Nelly Labagh, and I may say it truly, the love of 
my mother, all urged me on board €he Vulture. Standing 
as sentinel on deck, I soon discovered the aim of Kiskataam. 
I had long known the fellow to be a villain, and determined 
first to watch, and then unfold his designs. We had met 
before the war broke out, in Stony Clove, where he at- 
tempted to steal my good gun Meg, when I chased him and 
struck him down. So you see there was ill blood between 
us ; our glances of defiance said — another time. When he slid 
overboard, carrying Miss CUnton with him, I was not there ; 
but of all on the ship I was the man to have headed a party 
of pursuit ; but you know it is not for us to offer advice to 
our betters. But I did what I could afterward in an inter- 
view with Lady ■Clinton. I offeixjd my services and they 
Avere accepted on condition that I should wait on your 
pleasure after the Sopus business was through. There lies 
the secret of, my knowledge of your intention, and of my 
])resent interest in you. I own that I hate an Indian, and 
that ^ I will travel any time a thousand miles for the mere 
pleasure of shooting one. Dirty abominable wretches ! how 
any young lady can sit and hear their soft cunning tongues 
close to her ear, I cannot understand. And blood-thirsty 
devils I how gentlemen, like you, can fight with them, or 
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employ them to fight for you, is amazing. I am ashamed of 
having ever drawn a trigger under King George when I 
think that Kiskataam, and his like, have fingered the same 
bounty." 

" Have you seen your mother ?" said Bertram, anxious to 
turn the mind of the excited colonist away from a theme 
which burned on his own tongue. The effect of the question 
was all that was expected, and more, for the Englishman was 
almost sorry he had encroached into that sanctum of Gabriel's 
bosom. 

• " Seen my mother ! Yes, but I all but wish I had not 
ventured over that holy threshold. Blessed woman, how she 
gazed on me, drinking in my soul through her old dim eyes, 
that lighted up with the same love she had always felt for 
me ; prodigal as I have been. I had resolved to stand it 
through, but how soon all broke down, when. she said, 'My 
own Gaby 1» Well, I feel better that I went. Before, I could 
have killed an army, now I would not hurt a fly." 

" Always excepting an Indian," said Bertram, slily. 
** Where did yOu meet her ? Was it at home, in her own 
house ?" 

" You must remember, after I left you at the stile we were 
standing at, that I walked softly on to the cottage window, 
where I stood listening for a few minutes, when I heard the 
well-known voice, low and soothing, as if she was comforting 
Bome one. She spoke as if it were to a child. But that is 
her way to all sick people ; so I did not expect to see a child ; 
and yet I was startled when I saw a man's head rise up from 
the pillow and scream. I could stand at the door no longer ; 
so rushing in, I flung myself into her arms. She kisse^d me 
quietly ; but pointing to the bed, said, in a whisper, " Petrus 
is sick." That was my brother, and as I feared, he had been 
oat in the attack, and was hurt in defending the hearthstone. 
A cruel fellow of ours had struck him on the head with the 
butt end of his gun, and now he was delirious. He recognized 
me, and gave a wild shriek that froze the marrow within me. 
Springing on the floor, he seized me by the stock on my neck, 
twisting it till 1 became like a child in his hand. I could not 
have resisted him, had he tried to kill me. My mother's 
voice, however, served to make him release his grasp, as she 
came between him and me. 

" ' Is it here,' the maniac cried, or rather yelled, ' that the 
cursed Tory would dare to show his fiioe ; and in the colors 
of the king? Ha! ha! ha! Come to burn the house, and 
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his own mother in it ? Look, see here where your bayonet 
is sticking yet ;' and he tore away the bandages from his head, 
bloody as they were, and flung them at me, they falling on 
my face, so that the marks of blood were left all over me. 

" Then exclaiming, as he looked at me, ' You bloody-faced 
traitor, you come home in your true coloi'S. Take the bay- 
onet out of the hole he put it in. Take it out, I tell you, till 
I put it into him.' 

*' At length, through loss ol biood and fatigue, he became 
weak and quieted down, so that he fainted. This gave me 
some relief, when the good Dominie came in, to my great 
shame and mortification. He has always had a power over 
me more than any other man : not even the General himself 
could command me as that man of peace can at this hour, 
when I come near him. His surprise gave way, at seeing 
me, to great indignation, and even reproaches at first, which 
cut me to the heart. Then he would mellow down to a kind- 
ness, which was worse to bear ; so that I stood really between 
two fires, and durst not resent either side. 

" ' O ye vile boy ! Ye Absalom, rebelling against parent 
and country. O Gaby 1 Gaby ! I am sure you did not find any 
ground for your sinful conduct in the good Heidelburg 
that I taught you. Sit down there, Uke a good lad, and 
see if you can say it — ^What is thy only comfort in life and 
death?' 

"Just as I was beginning to reply, my brother gave a 
shriek that made us all start to our feet. ' Send him to the 
gallows, I'll be hangman.' " 

" ' Hear you that. Gaby ?' said the Dominie, when the rav- 
ing man had quieted down again. . ' That's a voice calling 
upon God for judgment on your head; your brother has 
spoken his last words, and you hear them yet ringing in your 
ears.' 

" It was true ; Petrus had sunk into the arms of death, 
and I stood there, as I thought, his murderer. I felt it that 
it must be so, while the Dommie continued to pour out male- 
dictions upon my poor head, till I sank on the floor. 

" ' O Dominie ! Dominie ! have pity — have mercy on my 
poor misguided boy,' was the cry of my mother. ' My 
kind-hearted Petrus, my first-born, the. image of his father 
gone, and none left to me now, but this my poor ^vanderer ;' 
and here she fell into my arms, and cried only as a mother 
can. 

" * Gaby,' said the Dominie, after a few m'^^j/^nt's pause, 
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*you are too long here, unless you be seeking the gallows. 
As sure as there is a rope m Mark Snyder':^ barn, if he 
catches you within the town of Sopus, you will have to swing 
for it. Up, and be off with you.' 

" After that I met him, and told him all about you, and 
' succeeded in interesthig him in your affairs. So that you are 
bere, and your friend away yonder." 

" Well,'* said Bertram, " he must have drank deep intX) the 
spirit of his religion, when he can so help the outcast, and for- 
give such injuries as we put on his people. God grant that 
the time may yet arrive, when I may do something that 
will show I am still a man and a gentleman." 

In this way the two went on slowly, till they reached to 
the head of a narrow valley, up which the road ran, when they 
came suddenly upon Hoogenhuisen, still smoking and in ruins. 

" What !" exclaimed they, both at once, " more misery from 
war." 

" O, God !" said Bertram, " this solitary case makes us 
feel more than if We walked tlirough a sacked city. Domes- 
tic happiness in a single family we can understand, and feel a 
sympathy with. How many happy hours have been spent 
around that hearthstone !" 

" Yes," said Gabriel, who ,was trajisported in grief. 
*' Happy hours indeed have been spent around the fireside of 
Martin Schuyler. I would not have believed, had I not seen 
it, that any one could be so cruel as to level this home to the 
ground. Black ruins ! There is the kettle that old Anshela 
kept as bright as a button, half melted. The cellar always 
so well filled, now a chaos with charred barrels and broken 
pottery, and" 

Gabriel's heart filled full at the sight ; and mounting up 
on the rock opposite, he sat down on a shelf to indulge his 
grief, mingled as that was with burning tears of remorse — 
let us hope of repentance, in some degree. So long did ho 
seem inclined to sit, that Bertram found it necessary to re- 
mind him that the day was advancing, and he knew best how 
far they had to go, and what must be done. 

Gabriel said, " It is time we were gone ; but these ruins 
tell us that Brandt and his crew, and I am ashamed to say 
our friends, are not far oft', and are likely lurking about here. 
Both parties may now be within cry. Let us then," said the 
guide, " prepare oui-selves for friend or foe." 

With that they both proceeded up the Clove road, Gabriel 
intending to cross at a point opposite to the falls of the 
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Kant^rskill, and there to lie in ambush till the appointed 
time for action came. Somehow, both the young men had a 
kind of presentiment, that the centre of attraction was there. 
So doubt it arose from two ideas floating in their minds, 
Margaret's well-known romantic spirit, and next the dis- 
position of the Indian to seek some prominent scene in 
nature, as a mark for himself. To that celebrated place the y 
now ^eagerly bent their steps. Here an occuiTence took 
place which interrupted their progress, and but for their 
courage and experience would have put a stop to thfir ex 
pedition forever. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

A. PANTHER OR A CATAMOUNT. 

" The brave, 
None but the brave deserve the fair." 

DaTDKsr. 

Gabriel, sunk in reverie over the ruins of Hoogenhuisen, 
left the responsibihty of the sentry-box to his companion, 
whose senses were growing keener every moment to the 
sounds, and new objects rising around him. He was sure that 
some wild animal must be in the neighborhood; but not 
caring to disturb his guide, he merely felt more awake, and 
continued more watchful. The sounds were becoming louder 
and louder, till at last one fearful roar roused up Gabriel, 
who exclaimed as he started to his feet : " A catamount I 
run for that rock." And they both sprang to one that was 
near, and balanced on the bill side so nicely, that two men in 
earnest, with a stout oaken lever could have turned it over, and 
sent it rolling down the gorge into the stream. Here they 
both ran, and on the . lower side intrenched themselves, 
waiting for their enemy, who being above them on the side 
hill, came down upon them with tremendous fury. Their 
case seemed desperate, since all the advantage of superior 
position was on the side of the animal. Retreat was now 
mipossible, and their fortress was insufficient should he 
choose to besiege them by merely keeping watch. But they 
were not men to yield without a struggle. Bertram had 
^en the real tiger slain, when there was a host against hinu 
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Gabriel was a hunter from his youth, but this was the first time 
he had met the catamount, along with a single companion. 

On the creature came, leaping jrom height to height, and 
evidently bent upon taking his next spring to the top of their 
defence, which bent over them slightly, anS was only about 
five feet high on the upper side. 

." We must fire together," said Bertram, naturally taking 
the command, " if we w^ould make sure, and then spring 
up on the rock just as he leaps from it." 

Gabriel, who had now forgotten all his grief, and thrown 
aside all his Dutch sluggislmess, replied: "Then, captain, 
give him your shot in his burning eyes, while I aim for his 
heart." 

*' Have your knife ready," was the quick answer of Ber- 
tram. 

^ *' Tighten your belt, captain," said Gabe, as he drew up 
his own buckle one hole more, pulling his rough cap tight 
over his ears,' and looking where he might take hold of the 
stones, in case he must spring to the top of the rock. The 
sailor was not behind in his preparations, and stood ready. 

In the meantime the animal watched his foes, lashing his 
tail from side to side. When, crouching, he gave his 
threatened spring, landing fairly on the rock, where he 
received the contents of two pistols, which only made him 
more fuiious with pain. He gave a roar that was heard as 
high as the Dog's Pool, where Angelica sat smoking her pipe, 
till she rose in her terror and mewed the wildcat's mew that 
alarmed Elsie. 

The two skillful men had retreated to each end of the 
rock, so that their enemy's attention was divided and 
puzzled. Falling * down gracefully on his haunches, he 
seemed to pldn carefully his next attack, and Bertram must 
be the object of it, for the faces of man and beast woie 
within four feet of each other. The man's eyes penetrating 
so deeply into the animal's that thiey blinked under the power 
of intellect. ' , 

" Keep close to the rock, and more to your right," was 
the cry of the other man ; " he will leap soon ; let it be a^j 
fer down as possible." And the warning was scarcely given 
and taken, when, with another roar, the spring sent the cata- 
jnount down so far that by the time he recovered himself, 
the two men were on the upper side of the defence, waiting 
for their foe. The advantage was now all on their side, and 
the discomfited crdature, as if ashamed, turned his head 
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away a moment, half inclined to retreat. It was then that 
the bark of Rover from above attracted his notice, and 
roused him to his feet, evuiently with the determination of 
renewing fhe attack, but with more caution, for taking a 
circuit, he mdved up the side of the ravine, as if to regain 
his former vantage-ground. The two men were debating 
whether it would be best to allow him. to come on to their 
rear ; and like all divided commands, the council might have 
proved fatal. 

" You may stand here if you please," said Gabriel ; " but 
I am for that tree. I hate to have an enemy above me ;" 
and with that he sprung up and sat on a branch which over- 
hung the very r6ck on which his companion was ensconced. 
The animal, from this very motion made by his enemy, had 
put himself into a rapid pace, and was ready again to take a 
new spring as before. Down he came cautiously, when 
both fired, and their shots told ; but, raging jvith pain, he 
sprang upon the rock, over which Bertram slid, but only to 
encounter his foe, which was in close quarters with him at 
once. Out came Bertram's sharp knife, which played havock 
with the beast ; still the result might have %een doubtful, 
had not Gabriel come down and finished the battle, by a hall 
which he planted in the ear, so well given that the cata- ' 
mount turned himself on his side, and gave his last gasp. 

The two adventurers, wiping the sweat from their faces, 
mingled as it was with blood, sat down on the rock, survey- 
ing their fallen enemy with pride and gratitude. 

"A panther," said Bertram, at length, "and nearly as 
large as the Bengal tiger we shot at Bombay, iii the East, 
when there were fifty of us in at the death. What powerful 
limbs he has; and these horrible claws; see where he has 
torn the flesh from my arm here." 

" Not a panther, sir, as you may see by these black ringsxjn 
his tail. A catamount, if you please ; but so far as the fierce- 
ness and the power of the creature goes, there is but little dif- 
ference. The painter is sometimes seen in these mountains ; 
but of the difference, old Frederika Sax could discourse with 
you a whole day, and not be tired then." 

" My poor carcg,ss, Gabriel, my boy, would be quite as sore 
after the description as it is now. See how these holes bleed ; 
come, tear off a piece of my shirt here, and act the surgeon on* 
me, lest I bleed to* death." 

This being done after the most approved hunter's art, the 
busy Gabriel Commeliced immediately skinning the dead ani- 
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maL To the question put, " Of what use is it ? for you cannot 
use the skin here, and you would not burden yourself by car- 
rying it away." . 

Gabriel replied coolly : " You see, sir, it will servfetwo pur- 
poses, 9,nd more besides. It will prove good luck when we 
show these claws, and obtain bounty when we fetch those 
ears home. They are good money anywhere while fresh ; 
and the man who has lolled a catamount, as that tail will 
show, is not to be despised on these mountains. He will 
respect himself, and others will respect him." 

All these reasons were given while the process of denuding 
the animal of his hide was going on. After it was done, the 
operator took the skin on his arm, and climbed up a high 
tree, where he stretched it out on the trunk, so that it might 
dry without wrinkles. 

These events took place within a few miles of the Dog 
Pool, where thfi three women, in whom wo are interested, had 
their hiding-place ; but in these wild regions, a thousand men 
moviug singly through the thickets, would be like ships in 
a dense mist at sea, withm hail of each other, but in ignorance 
of being near any one. A mile more to the westward would 
have led the two men to the very spot^on which their minds 
"were bent. 

Weary and worn with the fatigue of their late contest, 
they sat down on the verge of the ravine, and commenced 
eating the fragments of their supplies, which Gabriel had 
carefully gathered up at the close of their morning meal in 
the barn, draining at the same time the last drop of Hollands 
from the square bottle. 

" Squeeze the sides of it," said the humorous guide, as he 
saw his companion holding up . the vessel, so that the drops 
fell into his mouth. " There is more where that came from, 
though we are not likely to taste it till we earn it ; and if 
my ears don't betray me, we shall have more work of the 
same kind before an hour passes. Hark I" 

The attention of Bertram was called to what his guide 
was saying, when a roar went up through the Clove in the 
mountain, which chilled his blood, and made him start to his 
feet as if he had been shot. 

*'The mate of our dead enemy," was the answer to his 
fears. " She has found liim out, and the skin is not so warm 
aa it was last winter. Well, it sounds mournful, and there is 
a sort of humanity in that scream." 

** I declare," said the other, " I wish that she could have 

12^ 
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ibmid the Sying body rather than the dead earcass ; sorrow^ 
eyen in an animal^ overcomes one. It is nature.'* 

" Up,** ^d the eager Grabriel, " for there she comes at frill 
speed ; let us to the top of the hill here, and have at least tlie 
advantage of high ground. Load as you run, and see that 
the priming be good. We will need all our wits.*' 

Doing as he l^e, he put Bertram up first ; and walking 
almost backward himself he watched the shaking among the 
bushes, looking out at tiie same time for some point which 
might, in case of need, be a place of defence. The old rock 
was now in his mind, but for lack of that, he was resolving 
to dimb the first tree which afforded a favorable harbor ; 
and had communicated his plan to Bertram, when another 
roar told them that the creature was upon their wake. She 
had scented their track and was hastening toward them. 

" Spring to that pine-tree,'* was the cry of Gabriel, and at 
the same time, he took to the one close by himself. When 
nearly half way up, they looked back with more security to the 
path up which they had come. Listening with great eager- 
ness, their late expeiience told them that something was irri- 
tating the animal below them. She was giving forth low, 
dull growls, like those heard by themselves just before their 
late foe prepared to roring on them. In a moment more tho 
report of a well-loaded gun came up to them in full vo- 
lume, accompanied by a yell which told that the ball had en- 
tered some vital part, though life was far from being extinct. 
Before Bertram had time to speak a word, he saw that 
Gabriel had slipped down from his perch, and was already on 
his way to the scene of action ; and in duty bound he mast 
of course follow his captain. Like all men accustomed to 
danger, the mere prospect of seeing fair play was enough to 
entice them to the place. 

When Gabriel arrived, he saw at a glance how mattei-s 
stood : a single man was in close combat with an enraged 
animal ; and the beast had decidedly the best of it, for tho 
man lay on his back, and was grasping the throat of the cata- 
mount, her tongue pressed from her mouth, discharging foam 
mixed with blood on the prostrate man's face, blinding him 
completely. So closely and stiffly were the combatants cla8pe<l 
that neither could the man rise nor the beast extricate itsell'. 
The two forelegs of the one were held down by the arms or 
the other so near, that when the claws of the beast would have 
been raised, the strength of the man was put forth with such 
vigor in pulling the neck down, that all efforts were as yet 
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?; J^-rain with tlie fore feet ; and by lifting liis knees to the belly of 
the beast, the hind paws were fixed in the ground below, so 
Tie^i' that they did no injury. , 

tie^ Such a state of things could not have continued long, and 
1 jet -considering that the animal was' severely wounded, it is pro- 
bable that it would have yielded had his grim cnptor 
ir^ strength left like what he still showed, to hold out ; but the 
Dcc' smallest change might have proved fatal where nothing re- 
imn mained but the bare human nails, against such claws and 
oli' sinews. 

r^>^ " Hold on," was the cry of Gabriel, the moment he came 
k^ near ; " hold oVi, and I will put my pistol to her ear." 
lai' *'To her heart, to her heart," shouted the man, "she will 
It ' choke me with blood." 

esi Quick as thodght Bertram took the opposite side of Ga- 
i j: briel, and putting his pistol to her heart, while Gabriel applied 
If his at nearly the same time, the great creature. With a scream 
VI almost human, fell over on her side, leaving the imprisoned 
r u. man alone at full length. 

ri- *' Are you hurt ?" was the first question put to the rescued 
;/ victim. Rising up, he shook himself, as if he were not sure 
^ that he was the same man who had been lying under a cata- 
mount a minute before. 

** I do not feel any way injured," was the answer of the 
man, in the full mock dress of an Indian; "but I think I 
mast be, after such a struggle. I forgot to thank you gen- 
1 tlemen, for your timely help. My throat would nt>w have 
been in her vicious jaws but for you ; for I could not have 
held out three minutes more." 
, All this time tbe stranger was panting for breath, and try- 

ing to stand on his feet. His face was covered with mud, 
and streaked with slaver, so that it would have defied his 
mother to have known him. Bertram had run and filled the 
bottle with water, putting it into the hand of the stran- 
; ger ; Gabriel was at the same time wiping his fiice with his 
handkerchief, used as a sponge. Both were doing all they 
could to restore the rescued man to calmness, and his 
strength. After these necessary things were done, they sat 
down to suiwey their fallen foe, and hear the account of the 
beginning of this combat. 

" It appears to me," said Gabriel, " that notwithstand- 
ing your evident disguise, your voice and eyes are in ray 
memory, like some old tune that I have beard snatches of in 
my young days. I am averse to ask you for a name ip 
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these times, but our late l^attle has put us all three on one 
side." 

" And you might command me just now, since you are 
two to one." 

" Any man," said Bertram, " who can fight a catamount is 
not to be despised even when laid on his back." 

" I have recognized you from the first moment you came 
in my sight," said the stranger. " You are Gabriel Smith, 
and my name is Teunis Roe." 

" Ha !" said Gabiiel, " who could have thought it ; and yet 
I might have known that the son of his father would be on 
the side of the king ; for I see that you are wearing one of 
his liveries." 

This did not soimd very agreeable to the other, but he 
merely replied, " I have heard that Gabriel Smith had on the 
king's livery for a year past ; how comes it that he has 
doffed it in these hills which are all under his majesty's 
power ?" 

"Reasons for all things, and you are the very man that can 
help in this matter^ Teunis Roe ; and as I knew you before to 
be honest, and now to be brave, I could wish to lay you 
uhder a bond of honor. We would ask of you a favor." 

" What you may command as a right, since I am indebted 
to you for my life." 

This led at once to a careful history of the reasons of 
Gabriel being there with Bertram, a stranger, on these moun- 
tains, and it is easy to imagine the mutual surprise of all tho 
three, when the whole story which both parties told was 
communicated. Bertram of course was the most astonished, 
the most enraptured, and the ijiost affected^with fear lest all 
their labor should be lost. 

" So near and yet we cannot find them I Oh, if we had but 
a few days to ourselves, we could hunt them. One thing we 
should be thankful for: she has escaped that villain Kiska- 
taam." 
• . " He is now hunting for them, and perhaps before you are 
aware of it, he will be at your back, aiming his gun at your 
ear. It is time that we got under cover. I have seen that 
snake this morning already, and I have not been able to leave 
the camp once, but he has been at my heels. Let us go up 
nearer to the Kauterskill Falls." 

" Have you made up your mind as to which side you will 
take when the Indians are carrying off the prisoners," said 
Gabiiel to the mock Indian : " for you know we can claim 
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being on the same side with Brandt and carry off our prize 
in the teeth of Kiskataam ?" 

*' That is if the man palled Colonel Clifford do not succeed 
in putting in a stronger claim and have a stronger hand in it 
than two men like you, in the dress of the common colonists, 
are likely to have with the Mohawk." 

" Colonel Clifford !" both called out at once. " He here ! 
then our cause is hopeless, unless we can obtain her by foi'ce 
or stratagem ; which do you suppose to be the most feasi- 
ble?" 

" When I was met by that fearful animal," said Teunis, *' I 
was on my way to consult a man of more wisdom than I 
have myself; though till this mornmg, I was better able to 
judge of hunting throusjh these mountains than a stranger 
possibly could be ; but I now am at my wits' end, and am 
willing to be led by any one in this matter. Perhaps I ought 
to have gone to him beforehand ; still it may not be too late." 

" Who is this person, Teunis, that you are now about to 
counsel with, if I may ask, for if we are going U> take the 
same work in hand, it will be proper thai we act together, 
intelligently." 

" Let me here," said Teunis, " tell you candidly that my 
life and happiness are alike bound up in the deliverance of 
Elsie Schuyler, and if the young lady be the same as I have 
seen, your interests are mine ; and so far you must trust my 
Avord. I have a plan which was in my mind before we 
met. It can be carried out all the better by three. Hear 
this, and tell me your mind. The party on the rock I believe 
are waiting for more prisoners, whom they expect. Some 
say it is the Dominie of Kaatskill. My own notion is, that ^ 
it is nobody else but your Lady Margaret ; and to-morrow 
there is to he a regular surrounding of the hills as far west 
as possible ; now if I cj^n get up a party of surprise it will 
either send Brandt off, when Elsie will come out of her hid- 
ing-place, or it may become a rescuing jDarty, should they 
, succeed in discovering the spot where I am quite sure she 
keeps her charge." 

" And what did you wish from the friend below ?" said 
the over-cautious Gabriel. 

/ *' I wanted encouragement: for my judgment has become 
scatte^d. Between this false dress, my father's wishes and 
my own likings and dislikings, I am like a dog that has lost 
its scent, ready to be whistled off by. any straggler on the 
road that will call him master." 
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" Unless you have confidence in the man, do not go near 
him. Your plan is excellent, and for your encouragement 
let me teU you,*' said Gabriel, "that, one of our party is down 
at the Dominie's at present, soliciting his advicje and aid," 

" You mean a king's man like yourself, in disguise ?" 

" Yes, the brother of the voung lady, and he carries docu- 
ments with him of such a kmd as will 'insure his reception.'* 

" And a warm reception it will be, as I am a living man. 
Your friend*s neck is not worth a bushel of beans in Dominie 
Schuneman's hands, unless it be on the authority of General 
Washington himself. It would not surprise me if he be hang- 
ing like a scarecrow to the first tree he finds outside of the 
church." 

" He would not dare to do such a thing in the king's domi- 
nions, and in the face of the authority he carries." 

" My dear sir, you are an Englishman, and very loyal, no 
doubt ; but our Dominie has more power in his parish than all 
the kings in Christendom ; but come, we have not a moment's 
time to lose.'* 



CHAPTER VHI. 

PUN, FBOLIO AND FOLLY, FINISHED SOBERLY. 

** Socrates, the great moralist, was^o famous for wit and humor, that the Athetiians 
gave him the name of The Droll."— Modkbn Plutabch. 

Clarence Clinton, after parting from Bertram and Gab- 
riel, made quick progress on his faithftil nag. There was good 
cause for the animal's haste — his mate was on the same road 
that night before him. Old Cornelius Wynkoop's negro . 
Ebp, was a dissolute fellow of his race, spending three nights 
in the week, besides Sunday, in some dissipation. He never, 
went far without a good horse, and though it might be to a 
distance, he was sure to return before his master had shaken 
the ashes out of his first pipe ; Kaarney's negroes were free 
livers, but were not the only set that lived a free life. Their 
masters and their sons do all the marketing, and t||e pro- 
viding, and the visiting, during the winter, upstairs, while 
the blacks do the eating and the drinking down in the cellar 
kitchen. The frolicking is done by both classes, at their 
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several haunts, near the villages, where might have been 
seen a swinging sign-board with the words ^' Cakes and 
Beer sold here," painted in the rudest shaped letters, as 
if patterned aiter an African's jaws and heels. Some crone 
of the real ebony color keeps the house for a white man not 
far off. Generally she is his own slave, of mbre than usual 
Bhrewdness, who prei^des in full freedom for the night, while 
he in the morning comes round from the big house for the 
avails of the carousal. There the negro dances, and the 
rough weddings are held; and under the rose the sons of 
the white men take great interest in these kiltocoys. 

Ebo, Wynkoop's right-hand man, loved a horse, as iall his 
race do, and mounted on black or brown, he forgot every- 
thing for the time. He treated the span impartially, taking 
them always out time about. The horses were brothers, and 
never parted from each other but they were glad to meet 
again. This instinct led them always to run to the same 
point when they could get free, and the wild Ebo had been 
found out before now in this very way, and traced to the very 
place he was most averse at being found in. 

As Clarence rode along in the middle of the night, to his 
great surprise and sudden alsurm, his horse set up a loud 
neighing and whinnying, which made all the fields around 
vocal. At short intervals, these calls were responded to, by 
others of the same kind, which increased in number and 
loudness in proportion as he advanced. All at once he was 
brought up standing at the door of a low cabin, where voices 
and screams went up, as if a hundred witches were dinning 
the air and performing their eldritch rites. " Black spirits 
and white, red spirits and grey," all seemed mingling to- 
gether. 

After gratifying his curiosity a moment by looking through 
the low window, he prepared to go forward^ but to his mor- 
tification nis horse would not move a foot, but sent forth one 
of his loudest neighs, that provoked the rider to vengeance, 
which caused the animal to make all the more noise, till it at 
last arrested the attention of the company within for an in- 
stant. One of the dancers came to the window, and seeing 
nothing, called to the fiddler, " Caaase, play up ;" and the old 
fellow within gave his bow a double stroke, that skirled on 
the strings till the screams of the company came again iif full 
force. Qarence descended and looked m more closely, In- 
tending to lead his horse past ; and such a sight he i^§yer 
beheld before. There were at least forty of the genumf^ 
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Guinea negroes, of purest jet, enjoying themselves in the 
most outlandish sports. The dance was a cross between the 
wild African iig and the low Dutch hornpipe. 

The astonished Clarence looked on, not knowing what to 
make of the scene. He had witnessed many wild outbreaks 
in his lifetime, but neyer anything like this : not even in theatri- 
cal displays. 

When they had fairly run themselves down, they fell on 
the floor, rolling and screaming over each other, till they ap- 
peared actually like so many large black hogs, with a few 
w;hite ones among them, roused in their pen, when some- 
thing has disturbed them. Gradually they slackened down to 
a lowered key, but not less din. That was kept up in the 
way we may suppose the cellars of Babel were found in some 
night soon after the confusion of tongues took place ; for not 
a word could be distinctly distinguished till some one cried 
oat sangaree^ and all rose, male and female, holding their 
tongues still, and their mouths open, as if they had discovered 
for the first time that they were choking, and could not 
speak another word but sangaree, till they took a swallow. 
It was during this pause in the state of affairs, that Black 
and Brown gave each other an impatient neigh, that went to 
the quick ear of all the delinquent negroes, who had horses 
therck Some one who had been out of doors ran in with the 
astonishing intelligence, crying, " Ebo I Robbin, your massa, 
come ; ole Kaarney at the door." 

Quick as a flash, the black rogue ran to the door, and see- 
ing^ the horse that Clarence held — ^he knew his shape and his 
neigh in an instant — ^he prepared his back for the whip ; but^ 
in the meantime, he would try^ some scheme, what, he could 
not tell ; but running up in the dark, to where Clarence stood, 
he screamed out, " Massa, massa, forgive ma 'passes, as Dom- 
inie says, in our Fader. Me come <Jown to Phcebe Cauter- 
walikin, but didn't mean to come ; forgive me ma Sets." 

Clarence saw that he was under some mistake, and quietly 
said so ; asking Ebo if he would help him to take this skittish 
animal past the door, for he was in a great haste to get on. 

By this time Ebo had opened his eyes, and had seen Lis 
error in regard to the man, but was still sure about the beast ; 
and suddenly changing his tone, he called out : 

" Ha ! Cowboy stolen massa hoss. Goot ; the tief found 
out dis time. Fo3t fal ente de trap hiniselv. He ! he ! he !" 

And his mirth returned with something additional to pay 
^r the fear he had incurred. All the company had felt the 
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alai-m — for the negro is of the gregarious tribes, the moment 
that one suffers, all the crowd suffer with him ; and so let 
one dance, and all join through complete sympathy. Quiet- 
ness had reigned till Ebo called out, " Cowboy," when a shout 
came out or the house, as the whole party, male and female, 
surrounded the man and horse. Old Aunt Phoebe, side by 
side with her grey fiddler, were there ready to seize the bridle 
of Brown, and chase the thief away with the broomstick. 

Clarence, in the midst of this black nation, found himself 
in a complete hornet's nest and .dilemma. To tell them who 
he was would be folly, and to go back would be to frustrate 
his whole plan. His first thought was to leave the horse in 
the hands of those who claimed it, and go forward stfoot. ' As 
he proposed this, he soon found that Ebo was in as great a 
quandary as himself ;* Old Kaarney would demand of him how 
he happened to be there, to make the discovery, and he knew 
that the bringing back of Brown would not save his own carcass 
from the lash ; so that between the doubt of the stranger 
and the doubt of the negro, there was rising an uncertain 
state of things. Old Phoebe, who was in reality the leader 
of the whole party, cut the knot in the right place, when she 
called out : 

" Take 'em to de Squire. To de Squire Burhause !" To 
this proposition all responded with the heartiest good will, 
and as Clarence found out that the Squire was not far off, ho 
hoped to prove to his satisfaction that he was neither Cow- 
boy nor horse thief. In the meantime, he felt a little mean at 
the suspicion he necessarily lay under, and resolved to keep out 
of the presence of a white maa if possible. 

At the time when all were about to start for the Squire, a 
young lithe negro came up, blowing and puffing with impor- 
tance, saying, as his breath would allow him, " the bulls ! tho 
black bulls !— Bob an' Peet." 

Hooree ! hooree ! was the sound that went forth on all 
sides. The young fellow had been sent off to drive two bulls, 
that were kept at opposite sides of Judge Abiel's farm, into 
the same lot, where they were sure to fight, with a force 
and a fury which could not fail to be prodigiously interesting 
to the blacks. With their characteristic thoughtlessness of 
all but the present, nothing was worth looking at except tho 
expected sport. Ebo, however, took hold of Brown's bridle, 
and led him down through the rail fence into the field, think- 
ipg, of course, that his late rider would follow, which he did 
with apparent good will. The two mad creatures were com- 
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ing toward each other from opposite sides of the field, foam- 
ing and pawing the ground as they drew near. They bent 
their heads, then rushed together with all their fury, meeting 
in the centre, when their skulls cracked, as if two rocks had 
come to one place, flung by the hands of giants. Retiring 
tailwise, they flew forward again with still greater force and 
anger than before, continuing these repeated attacks, till the 
one and then the other grew weak with the effort. When 
fastening their horns, they pushed, as one of the ruling spirits 
said, when asked 

" What would de Domeley say, Tom ?" i 

" Dey push like the bulls of Bashan." 

The great interest which Clarence took in the battle was 
in the human blacks, whose excitement was beyoud bounds 
as the fun proceeded. Young and old, male and female, were 
in one perpetual movement. At every new onset they 
screamed and laughed, clapping their hands, holding by each 
other, and then falling down, seeming more like persons pos- 
sessed with harmless noisy qDirits, than even black mortals. 
Rising, they wrestled, falling down together with the most 
frantic yells, in which there was no malice nor misery, but 
outbursts of mere animal feeling, like what young colts and 
even old horses will at times give out, when the harness is 
slipped off in the field. Ebo, who by this time had forgot- 
ten all about Black or Brown, and was seen in all parts of the 
field kicking up his heels, turning the wildcat, with eveiy 
other conceivable and inconceivable antic movement, came 
across old Phoebe, not seeming to know the difference 
between her great fat carcass and her daughter Jenny's, and 
taking her around the waist with his arm, she gave him a 
smart stroke on the cheek, telling him not " to 'suit the Mis- 
sus of King's Road Hotel." Turning in his pain to old CaBse, 
he hugged him with right good will, who, nothing loth, bug- 
ged him back again ; till, gf^i^g loose from the* strong arms 
of the brute, he seized his bow in earnest, playing up what 
he intended to be "Hail !" Columbia," but ending in "Rule 
Biitannia;" a tune of more familiarity with him in olden 
times, and one that they all liked better from its associa- 
tions. 

In the midst of this horse fun, Clarence stepped to the 
rear, and leaving the horse tied to the fence, he took the road 
afoot, plainly perceiving that he would reach his destination 
Booner in this way than roundabout by the Squire's. 

On. the road he was overtaken, to his gi*eat mortification, 



FUNj FROLIC AND FOLLY, FINISHED SOBERLY. 

by three of the late frolickers, on horseback, and ordered to 
stop, or be " shot through the small ob de back." 

Perceiving that his retreat had been discovered, soon after 
his secret movement had taken place, there was nothing left 
for him but to submit, in hope of escaping through the mter- 
vention of the Squire, to whom they said he must go for 
stealing that horse. After parleying with^ the riders a few 
minutes, their brains got puzzled by the question Clarence 
put to the spokesman of the party : 

" Where^ is the horse that any one saw me steal ? Pro- 
duce the animal." 

HeTe was something they had not calculated upon, for the 
fact in the case was, that Ebo had seized hold of the bridle, 
and was by this time far on th^ way back to the stable where 
he belonged: consequently no evidence of horse-stealing 
being on the ground, the fellows felt themselves utterly at a 
loss now when the prisoner was in their hands. 

" What duv Domilie Tom say to dis in de law before de 
Squire?" 

The person of whom this was asked scratched his wocliy 
pate with great gravity, and said : 

" Dis be de true law ; the body must be found vera de mur- 
der be." 

By this time other actors had entered on the stage. A 
company, consisting of at least sixty of rank and file, making 
an attempt at looking like soldiers, led on by a large brawny 
negro, who gave the word of command, " halt !" which took 
place after a while, but not till the leader vociferated sav- 
agely, and struck at the company till they screamed, as the 
colored race only can scream when a frolic is going through. 
Clarence all the while stood wondering what might be the 
end of this, when a new actor appeared upon the stage, in 
the person of a singularly dressed masque, that simply said, 
" this is my prisoner. Be goL^jjJt and taking Clarence by the 
arm, led him off a short dista^S^ saying at parting : " Keep 
the main road and make haste, for the day dawns soon alter 
cock-crowing." 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A DUTCH DOMINIE* AT HOME. 

•• Thus to rellere the wretched was hi« pride, 
And e>Q hit failings leaned to virtue'd side ; 
But in his duty, prompt at every call, 
He watched, and wept, and prayed alike for alL" 

Ck)LDSMITn. 

Clarence, walking on in the grey light, followed the well- 
beaten road, thinking of what he had witnessed with surprise. 
What chiefly affected him was the voice of the mysterious com- 
mander. He had heard it before, but where was all out of 
his mind. The events of the past forty-eight hours, together 
with the entire novelty of the scenery around him, were 
enough to efface any sensible impression ever made upon his 
memory; still the sound of the call, uttered in the dark 
morning, by this stranger, haunted his imagination all the way 
lie went ; and had he lain down to sleep, he felt that the 
sounds would still ring on in his ears. He had heard the chap- 
lain say, when preachmg on the words, " The voice is Jacob's 
voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau," that deceivers 
can disguise themselves in all things but their voice. Who 
is this ? Tune may discover. 

Day was beginning to dawn as our adventurer came in 
sight of the stone church that stood in the centre of a neat 
yard on the roadside. . A small village was* scattered aroun«l 
a mill. The murmur of a.watei-fall mingled with the dashing 
sounds of the wheel. Th<3re also stood the smithy, and tho 
tavern, fashioned aftgr those of the low countries in Europe. 
The fields showed a better cultivation than Clarence ex- 
pected in a new countiy. He did not know that the whole, 
region was more than a century old. A plain of considerable 
extent, running from the south as far north as the eye could 
see, was well dotted with dwellings, surrounded by ortjhards 
and barns ; while the hills here and there had bare places on 
their sides, showing that improvernent went on, promising 
fine results in time. 

Clarence came up to the door of the church, surveying 
it with deep interest, as it reminded him much of what he had 
seen in the Low Countries of Europe, It, was built oi' stone. 
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and covered with tlie same red tile so common in Holland. 
Posts were placed all along the road, with rings in them, for 
fastening teams; and a few sheds stood at the rear of the 
church for such as had more care for their carriages than the 
majority. The small belfry rose out from the middle of the 
square roof; and Clarence saw that a bell of some size hung 
in it, which, no doubt, had Jbeen the gift of some pious Dutch- 
man of the past, whose monument stood in the graveyard 
near by. There the traveller went first, and read in the grey 
of the morning, the names of the forefathers of the place, 
showing that they mainly had been of true Holland prigin, 
with less of the Huguenot blood than he had seen in some 
other places. Van Bergen, Van Kleek, Van Duesen, Van 
Vechten were most numerous, What surprised Clarence 
was the mixture of both English and Scotch, especially of the 
latter, in a place so far remote from the thoroughfares of the 
world. 

"These Dutch," he muttered to himself, "I believe are 
found everywhere except whei'e hunger and starvation are 
known ; and there, too, are the highlanders from Scotland^ 
that hungry country. You cannot starve them out." 

Here were Salisbury and Grant, McPherson and New- 
kirk, all met in this fine amphitheatre, surrounded with high 
hills, that were washed yearly of their best soil to fatten 
these lands below, and these, in time, became fit to support 
an immense population, already flocking into it from so many 
countries. Here, too, was the temple, where all worshipped 
their Maker, blessing Him for the lands where their tents 
were pitched in this Ufe. There are the graves, where pious 
friends come to shed a tear of grateful remembrance, and of 
holy hope. 

With such reflections, the candid young Englishman spent 
the half hour that preceded the sunrise, when he was told to 
expect a meeting with the greatest man of the place. Stand- 
ing as he did, at the door of the church, he looked to the 
east, and saw a stone house in the midst of a small orchaird, 
and the whole surroundings showed uncommon thrift and 
neatn^^. 

*' That is the parson^s house," said Clarence to himself, 
" no doubt, ^nd there is' the man of God himself; the in- 
structor, the guide, the friend, and the true patriot ; I won- 
der if he. be at all like the one I have just left I I marvel it 
our clergymen in old England would fight and preach for 
their country and their people, as these men are doing here !" 
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The Dominie Schuneman, of Kaatskill, with whom we are 
already somewhat acquainted, was walking slowly from his 
house to his barn, smweying things to the right and left, that 
he might have all put in order. For having been absent 
on public business for his people, he had of course neglected 
his own affairs, and as he lived more from his farm than on a 
salary, it was necessary for him to watch on all sides. Cla- 
rence, in order to give the reverend gentleman time to mark 
his presence, had walked deliberately across the way from 
the church door ; but as the parsonage stood on the highway 
to the city of Albany, every passer by was seen, and Scanned 
carefully in those times of excitement. The Dominie 
had seen the stranger, and was watching his movements 
with the " tail of his eye," as he continued to throw out 
handfuls of Indian com to his poultry, of ^yhich he had a 
numerous flock, including a herd of turkeys, that would 
have fed an army in a strait. 

" Good morning," was the salutation of the stranger, to 
which the pastor courteously responded by a slight touch of 
the cap, that eame close to his head, falling in flaps over the 
ears, sifter the manner of John Calvin, as seen in pictures of 
that great man. Indeed it was intended to pattern after that 
of the Polemical Republicans, of whom Dominie Schunne- 
man was a profound admirer, equally of his *' five points," 
and his political creed. 

Clarence, folding his arms, turned his face toward the 
mountain, which was beginning to reflect the sun, and said, 
as if he did not care for an answer, " I wonder if the old 
vrow will doff her nightcap soon." 

" Young stranger," was the quick reply of the poultry 
feeder, " it is not for such as you to dictate to her greatness 
before breakfast." 

Clarence smiled assent, well pleased with the t>pen sesame 
he had applied with such success, at the first trial ; and, as 
if to ingratiate himself still further into the good graces of 
the woithy before him, he continued to speak on. 

" Mother Mountain is like all her sex, somewhat freakish 
in her moods ; such a firm bottom would promise more con- 
stancy of temper." 

The answer to this was somewhat ambiguous, and warned 
the young man against presuming too far, and so soon. His 
intention was seen through, and was repelled in the outset ; 
lest there might be a setting back afterward, of an unplea- 
sant nature. 



A DUTCH DOMINIE AT HOME. 287 

'* When an old vrow, young stranger, prepares for a stormy 
journey, she takes off her nightcap at sunrise, and inexpe- 
rience thinks all is fair weather ; but wisdom knows, that in 
her good nature at home, she allows her petticoats to hang 
loose. When you see the top of the mountain clear, and the 
clouds lying on the sides, look out for a passionate burst be- 
fore night." 

Here the philosopher dropped his weather-wise cap, and 
calling out in a sharp, rough tone, " Tom ! Tom I You vaga- 
bond, come with me into the stable." Looking behind, Cla- 
rence saw the one he called for, in rather a dubious aspect, 
looking askance upon the stranger, as if he was more afraid 
of him than of jiis master. 

" What is the matter with you ? What makes you look 
so drowsy ? Ha, what is here ! What makes Dick all over 
in a niucK of sweat ? Who has had him out of the stable 
in the night ? Some black skin will pay for this before sun- 
down." 

The negro turned up the white of his eyes toward Cla- 
rence, who now recognized one of the frolickevs of the pre- 
ceding night — rather morning — and the one that seemed to 
rival his old Inquisitor Ebo, in the cantraps of the " King's 
Road Hotel." They cast significant Ranees to Ward each 
other. Tom evidently saying "a shut mouth catches no. 
flies. Let us be friends." The negro went about his busi- 
ness in anything but a comfortable mood, seeing a witness of 
his folly in such fg^miliar intercourse with his master ; and at 
the same time he was planning in his mind how he might be 
able to counteract the evil effects of anything against him- 
self, by something equally disastrous to the stranger. Work- 
ing himself into the firm beUef that Clarence had already re- 
.vealed all, he resolved to pay him back with interest. 

Dominie Schuneman, whose company we expect to keep 
the greater part of the time through which Jthis history ex- 
tends, was a man of large and wide influence in his time. He 
' belonged to one of the oldest families that came from Hol- 
land at an early day, and which had risen to some wealth and 
a good position. Of their ancestors, he was one who would 
not boast. When his wife, who rather looked up to the 
aiistocrat^y, would begin to trace back, he would curtly say : 

"The less of that Maria, the better. My name is Schun- 
neman ; and you are Dutch enough to know that that is 
skinner ; another word for plain butcher. A Yankeee would 
call it Skin-flint." 



288 THE DUTCn DOMINIE. 

But the parents of our friend were able to send their son 
back to the Vaderland, where, at Ley den, he obtained a 
liberal education, and was ordained to the Gospel ministry, 
which he had exercised with great fidelity in this place, 
Kaatskill, since his return to his native country. His parish 
extended from Caatsban to near Albany, taking in all the 
mountain districts ; so that he was as well known by the 
public now, as any man in the province, and knew as well 
what was going qu in it, as if he were an officer of the State. 
Trained in the Calvinistic theology, which renders men firm 
in principle ; drinking in the love of liberty for which Hol- 
land has been famous, and believing in the Presbyterian or- 
der of church government, which calls no man master, he 
was prepared to pray and fight against the devil and the 
king. His^dent temperament made him a fierce foe, and a 
firm firieird, while his superior learning raised him above all 
the laymen in his region ; and his office gave him a power, 
which he was not slack to use, on his own responsibility. 
He was a fair representative of the majority of his class ; 
both in their good and doubtful qualities. The whole 
colony of New York was in the hands of these Dominies, 
and it is praise enough to their memories, that that por- 
tion of the new Stages came out of that great struggle as 
honorably as Massachusetts, whose speeches, ring like the 
bell of old South, in Boston, " Praise be to me ! praise be 
to me I" . 

Clarence taking the hint given him by Gabriel at parting, 
followed the Donrinie into the "house, and when the break- 
fast was announced, sat down to the table as if he were one 
of the family. A large platter of fricasseed chickens, mixed 
with slices of pork, stood in the centre of the bountiful 
board, surrounded by other dishes, heaped with cold meats of 
different kinds. Venison and bear's meat, and hillocks of bread ' 
and bowls of milk abounded. The children swallowed gallons 
of a kind of porridge called buttermilk pap ; and all the grown 
folks seemed greedy of something called apple butter. After 
grace, said in Dutch, the master of the feast said, " Set to, 
help yourselves, and your neighbors will like you the bet- 
ter," and suiting the action to the woix3, he planted his fork 
in the leg of the fattest fowl, and transferred it to his own 
plate of wood, of which material were all the vessels at the 
table. His guest understood the hint, and did justice to the 
viands of which he really stood in want, not having tasted 
anything since his imprisonment at Snyder's, except a piece 



A DUTCH IXMINIB AT HOME. 

of apple pie, that fat Phoebe had thrast mto his fist as he 
went down to see the bull-fight. 

There was but little said during the meal, and that in a 
language which Clarence could not fully understand. Still 
he knew more than they gave him credit for. Having re- 
sided himself for some time in the Low Countries, he had 
picked up enough of the language to enable him to follow 
out the meaning of certain questions and answers given, 
in the purer style, which an educated man always uses in 
his family. The wife here was a large, gaUant-looking wo- 
man, with a chin that defied all <!ompetition, ^id her speech 
was with authority, not excepting the Dominie himself. 
She sat high like a queen ; of finely rounded form. Her 
complexion was pure white and red, but her look was harder 
than one would expect, in a place so remote from the pub- 
lic eye. It might be the times which made her severe ; but 
it Struck Clarence that she was too masculine to be motherly, 
and was more likely to be feared than loved by the people 
of the parish. Her husband always addressed her under 
the title 'Yftrow, which the stranger soon found was as mudh 
her official nam^ as Dominie was his, which she never f^ed 
to give him, fidfilling to the letter the spiritual injunction 
and example of Sarah, who called Abraham Lord (Do- 
minus). A swarm of children vfere round the table — not 
like olive plants, but more like Dutch cabbages, so round 
in their bodies; and what struck Clarence as remarkable, 
they all had the Latin terminations to their names, Jo- 
hannes, Wilhelmus, Martinus. If his ideas of the ancient 
classics underwent a change, as he looked into the faces of 
these young colonists, his opinions of the future race, taking 
these young rebels as a Sample, were, that they wpuld yet 
make a noise in the world. 

Breakfast over, the householder, with the handle of his 
knife, struck the cheiTy-table three times, when a large ebony 
wendi entered, placing a heavy clasped Bible before him ; 
when in marched such a drove of old and young negroes, 
that it seemed more a market-house than a single family. 
Where they found lodging and procured food, it was difficult 
to guess. The whites present took possession of the seats, as 
of right ; while all the blacks scjuatted doTSTi on the floor, 
becoming as still as midnight, while the father and the priest 
read from the sacred book in English ; for though it was the 
Dutch translation, he gave it in the other tongue fredy, as 
he went along. He read the forty-sixth Psalm, and BaiOi SB 

13 
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he dosed the book, ** this was the fitvorite portion of Lnther, 
in the times of his trouble. These are times of trouble in 
which we live. We need the same comfort and defence. 
Let us seek those from God. He then offered up fei-vent 
petitions in the two languages spoken around him. There 
was some comfort for all in what he said. Clarence observed 
that the common cause of the country was not overlooked. 
Defence against all enemies from within and from without ; 
nor was the " guest and the stranger '* passed by, when the 
wish was expressed that this ** youth of feir countenance and 
of pleasant speech might be prospered on his way, if he h^ 
an honest heart and an upnght purpose." After praver, 
there was a general rush for the door ; the young fry, white 
SBd black, alike eager to be off, and away from restraint ; 
while the older and the confidential lingered behind for ^ 
word of recognition, or for orders concerning the duties of 
the day before them. The Dominie was evidently a man of 
large business, from the conmiands hfi issued and the ques- 
tions he asked. Nor were these all about farming or parish 
work ; some referred to public business, but spoken in a low 
tone, which told the guest that he had not yet obtaihed the 
confidence of the femUy, nor of its head. 

The last who went to the door was Tom, who, knowing 
that all was not right, waited behind, like a, good soldier 
defending his rear against his enemy. 

"You were out at PhoBbe's last night, you rascal, and 
had Dick with you," was the pointed accusation of the 
master. 

" Lor, massa, who tol' you ? Me covered up de big book, 
and me tought it could no speak in de dark." 

*' I can see in the dark, you rapscallion, that you are. 
Get your back bared. Ten stripes with the raw hide will 
save Dick another race to PhoBbe's," 

Tom cast his jacket at once, at the same time turning 
round on his master, saying, " Your spook see dis gentleman 
here too at Aurit Phosbe's rV 

Clarence, who had not been an unconcerned spectator of 
the whole scene, became now an eager listener, since he * 
knew the cause of this present trouble better than, he cared 
i^bout. 

** What do you mean ?" said the enraged master. " Da 
you think such a gentleman as this seems to be, would stop 
m ^oh a bedlam as you have just come from ?" 
V . ^^i«re was a sharpness in tlie tone and a look of tlic eye in 
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the interrogator that made Clarence start, and which sent k 
look of fury into the eye of the culprit, who evidently wished 
to involve the young man in the same trouble with himself; 
so rising from his seat, he held out the letter which had been 

fiven to him, and was stepping forward, when he was met 
y the 'reverend gentleman half way, who, w;ith great dignity 
oi manner, held out his hand, saying : 

" You have some commands for me, I suppose, sir ? Excuse 
me while X dispose of this business;" and wuth that, he 
informed the impudent Tom that he might look out for the 
fiijl payment of what was owing to him, before he went to 
bed, unless something occurred that would njake atonement 
for the doings of lafet night. " Look out." And taking the 
whip he held in his hand, he gave it a swing, which made the 
snapper spring, so that Tom made a pair of clean heels for 
once in his life. 

* " Sit down, sir," said the good master. " I see that this 
letter is from my worthy brother of Sopus. Dreadful times 
these ; wicked devils, these red-coats. Unprovoked outrage. 
It would give them no more than they deserve, if every one 
engaged in that act were hung over these houses on a gnd- 
iron. Yesterday, too, setting that good man's Ihouse on fire. 
Poor Martin Schuyler. Savages, all of them. Gentlemen I 
Devils I" 

Ail this sent forth in fierce obiurgations, as he read the 
letter, which, for aught Clarence knew, was telling the pas- 
sionate Dommie how he had been engaged during the night 
of the Sopus raid. From the interjectional sounds that came 
out,' it was plain that the Dominie was in no good mood. 
He had more of the magistrate in his look than the minister 
of religion. Rising, he said with severe authority, "Your 
business will require consideration ; and as there are a great 
many things to be done to-day, we will dispense with your 
presence till we have more time." 

With this, he opened the door, when they were met in th^ 
hall by one of his paiishioners, inquiring if the Dominie 
had made " up the salve for Aunt Nelly's "foot." It was 
handed to him in a small box. Clarence saw inscribed on it : 
"To be well rubbed in; and this will cure with God's 
blessing?^ 

" A droll mixture," said the young Englishman. " Tliis 
tnan is a minister, master, magistrate, doctor, and if I may 
judge by my being sent to him, he is captain of the Kaatskill 

Whig militia. But I doubt very much if he serves me and 
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mj cause. Like his salve, I must be well mbbed ; and the 
cure will come with God's blessing — all chance. My notion 
is, to bribe some one as a guide, and flee to the mountains, 
trusting myself to Brandt, claiming his aid as an officer in 
the king's service." 

With these half-formed plans in his mind, he left the 
presence of the Dominie, wandering he knew not whither, 
but every now and then recurring to the idea of escaping to 
the hills. But it was not long before he perceived that that 
would be a difficult matter, for it did not seem to him that 
he was for one moment out of the sight of Tom, or of some 
one else that he had seen with Tom. At last the thought 
darted across his mind, ^^I am watched. They suspect me, 
and that vagabond is the spy." 



BOOK III. 
BURGOYNE'S FAILURE; 

BEING 

THE REVELATION OF SECRET CAUSES 

UNNOTICED BY THE GREAT HISTORIANS OP THE TIME. 



BOOK III. 



Thb real object of Vaughan's expedition to the north was, 
if possible, to form a junction with Burgoyne, who was now 
hard beset at Saratoga. All that was known of that daring 
commander's movements at the south, made the king's friends 
despair of his success. The communication between these jbwo 
extreme points of operation was entirely cut off; and he who 
was willing to become the forlorn hope of the army, was 
regarded by the one side as a spy and by the other as a hero. 
Messenger after messenger was thus dispatched and caught, 
and still another went for help as their fate still remained in 
suspense, till it led in some instances to desperation. He 
was ready at length for any deceit or scheme, bearing the 
least semblance of feasibility. Once succeed in getting his 
spies below Albany, with the river on one side and the 
mountains on the other, and what was to hinder their comma- 
liicating either with Brandt or with Vaughan in time to let 
Sir Henry Clinton know his position and obtain his aid. 
Having recently come all the way from Canada^ a journey 
over the Kaatsbergs, keeping back by the Round Top, 
seemed to him an easy thing: nor were there wanting gallant 
men willing to undertake the risk, at the command of such a 
Aief. How far their judgment was well informed or how 
well people of the country met these plans, 'must be left to 
our history. 



CHAPTER I. 

A FBISONBB IN DISGUISE, BEFORE A TRIBUNAL IN DISGUISE. 

** BoddDdns, Master Page, though I be old and of the peace, if I see a sword out, ray 
fingei;? itch to make one ; though we are justices and doctors and churchmen, Master 
Page, we have some salt of our youth in us : we are the sons of women, Master 
Page."— JosTici Shallow. 

Clarence Clinton, whom w^ left in a state of uncertainty, 

Eolitely bowed out of doors, and yet not at freedom, felt it 
ard thus to submit. He fretted himself wishing a thousand 
times that he had insisted on being taken up at once to the 
camp of Brandt. That being now impossible, he at length 
resolved to follow the current of events. So, composing his 
feelings as he best could, he set aboyt diverting his mind by 
observing what was new to him. 

It was evident from the unusually large number of people 
seen in so small a village, that something of importance was 
about taMng place. Following the current, he was landed 
at the church door, where was a motley assemblage ; such 
as he never supposed existed in this Province. He always 
knew that in a -colony, there must be brought together a 
peculiar people, different from those of the mother country ; 
but he had not dreamed of meeting such a foreign looking 
race, except in some country entirely different from old Eng- 
land. Looking at them merely on. the outside, his impres- 
sions were partial ; for he found a fairer representation of the 
Saxon race, than he at first saw. Here the substratum was 
indeed Dutch, as theii* speech proved, and also their dress. 
Some New Englanders, l^k and sharp in features, were 
standing in the midst of little groups to whom they were 
holding forth upon the affairs of the country at large, and 
others of them discussing some particular point of policy, 
when direct reference was made to the late attack upon their 
neighbors ; and what was best to be done both for their de- 
fence and for vengeance. 

What surprised Clarence most of all, was the mixture of 
those ^naturdly belonging to the country with both English 

13* i«* 
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and Scottish born subjects of King George. This, which be- 
came to his inquiring mind matter of great interest, was fol- 
lowed up ; and he learned from different sources, that one rea- 
son of there being so many classes, arose from the fact that after 
the old French war the regiment of Scotch, which was dis- 
banded at Albany, remained for the most part inl the colony ; 
and that a company of them, under Captain Salisbury, settled 
on these flats, retaming their habits and tbeir dress : for in 
the assemblage met that day, Clarence saw the Highland 
philibeg, that garb of old Gaul, which is so picturesque in 
the neighborhood of hills, and recalling all the romantic asso- 
ciations of the ancient class of Caledonia, he could imagine 
himself near the Grampian hiUs.* 

While this gathering was to our adventurer the subject 
alike of study and wonder, he noticed a face among them 
like one that he had seen in a dream. He puzzled his mind 
trying to recall some name that he might attach to it, but 
in vam. He viewed it in every possible light in profile and 
direct; and .while in each fresh light glimpses satisfied him 
that he had known the man in some other place, he still was 
at a loss to give him a locality in past history. Tall, thin 
and wan in his appearancfe, it was evident that he was not in 
the spot to which he belonged. His dress was buckskin 
below and a small cloak thrown over his shoulders which 
nearly hid a coat of homespun grey. He stood high in his 
stout shoes, under a cap of bearskin ; to which was added a 
beard that seemed to be but a part of the same animal's fur, 
cut from its neck. As his eye wandered around the crowd 
as if searching for some one, it festened at last on Clarence, so 
searchinglv thkt flie young man found the blood rising to his 
eyes ; and he was about to go forward and demand an explana- 
tion, when he was called aside with a slight tap on the shoulder 
by one that he knew to be an officer in his majesty's service ; 
but who had been taken prisoner six months before in an at- 
tack upon Fort Washington. The greeting on both sides was 
warm but silent, for both saw at once the necessity of prudence. 

" Clinton," said the officer, " why in the name of all that is 
good, are you here ?'•' 

" May I not ask of you the same thing ?" said Clarence. 
" You seem to be in the bear's den, and so near the mouth, 
one might think escape was desirable." 

" Oh," said the other, " I am here on my parole of honor 

* The late Wilhelmus Schuneman, l^q** g^ve the author this description. 



A FBI80NEB IN IHSGUISE. 29S^ 

and must run my chances of exchange. There are ten of us 
here among these boors.* 

" Pray," ssdd Clarence, " is that one of your set there with 
the rough cap ? Look cautiously around, for he is watching 
us, and his eves seem as if they would search me through. 
I am sure he is an Englishman, and I am confident of having 
seen him somewhere in my travels." 

Clarence's companion, by changing his place, fixed his eye 
on the xmknown, but declared that though he must know 
that pale face well, yet he had never seen him before in 
this region; and he could only conjecture that he must be 
some one in disguise looking around him for .sport, like 
others present. This was said to draw out the stranger he 
was talking to ; but Clarence merely said he had business, 
which he was afraid gentlemen on their parole durst not 
undertake, saying at the same time, in a whisper, " we are 
watched, and must separate for the present." 

"Well, we must of course; but," said the other, "I will 
gather our friends together, and we will keep ourselves on the 
alert lest anything befell you. Let Margaeet be our word ;" 
and with that the two parted to different sides of the Assembly. 

Clarence thought it best to mix with the colonists ; and 
stepping up to one who had the look of an Englishman, 
though dressed in the fashion of the common people of the 
country, he saluted him so that it became a sufficient intro- 
duction. 

** Is something of importance about to be transacted here 
to-day ?" was the young Englishman's first inquiry. 

" xes, sir," was the courteous reply. " On^ of Burgoyne's 
messengers has been caught on the road from Albany, on her 
way to Sir Henry Clinton, whose vessel is now at the mouth 
of the creek." 

" It is a lady then ?" said the inquirer, with some pertur- 
bation of mind that almost betrayed him. 

" It is a woman at any rate ; as to her being a lady is 
another thing. We are not accustomed to calling spies 
ladies." This was said with a sneer, not to be mistaken ; and 
for a hint fix)m his new acquaintance. 

" She is to be tried," he continued, "just now before the 
Consistory. She is a young woman, and very beautiful ; 
above the conunon manners, and, perhaps, a lady. But here 
cqmes the Do'minie, who will worm out her secret. You 

« This is c^Ten on the same aathoritj. 
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asked, I thiok, if this was a court to try such cases. No, 
not in law, but though the Dominie be no squire himself he 
always sits on the bench ; for he knows more than all the 
squires between Sopus and Albany, and rules them by his 
little finger, and a nod of his cocked hat. 

Clarence had not asked for this information, for he under- 
stood it from experience, and was prepared to hear sentiments 
\ like these from one who spoke more like an Englishman than 
a Dutchman, though he was evidently a colonist. 

" I perceive that you are an Englishman," said Clarence, 
" and are smiling at the power of this court to try a spy, as 
you say the. lady is?" 

" No, sir, not English boni. My father, after the fighting 
at Lake George, in the French war, gave up his commis* 
sion and received a large tract of land on which he settled, 
along with his company. We are most of us the sons of 
those men. The Scotch are clannish, and so you perceive a 
great many of that nation, though the greater part of them 
were so loyal that they could not live where the king's 
power did not extend, and have removed to Canada. Those 
here now are most of them true to their country, though they 
stiffly keep to their religion and their dress ; eating oatmeal, 
and living in houses on the earthen floor, where they drink 
oceans of whisky, to ' keep the cauld out of their banes.' " 

"Ah I" said Clarence, " those men with the kilt and the 
hose. A fine country for highlanders.^' 

'* Tell me here," said the colonist, " who you are, as you 
seem to be an entire stranger?" a new thought having 
entered his mind. He looked right into the eyes of Clarence 
for an answer. 

" I have a case before the reverend Consistoiy," was the 
ready reply, "and I am waiting till they meet. Are not 
those the members who have entered in at present ?" With 
that Clarence went in with . the rest, and took a seat in a 
large square pew that was made to. contain a whole family, 
from the full bottomed vrow, down to the round dumpling 
of the large dozen, common in those good old times, when 
children were like pumpkins round about the house. His 
new acquaintance, whose name he found was Salisbury, sat 
next to him, and was all alive to the business of the occasion. 
Suspicion of Clarence's business had induced him to take this 
seat, as if he meant to watch him. Nor was Clarence 
unaware of the suspicion. 

The Consistory waa caStei. \*o ot^«\i^ NXi^\)<i\iQinie, who 
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sat as president. He offered prayer longer than might be 
necessary. Patriotic sentiments prevailed, the recent devas- 
tation was referred to, and the abduction of two members, 
worthy of their place, was mourned over, and petitions- 
offered on their behalf. Sympathy for the distressed drew 
out sobs and tears from the multitude, and a fierce sighing, 
like a surging wind, ran through the whole house when the 
good man, in the style of one that chants pathetically, 
exclaimed, " Our country is desolate, our cities are burned 
with fire, our land strangers devour, and is overthrown by 
strangers, and the daughter of Zioi^ is left like a cottage in 
a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a 
besieged city." 

It seemed to the intruder that eveiy eye in the congre- 
gation was turned to the place where he sat, so that he felt 
a secret wish of sinking down into the ground out of sight. 
It was truly the case that the Dominie had an earthly mo- 
tive in this prayer. He took heaven by violence so that this 
British soldier might carry back a good report. This, said 
the man of faith to himself, will do more to make our ene- 
mies quail than a discharge of artillery. 

"Call te prisoner," said the ofiicer who Rat beside the 
reverend man tnat ho might be benefited by his counsel. It 
was a semi-sacred, semi-civil court. Indeed, the sqiure was 
one of the Consistory, as the pa!:-;tor always took good care 
that he should have his hand felt in all his parish. Nor did 
this mongrel court appear so much out of character to 
Clarence, who had seen the clergy of England sitting at 
quarter sessions in their canonicals, trying the poacher and 
the vagrant. The suspense of the stranger who had heard 
of a woman being arrested, who was describe^ as beautiful, 
and of superior breeding, when he saw the prisoner brought 
in, was great, but he was soon relieved ft-om his fears when 
the lady, who was unknown to him, stepped forward freely, 
and made her obeisance to the chief man on the bench. The 
Dominie wore his threo-cornered hat, a flowing wig of three 
stories, newly powdererl, and long white bands that lay upon 
bis capacious cliiest, so that he was an awful spectacle in the 
eyes of his parishioners, and of the whole African population ; 
but the lady was nothing daunted by the sight. 

" Who be you ? Vat be your name ? Ende vere do you 
come fraem ?'' said Squire Van Bergen, who was a real peace- 
ful common-sense looking man of fifty-five, or about that age. 

" You ought to know who I am, and should have some 
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knowledge of where I amfirom brfore you venture to inter, 
runt travellers on the king's road.'' 

This was said by the lady with some tartness, as if she 
really felt herself to be the injured party. She stopped short 
in her speech, and watched the effect of her reply upon her 
inquisitor ; whose brains were confounded by the hardihood 
of the woman whom he expected would have soon sunk un- 
der the question he put to her. But the Dominie m lur^pered 
something in the ear of the legal fimctionary, when he again 
woke up, saying : 

" Mataam, de country vants vatching, ende you were trav- 
eDin' py yourself, and you must tell vere you pe come Aaim ; 
'ende veder you pe goin', elz ve vill put you in de close up 
once." 

There was meaning in these words ; and though they were 
said with one leg thrown over the other, and the arms rest- 
ing on the knees, yet they were firmly said, and the prisoner 
saw too well, that it wonld be vain attempting to carry these 
men by storm. So putting on her sweetest manner, she 
said in the softest tones, " You surely dp not suppose that a 
lady could in any way endanger a dbuntry where there are 
so many brave men to defend it ?" and with that she gave a 
look aroimd her, on the ^es of the spectators, who were 
really flattered by her allusions to their courage. The lady 
showed to Clarence great moral energy ; and she was evi- 
dently Wound up to the highest pitch of excitement ; and as 
her eye for an instant rested on that of Clarence, he ahnost 
forgot himself and felt ready to throw prudence to the 
winds, and plant himself by her side as her defender. He 
was riecalled to sense by the squire asking : 

" Mataam, vere you de pearer of public dispatches dat you 
must pe alone on de vay ?" 

"You do not mean," said the prisoner, " that the good 
people in this Christian land, with such good men for their 
pastors, are such savages that a lady cannot go alone where 
she pleases ?" 

She said this looking straight into the Dominie's fkce, as if 
he was the one to answer that question which involved his 
calling and responsibility. Nor was she disappointed, for 
that earnest man was only waiting for the chance of taking 
up the case himself, since he saw ^ainly that the woman was 
too much for his honest elder, the squire. 

" There are savages in the land," said the Dominie, " but 
Ih'ey do the bloody work of their own master," 
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** You mean,'* said she, artfully misconstruing his allasion, 
" that I have nothing to fear from the inhabitants of this 
place." 

"' Nothing if your o^vn intentions be good. We are more 
afraid of serpents than we are of savages. There are both 
around at this time." . 

" I have heard, reverend sir, for so I esteem you, that the 
fierce Mohawk has been hear, but surely you do not perceive 
in me any resemblance to that monster ?" 

"Th^re are painted Jezebels, more cruel than Brandt, 
madam. But we have no time to parley. Are you the bearer 
of any message to our enemy now on the river ? Answer if 
you be, that we may get through with your business at once." 

This was said mth a sternness which could not be set 
aside, and which had the effect of rousing up the feelings of 
the assembly to a nervous intensity, so that a pin dropped 
could have been heard as she answered : 

" How should I be the bearer of a message in a country 
watched by a thousand eyes at every step ? If your gal- 
lantry be equal to your appearance as a gentleman and a 
Christian minister, you will order my immediate release." 

" Madam," said the dignified man, as he rose in his seat, 
" your evasion and your appeal to our chivalry will not avail 
with us. Do you know aught of this cup ? 

At this, a silver cup of rare workmanship was produced, 
and placed before the* prisoner ; when a slight shade of red 
which showed her chagrin more than any shame, passed 
over her fine but rather bold countenance ; but recovering 
herself, she said, " Supposing that I do know, you surely do 
not expect me to say anything that would criminate myself." 

" Dat's de law," said the squire, edgmg in a word ; " budt 
once vere did you hide dis cup last nicht before de lads found 
tee?" 

At this point in the investigation a young man stepped up 
to the Dominie, whispering in his ear, and at the same time 
putting a small parcel into his hand. This -was immediately 
4)roduced, and turned out to be a large silver hunting watch, 
with a silver face, to which a gold chain and seals of several 
kinds were attached. This rare timepiece excited universal 
attention, and diverted the minds of the spectators from the 
lady. Clarence took occasion to mark the movements of her 
lips and the corners of her mouth, which, notwithstanding 
her resolute will, showed her mortification. She lifted a 
wooden cup filled with water, that she had asked for soon 
^\ter she came in, and took a sip of it, and this she did the 
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whole time, showing that her cookiess was more affected than 
reaL 

" Stan^ up, Hanchy,*' said the squire, " ende tak* your oat' 
dat tee yUI tell de trut', de whole trut' at de day of judg- 
ment.*' 

" Vere did you find de vatch here once ?" was the first 
question. 

" Near the place where we found the silver cup." 

" Ende de verfe vas dat ?" 

" Where we found this woman." 

** £nde vere did you find de von^m ?" 

^^ I told you all about it this morning," said the great lout, 
who did not understand the object for which he was brought 
there. The Dominie, who was provoked beyond all endu- 
rance, rose in his seat, stcrming at the witness in such a way 
as would have driven all the brains out often dolts like him; 
and ordered him to teU his story as he had told it to him that 
morning. ^^ And see that you stand on both your legs at 
once, and keep your nose there from snifbing like old Egbert 
Bogardus' yeUow mare in the spring grass." 

His story was a long rigmarole, amounting to a few &cts. 
He and another of the same squad had been out sparking, 
when they overtook on their way home something that they 
took at first sight to be a spook, sitting by the road-side. It 
turned out to be this woman. She made inquiry after some 
one, whom the Dominie forbade him to name. They sus- 
pected her to be of the Tory side, from tjie person she in- 
quired after. Pretending to take her where she wished to 
go, they took her to a genuine Whig's house, and left her. 
Thinking that she had fiillen among her own class, she 
directed them where they would find a small bundle, which, 
instead of taking back to her, they put into the hand of the 
squire, who in duty bound consulted the chief man, and 
hence this investigation. 

"This," said the Dominie, "is a valuable timepiece. I 
see here marked on the inside of it a name that no one in 
this colony, of the true blood, has any ^ausis for loving—* 

' BUBGOYNB.' " * 

At the announcement of this name, which the Dominie 
said was engraven on the inside of the case, a general buzz rau 
through the house, which went further into the heart of 
the prisoner than anything that had occurred hitherto, as 
she evidently feared that the crowd would take ^e law 

*^Such a timepiece, marked " Burgoyne," and a cup, as here described, 
C'jne to light about twenty years ago. — ^D. M. 
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into their hands, and make quick work with her at the dack- 
ing tub ; for the name of Bnrgoyne was as famous for loose 
morals as for the owner's enmity to the colonists ; and in a 
pL^e where a vile woman was a baser object than a vile 
man, Jezebel would be as likely to suffer some penalty as 
King Ahab. 

Silence was shouted by the Dominie. **Have you no 
manners, nor regard for law, that you look like a set of bar- 
barians, about to eat a woman up alive ? A precious bite 
you would have in your mouths, rolling it Hke a sweet morsel 
under your tongue. Dick Overbagh, you great gomeril, 
take your seat." 

Quiet being restored, the examination of the watch was 
continued. The case was opened and shut twenty times, the 
woman's eye following every movement. He stopped, shut 
it up again, weighed it on his fingers, drawing the seals 
through his hand, as if satisfied, and seemingly was about to 
hand it back to the late possessor. Clarence had marked 
her features during movements, and saw evidently her eager- 
ness to be through with the whole. When the Dominie 
made as if he would hand it back to her, he perceived such a 
sudden gleam of pleasure that he was sure it meant relief; 
for he drew his hand back, saying, " We will give it one more 
trial." , Clarence really thought it cruel in the man to torture 
her by this tantalizing movement, for the blood rushed sud- 
denly to her heart, thi*ough this unexpected disappointment'; 
and she sat down, holding her hands so that her chin might 
rest upon them, as if saying, " I will see the worst of it, and 
defy you." 

The Leyden student had not dug for Hebrew roots in vam. 
To the search he went again, knowing now surely in his own 
mind that something was here, and of value. He went over 
the whole surface with his thumb nail, pressed upon every 
place he suspected ; when at last he did touch a sprmg, which 
revealed a double case, within which there- lay carefully a 
small bit of paper, bearing the words : 

'* De spe decidere:" 

" Read this,'^ he said, with a smile. " What does this 
mean ?" 

" Nay, nay, Dominie ; that is for you to read and explain, 
who are the only man of learning here." This seemed to be 
said by all, for no one would have said less of a student from 
Leyden, and a Dominie. 
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" * We haye logt all hope.' God grant that it may be bo,'' 
was the fervent saying of the reverend man, as he translated 
the inscription on the secret missive. 

"What is meant by that. Dominie?" was called out by 
twenty voices at once. 

" I think it means that Bur " Before he could return 

an answer, a rush of men to the door bewildered the Donu- 
nie, and all around him, so that they did not, for a few mo- 
ments, know where they stood. So sudden and great was 
the alarm, some thought one thing, and some another, hut it 
"\)^as evident that the greater part supposed that Brandt was 
surrounding the house. The pastor here showed his true 
courage. Raising his voice like a trumpet in the place 
where he was sure to be heard with effect ; he cried out : 

" Shut the door, and bolt it there, Jack Pearce. Stand 
firm. Salisbury, here, leap out of that window, and rouse 
our friends, ^ow, men, stand to your arms. Here, Captain 
Hallenbeck, take your place and muster your men." 

The Dominie was first in war as in everything else ; nor wa« 
he behind in the true argument, for sitting down, he delibe- 
rately took out a pair of large horse pistols, and examined them 
with the eye of one who knew how to use them. The whole 
Consistory were equally well armed, while the men in the 
seats were lifting up guns that were lying safe and inno- 
cently beneath their pews, and began shaking fresh powder 
into their pans out of their hunting-horns with something of 
the zest of those who watch a deer lick. 

" Look well to your fiints," was the order from the desk; 
" and when you see the first signal of danger, lie down till 
we know where our enemy is standing. Spare your fire till 
you mark your man. Some of you climb up to the belfiy 
and snap off the leaders." 

Here the squire, who had descended from the bench and 
was sitting humbly on a lower seat, remarked loud enongH* 
for the rest to hear : 

"The Dominie might hev some pity on himself, ende 
hide his head in eene kooi-maat." 

" Nay, nay ; the bullet has not been cast that will take me 
down, squire ; I have as much fat on my ribs as will hide a 
dozen pigeons' eggs. Come up beside me here, and let us 
remember how our two brethren of the Consistory are up in 
the mountain there, prisoners of that heathen Brandt. Oh, 
how I would like to tell him, and his Master George, that 
sent him, * en met we\kft msA.^ ^^xEife^\.TaIu wedergemeten 
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worden.' For the benefit of these who do not know our good 
Dutch" — and here the speaker glanced toward the eyes of 
Clarence — ^let me give it in English : ' With what measure 
you mete, it shall be measured unto you again.' " 

By this time the cause of the uproar was made known. 
A report was spreading through the crowd out of doors, of 
Burgoyne's defeat at Saratoga ; and as a multitude are never 
too particular in trying the evidence of good or bad news, 
they shoated so loud that the report was believed. 

" Open the doors," cried the I)ominie. " Three cheers for 
General Gates I three times three for Washington ! Now for 
thanksgiving to the Capt?iin of Salvation." 

In an instant that uproarions crowd were still as a Sabbath 
assembly, bending their uncovered heads, and following the 
voice of their spiritual guide, as he led them to the footstool 
of the Great Deliverer. It was an impressive sight, only to 
be seen on remarkable occasions, when the souls of earnest 
men are wound up to the highest pitch to meet a danger, 
■ and then suddenly to be thrown back within themselves, to 
record a deliverance. The prayer of that day seemed to 
Clarence more like inspiration than anything he had ever 
heard. All that passed had taken them so completely by 
storm, that even he, from the other side, could not refrain 
from joining in the rapture. 

After they began to recover themselves from their ecstasy, 
one and another of them asked, " Where is the woman ?" 
** Where is the prisoner ?" " Vere is de lady ?'' said the old 
Squire ; " I putten down mien head at de Dominie's prayer, 
and ven it over she vas avay." Such was the tale they all 
told. 

" Jake Van Denser, look after the prisoner," said the real 
president of the day ; " and now the Consistory is adjourned 
till after dinner." 

With that all left, evidently pleased with the doings 
of the morning, but expecting still more before the day 
was over. A signal from the leader of the day brought 
Clarence to his side, when he was told to be on hand at the 
hour appointed. 

" As your case requires both secrecy aiid dispatch, you will 
see that nothing comes from you, informing any one of our 
meeting. An hour after noon, at the parsonage." 

The emphasis put upon the word secrecy^ told painfully on 
the ear of the young man ; but he had no resource left but to 
stand it through to the end. 
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CHAPTER n. 

A MASQUEKADE. 

** There !• drollery under the blackest face ; 
Hm not a sackcloth c|oud a silver lining V* 

Thb Eldks Burtov. 

Our young adventurer went out" from the presence of the 
Dominie, chewing the cud of bitterness. He felt ready for 
anything that might open for him a way of escape. He was 
becoming sure that the meshes of a plot were drawing around 
him. 

" This man," said he to himself, " parson or judge, is a fit 
executioner for that mock governor, who has handed me 
oyer, through the other parson below ; and I am fool enough 
to wait here till he has time to put the rope around my 
neck." 

Here he looked up to the mountain, and saw the smoke 
that rose from the Indian's camp, where he was sure of being 
well received ; but how was he to make his escape without 
exciting suspicion? In his quandary he began to whistle, 
when a man passing him, whispered : " that air is out of dat« 
in this region." It was " God Save the King," a time that 
had become treason on the west side of the Atlantic. So 
Clarence, the brave soldier, stopped his breath as if he had 
been shot by the same air-pistol which was fired at George 
in. himself on his way to Parliament. 

Strolling on, his eye was attracted to a strange-looking 
dwarf, who moved before him in the manner of the China 
images of the London tea-shops, steadily forward, yet shak- 
ing at every step, as if it must be the last before a fall. So 
interested did his study of the creature before him become, 
that his attention was completely riveted. We can guess 
what his astonishment was, when on his right hand, first, 
there rose a sharp whisper, " Follow him," then on the left 
hand, a still sharper call, " Follow him, he has something to 
tell you." Clarence coujd not help looking on both sides 
for the speakers, but there were none on either. But led on 
as he felt inclined, he stepped after the dwarf to a bridge; 
when coming up over the right-hand guard, a voice di»- 
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tinctly said : " Captain Clinton I" Running to that side, the 
amazed passenger looked, seeing nothing, nor any one. Per- 
suaded, however, that there was a connection between the 
invisible whisperer and this visible imp, he through curiosity 
followed on till he came to a small tavern, standing by a mill, 
surrounded by a few houses, built of red and yellow brick. 
The inn had a low stoop^ which ran along its front, on which 
were forms for the lazy and the lame. A group of motley 
gossip-mongers were all around, made up of white, black, 
yellow, and other dingy colors. • Dame Krouse kept the best 
of "Hollands imported," as she said on her sign-board; 
though her negro Tim, a great braggart, declared that he 
was a "better brewer than the bogs of Dutch Ian' 'duced." 

The different groups of men were engaged when Clarence 
came up to the tavern door, according to their tastes. The 
grave and grey men were discussing the late trial, and others 
were playing at quoits, and pitch the stone ; while the boys 
were running at tag and leap-frog. It was a busy place 
considering the size of the small hamlet. Somehow a report 
had gone through the country, that an affair of moment de- 
manded the presence of all who were able-bodied, and with 
the instinct of animal nature, they came where the carcass 
was. Sopus had been burned; Brandt was on the moun- 
tain ; and Burgoyne had been captured, and something must 
be done at home to prove their interest in the public weal ; 
even the young fry of the place were ranged under a captaiii 
of their own size as soldiers, following the sound of an old 
frying-pan, which a thick-set bare-headed negro, of the class 
fumpleton, was beating with a club, in imitation of a bass 
drum. 

Our adventurer stepped on to the piazza of the tavern, 
and mixed with the men who were engaged in discussing the 
affair of the church meeting. It was plain enough that a 
difference of opinion existed outside the Consistory, notwith- 
standing the apparent acquiescence in-doors, concerning the 
precognition of the woman's case, that morning; nor was 
the Dominie without his share of censure. The public mind,* 
always severe at the time when treason is ripe, and when 
fear has the ascendency, was loud against the woman who 
carried such unmistakable evidence' with her of being a spy, 
and of holding communication between Burgoyne's army 
and that of Clinton. 

"Did na ye see the face o' the limmer when the minister 
put the question to her ? she spoke up as bardy as you like. 
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Na, I thocht that the gude man himself was a wee bit 
bewitched, else he would na been sae easily bamboozled wi' 
the pawky quean." 

This was said by a brawny Scotchman, who held in 
his hand a pewter cup, filled with the strongest kind of cider- 
brandy, wuich he sucked up with a zest that showed his 
•experience. 

*' Such stuff as that is gude enough to wet one's wizzan in 
this couutrjr, where you canna get better ; but, man, if I had 
but a coggie of Glenlivat, how it would mak' me fidge wi' 
fainness. But anent, that action o' the minister's, he should 
hae sent the jade to Albany.*' 

"Donald Grant, you are always finding fault Tiith the 
powers that be ; and even the Dominie cannot escape your 
rasping tongue." 

This was said sharply by a small man, dressed in sihrer 
grey, th^t fitted close to his body, and though worn bare, 
was carefully brushed. His look and his niaaners bore evi- 
dence of his New England origin, and his pedantic speech 
spoke him to be of the pedagogue order, a class of men that 
have done much to leaven the west side of the Hudson with 
the love of learning, and who had, notwithstanding the repug- 
nance of the Dutch to all the Yankee brood, found their 
way among them as peddlers, pedagogues and singing- 
masters. 

" Noo, maister," said Donald, " you would teM me that 
men in authority should be respected, and my mither, aye said 
that ministers were black craws, to shoot at ; and there's 
yoursel', for instance, in your schule, have a gude ri^ht to 
use the taws in makin' your words be enforced, but if you 
wranged my callant there, I would lick your hide out here, 
till you were black and blue. Noo, as the Dominie himsel' 
says, you can mak' the application of this discourse at your 
leisure." 

" I am not going to contend with you. Grant, when club- 
law is the rule ; but law is law, and must be obeyed. The 
men that administer the law must be sustained, else where 
are we going to but down-stream ? — and for my part I do not 
value a man more than a tenpenny whittler, who does not 
stand by the law. There now, something is going on among 
thait black generation. I must look after these imps of 
Satan." 

" Mind, maister, PU not let you interfere with a wee bit 
fun, for I like it o'er weel myael*. You are Idng in your 
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ain dominion, but here jrou are nae mair than a common 
man." 

*' Dat's true, Grant," said a rough-looking native, with as 
many capes on his coat as there are plies on a tulip, and 
whose whole exterior was homespun in a figurative and 
literal sense; "budt de same ting cannot pe said ov de 
Dominie, who is a great man every place he goes." 

*' Oh, you need na mak the man mair than mortel, Myndert 
Overpaugh, Set him down on a rock, with a spoon hi his 
han', and he will find as little to sup as the smallest o' us all." 
Grant was determined to fiind fault, and his spirit was up 
after he had drank a second cup of the cider-brandy. 

" That's a fact. Grant, the Dominie can brag Avell enough 
on the bench yonder, when he has got all the congregation to 
carry out his will ; but I would like to see him in the 
woods alone, and see if he would be so strong as he pre- 
tends." 

*' Now," said Grant, " I will not let any man say a word 
a^sdnst the gude man in his absence, mair especially against 
his courage. He is a stoure bodie, and there, nae later than 
last Saturday nicht, that ne'er-do-well Bob Eltinge and his 
crony the smith, were determined to shoot the gude man, 
between this and Coxsackie. They hid themselves behind a 
tree in the woods, and lay wi' their guns ready piimed ; but 
the minute that they saw the white o' the Dominie's een, 
they fell down like shot doves, and let him pass. That proves, 
Bromie, whatever you may say to the contraer, that nae 
man should lift his nan' against the Lord's anointed." 

By this time the party had entered the mill, and were 
mounting to the lofk, to which Claifence had ascended by the 
rear, unquestioned. Sacks of grain lay around the large 
apartment, and on these sat a crowd of different kinds of 
people, who were enjoying greatly some sport going on at 
the upper end of the gallery. Bags of the wheat had been 
thrown together, so as to form a platform above the main 
floor.. On these were nine other sacks, which served as 
seats, where were sitting as many blacks, dressed 4n their 
masters' clothes, which they had borrowed without leave. 
The middle seat had on it one dressed in the true outer garb 
of the Dominie. His cocked hat, but crushed in at the sides, 
his coat, but rusty, and a large towel tied around the neck, 
fell down over his breast, m square ends, to imitate the 
Geneva bands. Four on the right hand, and as many on the 
left, represented the deacons and elders, while in the fx(m% 
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stood a young ne^o, dressed in woman's clothes. A faded 
silk gown, with a high bonnet held np, so as to look like the 
high knots of hair fashionable among high-born ladies. 

**The black devils that tiiiey are,'* said the man of books. 
•* What a &cnlt7 they have for imitation. Making fun they 
are of serions things. I must teach them Connecticut man- 
ners ;'' and here he was about to act the part of select man, 
when Grant spoke out : 

"You'll do nae sic thing as stop the masqueraud. Let 
them get their sport out. My certie, but they play it weel, 
Noo be quiet." 

The mock Dommie called out in tones meant as imitation 
of the real voice: 

*' Dis Consist'iy come to order. Squia, perceed." 

The man called the " Squia " had on spectacles like his i 
model, and pen and ink before hipi, as if prepared to take 
notes. 

** That's intended for mockery of the Consistoiy," said the 
teacher, '* and shows how the public mind is exercised upon 
that trial of the woman. Hear the sham Squire, how he 
questions the female lady^ that had the cup in her sack." 

" Ha ! but s^e how the black gipsy tosses her head there, 
imitating the white linmier in the kirk, that we saw. Her 
curls swing finely. See how thae blackamoors jump at the 
sicht. It's perfect pleasure to them. But, man, what a noise 
they mak'. I could hear it frae Cladich to Loch Awe on a 
Halloween nicht." Here Grant was getting disgusted with 
the capers, and stepping forwsird himself into the midst of the 
den, he lifted up a stout fellow by the nape of the neck and 
the seat of his tubbs, and gave him a few slaps with his big 
hand, that made music of a kind that brought order out of 
confusion, as he said, " If we are to hae sport, let us have it, 
and nae maer o' deviltry," 

Here the president called out at the top of his voice, 
*' Silends I perceed to furder bis'ness." 

*' Call ^ in de oder prisoner," said the mock Squire. A 
young, lithe negro was Jhere brought forward, charged with 
stealing a horse from Nellius Wyncoop, being a spy, and as 
guilty of forgery. • 

"What can be the meaning o' that?" said Grant. 
**Naithing o' sio kind has come up that the public kens 
about." . 

** That is, you have not heard about it, you mean. Every- 
))ung is not told to Donsdd Grant that happens in the coiurt 
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of justices, or it would not bo a secret very long after he 
got it." 

*' What do you mean with your jibes and your hints ?" 
said Gkant. *' If you don't tell me all you ken about that 
business, I'll serve you as I did that black dog there a minute 
since." 

And with that the rough Scotchman was about taking 
the cross-grip, when the man of letters sputtered out, " Let 
me alone, and I'll tell you all I know ; and listen yourself for 
the conclusion of the whole matter." Here a full account 
was given in loud whispers of the appearance Clarence had 
made that morning, and of the trial that was to come off that 
afternoon. " See that Tom there, the Dominie's chief man, 
sitting in the middle. He has access to all liis master's 
» secret drawers, and generally can tell beforehand what 
disposal the reverend man intends to make of his cases." 

Clarence, who heard all the account given to Grant, looked 
to the prisoner, and saw a fac-simile of himself in size and 
dress, to the very patch on the knee, pointed out before. 
There was no more fun in the play to him. A strange goxi- 
fusion of ideas was curdling up in his brain, like what he had 
often experienced in a dream. He took hold pf his own arm, 
to be certain of his o^vn identity. It seemed like phantas- 
magoria. He was recalled to his case by the mock Dominie 
crying out : 

" My freen and Bruder Doll .ne*bber steal Nellius Wyn- 
koop's horse. Me know nothink of dis letter ; youd a spy, 
to be hanged at te cart tail." 

Here the masque at the bar, cried out, me no spy, but true 
man, seeking my sistern. 

Here was such a clapping of hands and screeching, that it 
seemed Bedlam let loose. All the dominoes on the sacks 
joined in the fun, forgetful of their mock dignity. Quiet bp- 
ing restored, the call was given to bring in the witnesses. 
When Caese, the old fiddler, stepped forward, and gave a 
rambling account of the frolic at Phcebe's Hotel, and of do 
man who came and spoiled de dance, in de middle oi* de fine 
tune, by de niggering of Nelly Wynkoop's horse. 

"Wat says de prisoner to dat ?" was the president's demand. 

** O your reberence, me on de way to de mountains to seek 
ma sistern." 

These words became the password to sport, all through 
the proceedings, and never failed to make the rafters ring 
with the echoes of uproarious laughter. 

14 
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" Please zur," said the black squire, in mock gravity, "vats 
dat in de breast pocket ? Constavel, help de prisoner to take 
out dose putty tings.*' 

Here a stout fellow put his hand into the bosom of the 
accused, who screamed out, " Don't take dese tings away frob 
me, dey are for ma sistem I" 

" Treason 1 treason 1*' was shrieked out, as a pair of large 
horse pistols were laid upon the table. Those who did not 
know were actually taken by surprise, at the sight and 
sound, while those who did know, believed that the case 
which this foreshadowed was more serious than it had 
hithei-to seemed ; and the cry of " treason I treason ! to the 
gallows with the spy," rang longer and louder than mere 
sport called for in a masquerade trial. Had Clarence been 
seized at that instant, he would have felt less surprise than 
he did at the farce itself. Indeed, he half expected some- 
thing to happen, and was preparing his thoughts for the 
worst. Here was an evident thrust at him. His object was 
known. He was regarded by the lowest grade here as either 
knave or fool. An attempt was making to excite public 
opinion against him. " Let me try and escape,'* he inwardly 
said to himself. . 

The farce was about to proceed, when who should stalk in 
but the great man himsdf, with a long whip, that he could use 
at ten yards* distance. Making it crack at the snapper like 
a pistol, there was such a scampering among white and black, 
as might well have employed the pencil of Hogarth, who has 
given us the Village bchool in an uproar. Loud natural 
squeals came from all sides, as the scourge took effect upon 
the hips of the retreatmg crew, who crowded out like a drove 
of hogs through a narrow gate, making the hindermost suf- 
fer for the sins of the foremost, while the Dominie sung out : 
" I'll learn you to make the venerable Consistoiial Court of 
the Protestant Reformed Dutch Church of Holland, in these 
United States of America, now independent, the subject of 
fun. You blasphemous crew that you are! I never knew 
where Pandemonium was before now. You black imps, to 
mount up to the clouds playing your cantraps. Take that.** 
And here another, and another full swing of the stout pastoi^'s 
arm made the court and the audience tumble out in mixed 
confusion, that soon exhausted the wrath of the avenger. 
Coming upon the fellow that had played the part of the fe- 
male* spy, all dressed up in a full suit^of the 'Yfvrow's own 
-wardrobe, curls, high-heeled shoes and all, he roared out iu 
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loud laughter, that shook his. big sides and stopped his whip 
hand. 

The couple that stood beside Clarence had found their way 
out first, being close by the door. Grant coming up at the 
back of Clarence, gave him a hard clap with his open hand 
on the back, thinking that he was one of themselves, and 
saying : 

" Frein', what do you think o' that kind of play actoring ? 
I beg your paurdon, I thought it was our neighbour Charlie 
Forbes, the English officer. I never saw twa backs sae like. 
But nae offence I hope,'' said the garrulous Scot, putting his 
arm into that of Clarence, as if he had known him aU the 
days of his life. 

" Maister," continued the talking man, " I was just speerin 
,at our frein' here, what he thought o' that lun in the loft 
there." 

" There is something about to go on here at the parson- 
age, that will explain all we have seen in that darkness 
there," was the knowing reply of the pedagogue, who prided 
himself on being acquainted with everything before it took 
place. 

** Oh, aye," said Grant. " You mean that we have been 
looking on the shadow, and that the substance is not far off." 

**0r to speak more classically, we have been observing 
comedy, and now for tragedy," was the pedantic language of 
the man of letters. ' 

*' As to its bein^ mair classical," said Grant, " I'm thinkin' 
Norman McKenzie, the schoolmaster of Aberfeldy, would 
say the scriptural figures were the maist classical of the two ; 
but that's neither here nor there, at present. I am ready to 
argue that question wi you next Sabbath day, atween preach- 
ing ; in the meantime, see if you can get me in to hear that 
tragedy you speak of, since I have seen the comedy up in the 
loft yonder." 

Here the two followed the stream of persons who were 
making their way to the parsonajge, with an evident earnest- 
ness, that showed their interest in what was about to take 
place. 
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CHAPTER III. 

AWHBBL WITHIN A WHEEL. 

** So Bpake the seraph Abdiel, faithful foond 
Among the faithless, faithful only he." 

. MiLTOH. 

Clabenoe, in no better mood of mind after what he had 
witnessed, wandered away out of hearing, so that he might 
consider what would be best for him to do, surrounded as he 
was by suspicion. The chief man here had his eye upon 
him, the clowns squinted at him, and the common blacks 
were making him their jest. Were he only certain of getting 
away, he would run all risks of escaping to the mountains. 
Where were these king's officers? Their parole did not 
prevent them from helping others, though it bound them 
by their honor to remain here till exchanged : " I shall seek 
them, out," said the almost desperate young man ; " I have just 
come from seeing my own shadow on the gallows-tree ; I would 
be a fool to run my neck into the noose after the plain warn- 
ings given in some mysterious way." 

Continuing these reveries, his eye rested on the same strange 
dwarf that he had followed into the loft. This time the singu- 
lar creature made more attempt at arresting the notice of the 
stranger youth, who now became interested in the motions 
made to him. They had both got on the same bridge, when 
the call " Captain Clinton," coming from the right, drew 
Clarence there to look with haste, and with some perturba- 
tion. Seeing no one, he still remained intently fixed, with his 
head bent over, when the voice was on the other side calling 
" Captain Clinton, follow." 

Clarence, thinking that some mischief was intended, hastily 
ran forward seizing the d\rarf, who merely looked up in the 
face of the captain with a dull smile, that meant nothing 
good or evil. Clarence was ashamed of himself when he 
saw that he had been rough to a poor deformed negro, whose 
face showed him to be an idiot. Dropping the arm he held, 
he merely said to himself, *' I wish I knew who calls me," 
w^hen the same voice >on both sides called out : 

*' Follow him as a brave man may." 
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Seeing that something was meant, he pointed to the dwarf, 
who went on, Clarence in his wake. Turning suddenly round 
as if going down to the creek to fish, for the dwarf carried ' 
a hickory pole, which might serve him either for a fishing-rod 
or a staff of defence, he led the way as Clarence followed. 
After walking, and sometimes crawling through a' low piece of 
ground covered with hazel bushes, they reached a hut built of 
mud, and thatched with straw, entirely different from anything 
that Clarence had ever seen on this continent. Th6 walls 
stood nearly four square, ^nd rose a foot higher than a 
common man's height, with here and there a stick of timber 
set in to prevent the clay from settling. The roaf rose 
slanting to the ridge-pole, and after having been wattled with 
willows was stuffed with oat straw, over which was laid a 
covering of grassy turf, cut in squares from the meadow. 
Clarence thought upon the clachen of Cladich in the Scottish 
highlands, where he had been with a detachment of his regi- 
ment, keeping the old adherents of the gallant Pretender in 
check. There was the same " midden" before the door, the 
kailyard at the end of the house, with the place for the crum- 
my cow at the back window.. ."This," said the English youth 
to himself, " looks like the Scottish Highlands indeed." 

But his surprise was still greater, when, after his guide 
pointed to the low door, wMch stood open, he was met 
by an old man in the very " garb of the Gael." The kilt 
coming down to the knee, met below by the cross striped 
hose, tight to the leg above the hrawn^ having round tufts 
which covered the buckles of the garters. The shoes were 
of the kind called brogues— ^wooden soles, and vamps of un- 
tanned leather. The upper part of the man's dress had a mix- 
ture of the Scottish and the Dutch in them. The cloth of the 
coat was woven loose like a coarse blanket, and stained with 
the juice of the butternut, abundant in the region. An old 
solder's stock was round the grim wearer's neck, and it only 
required the eye of a soldier to observe, in the upright 
form, the respectftil bearing and the firm footing of the 
stranger, one who had marched through many countries, and 
was not to be startled, even now, by the sound of a trumpet. 
He stood over five feet ten; but, from his strength of linih 
and width of chest, he seemed to be of shorter stature ; and 
though he evidently had put on his best attire, there was a 
roughness in his appearance, which would have made the 
tame citizeYi give him the path without further dispute. 

On the entrance of Clarence, he put one hand by his side, 
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and the other to his cap, which the young officer understood 
at once. Returning the salutation with evident pleasure, as 
he looked on the face of the stout old man, smiling, as he 
said with surprise when he saw on the breast of him before 
him a silver medal bearing the name of the wearer, and of 
" Plassy," and of " Abraham Plains." 

** Sergeant McDonald, 7 1st regt., Glasgow Highlanders. 
How is this that I meet one of the brave heroes who fought 
and conquered with Wolfe on the Plains of Abraham ?" was 
the eager inquiry of Clarence. # 

" I am still a true subject of his Britannic Majesty, and will 
continue to wear his colors while this head stands higher 
than the earth ; and when in my grave, I have sworn my auld 
son Oscar to come every Sunday morning, when he must lay 
this medal aboon my heart, where it hangs now. On the 
fourth of June, his Majesty's birth-day, they will fire a feu 
dejoie near my auld ear." 

"Whist! whist!" was whispered from a corner on the 
other side of the room, where sat an old woman who was 
busily engaged twisting a thread by a spindle, that hung 
between her finger and her thumb, though evidently iU at 
ease, as she listened to the outpouring of her husband's 
loyalty. 

" Janet," continued the old soldier, " is wearing her life out, 
'feared lest thae Whigs come in some day and put a string 
round my neck ; and sorry am I to say, there are some of the 
ance gallant 71st that would help them. But, sit down, till 
we hear the word, advanced 

Clarence took a seat on a stool which stood on three feet, 
out out of a rough block, which was the pattern of all the 
stools in the place. The visitor had time to examine the hut, 
and mark its resemblance to what he supposed had never 
crossed the Atlantic. The floor was the bare earth, hardened 
by the feet of the tenants. Round the centre was all the 
rude furniture, for there was the fire-place, built of 
rough stones, like an ancient altar for sacrifice. . It stood 
about three feet high, and measured double that in breadth. 
On the sides were the vessels for cooking, while over the 
centre, where the fire 'burned, hung from a long chain the 
pot in which the dinner for that day was simmering, and 
sending out an agreeable flavor. Clarence looked tor the 
chimney, but saw none. The smoke found its way upward, 
seeking the open air through those cre^dces which were left 
by chance in the simple rooE 
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" Come thiR way, he calls ;" were the words of the old 
highlander, and Clarence was pointed to a steep ladder in the 
rear of the hut. The adventurer had gone too far to hesi- 
tate, so, mounting up, he found a door which opened at his 
touch, swinging back again, so that he was shut completely in. 

" By George, I'm caught again," were his first words, when 
he looked round, him, seeing no one ; but he had hardly uttered 
the exclamation before another person entered from the 
opening below,' who sprung forward seizing the hand already 
stretched out, while both were speaking at once — " Clinton I 
Crawford I" looking into each other's faces to be sure of not 
being mistaken. Clarence, the most surprised, from being 
wholly ignorant of the other being near, stood dumb, while 
the other said : 

" I knew you at a glance, whenever I set ray eyes upon 
you. My fear was that you, on recognizing my face, would 
betray yourself and me at one and the same time." ' 

" Where did you see me to-day ? I have been but in one 
place all this morning, and there you could not be without 
my discovering your fair skin among a thousand of these 
yellow boors." 

" By George, as you said, Clinton, it was my fair skin and 
sweet voice that have carried me through that ordeal. I must 
be a good looking lass when I could deceive that shrewd 
parson, with his black keen eye, and yourself." 

" Is it possible, Crawford, that you acted the lady in that 
mongrel court, just now ? Well, you have had a near escape 
with your head in. the lion's mouth, and still on your own 
shoulders. We always in fun called you Lady Crawford, 
but" 

" No more of that, Clinton ; you know well that it does 
not sound too pleasantly to ray ears. Nothing but the des- 
perate condition of Burgoyne and his brave fellowsj, could 
have tempted me to this, and now that it haa failed in part, 
we must try and remedy the evil in the best way we can. 
We want your counsel." 

"My Counsel," was the desponding reply of Clarence, 
" may be of some good to others, as theirs may be to me ; 
but the desperate state of my own affairs engrosses my soul 
80 much, that you could not get two connected ideas from 
me, though this part of the globe were to sink and Burgoyne 
with it. 

" You astonish me," said Crawford, who was one of those 
men of deep enthusiasm, whose countenance spoke more of 
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levity than of earnestness ; " I supposed that honor and 
glory, connected with your country, sat highest on the throne 
of your breast." 

^' These sentiments," said Clarence, in more haste than he 
intended, " are the supreme influences of my life ; but after 
passing through the scenes of this week already past, they 
4iave been counteracted in a gr^at degree by other sentiments 
no less powerful." 

" Pray what may these be that tell so strongly on Clinton's 
mind ?" was the rather bitter question of the other youth, 
who was evidently galling under some inward source of pain. 

" Humanity for mankind in general, and affection for my 
sister Margaret in particular,'/ said Clarence, with a firmness 
which cooled his companion down to something like patience. 

" Your sister I Miss Clinton I What of her ? It can't be 
possible that the report going round here is true, that she 
has been abducted from the ship, and that Colonel Clifford is 
at the bottom of the treason ?" 

It was now the time for the other to express his astonish- 
ment, as to t\)e way in which this rumor had got abroad, 
and of what reliance was to be placed in it. After telling 
and rehearsing all that was current, and which Crawford had 
heard from Afferent sources, it appeared that letters had 
been dropped around the camp, at Saratoga, pointing evi- 
dently to this very event as about taking place. They were 
written as from one of Clifford's intimate acquaintances; 
describing the plan and the probable consequences. Clifford 
and Burgoy^e being bosom friends, and of a kindred feeling 
in pursuits of an evil kind, the secret letter did not excite any 
seriousness in the gay, lewd camp of the English general. 
It was different with another communication, which reached 
the camp of the commanding officer, no one knew how, 
when a plan of march was laid down so distinctly, for any 
bold adventurer, that it awakened in Crawford the desire of 
accomplishing — what was absolutely essential, in order that 
the northern army should be saved — a communication with * 
the army of the South, under Sir Henry Clinton. A map 
which marked out two distinct routes was inclosed, giving 
decided preference to the route over the mountains, when the 
messenger would come under the protection of Brandt, who 
was engaged to be there at this time ; " and " — what sounded 
strangely and suspiciously to Burgoyne — " Colonel Clifford 
would be on the mountain, along with the Great Mohawk, to 
lend his aid." 
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" You have seen," said Crawford, " how the most practi- 
cable of these routes has been closed against me, but I am 
determined now to attempt the other. Our brother officers 
here on parole have encouraged me, and I am just waiting 
for your counsel in this matter. All the information sent to 
the general by that unknown hand has been confirmed since 
' I came here. To-day a stranger, who could not possibly* 
know me, has pointed out the dangers and the advantages of 
the enterprise; that my mind is made up. Your account of 
your sister, Miss Clinton's abduction, corroborates the whole, 
^"^^^^^^o 5t, you perceive, to be your duty, from affection, to 
join me." < 

"And you would add," said Clarence, already half per- 
suaded, " that honor and glory will go hand in hand. Before I 
can say yes to your proposal, T must see my way out of this 
confounded noose that I feel around my throat. I have 
learned caution as well as some otl^ers, where so many eyes 
are watching me." 

"Why, my noble fellow," Crawford interposed warmljr, 
" if the hangman be so near, are you such a fool as to wait till 
he puts the hemp on in a workmanlike manner ? Sergeant 
McDonald .below here has promised to guide me over the 
hills by midnight. He would take another under his care for 
the love of his king and country." 

These arguments sank deep into the mind of the anxious 
brother when he reflected upon the necessity of promptitude 
in pursuit of his sister ; and he all but said yes to the demand 
made upon his energy, when there was a slight tap at their 
door, which proved to be a call from Dame McDonald for 
the gentlemen to " take pot luck for their dinner." 

"I dare not venture below," said Crawford ; " but, Clinton, 
come back immediately after you have m^de the acquaintance- 
ship of the gentlemen on parole. Some of them you know 
already. They waste out life here, and you will do them 
good in just showing your face among them." 

Clarence descended the way he came up, and soon found 
himself seated at a deal table without cloth, but white, being 
evidently scoured for the occasion. The old woman, dressed 
in what was known as drugget, had a clean toy on her head, 
which bore the marks of a carefully put on cap, in which the . 
wearer was confident she looked well. The skirt of the gown 
was drawn through the pocket-hole to prevent its dragging 
on the floor, which, from its length of train, it would nave 
done. She did not sit down herself, but served the compaay, 

14^ 
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Wooden plates, hollowed out of biEisswood, were ranged 
round the table ; into these a ladleful of the broth, wMch 
stood coolmg m the tripod pot, was emptied ; and the invita- 
tion ffiven, "sit down, sir, and mak yourself at hame. 
Janet has been busy preparing some sheep's-head kail to put 
me in mind o' Eenmore." 

• Clarence had seen, when he wa^ standing by the fire, the 
nose of some animal pushing itself up among the vegetables 
in the pot like a black hippopotamus among the reeds of the 
Nile; but he did not expect to make his dinner of the mess. 
However, now like a good soldier, he sat down with a ready^ 
appetite for whatever was coming, asking no questions. To 
hi8 agreeable surprise, the soup was white as milk, though 
the head — ^it might be of a ram from its size — was there in a 
large platter, on the centre, without the horns, and the wool 
singed all off. Garden stuf& of all kinds, known, and some 
only known to Janet, had been boiled for two full hours, 
with the head amou^ th'em ; so that it would have defied a 
French .cook to tell the prevailing flavor of what McDonald 
called this dish of Hoxcn potch. Barley bread, unleavened, 
baked upon a griddle, thin and tough as leather, was eaten to 
this soup ; when at the close Janet put down a square bottle 
and a basket of oatmeal cakes alongside of a skim-milk 
cheese ; aU of which were intended as a dessert. The ser- 
geant lifted a small dish made of narrow pieces of wood of 
different colors, hooped round, so that it seemed a Lilliputian 
milk tub. Into that he poured the contents of the bottle, 
drinking it off at a sinsrle draught, after he h.id, with great 
solenmity, given the King^ Goa bless hirriy as a toast. Cla- 
rence had the same put before him : and so it went round the 
table. The rest who were there seemed to be men who 
merely listened and looked. When it came to Janet's turn to 
drink, there was evidently something more expected of her 
than a bare toast. Putting on the table a crystal goblet, 
which, from the manner of her unrolling it, she deemed 
sacred, liquor was poured into it till it stood on the lip. 
Taking an egg in her hand, she broke it so that the yolk 
spread through the contents of the glass. Through this com- 
pound she looked with a curious eye, as if expecting to sec 
something uncommon in the distance. Tasting of the mix- 
ture freely, she leaned her head on her knees, singing a Gae- 
lic song, rocking herself, as she sang for a few minutes, 
during which the company sat in the profoundest silence, 
waiting on the will of the actor. When she lifled her head, 
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it was to take the goblet again in her hand, which she shook 
sharply, and gazing intently, she laid it down as if in fear at 
first ; but lifting it up, one of those dark sniiles came across 
her wrinkled features, which recalls to the traveller's mind a 
gleam of sunshine on a Scottish sky. 

Tell us what you see, wife, and let us go,'' said the ser- 
geant, evidently under the enchantment of the occasion. « 
" We want the truth, Janet ; but the journey must be 
taken, weal or woe. What does the Brownie say ?" 

Janet, in a moaning tone, sang, " Smoke, fury and blood 
all the first." 

" ^e are ready and prepared for them. You mean that 
the end will be successful. Let us go, said McDonald, " and 
see the gentlemen ;" and with that he led the way through 
the low door of the mud cabin, taking the path that led up 
the side of the creek. 

On the way Clarence learned from McDonald that there 
were several families like himself, who were living amcmg 
the farmers, and some had risen to be good landholdei's 
themselves. The most of them, however, were imprudent, 
and useless to the community, and to themselves. They 
were divided like the country on the question of the present 
war, and *' you may," said the sergeant, " as weel break a 
woodie wi' a windle strae as change a Hielan man, when he 
wants to gang either up or doon stream." 

The two had arrived at the door of a large stone barn 
that was snugly fenced round, and the yard swept and 
orderly, showing that the hand of a soldier had been in use 
liere for some time. The door was opened by McDonald, 
who entered, leading Clarence, hat in hand. The company, 
as if expecting the visit, rose at once, and came forward with 
the dignity and the frankness of gentlemen and soldiers. The 
welcome was hearty and full of feeling. Already all had been 
made aware of the name and of the rank which belonged to 
the visitor. Of the object in his mind no one knew any thhig, 
nor was one of the ten gentlemen at liberty to ask him till he 
might reveal it himself. Of course they supposed public 
business alone could induce any one to venture into such a 
dangerous vicinity. Still as they had heard of overtures 
being made to leading Whigs throughout, it did not gound 
strange when one of them, with a knowing look, whispered, 
♦* Sir Harry is cousin to the rebel General Clinton, and hia 
brother the governor, and the governor knows that these 
Domuiies are great men among the Dulch boors." 
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And so the mission of Clarence Clinton was guessed at 
without being sought out. The opportunity was now sought 
after by all to make themselves agreeable, while the young 
soldier, feeling sympathy for them as a brother officer, in the 
same noble profession, put forth all his character in their 
presence, with promises of aid whenever he would return to 
head-quarters. Some .of the number were old acquaintances, 
and the greeting between them was cordial. The strangers 
were no less pleased with a visit from one who was so sure 
to report of their privations undergone on behalf of his 
majesty. Hope of promotion revived as they looked to the 
future. 

Clarence cast his eye round the place where they were 
met, and learned from them that though they chose to assem- 
ble here they were by no means confined to any location. 
Some were lodged in the little^ village, and others in the 
families 'of the farmers. For some days past they had been 
engaged preparing for a hunting excursion to the mountains. 
A pair of catamounts had been seen, and all who tv^ere 
incUn^ had the chance of putting forth their energies. 

" I see," said Clarence, " you have all the means pro- 
vided,*' as he glanced round the place and saw the guns, the 
lances, and the other articles of a huntsman's armory. • " You 
are allowed great freedom when these are put into your 
possession, and time given. I hope you have ample range 
and verge enough." 

" Of that, sir, we have nothing to complain. We have 
been away twenty-four hours at a time, and have travelled to 
the borders of civilization. Some of us on a journey of 
pleasure, others on a tour of research, and I myself have 
been to consult the wizard of the spook's den, as the people 
called it when I went first. We are waiting for a message 
from him to go on this hunting campaign. He promised to 
send us a special warning, so that we might be there in 
time ; and if I am not mistaken, there comes the witch's imp 
at this moment. 

Clarence looked toward the entrance to which Captain 
Willoughby pointed, who from his rank, as well as for his 
superior intelligence, was regarded as chief, when he saw 
the same misshappen dwarf move toward them, holding a 
letter in his hand, which he' gave to the ofiicer who ex- 
pected it. 

*' That will do, Unga," said the captain. " You may sit 
down till I send you with my reply;" and the creature 
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stepped high and low as he moved to a settle near the wall 
where he stretched himself on his back, with his cap over his 
face. 

" Just as I said," were Willoughby's first words. " The 
hunt comes off to-morrow, and if we wish to see it we must 
join the party by sunrise at the Round Top, keepirig round 

by But see here is a map of tlie region. Sergeant 

McDonald, see this, and tell us if it be practicable. We must 
not trust ourselves in the hand of a spaeman." 

The sergeant took the sketch, looking at it with the deep- 
est interest, while all the gentlemen stood around him wait- 
ing for his verdict, which he gave briefly. 

" You maun tak to the west o' that round Mil, then climb 
the mountain as weel as you can, and when at the tap keep 
west by south, till you come to a waterfall that lies at the 
head of a deep glen, running to the east. The man that 
drew that is the same as he who drew another I have seen 
this morning." 

" What do you draw from both, my worthy sergeant ?" 
was the familiar question of the one in command. 

Before an answer could be given, a voice, which seemed to 
sound on the outside of the building, called out, " Clarence 
Clinton I" That gentleman looked suddenly in the direction, 
all eyes turning in the same way, when the same voice, but 
louder, called from the other side : 

" Captain Clarence Clintony the Consistory of ikB Pro- 
testant Reformed Dutch Church demand your presence 
at this moment,'^'* 

This, which was said slowly, excited some amusement 
among the young men who ran out for the purpose of seizing 
the impudent fool, who would so speak. But no one being 
seen, a singular tremor came over men who would have stood 
at another time in the face of death. Clarence, who had 
seen enough of that court of late to despise it, in his present 
condition took McDonald with him aside, making an appoint- 
ment to meet him and Crawford in case he found it possible 
to free himself of the presence of spies. To them he ascribed 
the voices he had heard all that morning. 

Bidding his brother officers a pleasant adieu, and a success- 
ful time on the mountain, he hastily left for the parsonage, 
where that strange court was to be held, despising it in his 
soul, and yet forced to appear. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

JUDGMENT AND MERCY KISSED. 

** 8lr Roger Informed me Uiat Moll White was dead, and that about a month after her 
death the wind was so very hi^ that it blew down one of his barns. * But for ray part,^ 
•aid the knight, * I do not thinlc that the old woman had anything to do with it.' *' 

AnDUOH. 

The young Englishman entered the Dominie's house with 
a thousand revolving feelings in his bosom. The ridicule 
thrown upon his errand in the loft by those guissards had 
more effect upon him than all the arguments of his friend 
Crawford. In fact, the announcement of the meeting by that 
mysterious voice, made him, brave as he was, and in a cause 
which* God must own as holy, step with less confidence 
than before he left the parsonage. The main entrance was 
full, as were all the rooms. Nothing of privacy seemed to 
be here. As Clarence pressed through, he was brushed 
against by some who said, " Remember, a straight story." 
He had got that advice before, and the words roused up his 
energies, which had been sinking. He said to himself: 

" 1 have friends, and will hold up my head in the midst 
ofaU.'^^ 

The inner door was opened by Tom, who was already at 
his post, looking demure or roguish as the one side or 
the other of the company would be best suited. He gave a 
roguish leer on Clarence, that was met by one of fire, which 
men accustomed to command are sure to have at disposal, 
and which no real slave is ever able to meet without being 
withered by it. The impudent fellow cowered under the glance 
of his superior at once, nor ever after looked him in the face. 

" Massa Domilie in de C'nsistory. Gen'lm'n please to sit 
down till he be called for." 

This was said to show the power of the master and to 
impress the attendant Englishman with awe. 

" Tell your master, sirrah," said Clarence, with sternness, 
" that Mr. Clarence Clinton is here and desires admittance 
immediately." 

The effect of this command upon Tom, as well as upon all 
those who were waiting, was quite evident. The negro came 
back bowing his best salaam, saying : 
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** Massa Clary vill walk in." 

The moment the door inside was shut, and Tom on the 
outside, the rogue gave ^ a wink to the spectators, which 
nearly upset their gravity. This little bit of acting between 
the false and the true w^as too interesting not to excite atten- 
tion ; and caused more than compion anxiety concerning what 
was going on. The dominoes in the loft, conducted as these 
were known to be by the Dominie's private secretary, prepared 
the minds of the public for a real case of treason ; and the man- 
ner and the name of the stranger were gradually producing 
that intensity of feeling which always follows secrecy and 
hints ; so that pretty loud murmuring was beginning to show 
itself by those who were debarred admittance to the tribu- 
nal. The design of Tom was working out. He had vowed 
revenge on Clarence for what he supposed him guilty of — 
informing his master of his late peccadillo ; and so he was 
accomplishing the end. 

The prisoner, for now he was so in reality, found the court 
in session. He, by this time, was becoming acquainted with 
Consistorial foims of investigation, and knew already the 
strong and the weak places, of which he was determined to 
avail himself. There was the chief man in his canonicals in 
the centre, and the same Anthony Van Bergen in the three- 
fold capacity of elder, squire and clerk. 

" Mr. Clarence I think your name is ?" said the questioner. 

" Clarence Clinton, at your service," was the answer. At 
the same time he stepped forward, and half demanded the 
authoi-ity of this court to put him through an investigation. 
He saw plainly that it was a mongrel court, which did not 
differ much in his esteem from the mockery in the mill. 
For one moment his mind was so confused that he almost 
imagined himself standing before the other cocked-hat on the 
wheat-sack. 

" You are charged here, sir, with stealing a horse from 
Cornelius Wynkoop." 

" I deny the charge," said the prisoner, with great wannth, 
and almost starting forward to punish the insulter. 

" Call the witnesses," was the cry of the Squire ; when the 
door opened, and in stepped the same old negro; telling 
exactly the same story, though with less palaver. 

" Vat says de prisoner to dat ?" said the squire, glancing 
aside to his chie£ 

" I say," was the reply, " that all the old man says is true ; 
but it does not show that I stole the animal. If the reverend 
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gentleman will look at the letter I put in his hand this 
morning; from a worthy brother of his own, it will account 
for what is here produced as evidence." 

"My dear Mr," said the Dominie, " I have reason to be- 
lieve that the letter you produced to me is a forgery. I am 
quite sure that my good friend and brother, whose name is 
here, never entered a barn at midnight, to take even the loan 
of a horse, for — for " — he hesitated to say the other word, but 
it come out " in shoit, for a spy. " 

At tliis word the accused felt as if nature was giving way. 
The scene in the mill was all preseht with him, but there 
was no laughter here. These were earnest men, looking 
cold and determined. 

" You be a spy," said the Squire, " and vill be thrown olF 
at de cart tail." 

By this time the door was open^ Tom had purposely 
left it so, and a crowd gathered up close to where the 
accused young man stood, whose faces did not show any 
sympathy with him. Remembering what he had been wamtd 
against, and feeling that if the worst came upon him at the 
last, he would suffer more in feeling afterward that he had 
told untruth, than the fear of death could bring, he resolved 
to give a full account of the whole, omitting only the fact 
of his being at the Sopus burning. 

He began by saying in a hesitating tone, for he actually felt 
the influence of the farce still : " I came to these mountains 
in search of my sister." He continued giving a brief and 
touching account of her romantic character, of how she had 
been abducted, and of where he believed her to be, and con- 
cluded by saying, that if he must die in the manner threat- 
ened, he would die a true man, and no spy. For the moment, 
they believed him to be under some hallucination, and they 
were sensibly touched with his account. The gi-ave 
Dominies' features were relaxed into imcertainty, while 
Grant was wiping his eyes, as he said to the pedagogue the 
"fule has made me greet." Tom, who stood behind his 
master's chair, and had fixed his mouth for the general gul- 
faw.at the usual watchword, hid his teeth, wondering that 
" white folks neber 'joyed any funny ting at all." 

When all had recovered themselves sufficiently for busi- 
ness, the Dominie said, "Young man, your story is too 
unlikely to be believed anywhere ; and even though we did 
receive it as true, there are others to whom we are accounta- 
ble who would laugh at our easy faith in these times, whea 
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the name you give Is so obnoxious through all tjhis land 
to-day." 

These allusions moved the spirit of the young British 
soldier, and raising himself up rather haughtily, he answered : 
*' If you are amenable, then, to higher authority, I prefer to 
be tried by a regular court of the country." 

This was unfortunate, since it insinuated the want of due 
authority in the court where the present judge was always 
the law, and sometimes the executor. Drawing himself out 
of his large hair, he rose to his feet, saying with a force and a 
loudness which might Have suited the church whefe they 
had been, that morning : 

" You must understand, Mr. Clarence Clinton, this is not. 
the mill loft ; nor is this Consistory of the Protestant Re- 
formed Dutch Church of Holland, in these United States of 
North America, a set of mountebanks, but has had its ex- 
istence ever since the sitting of the Synod of Dort ; and be it 
known, that they have sufficient power to try you,- or any- 
one else, of the king's slaves, that falls providentially into 
their hands. A mongrel court indeed ! You are thinking 
of those blasphemous grimacers, who dared to mock me and 
my court, almost before my face ; some o/ them will have to 
take forty stripes save one." 

During this speech, every man, white and black, was quiet, 
as a mouse. The sly fellow behind the chair looked down 
and pretended to wipe his eyes. 

Just at this point, when all seemed to be going against 
the accused, to make the matter still worse for him, some one 
* suggested that the prisoner be searched for arins. Now 
Clarence, remembering again the scene at the mill, saw that 
he was lost indeed, and immediately produced his pistols, 
laying them on the table before them, saying : 

^' X ou may be sure, 'gentlemen, that no wise man on a 
mission like what I say I am upon, would dispense with the 
use of arms ; and here they are, at the disposal of the legal 
power." 

" We have the legal and the moral authority together in 
this house," said the president, with more than his usual 
severity; "and .as there is great doubt concerning you, 
there is no help for us but to keep you in custody till these 
doubts be cleared up." 

Clarence bowed low; when some one at-his elbow whispered, 
" produce your sealed packet." This recalled to his mind 
what he would then have forgotten, the letter he received 
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just as he moonted the horse. Patting his hand hastfly in his 
bosom, he took out a small package addressed, ^' To those in 
authority, given by the hand of Clarence C — ■ — ." 

The DomiMe cast his eye over the superscription, and 
saying hastily, ** I am — ^at least, toe are the men here in 
authority," and breaking the seal, he read to himself, all the 
time changing color ; looking first to the outside, then again 
on the inside, while his eye every now and then was turned 
on the fece of the prisoner. At last he drew the Squire and 
other two into a comer for consultation. 

During all this time every one was still as death. Some- 
thing real was now before their eyes, and a denoument was 
about to take place as was evident from the whole demeanor 
of the chief men. Even Clarence was ignorant of the con- 
tents of the package, and was in as great a quandary as the 
spectators. At last the court again took their seats, when 
tne Dominie, not being willing to trust his aid in this busi- 
ness, took up speech hunself. 

" We have come to the conclusion, sir, that this is another 
forgery, only it is of a more heinous nature than that already 
committed by you. The other was only the name of an 
obscure minister of the Gospel — as great a sin in the sight of 
God as could be committed ; but this, in addition, is a sin 
against the highest authority in this State. The name of 
George Clinton, the chief magistrate, in which he is pur- 
ported to say, * allow the bearer, Clarence Clinton, to pass 
and repass unmolested.' Now our decision is, that you be 
retained here till evidence can be produced from head- 
quarters of the genuineness of this document ; or till you 
give such security as will, satisfy this court." 

Clarence replied : " After what you have declared, no af- 
fiimation of mine will avail. Of the manner in which tjie 
first letter was got *I know something ; but how the Gover- 
nor of this State, as you call him, should have given me that 
letter, I am ignorant ; and as there is no one here who will 
be security for a stranger lying under such charges as you 
prefer, I must be resigned to my fate." 

At this point of interest, a slight movement was observed 
in one corner of the room ; and after the Dominie had said, 
" Then you have no cautioner to give us," there stepped up to 
the table by the side of Clarence, the tall bearded man he 
had seen in the crowd that morning, dressed in a still more 
fantastic manner; and throwing dow^i a small card on \\\< 
*ible, before which the Domini© sat, he demanded: " if tliat 
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would be sufficient assurance for the accused." The person 
to whom this was addressed, rose in a moment, gave a 
glance at the paper, and as he handed it back, said, bowing 
In the most respectful manner, " Your own word would be 
enough;" and turning to Clarence, remarked, " you are at 
liberty, sir." 

Clarence, before w;hom all this was acted, looked round 
for the man who had changed the whole, from darkness to 
light so suddenly ; but he was gone, and turning to the chair 
again, he said : 

" Reverend sir, did I understand you aright ? Am I at 
liberty ?" 

The president repeated his words in the most respectful 
manner ; leaving Clarence and the whole auditory in far 
greater wonder than he did when he (entered the mill, whip 
in hand, to chastise those negro actors. He seemed to those 
who knew him, as if he were the one who underwent the 
scrutiny of a pair of eyes, more penetrating than his own ; 
and that toward the late prisoner he became obsequious. A 
kind of amazement held all in silence, waiting for something, 
they knew not what, when a stir among the crowd at the 
door attracted the eyes of the court. The children in the 
yard below were screaming through fear, and even the in- 
experienced men grew a little pale when a tall young man 
entered dressed in the costume of the mock Indians of the 
region. It was evident that he was meeting but a doubtful 
reception. The men around were seen handling their hid- 
den weapons, for all expected a tribe of Mohawks certainly 
to follow. 

"No occasion for alarm," said the intruder. "I am a 
messenger of peace and one of your own friends, though for 
the present obliged for good reasons to wear this disguise. 
I am now on an errand of deliverance." The president on 
his feet answered : 

" Tennis Roe, when we see the garb of the cruel Brandt 
stained with blood, you can hardly expect that the man who 
wears it should receive a friendly welcome." , 

" That is true, Dominie, but you preach yourself, 'judge 
not according to appearance.' Safer to meet an angel m the 
garment of Satan, than Satan in that of an angel of light, I 
am alone. Hear me and then judge," said Tennis, for it was 
our friend the young Boerman of the flats who spoke. 

" You have given us a new renderinff of that scripture, 
and something uke a new doctrine upon it ; but see that you 
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do not wrest it to your own destruction. But what have 
you to say about that fire raising and midnight marauder ; 
that heathen and scalper that has torn up the nests of our 
best folks, and left so many weeping and wailing below on 
the Vlatts, while he, like the hawk, sits up there looking dowy 
into their yards." 

" Do not fear that I am not come to help the bloody crew, 
J 30 be at rest." 

" Tennis," said the roused Dominie, ** we never knew fear.* 
*' A good conscience is always brave." 

" No one," said the youth, " ever questioned the Dominie's 
courage ; and it is for that reason I am here at the risk of 
my life ; and if you will hear my story you will not be long 
sitting there on your soft chairs while your brethren of the 
grand Consistory are up yonder chained to the rock." 

** Hearken to Tennis Roe," said the Dominie, striking his 
large fist down on the table with a force that made Tom 
jump a foot high, and put all the rest into silence. 

" My tale is soon told," said Teunis. " You know that 
Elder Abiel, and Martin Schuyler are in the hands of the 
Philistines ; and Brandt says he is only waiting till he gets 
a few more, and the Dominie himself, and then he. will 'go off 
with them to see the great falls of Ni-a-a-gaara." 

" And by old St. Nicholas," said the brave soldier of 
the cross and of the State, *' I will meet the red sinner half 
way, that he may see how the Lord will deliver me out of 
the mouth of the bear, and out of the paw of the lion. Go on, 
Teunie, and let us hear the rest of that fine t:ile. Here, Tom, 
you blaspheming rascal, that mocked me behind my back, 
bring me the tobacco pouch and pipes for us all." 

In a short time every mouth was puffing out smoke till the 
whole room was so thick with vapor, tiiat " a piece of it," 
Clarence afterward wrote, " could have been cut out and sent 
as a specimen of a Dutchman's breath." 

The sum of Tennis' story was, that he was s^nt with a 
message from the captives to the Consistory, desiring assist- 
ance. Showing how it was not only possible, but highly 
probable, for a few men to surprise the Indians and the 
Tories on the next day, as it was their intention to divide 
off into companies, so that the whole woods and caves round 
the region might be scoured for some prisoners that had es- 
caped. In the course of the narrative which Teunis gave, it 
leaked out that Elsie Schuyler was one of these fugitives, and 
♦^hat along with her was a young lady, who had. been taken 
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to the mountains. N'o one could tell how. It would, never- 
theless, be a great act of humanity, to save two snch 
young and beautiful girls from such a spoiling set of murder- 
ers, as these Indians were. 

" O ! yaw, yaw ! Teunis, you have got a kindness for every 
piece of humanity ; and for all woman kind in general ; but 
for Elsie in a special degree. Well, no harm in that ; I could 
tell a tale myself, if the ' 'Yfvrow ' were here. Let that 
pass, and tell us something more about that other young 
girl: I see a pair of eyes in that corner there looking at you 
as if they would draw you into them. Here, Mr. Clarence, 
or whatever else they call you, here is some corroborative 
proof of your unlikely tale. What say you, neighbors, to a 
young man going, off to the mountains to seek his sister ?" 
and the Dominie laughed at the joke now, and all joined Tom 
with the rest, turnin.sr the court-room into a house of mirth. 

In the meantime, Clarence had taken out Teunis by him- 
self, making all the inquiries which affectionate earnestness 
could suggest. For already ho was persuaded, that it could 
be none other than Margaret. The answers he received 
went all to confirm him in the suspicion he had formed the 
moment that Teunis had said there were two young women, 
and one of them a stranger. It was something to know she 
was out of the hands of the d.»st rover, but the dangers which 
still surrounded her made him nil the more eager to be off; 
which he and Teunis were determined upon, whatever might 
be the conclusion of the present reverend conclave. 

The discussions now wx're informal, and turned upon the 
best way of accompli^hiiiir the de-ircd object. As in all bodies 
of men, there was a division of opinion. The Dominie headed 
one side and old Mat Van Deusen the other. The latter had 
objections to everyUiing, and every plan. He appea^-ed to 
have no heart in the matter. Clarence made up his mind 
that here was one of those secret friends of the king, who 
inwardly wished Brandt to get off with his captives. Could 
the young Englishman only have had the ear of the Dutch- 
man a few minutes, he thought, an argument might be pro- 
duced, that would prove powerful and efficient. As things 
appeared, nothing was likely to be done by such slow men ; 
and of divided counsel. 

Silence prevailed, and even darkness brooded over the 
place ; scarcely a face could be distinctly seen, for the smoke 
that rose from every mouth. All took the cue from, tha Q^\\fe!C 
yman, and he was rapt up in his own tV\o\\^\,^\ ^^^ TeLx^xX 
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be following after some knotty text, or deep doctrine, while 
his coonsel&rs were quite as silent, and their countenances 
more meaningless. But at this juncture the door was flung 
wide open with haste, and in stepped Grant the Scotchman, 
out of breath. His first words were : 

" Minister, you and vour session there, sit greatly at your 
ease, when the work of treason is going on round you." 

"What now, Hugh Grant," said the Dominie, tiikiug the 
long pipe from his mouth, holding it ready for the blast. 
"We have seen jou on fire before," and with that ho coii- 
tinned on with his smoking. 

" Weel, weel," said Grant, " maybe you'll lock the staI>lo, 
when the steed is stown; but I'll shake myself clear of tho 
sin at ony rate. I'm tauld that a' those offishers a' the kini«^, 
are awa' on a hunt to the tap o' Ben — ^I mean Roun? Tap, 
and that that wild Tory sergeant McDonald, has gane with 
them ; taken a yoimg lad dressed in the philabeg aboon the 
knee ; and it is thocht by the maist of folks to be nae one else 
than her that was actin' the lady here before you this morn- 
ing. She, or he is carrying dispatches to the sooth by that 
way, since the road by the river is closed." 

fiefore Grant was through, not a pipe but was held be- 
tween the finger and the thumb of its owner. The president 
had removed his, and was rolling up the tobacco bag with 
care, evidently working himself up into a state of excitement, 
before he would venture to express his determination. Even 
old Mat Van Deusen looked mad, at the course things were 
taking ; and was the first to say, " It is time for us to act." 
The decision was becoming every moment more forcible, 
though as yet nothing was spoken, or a movement from the 
place, where they sat. Clarence, all excitement and afraid 
lest something might come out concerning his knowledge of 
the real state of things, was planning within himself how he 
might leave without incuriing -the suspicion of those, who 
unquestionably knew more than was expressed. 
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CHAPTER V. 

rUB MARSHALLING AND MARCHING OF THE MIGHTY TO THE 
MOUNTAINS. 

** The more haste the less speed 
Said the tailor to the long thrced.** 

SoomsH Protirb. 

Dominie Schxjneman had a favorite maxim, which he 
pAit into practice most faithfully, as Cecil said to Queen 
Elizabeth, " Let us take time, that we may make the better 
haste." He made all sit down or stand quiet in their places, 
and knowing him well, they obeyed instinctively. He gave 
the cast to his face which it always took just before he spoke. 
They listened to what they knew was coming. 

"Providence points us to duty. As Vader Abraham was 
sent to the slaughter of the kings, who came upon the plain, 
he brought back all the goods, and also again his brother 
Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and much people. 
* Tom, bring me the big Bible, till I read how David, that 
good soldier and saint j did, when they came and told him that 
the Amalekites had invaded the south, and smitten Ziglag. 
and bumfed it with fire.' You will find it in the twenty* 
ninth chapter of the first book of Samuel." And he read it 
through with the coolest deliberation, greatly to the annoy- 
ance of the two impatient young men, who had no resource 
but to wait patiently. 

But after reading this long text, he commenced his exhor- 
tation. " Brethren,, <;an we sit still, and our friends all in 
the wolfs den ? Good hunters all of you, fathers and sons. 
Were a painter to come out, or a whole army of wildcats to 
run down these hills, would not the whoJQ congregation — 
men, women arid kinderen — go off, even on a Sunday after- 
noon, to kill them ; and there now is that wolf Kiskataam, 
and his cubs, fixing their teeth on the cheek of Elsie Schii)'- 
ler — she that every young man in the parish would run off 
his legs to get for a wife ; and there you are letting her feclit 
it out herself. I say the youth that relieves her out of bond- 
age shall have her." 

This was met by a cheer that made the stone house rin^. 
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^ Who win eo up with me to Rammoth^ead to battle ?** 

" We will all go,** was the answer ; ** only lead us out, and 
we will follow the one that bears the ark." 

" Oh, yes," said old Mat Van Deusen, silly, " put the 
Dominie in the fi*ont« He is a good mark. They will be 
sure to hit him." 

*^ Shame upon you, ^lat," said the Dominic, shaking at the 
deacon his big fist ; '*you have no more coura^ge than your 
black dog Morgan. You, a Christian soldier that I have 
b^en exercising so long in the canons of the church ! Ha ! 
ha! deacon, there is for you," and he shook Mat by the 
shoulder tOl he made his teeth chatter, when he de<^ared 
that it was through perfect fear. 

" Now who is ready? Let us all to work," s.iid the pastor, 
rising himself. 

** I am ready," s^d Tom, lifting up the clasped Bible, 
when his master's back was turned, as if it were a stone to 
fling at the head of an enemy, when the Dominie sudd^ily 
wheeled to see the fun, which he perceived must be going on 
behind him; the comical fellow jumped to the door at 
three steps, saying to those near him, *' O, lor' ! forty stripes 
for supper, and one spoonful less." 

^^ Mr. Clarence, this matter concerns you as much as any 
of us ; but I do not see how you can fight against the king's 
servants conscientiously." This was said in a whisper. 

" Oh," said Clarence, " I will serve humanity and Sec- 
tion first, and the king will receive his sha^e afterward." 

" Alas ! alas ! sir, these sentiments are sadly forgotten in 
these days of blood and rapine. Human nature is a miserable 
piece of inconsistency. It turns out the widow and the 
orphan into the wilderness, to die of nakedness and hunger, 
or worse ; and one of Eve's other daughters is reft away in 
no worse manner, and we will fly through fire and water to 
deliver that single one." 

Clarence was left to muse over these true sayings, while 
the Dominie called out after those aromid the house, who 
seemed to wait upon his orders. 

*' Leftenant Grant and Captain Salisbury, drum up your 
volunteers, and meet, all well anned, an hour hence, in the 
church, with provisions in your knapsacks for three days at 
least ; and see that your men be like Gideon's choice troops, 
not greedy of drink." 

A general dispersion of all here took place preparatory to 
a march to the mountains that night. No one was more 
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active than old Mat Van Deiisen, who gave his horse to a 
young stripling at the gate, telling him to "ride along the 
whole road to Coxsackie, and be back in time, after warning 
every man, though old Bet should fall in the ditch at the 
close of the race, and you beside her." In this way the dif- 
ferent roads were resounding with horses' hoofs ; and there 
was not that day a heavy-bottomed Dutchman along the 
KaatskiU flats. Once under way, they swept the air 
like a well ballasted sloop, in a fair * wind, through the 
water. • , • 

Tennis and Clarence took to each oth6r through common 
troubles, so that before an hour had passed, they were sworn 
friends, and bound to do their utmost for the deliverance of 
those who were dearer to them than life. Their fears were, 
that the little army now mustering would be too late ; and 
every moment's delay rendered them more impatient to be 
off and up the mountain's side. 

In a shorter time than Clarence could have thought it 
possible for any but regular troops to have assembled, he saw 
that the yard and road around the church were crowded 
with men and horses, when out from the midst of them came 
the Dominie's man, bowing and sniggering, as he said, 
**Massa Domilie 'sire de compaly of de gentlemen in de 
C'nsistry room." 

Having gone through with his message, and walking back, 
he sidled up to Tennis, saying : 

" Massa Teunie hab on de Ingin cloades ; come frob Brandt's 
fireplace, eh ?" 

" I have been up there," was the dry reply of Tennis, 
^^ and I am going back again. Has the nigger any message 
to Cuff?" This was intended to sound the fellow, whom 
he suspected and intended to circumvent. 

" Tom vud like good deal to see Cuffee, ma goot frien' ; de 
great African king in his own Ian'. He now valk beside de 
great Ingin Mohawk king, and, no more 'fraid ob ole' Bejd 
and tick vip. Ha ! ha ! Cuffee dat licked de ole boy in de 
dark." ^ 

"Now Tom, what wouldyour master say if ho heard that^ 
you wanted to see Cuff? He would suspect that you wanted 
to do the same thing to him ; cudgel him and then sell him 
to the Indians." 

Tom looked from under his cap to see if the land was all 
clear, and thinking that he spoke only to the real kingsman, 
he said under his breath : 

16 
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^ O lort Yont he roar yen de Mohawk sldns him.'' 

Tom walked oS^ leaving the two yoang men remarking to 
eadi other, ** Shivery, whatever may be said of it, has two 
sides* There are very few of these men in black skins, 
who woold rejoice at the captivity of their masters, bnt there 
are some who would deliver them up. ** The Cuff he speaks 
o^ has just betrayed one of the best of men." 

They entered among the secret friends, who were sitting 
in coundL The Donunie, as usual, took up the speech, and 
ad^essed them saying : ** We have sent for you both, that 
we may have the benefit of your information, and of your ex- 
pMerience. Tennis, we shall hear you on the first ; and you, 
sir, Clarence, on the second ; and as you are both interested 
in this matter personally, we have a pledge that you will be 
sincere." 

The young colonist told them all he knew of the numbers, 
the intentions, and the plans of the party above. How many 
real Indians there were, and how many disguised Tories. 
" So far as I can guess, they have private instructions to re- 
main on the flat rock, till they do all that'can be done to 
secure one pi-isoner of great importance, a young lady of 
high note, who has made her escape, and is hidden away in 
the clefts of the rocks. An officer of the British army is 
there, and exercises a great influence over the Mohawk ; so 
that he seems to do just as he directs. How long this may 
remain, no one can conjecture; but tomorrow is to be the 
great and general hunt ; what is called by the Indian a ring. 
One is to start from the camp now fixed, and spread three 
miles wide, each man to be within hearing of two ; one be- 
fore and another behind. Then turning till all meet at the 
Kauterskill Falls. If unsuccessftd they are to spread again, 
as wide, coming round to the dog-pool; then rest for 
the day, and perhaps give up the chase. That is all I know. 
Mjr advice is to track their circle and deliver their prisoners, 
raising the alarm so effectually, that they will retreat sud- 
denly, and they will leave all they have got behind." 

Clarence, when asked, declined to answer, through deli- 
cacy, but really through inexperience in such modes of war- 
fare. But he stated his willingness sincerely to follow any 
leader who might be» appointed in an expedition that would 
deliver those two prisoners out of the hands of those cruel 
foes. 

" Captain Van Vechten, we will hear your opinion con- 
^rning the best way of delivering the birds out of the snare 
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of the fowler." The president here addressed a stout, slow- 
looking man, who had not said a word that any one heard 
that day. He opened his eyes like some one that is just 
wakening out of a slumber; and instead of speaking he 
rolled out his tongue in^ something of the same way that a 
turtle puts out its head, when boys place a hot coal upon its 
back, moving its point fi'om side to side. All knew his 
weakness, or perhaps his strength ; for though he was slow 
lie was sure to act, and sure to speak to the point. 

" We are going to the mountains you say, to fight the In- 
dians. Let one half of our men be dressed in the disguise 
that Teunis wears, so that our party will mix with Brandt's, 
in the circle, and let the other half be a reserve to attack 
their main camp, when we will find no difficulty in cariying 
off the booty. That is all." 

" Now, Grant, let us hear you," was the chief^s word to 
that curious worthy ; " see if you can keep that Scotch blood 
of yours cool. I declare I have more trouble with these hasty 
highlanders, than with all the rest of my parish." 

This was said in a jocular vein, but the real intention 
leaked through, and Grant understood these hints sufficiently 
well to bridle his tongue in part, 

" 'Deed, minister, I own that I am a wee thought hasty,- 
when troubled wi' such a hot spur as Sandy McLeod, or 
Billy Salisbury here ; but mind you, that it's no the rattlin' 
filly that gangs o'er the brae first, and that smooth water runs 
deep, and the deil at the bottom o't sometimes. But minis- 
ter though you be, I'U tell you this at ance, that neither I, 
nor any one of my company will ever put on false faces, like 
a set of siDy hug-ma-na guissards ; Jesuits, naething else ; 
wha would pretend to be friends in the morning, then turn 
round before night and stick a guUy-knife in a man's wame. 
Pm for being up and at it at ance, having a fair fecht and din 
we't. A triie Indian is a real gentleman, we' a brown face 
')' his ain ; but a man putting a feather in his cap, and mark- 
ing his cheeks wi^ a bit o' burnt cork, and calling himself a 
Mohawk chief, I despise him with a perfect scunner." 

" What say ye, Willy Salisbury, man ?" 

The person addressed had a mischievous pleasure of tor- 
menting the Scotchman, and though they were great friends, 
and on all important occasions usually agreed, could not resist 
the temptation of saying in reply : 

" Grant has a great distaste to the Indian dress, but 
the Highlanders are only of the same breed of the wild 
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men. Burgoyne called the black watch, the English 
savages." 

"Hand your tongue," said Grant, in his good-natured 
fury, " you Sassenach, if yo do not want rae to put this whit- 
tle up to the heft in your buttock. The kilt, let rae tell you, 
as the minister said to me, is the garb of old Gaul, and that 
was the pride of old Rome. When your forefathers came 
doon to Scotland trying to enslave us, as they are trying to 
put the collar on the neck o' this kintra, they had just to look 
at the kilt, and aff they skilped as if a dirk was in their 
doup." 

" O, yes I" said the tormentor, " that was at the race of 
CoUoden ; my father was there, and he declared that it was 
the finest thing he ever saw." 

" Except," said Grant, iu somethin<? of hearty bitterness, 
** the race o' Prestonpans, where the English horsemen were 
the first to bring the news to Ernbro that they were beaten 
by these kilted men, armed wi' hooks an' scythes." 

" I think you are ev6h now," said the Dominie, who knew 
Grant too well not to see that his blood was rising. " We 
must come to business. Let Captain Van Vechteri have the 
charge of his plan, as every one can carry out their own 
8.>hem3s best. Captain Salisbury, you will take charge of the 
main body, and let Grant have the reserve. We will start all 
together an hour after sundown ; going by the north side of 
Round Top ; and be sure that not a whisper of this be dropped 
outside, for that wily snake has got his ears laid low to the 
ground already, and might take us in a lone place before we 
knew what was the matter. Let our Indian captain send his 
single scouts in all directions, to prevent surprises. Our 
rendezvous at an hour before sunrise, a mile above Hermit's 
Hollow, on the side of the North Mountain.'' 

" Losh keep us," said Grant, " he is nae doubt, going doun 
t > sec that Warlock body in the glen. He is a fearless crea- 
ture that Dominie, minister of ours. That's the way o' the 
ministers in the highlans ; they are acquaint with a' the 
witches in the kintra side." 

By this time the volunteers were all come in, mostly, very 
young men, and those past middle life, as the able-bodied of 
the population were away in the army. A large draught 
^had been made but recently for the army of the north, to fol- 
low up the victory of Saratoga, now crowned with complete 
success iu the subjugation of Burgoyne. Had it been a 
hunting excursion, they oa the grouud that day could not 
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have enterod into the frolic with more zest and spirit. All 
present had been out night after night many times before 
this, chasing the bear and the panther. Scarcely a youth pre- 
sent but had killed some of the kinds common in the region, 
and was familiar with danger. Even the blacks, who are a 
stout, athletic race, many of them the genuine " Guinea, nig- 
ger," and all of them but one or two removes from the 
original African, were eager for. the frolic ; and some of 
thorn, for secret reasons, were jumping with joy. 

" Boys," the Dominie ciied, at the full pitch of his voice, 
" before we marcli let us seek the counsel of the Lord." To 
this no objection was expressed, either in word or by look. 
The good man's heart was brimful of devotion, so that he 
poured out his soul with all the fervency of a saint — now in 
EngUsh and then in Dutch, and sometimes mixing the two 
languages in the same sentence ; all hearts were melted into 
one stream. He alluded to the cloud that hung over the 
tabernacle in the wilderness, and to the safe guidance which 
the army of Israel had when the ark was in the van. " And 
now be not angry with us, O Lord, while we venture up 
into the mount. Let it not prove to us as the mountains of 
Gilboa did to Saul and Jonathan ; for if thou goest not with 
as we cannot go up in peace." Breaking out into a trans- 
port, he forgot liis English, or, perhaps, he meant to rouse 
up the hearts of his sluggish people through the tongue they 
loved best to hear ; he prayed, " De lieflykheit des Heeren 
onzes Godts zy, ons en bevestigt gy het werk onzen handen 
over ons ; ja het werk onzer handen bevestigt dat." Amen. 

" Translate that last sentence to me," said Clarence, who 
was entranced by the earnestness of the petitioner ; " it must 
be good, it was uttered with such spirit, and the effect of it 
is seen all around. I am not without some of the influence 
myself, though I am almost ignorant of the meanmg." 

" It is good," said Tennis ; " but the Dominie has a hand- 
some way of saying these things, which adds to their effect. 
The words at the close were, " Let the beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon us, and estabUsh thou the work of our hands 
upon us ; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it." 

" There comes the 'Yfvrow I there comes the 'Yfvrow I" 
was soimded all through the company. "We will hear 
something now." 

" You seem to be in a hurry," was the salutation of Mat Van 
Deusen to the lady of the parsonage. " You put me in mind 
of the big East Indiaman that my father says he saw, heavy 
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loaded, coming down the Scheldt, on her outward bound 
voyao^e." 

" Hurry, indeed, as you say. Mat Van Deusen, when a 
woman's life is to be left exposed to savages, and worse men. 
Dominie Schuneman, where are you going ?" said the jolly 
'Yfvrow, " leaving me here in charge of a whole parish, white 
and black, and " 

" These young darlings at your heels," was the filling up 
which the husband gave to tlie sentence begun by the careful 
wife. He knew that she would oppose his going, and had hid- 
den it from her to the last moment J and now that he was all 
ready he had no objections to her bidding him good-bye, 
while all the family followed for the same purpose. 

" Where are you going, Dominie ?" she renewed her ques- 
tion, with a softer look. Her fine, full face glowed like a 
morning sun, and her tall, rather heavy form, in the excite- 
ment of the moment, had life throughout the whole, which 
gave it elasticity and motion, quick and graceful. The 
Dominie stood entranced, but not in the least hesitating, as 
she said energetically, " You will get your neck broken on 
some of these night expeditions ; you will not escape the lead 
always that the wicked man has run for you. Can you not 
leave such work to them that should do it, and inind. the 
business that properly belongs to you." 

" ' Yfvrow, ' Yfvrow I my work is to do good for God and to 
my country, as did the high priest of old, who buckled the 
sword of Goliah on the patriotic David, and blessed hun, 
sending him forth to battle." 

"Yaw, yaw! but he did not go himself, but stayed at 
home, attending upon his work in the tabernacle." 

" You have forgotten, 'Yfvrow, that he went before, carry- 
ing the ark in the sight of the people." 

" Dominie Schuneman," said the softened but proud wife, 
" we have not all been at Leyden, so I cannot argue with you 
in that style ; but affection pleads in me more powerfully 
than learning." 

As the tear glistened in the eye of the wife and the mother, 
and there was not a man there who would have ventured to 
call the Domioie a coward had he remained at home — ^but the 
man of God was made of sterner stuff than to yield up at 
such a juncture — ^he said : 

"All that you say is true, Maria; but there are other 
parents in the world besides us. There is Martinus and 
Anshela Schuyler crying after their dochter Elsie, the niece 
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of our good friend the general ; and she is away into cap. 
tivity somewhere in the mountains : and what would we say 
if our little dawty there was in the same place, and no one 
willing to risk a gun-shot for her life." 

The good 'Yvfrow smiled, and looking through her tears, 
asked S he intended " to l^t all these men go off hungry to 
the hills?" 

In a few minutes all the servants of the house were seen out 
on the road, loaded with all sorts of eatables and drinkables. 
These were spread out on the horse blocks, on the pews, in- 
side the church, and even on the flat gravestones outside. 
The parting meal was made up of ham and egffs, sausages 
and roliches. Breads of all kinds of flour, and cakes without 
number ; ole cake, Johny dake, crawley cake, fritter cake, and 
buckwheat cake ; with more of Dutch names than would be 
safe for any man to speak of. Grant said "these Dutch 
words always stretched his jaw so that he would as soon read 
the tenth chapter of Nehemiah, when he was hungry, as try 
to learn to speak them ; unless," he added, " this wife o' the 
nunister should be my schule master ; for verily she is a per- 
fect Abigail, wi' her loaves and her wine, and her hundred 
kinds o' cakes ; but there is a kind she has na got yet,. aQd 
that was ait cake : and as for the Dominie himself, he aye be- 
lieved that there must be some Scotch bluid in his veins, he 
was sic a sensible body." 

The good dame having got over her fears, went from place 
to place, urging upon them all to eat ; flinging down at the 
same tune a slice of rye bread on this place, and a piece of pork 
on that ; and not passing one by, unless she showed her kind-> 
ness practically. A good word she had for all. When she 
came to Teunis, she urged him to eat, and be sure and tell 
Elsie that she would expect her to come down and spend 
a week with her at the parsonage, till the Hoogenhuisen was 
built again. Turning to Clarence, she put on. the dignity 
of a duchess, hoping he would soon find his sister ; and as 
this was an easy route to return by, it would be good to 
spend a night by the way after her fright. At the time she 
was saying this to him, she was pourmg out a glass of her 
best Hollands for his particular use. 

" You will find us, sir," she said, " plain, trife*hearted folk, 
who know both how to treat a friend and a foe." 

Clarence drank her health standing, with his hat in hand ; 
wishing that " never worse than the present might be seen by 
him or hi& friends on any side of the sea.'* 
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All were now ready to march agreeably to tbti order laid 
down. The Dominie and about ten of the ancients of the 
town were in the saddle. Tom, that slippery dog, had charge 
of what might be called a snmpter horse, since on its back 
was a large bag of all kinds of necessaries ; and his master's 
cloak, which the careful 'Yfvrow had ordered to be strapped 
behind, so that he might have it ready for immediate use. 
Coming upclose to his stirrup iron, she said : 

" Now, Dominie, see that you take good care of yourself, 
and tie this round your mouth to keep out the night air and 
the cauld dews ; and mind me and the kinderen ; as she 
looked up in his face more softly than she would have 
done an hour before. 

" Get away with you, now, Maiia," as he held down Yna 
head to her cheek ; *^ you know that I am never cold ; my 
feet are always out of bed at night. My head, you tell me, 
often is too hot ; but you know, Maria, dearest, my heart is 
neyer cold ; and for you and the kinderen it is always glow- 
ing warm." 

Here the equally warm-hearted wife lifted her head a little 
nearer to the saddle girths, as the good man said, in his usual 
half Jesting way, when he wished to be familiar and fond : 

** Indeed, wire, I think were I laid in the clay there, my 
heart would throb back to you, were you to put your hand 
on the turf." 

A tear sparkled in the 'YfVrow's eye ; and as the men had 
moved off a little way, she embraced her lord most heartily ; 
as he rode away from her sight, saying, ^' the Lord be with 
thee." 
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BOOK IV. 



The Itfohawk chief ostensibly sought to obtain a diversion 
in &vor of Burgojne, but that was not his main design. 
He was proud of being the hereditary king of the Six 
Nations, cherishing the name and the fame of Hendrick, 
who fought for that title with a forecast and a vigor worthy 
of any ancient hero. The honor bestowed upon Hendrick by 
Queen Anne, along vrith other Indian chiefs, had made him 
mad after more honors ; and as he had but one rif al worthy 
of the rank, he resolved to contend openly with £-tau-o-qnam 
in his place on the Hudson, at the mouth of the Kaatskill, 
which he had done twenty years before, coming off victo- 
riously. 

The tradition of that great event was cherished with ven©. 
ration by the Mohawk nation, and induced them willingly, 
to make the attack upon the same point now, in full confi- 
dence of gaining honor from their Great Father, over the 
big waters, as heretofore. The vast West was at the com- 
mand of some one, daring enough to seize the power, and whQ 
so able and willing as Brandt ? The impossibility of uniting 
the king's armies of the North and the South, presented a 
most favorable chance for cutting the rebels in two, and thus 
leaving them like a serpent that lies on a path intercepting a 
march, to wriggle out life. To obtain joint possession of 
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Wantohia — the island at the mouth of the KaatskQl — ^was the 
purpose of the Mohawk. Divided, the American patriots must 
yield, or be greatly weakened by the forces brought against 
them at all points. ' To execute this scheine, Butler, the 
notorious Englishman, and his brother, had made themselves 
favorites with the Indian tribes, from their sheer desire for blood 
and rapine, resembling more the appetite of a panther than 
the generous enmity of a civilized foe. Willing to carry out 
their hatred at aU sacrifices, they gave up the honor of com- 
manding, into the hands of the Mohawk, who, in return for 
these honors, which gratified his ambition and his pride, lent 
them his influence and his braves, who proved themselves 
but too willing to follow wherever Butler led. Hence we 
have the massacre Wyoming to record, which was to have 
been followed^ in due time, by similar attacks all along the 
lines, till it woulfl be impossible to raise men who would he 
willing to follow Washington or Gates, leaving their dis- 
tricts open to the attack of these cruel assassins of women 
and children. 

This savage force, which was becoming every day more 
formidable, had a wide territory on which to exercise their 
designs undisturbed. No wise general in the present state 
of the frontiers, would dare to venture an army into a dense 
wilderness where no support could be obtained, and all 
retreat cut off from their base of operations. It seems to 
be a maxim with military men, that the possessor of the 
heights has the command of the country. A salutary fear 
prevented all the officers in command from an attempt to 
dislodge an enemy seemingly intrenched behind the strongest 
wall nature herself could raise. 

It was, thei^efore, all the more remarkable, that the at- 
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tempt of the Dominie to drive Brandt and his allies back 
from the verge of the precipice, should be undertaken by 
one ignorant of such an old and unrepealed rule of war. 
Perhaps the very ignorance of a non-oflScial man, possessed 
of good common sense, may have been the very cause of his 
seeming temerity. Had any of the superior men at arms 
come along and shaken their heads in doubt of success, 
it is likely that the good Dominie Schuneman would have 
hesitated; but having been many times after wolves 
among these heights, he always found that if he could suc- 
ceed in mounting up still higher, there was small cause of 
fear, when the hunter was brave and well armed. The time 
may come when this daring common sense shall take the 
place of that theoretical caution which lets an enemy 
remain undisturbed, provided he is in possei^sion of a hill- 
side. The historian, in faithfully narrating this firSt blow at 
the barbarians on the mountains, may show to the high 
authorities of the land, how the key to the vast and un- 
known West can be applied again successfully, in opening 
that rocky barrier which shuts the whole world out, and yet 
leaves the savage a means of escape. t 



CHAPTER I. 



HUNTING THE LION AND HIS TAWNY WHELPS. 

** As when some huntsman with a flying spear 
From the blind thickets wounds a stately deer, 
Down his cleft side, while fresh the blood distills, 
He bounds aloft and scuds from hills to hills, 
Till life's warm rapor issuing from the wound, 
^ Wild mountain wolves the f^nting beast surround." 

Pop«. 

All being ready, the rude soldiers moved away under the 
oommand of their several leaders, a motley and irregular 
band, at sight of which the weU trained and practised smiled. 
TThey were like a fleet of Newcastle colliers putting to sea, 
roaring, tugging, screaming at the full pitch of their lungs, 
each one in the others' way. The man-of-war's man, fresh 
from Portsmouth, would turn the quid in his mouth, drawing 
up the wide trowsers, as he swore an oath at these landlub- 
bers pretending to be jack tars. Biit after waiting a short 
time, he sees them all out to sea and on their vogage. 

Every one of this strangling crew, had an individual mind, 
and every one watched me movetaents of the Dominie, who 
at length rode up with fury that he might take the lead in 
the cavalcade. 

" There he goes noo at last," said the impatient Gtant, 
^^ like another Abrauhaum, going after the slaughter of the 
kings ; and literally true is it as the Scriptur says, wi' his 
armed servants, three hundred and aughteen, pursuing them 
even unto Dan." -^ 

" Do you think," said Salisbury, " that he will bring back 
his brother Lot and his goods and the women also." 

" Nae saying, nae saying," was Grant's sincere answer, "he 
is a bauld creature that Dominie, and a stout body till the 
bargain." 

l^unis and Clarence were considered as independent vo- 
lunteers, and went together with more thoughtfulness than 
pervaded the company in general, who had not so much at 

tax 
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Stake. Even the reverend leader joked ; Tom whistled what 
he durst not speak out, and until they got within the line of 
the enemy, expressed their feelings as they deemed best. 
After they reached the foot of uie mountain, they were 
ordered to speak less and in a quieter tone. By and by the 
Dominie told them their march must be in silence. 

" Down in de belly, spose," Tom said he knew " 'hem nig- 
ger did dat ; could make himself tink two nigger in him at 
once ; one down cellar noder up stair.'* 

't Hold your peace, you scoundrel ; now, when I think of it, 
the forty stripes must come ofF soon, else we shall have the 
mountain echoes resounding jvith your pig squealing." 

" Lor' massa, me can't help telling Brandt w'ere massa am 
if him gib forty save vone dis night ; best 'spense wid de 
forty and gib de one." 

" And a good one let it be then," said the Dominie, as he 
unexpectedly struck over the shoulders of the unsuspecting 
Tom ; who roared out so lustily that there was some fear of 
w akening up the wild human and bestial. 

Clarence and Tennis had made up their minds to go for- 
ward and reconnoitre the state of affairs ; and there seemed 
to be no immediate objections to that course. But Grant, 
to whom they broke their mind, did not exactly relish the 
movement on the part of two untried men, still wearing the 
livery of the king. He did not exactly suspect them of 
treachery, but he deemed it best to be cautious. He said, as 
if incidentally : 

" You will run great risk, callants, only twa o' you among 
so many Tory Inmans. If they catch you they will roast 
you like a red herring." 

" We have planned all that, you see," said Tennis. "I have 
got dh their dress already, and I can easily get a disguise for 
my friend here. We intend joining them, so that we may 
be near the girls, should their place of refuge be discovered." 

" ' Wull to cooper, gang to cooper,' as they say in Fife ; but 

^I wouldna disguise my face for alfthe lasses that ever lilted 

a strathspey. An Indian garb is a mean looking thing at the 

best, and I cannot help suspecting the man that puts it on. 

You maun just excuse me for sayin' what I do say." 

Teunis, who did get flushed in the face at the insinuation, 
put in here a word concerning his fidelity, and he was con- 
ning a speech in accordance with his fiery look, which would 
certainly have produced trouble, as the hasty Scot only 
wanted the chance of giving expression to his doubts, wlicu 
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Clarence with great address, turned the mmd of Grant into 
his favorite theme by asking : 

" How that valley down below there would compare with 
the scenery of Scotland. Yqu have been up here, of course, 
in the day time, and can judge." 

^^ Oh, aye, sir, I have been up here hunting wi' the lads 
that are prisoners down in the toon ; and to be honest, I 
think the size of the country tak's away from the feeling of 
pleasure I used to hae, whdn I looked down frae a Scottish 
mountun." 

^^ But does not that make the sublinuty all the more, if 
there be a sufficient variety of lull and dale, wood and water, 
interspersed. And then, surel]f the forest rising up as this 
d9es to the very top, must be more bejautiful at all times of 
tlie year than the bare furze on the Scottish mountains." 

"Heather sir, heather is the word. There is music in the 
very soond o' the word, and as to the sight, I have seen nae- 
thing here that can stand a comparison with the bloom o' the 
heather. Oh no, sir ; they have nae sangs about the woods 
up here, nor the streams. I never heard a lassie in this 
whole land sinojing the sma'est lilt about* the hills and bun- 
nies in all this Ian'. Man, if you gang up Ben Oioiachan, or 
down the "date o' Aberfeldy, you would think all nature 
vocal." 

*' True, true ; but then the Scotch are a singing race of peo- 
ple, and they have had such a noble history, it makes the 
natives glad." 

*' That's a' true, and finely said," was the answer of the 
flattered Scot, " frae you that's an Englishman ; for nae 
doubt, you hae been in Scotland, hunting in the Highlands. 
If you have stood on the tap o' Ben Ledi, you have seen 
another siglit than what you will see the mom at sunrise 
here ; and you will see eneuch here to make your ecu glance, 
I'll allow." 

"Keeping out of view the associations of the Scottish 
scenery, where to your mind lies the difference between 
them ?" asked his new acquaintance, who was anxious to keep . 
the good opinion of Grant, who would be a formidable enemy 
if enraged, or even were he to remain prejudiced, as he was 
evidently against him and Tennis. 

" I think, sir, that the chief difference between what we 
see iiere, and that of a Scottish mountain and glen, with all 
the rest that surround them, lies in the fact that you can take 
in all Ben Lomond and the loch below, ^ith the i8l9]idt 
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out, dowDtoDiuiibartoii,aDdoii toTlntooktapyataeglftoce; 
and it'8 all ^rand. But, here map, eyerything is on sic a great 
scale, that I canna comprehend it. My head gets so dizzy 
that I feel as if a' my tnoughts had tamed into bumble bees. 
Just this minute, as Vm looking down in the dark, my brain 
is maer like a bike before it hives aff than anything else. Bo 
you no feel something like it youraelf, sir ?" 

*^ I confess, Grant, that my head is turned after all I have 
seen and heard this day," said* the young * man, anxious to 
keep the lieutenant from the subject of Tennis* departure, 
as he perceived his new friend negotiatij4g the matter \i4th 
the chiefe ; " but if I niay guess from what you say, there 
must be a fine uncultivated field for the future poet in that 
rery greatness and mistiness, which meet in the far off 
horizon, where the other mountain tops just peer through 
the clouds. And that noble river, runnmg through the centre 
where the forests are ever living and moving." 

** You are very eloquent on what you have never seen yet ; 
but even your description does not come up half to it ; and as 
you say yoursel', it will require some poet like Allan Ramsay 
to sing about it. At any rate, it will be a lang while before 
this can compare wi' the hills o' Caledonia. Dannie McGre- 
gor there will tell you, that the hill o' Kenmore, where the 
X erLof Breadalbane has his house, is as like the Garden o* 
Eden as this mountain is like that where Noah's ark rested 
after the flood. Indeed, I doutna but the auld carle when 
he looked frae his craw's nest out o'er the plains of Shinar, as 
the folks here do, when they look out on tliat valley where 
the sun shines noo, said that will be a bonny country when 
it is a* peopled, and growing o'er wi' com, and the river Hud- 
son there speckled wi' sails. But man, whan that takes place, 
we will a' be lying beneath the yird ; and what the better 
ami?" 

Grant would, with a willing listener, as his present auditor 
proved to be, have gone on till the morning in the same strain ; 
but Clarence, perceiving that Teunis had succeeded in con- 
vincing the Dominie of the excellence of his plan, allowed 
him to give his own report, and all the leaders were called 
together, that there might be a proper understanding in the 
morning. 

** We must fix upon a signal" said the Dominie, " for we have 
a wily serpent to deal with, and we cannot guard ourselves 
too welL What shall the word be ?" 

H^lSkQ sword of the Lord and of Schuneman," shouted out 
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the enthusiastic Grant, as if he had made a discovery of per- 
petual motion and was afraid it might slip back down his 
throat before he could give it out. " The sword of the Lord 
and of Schtmeman," he repeated, to be sure that he heard* it 
himself. They were about to give a cheer, but restraining 
themselves said " Amen : so let it be." 

And so the two young men left, careful to bid Grant the 
most cordial good bye. 

" Noo," said that worthy, 'after they were gone, " it's my 
opinion that we have not shown muckle sense in that. What 
would you say if the whole o' that telling of tlieirs was just a 
scheme to get up here, where we canna help us ? Ane of 
them is a king's man, we are sure, and the other to my 
mind is a great deal worse. Baith o' them are in disguise : 
and a man who will put on a false face for ane thing will do 
it for anither. It would not surprise me to fin' ourselves cor- 
bie's meat before the mornin'." 

Some of tlie young men were so impressed with this speech 
of Grant, that they offered to ride forward and bring the two 
scouts back. But this was overruled by the general opinion 
of their honesty. Indeed, Grant himself did not believe all 
t i said, for he adde*d : ' 

" I took quite a liking to that chiel Clarence frae the first ; 
he tauld such a straue^ht story, and for ane, I am ready to 
fecht for him, and forliis sister when it comes to blows." 

Teunis, having Clarence in charge, felt all the responsibility 
of a man, on whom the success of a great enterprise depends ; 
but so far fnmi sinking under the burden, that he grew 
stronger, able to endure anything, or to accomplish the most 
diflicult undertaking. He was casting about in his mind the 
different ways which it might be best for him to pursue, when 
quick as a flash he fixed on the most perilous — being none 
else than that through which Elsie had led Miss Clinton two 
nights before this. 

The two young men climbed a tree, so as to'get afull view. 
The sky was lurid, and the din that rose from the camp of 
Brandt and . his allies was ominous of comiifg war. This, 
however, was a proof of unconsciousness concerning an ene- 
my approaching. Clarence looked down, with the eye 
of a romantic youth, as well as of a soldier ; and as he saw 
the fires ranged in a half circle, cut by a deep, dark gulf at 
the distance, he imagined a thousand things of which he had 
read and dreamed of the red man. 

Round each fire, men were seen moving like the black 
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spirits of pandemoniam. The few days they had been there . 
had quieted the rude, and made the intelligent more reflec- 
tive ; still there were songs and coarse jests going on, which 
made the woods ring with their noise. 

" Is that high ground we see' there on the south ?" said 
Clarence, after a pause. 

'* Yes, sir," said Teunis, in a whisper, for he knew that 
sentinels were near. " Your soldierly eye is laying out the 
battle for to-morrow, but the Mohawk has not left himself 
without a way of retreat.*' 

" Well for him,'* said the other, now also under his breath, 
" for, I declare, it makes my nerves tingle to see how easily 
the whole might be surprised, and put to flight. But how I 
should like to see all these dusky warriors start up at the 
sound of the trumpet." 

. " The war-whoop you mean, sir ; but it makes the Dutch 
blood in my vems curdle when I see these fiends, not soldiers, 
hiding themselves till the time comes for them to shoot out 
their fiery tongues." 

" You are right, friend Teunis ; as I look down, mv memory 
helps me to words that suit the scene before us well : ' It was 
a place for the habitations of carnal sinners. The winds, full 
of stiffened voices, buffeted their souls, forever whirling them 
away to and fro, dashing them, the one against the other.* 
There is a crowd driven in a body like dark stars by a sul- 
phureous blast." 

Teunis, who never had heard of Dante, and was in no mood 
for imaginary description, said in low tones, as if afraid the 
Mohawk might hear him, "You may distinguish Brandt's 
tent by its standing in front of all the rest ; can you see 
figures moving ?'' 

"I do,'* said the young scholarly soldier, replying in the 
words of the same poet ; " ' 'Tis hell, thick smoke carved into 
images black, yet lustrous ; shapes of dignity, they dwell 
apart.' *' 

The two young men, descending from the tree, prepared 
for the morrow. Already Clarence had determined on join- 
ing the army of the Mohawk, as the surest way of keeping 
the dishonorable Clifford in view. But before he could do 
that effectually, he must change the dress he had on, and 
obtain, if possible, one of those disguises which Teunis and 
others had assumed. He communicated his purpose ^to his 
companion, who, though he, feared the result, saw in it a 
boldness, which would if anything, insure it success. At 
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.the worst he could reveal himself, and thus claiw* the protec- 
tion of the Mohawk. 

''You may obtain this," said Teunis, wh^n Clarence 
inquired for the disguise, ^' for the king's chnk. There are 
plenty of such garments to be had down there." 

. "Well, go, and I will remain here for a tune; xny blood 
boils and I need sleep to cool my brain ; I shaft lie down 
here for an hour or two." 

" Not there," said Temiis ; " but come with me And you 
shall have the bed that your sister and Elsie had on the night 
I have told you of." 

" None better than that where I can dream oi her Aod of 
home." 

With that, Teunis led his companion to the place of repose 
already described, which he spread with branches and a ftir 
robe he had at hand, and advised Clarence not to stir till th^ 
word of the paity M^as given before sunrise. 

They parted with this imderstanding. 



CHAPTER n. 

THE HEAD IN THE LION'S MOUTH. 

** Honesty Is current coin ; uprightness is fine silver ; probity, gold witliout SHoj ; bdt 
integrity is gold, tried and purified." 

Old DiTUii. 

Our yoiing Dutchman, left once more alone to his own 
thoughts, was feeling every moment more heavily upon him 
the pressure of his responsibility. Everything appeared to 
depend upon his pinidence and his boldness. The young 
soldier he had just parted with trusted him ; the two he had 
seen in the morning at the falls, were waiting his return at 
sunrise; to-morrow the Dominie had pledged himself on 
Tennis's behalf; the mysterious being in the hollow was ex- 
pecting a visit from him at midnight; Martin, father of 
JElsie, had begun to trusfhim ; and above all these reasons, was 
the consideration that Elsie herself had m^-de his fidelity to this 
good cause the price of her heart to him. Never did he 
feel tilLthis moment that so much depended upon his faithful. 
ness and wisdom. Under all of these obligations he did not 
stagger. His foot pressed the ground more firmly at every 
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step, while he moved cautiously, where he knew the sen- 
tinels were posted ; courageously going forward, he resolved ' 
at once to present himself at the camp, and thus ascertain 
for himself the exact state of things, and of the plan for 
to-morrow. Veering a little to the right, he beard voices, 
which made him turn from the path into the bushes, where 
he lay down. Putting his ear to the ground, he quietly 
waited for the return of the party that he knew were near. 
There were two of them, who came back slowly, like men 
who had sauntered aside for free conversation. 

" I will cover you from all blame, as your superior. Act- 
ing under me, you only frilfill his majesty's orders. Have I 
not shown you the letter of the general, to bum and take all 
the prisoners, and to do nothing by halves ?" 

" Mohawk is his own chief," was the proud answer of the 
other ; " Indians cannot see the mark of the goose's wing. 
They love the scalping-knife better. Braves cannot be tickl^ ^ 
with a feather." 

" Captain Brandt," was the hasty reply of the first speaker, 
" does not doubt my honor." There seemed as if there was 
some handling of a sword-hilt here at this time. " Have not 
I left my command at Fort Niagara, at the word of one of 
your red race ? I have met you here to aid in conducting 
these piisoners back through the wilderness. Surely that is 
evidence of my sincerity, and of my interest in the success of 
this enterprise. And now, just when it is about to be 
crowned with complete success, you threaten to leave." 

By this time the two men had become 60 much in earnest 
in their conversation that they stood facing each other quite 
opposite to the spot where Teunis lay ^uiet: for well he 
knew that his life depended on his keeping in his breath* 
Yet he trembled lest the beating of his pulse at the wrist 
would disturb the dry leaves on which he lay. 

" Clifford was a great soldier when he fought the Whigs 
on the sand-fields of the Dutchmen. Clifford has all the 
fort of Ni-a-a-ga-ra in his groat hand ; but the king's great 
soldiers have soft hearts when pale squaws come between 
their fiery eyes and the moon." 

There .was a sly irony in aU this ; all the more provoking 
that it could not be met by an honorable blow. 

" Cheeks that smile like the young morning, bring tears 
into -great eyes," was the still aggravating tone of the same 
speaker. At last the other man broke out into fury unre- 
strained. 
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" I tell you what, brave Mohawk, that pale squaw must 

' be mine, and if I can buy your help in bringing her into the 

camp before you leave, there is nothing that the Great King 

has put into my hand which Brandt may not command." 

" The Mohawk cannot be bought \vith fair words ; and if 
he could, his braves are turning their faces to the north star, 
where their squaws are husking com, and their papooses 
singing in their swings." 

" Well, I must be content and let you all go," was the infu- 
riated answer. "But I remain till I gain my reward. Good 
God," said the speaker called CHfford, " am I to be baffled 
by a sentimental miss, and that Dutch dumpling which Kis- 
kataani says has her in charge. No, I'll scour these woods 
till my toes are worn to stumps, or blistered as they have 
been under a Bengal sun, before 1 yield to this piece of 
painted flesh." 

All this time the speaker was stamping with violent rago 
on the ground as if he could bring up relief from the nether 
regions. Hb comrade for the time was quietly standing till 
the storm would vent itself; which, like all such gusts, was 
soon over j and the man who was calling up spirits from the 
vasty deep, gave it up by saying : 

" I can at least control Kiskataam and his foil by the glit- 
tering metal." 

" ugh!" was the short interjection of the Indian, ^'Kiska- 
taam's cood hunter for himself. A fawn will leap and play 
well in his wigwam on the silver water of Kapna^we-hol-a." 

The white man, at this home thrust, which he evidently 
felt in the tenderest part, could not express himself, but 
gave out that choking utterance which a man gives when 
his breath fails him. " I know," said he at last, *' that the 
serpent has tried to crawl into my nest, and all my fear is 
that he knows too well of the hiding-place where Miss 
Clinton is kept ; and that he only waits to weary us out. 
But I will die first." 

" Miss Clinton ! Miss Clinton," was echoed by the Mo- 
hawk. " Who is this fawn that the great soldier calls Miss 
Clinton ? The great Englishman called her Fawn." 

" Who should she be but the papoose of that rank Whig 
Clinton, one of the rebel generals ? That is prize enough to 
wait a week for ;" and here he bent his mouth to the ear of 
the Indian — the last word heard w^ " ransom." 

^' The Mohawks do not make war on pale-faced squaws.. 
Wo leave when the next sun lises." 
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Wiih tbat the two went on toward the camp; and as 
Teunis followed he heard ClifTord chiding his companion for 
his tender heart^dness. " Mohawk is a woman. I have a ' 
stronger heart than any of you. Delicate women whose 
veils were never lifted to man, have begged from me and I 
have turned away. The valley of the Ganges, wider than 
the one below, groaning with misery, and putrid with death, 
did not move me. under my windows I saw the river 
Hoogly rolling with corpses ; the streets of Calcutta blocked 
with the dying. The living not strong enough to scare 
awa^ the jackals and the vultures from the scarcely dead 
bodies." 

All of this was said to impress the Mohawk with the folly 
of being tender hearted ; to which he merely replied with 
his significant " ugh 1" and 

" Clifford is a great soldier ; the Mohawk shall go after 
the next day is past." 

" Go and be " as he turned right round, leaving the 

Mohawk to enter the camp alone, while he plunged into 
the bushes aside, as if he wished to hide himself troni the 
stars. Teunis only heard " curse. Mm ! curse her," repeated 
till he lost the sound and the sight alike. 

^ The listener justified himself in hearkening: to what ouj^ht 
io he counteracted if possible, more especially as be had 
obtained valuable information for the ri.sk he had run. So 
making his way as quietly as'he could, without appearing to 
steal in, he found out his brother Anthony's tent, who was 
there having a command. When they parted in the morning 
they had an understanding between them that Teunis should 
make a call at home as he passed, just to see how things 
*' kcLam on, and help for an hour or so." Anthony was not 
in the tent when his brother entered, so addressing one who 
was always known by the shortest part of his name : 

" You here yet, Phil ? I feared that by this time you 
would be all away to Niaagaara." 

"Nay, nay," said the other pettishly, **dat big soger, has 
de ooren ov de Indian o'er near his mouth. Budt end vere 
hast ton been, Teunie ? bad talk here." 

" What now, ' Phil ?" said the new comer, with well- 
feigned astonishment'. " Where is Broder Anthony ?" 

That kind hearted youth who loved Teunis better than his 
own life, and who felt all the anxiety of an earnest soul for 
him, had been out watching for the wanderer, so that he 
might put him on his guard. Coming merely into the tent 
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door, he gave a signal which brought Teunis out into tho 
dark, where they stood out of sight and hearing. 

" Teunie," said Anthony, in a low husky voice, " thee had 
best gae home and watch te old folks." 

" What now ?" said the no less anxious brother. " What 
have I done that I cannot be with you at the great 
hunt ?" 

" We have not time," was the answer, " to speak of all. 
Whispers have been going through the camp all day. 
Awee 1 awee ! for fayther, if the half of this be true, he 
will shoot you though he die of grief afterward." 

Teunis would have entered into his own defence warmly, 
but the other stopped him, putting his arm into that of 
Teunis, leading him round, so as to reach the higher point 
at the south of the camp, where they had the opportunity 
of seeing all that was going on below. Anthony told his 
brother to watch the movements of two or three men whom 
he pointed out. The three figures Teunis soon discerned to 
be Kiskataam, Shandaagan and Dan De-la-mater, a well- 
known desperate fellow, who aspired to the hand of Elsie 
Schuyler, and was thus the decided enemy of Teunis. 

" Can you guess what all that mean's ?" was the question 
put to the transfixed Teunis. ''They are saarching the 
tent ; if you had been there till this time, your arras woiihV 
have been tied behind your back. Or a ball through 
somebody before that could have been done. Anthony, 
I killed a catamount this morning, and I am not likely to 
let any villain, as all these are, put a cord round my wrists 
without a struggle." 

"I have heard of two catamounts being killed, and am 
proud that my brother had the power and the skill to kill 
one of these monsters ; but mind you, Teunis, that there ^ro 
worse creatures than catamounts." 

" True, as I see down there. But, Anthony, were as many 
of these wild beasts to be collected, as there are men below, 
they would sleep quieter and devour less ; and I have been 
thinking that an animal with a red coat is more savage than 
one with a dun-colored one. The feet of the human beast 
are swifter to seek blood." 

" Eet that alone just now ; you better leave before they 
surround the camp, and rouse up these Mohawk duivels, and 
you will find them to be a drove of catamounts. We are 
going out to-morrow to hunt up two Whig women, and you 
can guess who one of them is." 

16 • 
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For that reason I mast r^emain and protect her against 
harm." 

" You cannot aid her in the smallest mite. After what I 
saw at the burning of Hoogenhi^sen, I am sure that you wifl 
be less able to stand the onset, when the flower of that 
place is laid on the ground, and trampled upon by ruffians;" 

" I would send a ball through the man that dares to put & 
foul finger on that flower of tny heart." 

" Neither Dan Del-de-la-mater nor Shandaagan will keep 
away the less that you look gloom at them. Two men and 
an Indian for one woman, and she a Whig's dochter, must be 
in these times too many for you." 

The tear was rising in the eye of the anxious lover, so 
that it glistened in the light of the bright fire, and trickled 
down upon the hand of the kind-hearted Anthony so as to 
startle him into earnestness. 

" In the name of God, Tennis Roe, go ; they will get a 
glimpse of that face in the light of the fire, and a ball will 
come from some one of these pieces, that never errs. Your 
eyes are glancing like a deer's at the river side, when pine 
knots are blazing in the boat. You have shot them in the 
eene yourself; go, I beseech you." 

^ Almost overcome. Tennis began, '* And you will be '» 

> " Oh, Teunis, I know what you would say ; and I swear to 
you, that Whig as Elsie is, and the real dochter of a true 
Whig, that I will protect Her with my life, for your sake. 
Go, Teunie go, and mother's Gpd be with you." 

" Swear again, and I will go ; swear that you will not let 
them tie her, nor let Dan put one hand on her, and whisper 
in her ear that you do all for the sake of your wandenng 
brother Teunie." 

With that the down-hearted youth stepped over the face 
of the cliff by a natural ladder that he had frequently used 
before, and was no more in danger of missing his foot than 
by that of his father's barn, so tliat he w^s soon out of 
the reach of those sluith hounds who were already on his 
track. A vain pursuit amidst those nigged rocks and fallen 
trees. 

Directing his steps northward to where the Dominie's 
party was lodged, he fell now into their hands from necessity. 
vYhile the sympathies of his better nature were always wiUi 
the Whigs, it is doubtful if he would have declared so so<m 
for them, but from affection first, and now through necessity. 
Treading his way, as a hunter only knows how, among loose 



THE AFBIOAN OOUBT-MABTIAL. 868 

rooks and underbrush, thick as an East Indian jungle, with not 
a few of the dangers found in Bengal, from American tigers. 
Tennis moved with his knile in one hand, and his horse-pistol 
in the other, looking on all sides for enemies. But he had 
110 choice but of escaping thus, nor had he any fear of being 
waylaid, except as some cunning hunter from above might 
have descended from the opposite side of the rock, and was 
lying in wait for his passing by. He disturbed not a few of 
the wildcats of the place, as he knew from their hissing and 
spitting sound, which would have been mistaken for serpents 
by a less acute sense. His aim was now the spook's den, but 
ere he could reach that he must come across the camp of the 
Dominie, where he could not rest in security tiU the appointed 
time for meeting the spook arrived. So keeping the north 
star in Ms eye, he moved on like the sailor, tacking as he 
found a favorable breeze. Turning round a jutting rock, 
avoiding some ohasm, or leaping a fallen trunk, he never 
once lost sight of the point of his attraction. 



CHAPTER m. 

THE AFRICAN COURT-MAETIAL. 

** Oommend me to Nftture, spiced oyer by the hft&d of Art ; the one providee hanger, 
and the other Mace; eo that between Nature and Art, yoa sit smacking year lips.' 

Old Cookkrt Book. 

OxTB night walker, uncertain concerning the character of 
the sounds he heard, dropped himself quietly and suddenly 
to the ground, where he put his ear, hoping' to be able to dis- 
tingui£ the voices which gave them forth. 

"Some frolickers," said Tennis, "who have found the 
camp above too quiet. Maybe some Indians on an inde- 
pendent excursion. Both must be avoided by me to-nighU 
I can neither join the one, nor be seen by the other. Ha 1" 
said the listener, " the^e are niggers ; what can they be at 
here, and at this time of night ? But why need I wonder, 
they are just like all vermin; they follow the white man, 
and mock his wavs. Why not ? They have as good a right 
to their fun and nght as we have to ours." 

Climbing np oa the point of a jutting rock, he saw a fire 
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kindled in a hollow place, which he knew must be near to the 
cloven rock, where he had himself often rested, and which 
was a standing mark to all. Many a cup of good Holland 
had been drunk there by the himting parties, who were sure 
to gather round it after their surroundings, and at night to 
make it their pillow before a rousing fire. The Dominie, 
after one of those frolics, which had gone to excess, came 
down on the sinners in a thundeiing discourse, in which he 
called this the steen des aanstoots — the stone of stumbling ; 
and by that it was known among his folks, till one day the 
good man himself came across a party handing the cuppe 
round, and seeing him coming they obtained one of pure water 
running through the rock, and gave it to him. He tasted it, 
drinking it off with a loud smack of his lips, at the last say- 
ing, " Deszen Mozusst eenrots I" and it is called Moses Rock 
imto this day. 

Cautiously Tennis crept forward till he was near enough to 
disfinguish the shrill tenor of the negro, with the deeper bass 
of some white men ; then a loud choi-us of laughter, which 
went from th^ giggle to the guffaw. Determined to find out 
who these roysterers were, he sought as close a standing 
place as he could find, without being seen himself. Keeping 
Veil up to the westward, he came down, almost crawling, as 

4if swimming on his back, feet foreniost, to the side of the 
rock, which he had between him and the assemblage below. 
Rising up, he looked over and sa\V such a scene as gipsy life 
can only present. A large fire burning briglitly in- the 
centre, s,ent out a heat which made the party turn round 
as brown hams hung on a spit would turn were they possessed 
of feeling, and waiting for a regular roasting all over, and 
through to the bone. Here were all colors, from the jet black, 
glistening with sweat, to the bronze, that changed as the fancy 
was tickled, on to the whity-brown of those called white 
people. 

Tennis knew them all as the slaves belonging to the 
farmers of the district ; chiefly the same ones he had seen ia 
the den two nights ago, attending their superstitious orgies. . 

• Cuffee, the African king, as he maintained himself to be ; 
Caese, with his fiddle ; Jerry of Kaatsban ; and Tom, the 
Dominie's man. These w^re usually the leaders -in all mis- 
chief around, and though very stringent^ laws existed in the 
colonies concerning slaves meeting after nightfall, they were 
easily eluded by such cunning fellows, who, like thieves, 
knew more of the laws than the average of justices. Strong 
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in mind naturally, and not degraded yet by long bondage, 
experience had made them acute in matters where their 
enjoyments were in danger, or their gratifications curtailed. 

To Tennis they now seemed to be engaged holding a 
court, whether in mockery or in earnest, he had some 
difficulty in determining. Cuffee was the presiding spirit, as 
lie usually was in all affairs of the kind. His sincere belief, 
or his assumption, gave him airs which he was not slow to 
put on, and being of a robust person, and possessed of great 
shrewdness, he generally enforced the law by physical- 
force. 

Tom was the only one who disputed his authority, and 
this he did, firsts because the king was a heathen ; and 
second^ he himself being a Christian, should "Aafi authorities \^^ 
and thirds the Dominie's man affected a little of the Dominie 
himself. From his place and puffed up pride, he had begun 
to assume it, and latterly he really beUeved he had had a call 
to preach. 

At the time Tennis discovered these blacks, Cuffee was 
acting as judge, trying a young negro, whom the secret spec- 
tator at once knew; and he s.oon saw that this was not mere 
sport, but that Cuffee and his followers, presuming apon their 
relation to the big Indian, were acting for King George, in 
duo legal form, which,' to one who was a mere spectator, 
might have afforded amusement ; but to Tennis, who had 
now wakened up to the danger of his own playmate, was 
iio jpking iftatter. Ho determined to watch and prevent 
mischief. 

Tom acted as public prosecutor, and Jerry, the slave of 
Cornelius Wynkoop, was to defend the accused. 

" Constable, cry de court," said the judge, with great 
gravity, when old Caesar stepped forward in front of the 
raised bench, and mumbled over, " oh yeez, oh yeez," and 
left the rest in an unknown tongue. 

A, ludicrous imitation of a white man's trial here followed, 
which would defy the pen or pencil of genius to portray in 
its true colors. What Avas of more importance to our 
l»ero, th€L scenes were indicative to him of how the public 
'mind was beginning to regard his own present position, 
licendert, who was the son of Dora, and of the same age 
ivith himself, had, like all negroes brought up side by 
side with a master's son, walked in the steps of Tennis, till 
it had become his own nature to do whatever his young 
master did. He was showing signs of disloyalty now, and 
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those of his grade had detected his tendencies. In the 
trial he was passing through, Tennis saw his own sdf fore- 
shadowed. 

A charge was formally made of leaving the service of 
King George, and taking part with the "revels." , A jury- 
was chosen, and exact specifications laid down to be proven. 
In all of which Tennis heard but his own case repented. 
The pleadings on both sides were ludicrous indeed, but it 
seemed that the actors were in earnest. 

" Bring in de prisoner guilty of treason," said the mock 
judge, " and den shoot him." 

Tennis was here about to take part, and prevent what 
iippeared to be the actual intention of the cool r.iscal, wliose 
wor4s seemed as positively spoken as if he were sitting in an 
Albany court, among his white peers ; when suddenly, out 
of the darkness behind, old Dora emerged, to the great terror 
of all, including the chief actor himself Rising, he m:ide a 
low bow, saying : 

"King Cuffee glad to see Queen Dora wid the Grea 
Gree." 

Dora paid no attention to the salaam made to her presence, 
but turning her eye into a clear crystal cup she held in her 
hand, she muttered some words of incantation ; then liftmg 
her face to the judge, said in her most solemn style : 

" King Gongalloo hang on de gallows dree." 

Cuffee had already ordered the prisoner's arms to be 
unloosed ; and then he called out : 

" Court 'journed till abter suppa." 

" 'Men, so let it be," said Tom, who was man of all work 
at home and abroad. 

A long pole, laid from two branches, sustained two pots of 
the biggest size in use, which were simmering over a fire 
of hot coals, filled to the brim. The acting cook, a fiiU- 
bodied wench, was looking in now and then, stirring the 
contents, and scenting the savory steam that entered even 
Tennis' nostrils, making his mouth to water; for he had 
not ^aten a warm supper since the night of Tobias Myere' 
husking-bee. Besides being reaUy hungry, he knew well * 
enough that the purveyors of this feast had found the best in 
the land. He forgot the robbing of hen-roosts, and nearly 
in his eagerness for food, yielded up his prudence. It was 
evidently in the mind of Cuffee, that young Massa Tennis had 
been guilty of double-dealing, and would be punished when 
^ught.* With all fhese wifiing hands about him, a largei 
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prize than Leendert would be acceptable. There were, 
besides, some persons present, whose backs were toward him, 
and as yet he had not heard their voices above a common 
tone. 

The festival table was the ground, raised as if a ditch had 
been dug round a knoll, into which the feet mic^ht be stowed 
away, and the edge of the bank used as seats. Many of them 
chose the flat places, squatting down on whatever was below 
them. There were at least fifty or sixty persons of the 
black population, with at least a dozen young whites — sons 
of the farmers, whose low tastes led them to seek such frolics, 
where the animal propensities could be gratified unrestrained. 
One individual kept himself hidden, notwithstanding that he 
lay on the ground, just below where Tennis was perched on 
the branch above. The spy in the tree had his fears that 
it might be known to the groundling that some one was in 
the loft. 

The supper dishes were large sugar troughs, usually left in 
the woods for the spring opening, now washed clean in the 
water near by, and convenient for the revellers. Into these 
the contents of the boilers were poured — meat and potatoes in 
heaps. In the centre stood a monstrous dish of fricasseed 
chickens, mixed with sausages. The fowls " 'greed veil wid 
von anoder," Dido said, *'dat had beenfechten cocks in de 
mornin'." 

"An de duck swim in de gravy veil as in de pond wid de 
Oder unda dem vings,". was the intended wit of old Ciesar, 
who gave some extra scrapes upon his fiddle, as he saw his 
favorite dish. 

But the attraction of the take were two full trenchers of 
what is known as souse ; a well-grown pig's flesh, fat, and 
corn-fed, cut up into smaJl pieces and stewed, aU together, 
till it became soft and rich. Dido was in her glory when she 
saw that come up, slightly browned in the skin and tender 
to the touch. 

" Dere a mess for de king, and de Dominie besides might 
say grace as long as turkey's neck dat runs to him's tail be- 
Jiind." 

And to hungry men, seldom has a finer repast been 
spread. All sat round as they chose. Forks there were in 
plenty. A twig cut from the bush beside them, with a stump 
lor handle, and the bark peeled, was equal to the best silver 
in the governor's basket of plate. That stuck in at random, 
never tailed to bring up the game that gratified the eater. 
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Bread came out from comers as white as Dame Dyce could 
produce to her New York company, in her fine stone man- 
sion, by the Kaatskill creek ; and to crown all, there was cold 
slaugh, and hot slaugh, which was forked into their mouths 
as il' they were stowing away heaps of manure into a deep 
cellar way. 

" Ho 1 ho I ho !" roared out Cuffee, as he fished out a huge 
piece which he saw would be his last bit from that platter, 
" me got de gobla crop ; dat goes for to hollo orda !" 

" He ! he I he I" responded one of the young wenches ; 
"King Cuffee got de goose's throat. Goose make good 
squia." 

Here the faithful Phoebe produced her liquor jug, well 
filled with strong waters of some kind, that had the usual 
effect upon human brains. All kinds of frolicking com- 
menced, and some of a nature that could not be described 
without defiling my page. Savage nature came out in its most 
loathsome forms, such as we read of in histories of paganism 
at its feasts. Looking down upon them, Teunis saw the 
rolling and tumbling as if it had oeen the wriggling of black 
snakes, in a round pit. 

During the noise, our night-walker had climbed to the 
outmost part of the branch. He was eager upon finding out 
who was lying beneath him on the ground, and had just suc- 
ceeded to his horror, when Cuffee cried out : 

" Now for de trile of de Ingen Shandaagan, for falling in*d 
love wid Martin's. Elshie — Clerk will read de law." 

Here Tom, who had heard it many times, gravely re- 
peated the tolonial statute : " De durd Sessions of de fif As- 
sembly Queen Anne. Be it 'nacted by de Gobemor, Coun- 
cil, and Assembly, in case any slave or Ingen, kiss, or marry, 
or court free man's daughter " — ^ 

Here the Indian, who took all this more in earnest than 
was intended, and who had worked himself up, under the in- 
fluence of love, liquor, and mortification, rose just under the 
nose of Teunis, and gave the war-whoop of his tribe, so lus- 
tily, and 80 long, with his face turaed toward the mountain, 
tliat the echoes of his voice retuniedas if a thousand demons 
had responded to him. Every man, white and black, stalled 
to his feet and fled as if the Mohawks had come into their 
midst with gleaming tomahawks. Nor was the conamotion 
abated by Teunis, who, eager to see the whole from his perch, 
had gone so far forward on the branch that it swung, so that 
he lost his balance and dropped right among them, fronting 
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the infuriated Indian, who became cool in a moment, when he 
saw the very man he cared less to see than any other, before 
him, as if demanding satisfaction for the injury with which 
he had just been charged. 

" Ugh," said the red man, as a grim smile crossed his face, 
** the young bear can climb trees for sweet apples." 

" And sometimes he gets sour apples for his pains," was 
the tart answer of the excited Teunis, The fact alluded to 
in the mock charge of this black court, was evidently under- 
stood by those eavesdroppers at hpme and abroad. He had 
suspected all. along that the intention of Easkataam was to 
remove the young English lady to the West, and the reward 
of Shandaagan was to be his own beloved. Putting all he 
knew in one, he was persuaded within himself, that the 
hiding-place of the young woman was known to these wily 
men. jBut there was no time to settle that question to-night, 
BO turning away from his enemy, he stepped up to the souse 
dish, and putting a fresh fork into the mess, he proceeded tp 
eat a hearty supper from the abundant fragments which 
remained. By the time he was through, the leading spirits of 
the late scene had disappeared, afraid of being informed upon. 
They knew the law well, and Tom in his mock fun had re- 
minded them that 

" It sail no' be lawful for more as tree niggers to meet 
together in von place, 'cept at kirke door on Sunday, upon 
de penalty of been whipt upon , de naked back, wid forta 
lashes by de pubhc whipper, Yankee Dorian, the horse- 
doctor." 

The fear of this was constantly before the eyes of the 
slaves, and even Cuffee did not care to be seen by a man of 
Teunis' character. Tom, however, came back, assuming to 
be loyal, and willing to excuse himself for being present with 
a crew of black rebels. 

" The Dominie would look wild to see you here, Tom," 
said Teunis. 

" And vilder to see us two," said Tom, as he winked a 
sly wink. " Vk vatched dem ;" putting weight on the plu- 
ral word WE. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



BBYKKOB 18 SWEET. 

** Oome, datn^ witch ; tee, there*! my palm ; 
Read if 70a eftn ; I dare to hear. 
WUeh.—Yti the hand tremUei, and feels 
Olammy, like the watt of a shat up tomh.** 

Allah Raxsat. 

Teunis and Tom made their way to the camp, where 
Orant kept guard. Among the first questions asked of the 
brawny Scotchman was, " where's the Dominie ?" 

" He's gane doun the glen to that warlock bodie. They 
are baith ow're wed acquaint with the diel. He is, nae 
doot, sitten atween them." 

" Has he been long away ?" was the next question put. 

" Oh, yes ; but when twa sic meet, nae sayin' when they 
will part : but for mysel% I would as sune hae a crack wiUi 
wdd Sawney as we' ane o' his baii-ns." 

" Oh !" said a new comer, whom Teunis had not seen in 
the party that day, " you are mistaken. Grant ; the hermil 
is not one of your Scotch witches, but a respectable spook as 
can be found m a Christian land, where it takes all kinds of 
people to make the right kind of a world." 

" May be, sir," said the Scotchman, who turned to Teunis 
and a»ed with evident feeling, " where did you leave that 
fine Englisher, Clarence ? has he heard ony thing o' his as- 
ter ? his heart was sae in his mouth when he spoke sJ>oat 
her that I began to suspect she might be a bit tenderer than 
a sister. There is nae accounting for such things. Bluid is 
aye thicker than water." 

" I am going down the hill, Mr. Grant," said Teunis ; " and 
I would hmt to you that there are Indians about, who have 
ears that hear a great way off; and thefr noses can smell 
tobacco smoke a mile away ; and you can see the fires of 
Brandt's party are not much beyond that distance." 

" You are quite richt, sir, and I maun awa roun' all the oat- 
posts and see after things. I have heard my father, honest 
man, say, that when he was out in the forty-five, that he smelt 
King George's pootherfrae Loch Awe to Fort Geor^re. Good 
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nicht with you ; I'll see you in the mornin% and we'll hae a 
crack aboot these things." 

" A beautiful night it is, Grant ; but it may be an awftil 
morning," said Teunis, his mind running in a mournful direc- 
ion. 

" Yes, man, that is a bonny sky. It is grand to stand up 
•ere and view that crown in the heavens. It sends me awa 
back again, where I herded sheep on the braes of Balquidder ; 
when I used to watch these very stars, as they gaed pound 
like clock-work, tellen me the lime o' night. Man, hoo hap- 
py I been sometimes rolled in my plaid ; and thinkin' whiles 
on the great Creator, and whiles on Susy McLaren. Poor 
thing, she was ta'en awa fra me,- far aboon those stars ; and 
I am here this veiy night, on ither kind o' hills, herd en 
Indians ; kittle kind of sheep, and no' a lamb among them, 
if we leave out that puir lad's sister." 

" Yes," said Teunis, touched with this fit of tenderness on 
the side of Grant ; " there is another besides her that I am 
interested in ; and she is not my sister." 

"Aye, man, I suspected as much as that; I'm an aulder 
man than you, but my heart is no altogether so cauld but I 
G^n feel for you, when I think on Susy McLaren. There's my 
ban', Teunie, and depend on't, if Hughie Grant can help you 
or yours out o' trouble, he'll do it wi' right gude pleasure. 
Noo, awa wi' you to the glen." 

Teunis left, nor was he long in reaching the foot of the hill, 
-which he had travelled frequently ; and he went now with 
more confidence because of his appointment with the mys- 
terious being: still, putting his hand into his bosom, he 
gulled out the black pebble stone ; touching the spring, so that . 
e might be ready should danger cofne in his way. In spite 
of his convictions, his feelings dwelt on the superstitious at 
the time ; and as he drew nearer to the door, the quicker his 
heart beat in his breast. 

** I would not consult this witch of a creature were the 
Dominie not near me," he said to himself. " I must, how- 
ever, wait till the two part from each other." 

He came up to the door of the shanty and saw the flicker- 
ing light between the crevices of the logs, that had been laid 
lip of old, by some trapper or trader, who had built them 
for shelter while he gathered his peltries from the Indians 
during a winter's hunting and trading campaign. It sened 
now another purpose, and long had had the reputation of 
being the Geest Housen. Tennis, knowing that a wind i w 
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vras open at the rear, stepped cautiously round, that he ihight 
iirst ascertain the state of things within. Putting his ear to 
the opening, whicli was covered by the skin of some animal, 
be heard voices in earnest conversation. There was a small 
slit which allowed liim to see or hear, but not at the same mo- 
ment of time. His hrst effort at seeing was to obtain a per- 
fect look of the cabin ; so, fixing his eye on the fire, which 
had been newly supplied with pine knots and cones, he 
watched till the blaze broke through, when he saw three sides 
of the den. Two of these were covered with skins of differ- 
ent kinds of animals, inhabitants of the region ; some of them 
undressed ; but the most of them tanned after the Indian man- 
ner of preparing furs. These served as clothing for the person 
of the inhabitant out of doors, and for the bed of the restless 
solitary at night. Guns and pistols of different patterns, with 
other hunting apparatus, were suspended on deer's antlers, 
which were the hooks for all things that were hung up. 
Above the place where the couch was made, a naked sword 
gleamed as if alive when new fuel sent forth flame. The 
scabbard depended on another hook hard by,, and was orna- 
mented with some precious metal. Besides those necessary 
articles of furniture, there were things of which the observer 
could not see the use so easily. A large paper globe was sus- 
pended from the roof, covered with figures of boasts and 
birds, serpents and men. On the wall on the lefl side, were 
pictures, which, so fiir as Tennis could distinguish, were more 
of demoniacal than of human shape. 

These observations were made at a glance, for .the mind 
of the slow Dutchman was now excited to the highest pitch, 
and comprehended in a minute what an hour could not have 
unfolded to him at another time. As we may suppose, it was 
the living human figures which chiefly arrested his attention. 
There were two men, one on each side of the fire. The Do- 
mini« he knew, and only observed that he was in his most 
dignified posture. If possible, more so than when he sat in 
the President's chair in the ' Consistory. He had never 
seen hini before with a face in which intelligence and good- 
ness struggled so much for tJie ascendency. His usual humor 
lay hidden away in the deep lines that surrounded his eyes, 
and his mouth ; and yet while he sat gravely, like a man who 
was conscious of his place and power, he yielded a deference 
to the man before him, which Teunis had never hitherto seen 
him do. But this was the first superior he had ever seen in 
the presence of the greatest man on the KaatskiUs. The other 
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man waS of tall and upright carnage, with a head like one 
that was accustomed to command, His face closely shaven, 
and neck bare, he seemed more like one sitting in a city- man- 
sion, than the rough unshaven creature that interrupted hiin . 
on his way two days ago. The obeisance given him by the 
Dominie — who called no man master — showed him to be of 
some distinction. Perhaps a messenger from the Provincial 
authorities, proffering help ; orj after all, he might indeed be a 
real wizard able to change his appearance like Satan himself. 

At that instant a change fi:om one position to another gave 
Tennis a chance of seeing him more closely, when he almost 
called out " that is none else than Captain Whittesley 
that caused so much commotion in Sopus, the other day." 
Tennis had read in the Arabian Nights' entertainment, of per- 
sons going through such transformations, but he had ever 
believed it to be but a fable ; and he almost trembled when 
be remembered how Granny Hoffman had said, with her 
• ong skinny finger lifted up, " Teunie, Teunie, never looken 
Oil ole duivel wid hisn young face." 

It was while Tennis was conning over this waniing, that 
the object of his scrutiny turned his eyes in the direction of 
the place where he was standing so intently, that the hidden 
spectator's blood ran chill. Rising from his seat by the fire, 
be. took down his pistols, and coming directly to the window 
•where Tennis stood, he thrust his hand so quickly that the 
looker in had just time to squat ori the ground, and let the 
inmate fire over his head, one pistol after another, followed 
"by a similar discharge of guns, that it seemed as if the cloves 
and the gulf were sending back their reverberations which 
increased in loudness as the several pieces were fired off. 
The state of Tennis's nervous system made him believe that 
the artillery he heard must be something more than earthly ; 
and had he been threatened with a muzzle at his ear, he 
would have sunk dead on the ground, so feeble were liis 
knees when he attempted to rise. Recovering from his fear, 
iiQ heard the voices again within, and ventured to look once 
more. This, time the skin was left a little aside, so that he* 
could hear and see at the same time. The stranger was. re- 
loading the pieces, bestowing great care upon the manner as 
well as upon the matter in hand. 

*' You are very precise and attentive to these Boanerges. 
Do you suppose that they will speak their thunder-any louder, 
or with more effect," said the Dominie, who was evidently 
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asking not for infonnation, for he knew as well as others, hot 
because be was leading a coaver^tion. 

^^ Reverendissimo Domino, know you not that a little more 
or a little less powder would either fail to carry, or scatter 
the shot without doing the execution; I am confident that 
Lcyden taught you that loud thunder is not lightning." 

" True sir, but I find that thunder frightens more people 
than the lightning ; and when you have more powder in the 
flask than shot in the pouch, what is to be done but let fly, 
and you may chance to hit." 

" ThroXirn away, Reverendissimo Domino, know this, that 
a little more or less would fail, as I said ; so look here, this 
thimbleM is worth more than a homftil. Your piece may 
chance to kick you over in the — I beg pardon — ^pulpit. I 
give you this illustration from Leyden." 

" You would say," said the reverend expounder, " that 

short sermons, short prayers, spoken cool and quiet, to saint 

, and sinner are best. But tell me if you ever in the heat of 

battle thought on the thimbleful. Nature is then above all 

rules." 

" Reverendissimo Domino, nature in war, work or wor- 
ship, is but wisdom, requiring the true expra^^sion, whether 
it is to be given by Captain or Doctor Theologi. Be in ear- 
nest. The heart, your reverence ; the heart in the right place, 
and then fire away wisely." 

" Old Cromwell's advice, * trust in Providence, and keep 
your powder dry.' Just as I said, honorable captain, 
nature is above all rules ; and a few grains of powder more 
or less is not thought of. Thimblefuls in tlie heat of battle, 
sounds like, folly." 

" Ah ! but Reverendissimo Domino, we measure the powder 
before the battle begins," was the deliberate words of the 
man loading the piece ; who as deliberately took out a few 
grains from the thimbleftil. f 

" As we soldiers of King Immanuel should do," was the 
quiet reply of the reverend man, " I accept the good advice. 
1 have seen many a good sermon lost, by scattering the 
points : just as I did myself in a flock of pigeons when my 
piece was overloaded. To drop figure, I see that you are in 
earnest there, preparing for battle. If so, please to inform 
me, captain." 

" Remember," was the quick reply of the other, " that jfcu 
we not at liberty to use tiat title here nor elsewhere dbiove 
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yotu* iH-eath. After to-morrow I hope to throw aside aO dis- 
goiise, bnt I must first hare revenge* The face of a dying 
mortal follows me everywhere, crying revenge I For that 
have I yielded up king, conntry and rank. Thanks to the 
Almighty, he has heard my prayer, and brought ray ^lemy 
close to me. Now bear me, O God, again, and let him not 
elude my hand — the hand of justice — ^a second time, as he did 
once betbre." 

These last words were uttered with exceeding bitterness 
and while the loading went on. There was a deep determi- 
ation expressed as the wadding was rammed in, that seemed 
to say : " now let it belch forth fire and blood.*' There was a 
pause in the conversation here as if the operator was afraid 
to trust his feelings in words, and the Dominie was too pru« 
dent to attempt making way for the torrent that he saw lay 
behind. When he spoke, it was cautiously ; but venturing, 
he said : 

" Revenge, my dear sir, is a fiery demon ; and I have mar- ^ 
veiled if that be not the reason ^hy he deals so much ia * 
powder and ball." 

" Rever^idissimo Domino, there you are wrong again. A 
pistol is a gentleman, and a musket is a hero. If they fall 
mto malicious hands the &ult is with the demon that uses 
them. It is the stiletto and the poison bowl that act the 
cowai'd. That pistol in my hands is the executioner of jus- 
tice ; and all I want is to have such a good judge as yourself 
to see that justice is done without m^ce. It shall be dealt 
out as the Almighty apportions it to the sinner, when he 
s^ids down his thunderbolts : God's firearms have no malice 
in their execution." 

"Noble sir, hear what that God says * vengeance is mine.' 
It is too sweet a morsel, the heathen said, for a mortal man. 
The sinner should be dealt with according to his sin ; but we 
must wait God's time." . 

" Reverendissimo ministro verbi Dei. ^He that sheddeth 
man's blood by man shaU his blood be shed.' Wait God's 
time t O Heaven ! have I not waited thy time, and^ thanks 
to thy great name, it has now come. Tou will say this your- 
self Keverendissimo Domino, when I have rehearsed my his- 
tory of wrongs in your ear, and my vows." 

" Most honorable sir, you have hinted these things to me 
before, and I am anxious to be able to vindicate your honor, 
whenyou are gone, for you say that you must go." 

** When my duty is performed, ana that will be when my 
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TOW is falfiUecL Bat mark, Reverendisimo Domino, ho w ti^ 
mroyidence, in which joa l^eve, and whidi I am now 
forced to belieye in, has brought the sinner to the place of 
Ins end.** 

^ But have I not heard something of a decoy being used 
to bring on here him that you call your enemy? If so, then 
more tnan Providence has had a hand in the matter." 

^^ Ha ! and that has been revealed too ; some minds, and 
those of the greatest number, are sieves, letting all through 
them. The red race have as open mouths as their neighbors. 
But tell me, reverend sir, if Providence does not u^ all sorts 
of instrumentaHties ?'* 

. ^^ Tes, and he also controls them, when he sees that they 
would go too far ; I have seen a fool set a mill going, and jie 
could not stop it ; and I once saw one open the sluice oat of 
sport, when the water broke through with a force that swept 
hun away. It is a dangerous thing, this helping Provi- 
dence." 

" It is having a good course vet ; to-morrow will decide the 
whole well, and you will say Amen." 

" God grant that it may ; but unless the man who holds 
the strings of the puppet-show, understand the machine well, 
he may bring up the wrong figure, at the wrong time, and 
spoil the whole game. A wiser one than he must direct.*' 

" Reverendissimo Domhio, be patient and you will see this 
special Providence here, as you would say, now : did you 
know all that your God has put into my hand, you would 
yourself urge me on to make my mark in the right time and 
place. I must execute justice I Woe be to me if I fulfill not 
this mission, f see the sword at this moment ; I have seen it 
every night for the last year, as I lay on that skin, suspended 
over his head : and hear me, by the God of justice, I will have 
revenge." 

" Perhaps you will succeed|" the Dominie here interposed 
" but does it accord with our notions of right, and propriety 
that the injured should become both judge and executioner." 

This argument, which went farther than the roused rea- 
soner wished, goaded him, so that he almost screamed out in 
madness : " No man may come between me and my victim. 
I am appointed of heaven. I have prayed, planned, dreamed 
of this hour, and tracked him like a sleuth hound ; how I 
have lain on that bed thinking of nothing else, till I fell 
asleep, and the morning found me dreaming that I had him 
by the throat. I have bought the service of menials and 



<• BEVBNOB IS SWEET. 877 

^jt flattered the vanity of fools ; made myself appear to the vul- 

j. gar a simpleton, a wizard, evei:ything, that I might see this 

day, and now to let him go into the hands of those who 

will deal daintily with him, calling it justice, lawful justice, 

.. Ha! ha! ha!" 

.; Here the speaker rose from his seat like a maniac, smiting 

|. his hands on his forehead, and laughing again, till the echoes 
,, out of doors mocked the hoarse sounds within. 
"!!! During a pause in this transport, the Dominie put in a few 

.^ words, saying : " Then you have not a high opinion of Sir 
Henry's sense of justice." 

" Why should I have a high notion of his honor? This 

man was my bosom friend ; I took him into the sanctuary of 

, my heart, aqd of my home. He betrayed me ; defiled her 

soul, which was as pure as the driven snow which I have 

seen coming into my hut here. Yet she died in my arms, 

J. praying to me for my forgiveness. Freely did I pardon her ; 

but I swore on my knees, with her still warm hand in mine, 

and her eyelids imclosed, that the villain who had caused 

this should have the full punishment. That oath is recorded 

in heaven, and was carried thither by her whom the villain 

J bad rained. But where is the law on man's statute book to 

' pimish the guilty seducer ? Can any tribunal restore to me 

my pure Augusta, or give me back my peace of mind ; my 

home ; my joyous heart ! Where is the equivalent on earth ! 

■ Men taunted me by pointing me to the code of honor. 

Honor with Satan 1 honor with the man who had already 

violated all honor ! But still I offered him the justice of a 

; soldier, and of a gentleman. He sneered at me. When I 

appealed to that same Sir Henry, he affected to feel for me, 

^ but he had his favorite removed, where I could not find him. 

He promoted him instead of disgracing him, and then I swore 

that they all should know and feel ray justice." 

" And yet you know that mercy is the darling attribute of 
God," was the quiet insinuation of the good man present, anx- 
ious to allay the passion of the agitated solitary, who was 
hiding his face a minute, till waking up he said : 

" I know all that, and it is well for the Almighty, who can 
allow himself to wait, since time is nothing with him ; he has 
eternity to operate in, but we mortals must be quick when 
the time comes. 

*' And yet," said the reverend visitor, " you have been very 
patient in your purpose, and have taken a long time." 
'* Yes," and this was said with a deep sigh, as if it involved 
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a confession of guilt. I left my own colors, buming with 
revenge, threw myself into the ranks of you rebels, whose 
cause was nothing to me^ as compared with my own ; the 
authority of Washington, which you saw to-day, I purchased 
by pertinacity of purpose. I left the world, came here, when 
I found that this hut lay near to the road which leads to the 
west. I bought the service of Easkataara, who has decoyed 
the villain hither. I bought the same Easkataam that he 
might carry off another, that shall be nameless. The black, 
the white, you are all now helping to develop my plot." 

" And is this the secret," said the astonished pastor, '* of 
\he Hermit's residence in this wild region ? his walks by 
ni^ht, and of his joumeyings and disguises by day ? For 
this he has made up with the Jew and Christian, the deist, 
and the pagan. His mixing with witches and saints ; his in* 
fluence over the old men, and the young maidens.; all, that 
he may be revenged on one that has injured him I Verily I 
shall be humbled after this, when I think of the zeal of re- 
venge — revenge on one man." 

** On two men, holy parson : the one that did the injury, 
and the one who sheltered the sinner. Both shall see what 
you Calvinists call a special Providence. God has aided me 
in my pursuit. What say you ?" 

" I could believe all you say," said the calm auditor, smil- 
ing, " were it an unbiased interpreter that preached it ; but 
our wishes make us partial commentators, and hence law has 
been established as the moderator between the offender and 
the offended." 

"As the colonies should wait for the king's law, and not 
have recourse to arms," was the quick retort of the recluse. 

" Most honorable captain, the people waited till the law 
was lost sight of in despotic tyranny ; and we fell back upon 
our natural rights." 

" You help me, reverend sir; I waited till I saw there was 
no law for me, and I have now fallen back on my rights as a 
man, and it is not possible for you to overlook the advantage 
that is thus thrown into my hand. 

" I own," said the Dominie, " you make out a good case 
for yourself, and on that very account, I am the more suspi- 
cious of the end in view. We are apt to be well pleased 
with our own creations, and call them the work of God when 
it suits us. 

" But Reverendissimo Domino, hear. There are on the fls^ 
rock above us a band of marauders, and they have in their 
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hands some of your own friends. They are waiting for 
others. That noble-hearted girl, Elsie, is one of them, and 
the daughter of Clinton is the other. You heard the story 
to-day ; now tell me did I bring that young lady here ? Have 
I detained Brandt so long that the brother has had time to 
come and help in the rescue? Kthis will teach Clinton that 
he ought to have done justice to me, that the hand of God 
has followed him, and found him in his own family, so that 
the very man who injured my honor, is the destroyer of his 
own peace, shall not the punishment of the double-dyed vil- 
lain lead to the deliverance of your friends, to the restoration 
of the innocent girls, and to the fulfillment of my vow, and 
be a warning to the guilty ever afterward ?" 

*'Amen," was the hearty response of the vanquished 
Doiminie, whose feelings were all the.time on the* side of the 
speaker. Pipes and tobacco were now produced, where 
amidst the thick fumes of smoke, the theolo^an was eager 
to resume the argument on special Providence m the abstract. 
His antagonist fought shy, not from any inability, as was 
evident, but he was now too much in earnest to attend to 
a mere display of intellectual gladiatorship. 

" I am pleased, sir, to see that our discussions held before, 
have had some effect upon your belief, and that those vile 
Arminian doctrines are abandoned.'* 

" Venerable sir," was the half jocular reply of the other, 
** I am too young a convert to be congratulated on my con- 
version. You have just now warned me against allowing, 
my wishes to control my faith." 

^' Yes, honorable captain, but you have too much philoso- 
phy, and logical acumen, not to perceive the force of that 
canon of the national Synod of the Reformed Church, held 
at Dordrecht, not " 

"Oh, yes, reverend sir, that was a gi^eat convention; I have 
it now before my mind. You lent me the book, and I have 
profited by it ; but you will not refuse a cup of this good 
liquor, for dry argument ought to hs^ve the throat well 
moistened, else we are apt to stick too long at the hard 
points," 

During these passes of intellectual debate, the stranger 
had put his hand into his capacious^ coat pocket, and pro- 
duced a square bottle, which he shook kindly, before he 
poured out part of its contents into a wooden cup ; holding 
It out to the Dominie, as he made those remarks, in a quiet, 
pleasant maimer. The mmisfer, without stepping his ells' 
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course, took the oflTered beverage, and with his pipe reeking 
in his left hand, he lifted the cup half way to his moutb, 
looking in the feoe of his entertainer, continuing to say : 

" That canon is as I have said to you before " 

. " Yes, sir, drink ;" interrupted the other. " I know it 
all by heart, I have been, as you shall hear, a most diligent 
catechumen. * As God himself is most wise, unchangeable, 
omniscient, and omnipotent, so tlie election made by him can 
neither be interrupted nor changed, recalled nor annulled ; 
neither can the elect be cast away, nor their number dimin- 
ished.' That is the article. What think you of the liquor ?" 

" Honorable sir, that came out of Elder Abiel's cellar. I 
was there on the night he returned from Jamaica. He 
took home a barrel of the same kind ; which, some- 
how, has run dry very quick. I have always blamed that 
scoundrel Tom. But, concerning that canon — correctly re- 
peated, verbatim ; and what is better, you have expressed 
your belief in it." 

^'Reverendissimo Domino, your good health, and success to 
our enterprise. Your amen lingers in my ear yet, like rich 
music. But do you not think that the authority of that 
Synod of Dort, was greatly impaired in its force by the strong 
minority in favor of Arminius?" 

"There was a majority on the right side," said the 
Dominie, warmly, as he emptied the second cup, " and 
there was Calvin, a host in himself." 

*' So, reverend sir, you test truth by numbers ; and the 
quality of the man that heads them. Where would it lie 
now with you on one side, and your humble servant on the 
other?" 

Solomon declares that in a multitude of counsellors, 
there is safety." 

"Then, Reverendissimo Domino, the heathen and the 
papists are safe." 

" Honorable sir, you know that the staff of an army is 
the smallest part, yet they fight the battle." 

*' Just as King George wanted to rule by his staff, and the 
many would not allow it." 

The Dominie was getting warm inside and out; when 
his teaser said to him, " here is a subject that concerns ui 
more just now than the Heidelburg catechism." 

A large skin was spread on the wall, the far inside. The 
unknown captain began to chalk out a plan upon the surface, 
explaining as he Avent along the combinations necessary for 
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future operations. These were too intricate for Teunis to 
comprehend. What he could gather was enough to con- 
vince him that the Dominie and the heimit did not agree. 

"Your plan, noble captain, is all made with one over- 
whelming thought in your mind — the punishment of your 
personal enemy ; we cannot sacrifice the good of the whole 
for that single point, however intensely you may feel con- 
cerning your end. Your scheme has too much of theatrical 
trick and plot about it to prove in dl points successful 
You are desirous that your enemy be made to bite the 
dust in the eyes of an audience, whose very presence shall 
humble him. We have public good in view, even though ' 
your intended victim should escape the fate he justly deseives 
at your hands." 

The Dominie's auditor was calmed by a thrust which had 
s# much reason in it, but persisted in saying that the arrange- 
ment of the several parties was complete, that it could not 
possibly fail of both humbling the guilty and effecting the 
public good. 

" You may be disappointed in what you expect. Let me 
say what I think. You have woven your net with such 
exceeding great skill that I am now afraid that the boldness 
of the Mohawk and the desperate villainy of the English 
colonel will break it; when you may find that the wise 
have been caught in their own craftiness. You have heard 
aur plan of attack, noble captain, and if you can take part in 
either division we can make room for you." 

At this point in the discussion, the captain, as he was 
called, stepped forward and wrote with his chalk some figures 
Teunis could not at his distance decipher, but which made 
the Domime start, and then give a glance round. This 
brought the conversation -gradually to a close, as if intended 
to deceive some one within earshot. 

" When do you expect the hermit home ?" was the casual 
question of the Dominie. " He keeps late hours in these 
regions." 

•' All hours, reverend sir, are alike to him ; and as he 
would not relish more company than suits him, we had better 
march up hill to the camp." 

This Teunis only regarded as a ruse, for he saw the glance 
and the look which was cast at the window, and that he 
might not be caught eavesdropping, he slipped back into the 
darkness for a few minutes, intending to call at the door as 
soon as prudence would permit. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE BBSTLESS SPIBTT. 

** If not this H in which my lord drinkeihr Whereiii indeed h« dlTinetli. Andtbeeuf 
wu found in BeAJamln'i sack.** 

GnrssiaL 

Teunis wandered down the hollow for at least forty rods. 
He sought to cool his brain, which was burning with what 
he had witnessed, and he wished to collect liis thoughts 
before he ventured into the presence of the man of whom 
the whole country were in wonder concerning. As he 
turned his face back toward the cabin door, he was suddenly 
.seized from behind by two men, who proved to be the 
Indians Kiskataam and his follower, who had been seeking 
for this chance since he was in his brother Anthony's tent. 
One of them closed upon his arms, while the other put a hopple 
round his ankle, thus preventing him fi'om resisting or run- 
ning. A cloth bound over his mouth prevented his call 
for help. By signs not to be mistaken he was directed, to 
pass the hermit's door ; when Teunis perceived that fear of 
the inmate held his captors in check. All at once the words 
of the recluse came into his mind, " In trouble sound this 
whistle." Suddenly drawing his hand out of the bandage, 
he seized the pebble, and gave a shrill call, that made the 
wilds resound. The Indians, surprised, found the terrible 
man before their face ere they were aware of it, with old 
Dora. and the dwarf in the rear. Torches of pitch pine 
showed the state of affairs to the relief of vthe c^iptive. The 
captors, finding themselves so unexpectedly caught, fled, 
leaving their prisoner in the hands of his deliverers. Great 
was the joy of old Dora over her favorite white boy, and the 
virtue of the black pebble, and as they entered i^dthin the 
abode of mystery, many a strange motion was made by the 
black enchantress before the wizard. 

Teunis, when he recovered himself, was in the presence of 
the man whom he had seen before. The man with the long 
beard, the high cap, the robe of figured blue, the bent body, 
with a staff in his hand of at least seven feet in length. The 
captain, with whom the Dominie had been debating, was not 
there, A superstitious feeling swelled through the young 
man's breast like the tide at full moon. His fii'St impulse 
was to run after the Dominie and the captain, but that was 
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impossible with Dora there at the door, and the dwarf at 
her side, while the hermit sat before the ruddy fire, stroking 
his beard and pointing Tennis to a seat. 

"Dora may go on her errand," said the grim man, "and 
let her be sm-e that she leaves one of these sets of garments 
at the bear's cave, and the other at the south side of the big 
falls." 

The old creature came forward at that, and laid down the 
crystal cup which Teunis had seen in her hand before, on 
the tripod in the centre of the room; she was careful to 
have it stand immediately beneath a lamp which hung from 
the roof, and Teunis just observed for the first time that the 
lamp was the same in size, in pattern, as well as material, 
with thq mysterious cup. 

" Teunis Roe," said the Solitary soon after the door was 
shut, " you are in trouble ; you are seeking those you cannot 
find. Your mind is divided, and how can any one obtain 
what his thoughts are not fixed upon I What seek you 
here ^t this hour of the night, when the very ravens, the 
wild-cats, and the panthers are all in beds, and no one prowl- 
ing round but the tigers of humanity ?" 

"If I may venture to speak," said the young man, 
trembling from head to foot at first, but gradually recover- 
ing liimself, " the man who asks of me what I am seeking, 
knows more of my affairs than I do myself ; and so I ask at 
once where is Elsie Schuyler ? Is she in bondage ?" 

*' These are questions which every one has not the right to 
put ; nor have all the right to intrude upon the privacy of 
that noble hearted damseL I may not answer in words. 
Look into that cup. Lifl it in your hand ; it is the cup of 
the famous Begu of Moorshedabad that he called Alina- 
gore, the gate of God ; and his spirit is ever present when 
the like minded gaze within its sacped walls." 

Teunis, sincerely afraid that he was dealing with the devil, 
imd yet anxious 'to have an answer to his question, felt a 
wavering in his mind at first, but his reverence for the necro- 
mancer had diminished somewhat since he saw that Dora 
and he had sOme participation in the same things. Had he 
known less of Dora, he ^vould have had more fear of the 
recluse, but having been behind the scenes with her in part, 
he had but a partial hold on his imagination. Still, to make 
himself safe against all the power of the evil one, he said the 
Creed secretly to himself, with the grace before meat in mis- 
take for another prayer he was inwardly gathering up. The 



384 THE DUTCH DOMINIE. 

sides and bottom of the cup were bnght and shining, and 
seemed, ot really did, send forth the pictures of living beings, 
who were seen moving around in the midst of scenes vnid 
and beautiful. The gazer looked till his head swam in con- 
fusion, eagerly looking, yet not distinctly comprehending the 
objects before hun. He was about to return the p^oblet 
when a side glance at one of the jfigures discovered to him 
the well-known outline of Elsie ; and then of Angelica's pro- 
file, and even Rover came before him at last ; with another 
form, he could not distinguish sufficiently plain. The natu- 
ral scene in which they were grouped was familiar to his eye; 
but the more doors unlocked in the halls of his memory, 
the more confused he became. This was all the more tor- 
menting, for it seemed that Elsie looked right into Jiis &ce, 
and wasi holding up her hand in an imploring attitude. 
' " For the love of God," said Tennis in a transport of 
passion, " tell me where that place is, that I may run and 
help her for whom I would give my life at any moment. I 
see that she is in danger, and every instant is worth a world 
to me." 

" Shake the gate of God, and it will open if your spirit 
be in harmony with truth and justice; we know already 
that love is in the ascendant ; but it is the symmetrical soul 
alone which angels admire, and for whom they will unfold the 
doors of paradise." 

During* this brief homily the cup-bearer had shaken it, and 
was gazing intently down into the bottom where he saw 
figures of men in crowds, as if fiercely contending. Figures 
which he could have taken to be those o^.^ersons whom he 
knew and feared ; but all was so dark and interesting to him 
that he durst not define too closely, though he could not help 
catching glimmering hints. He was satisfied that the myste- 
rious man before him knew more than he did himself; and that 
the shadows he was showing him were intended to excite in 
him feelings of curiosity, wliich maddened* him rather than 
gratified his desire. 

" You mock me, whatever you be, wizard, witch or spook," 
said Teunis, flinging down the goblet with a ring that 
startled himself more than it did the necromancer. ** Yon 
show me that Elsie Schuyler is in danger and leave me in 
the dark. No good man could be so cruel.'' 

" Shake the cup not in wrath, for anger never gained 
ieait, hand or heaven," said the gloomy recluse, half smiling 
at the violence of tlie y ouXXi. 
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Tennis looked again, and after patience he sav a gay 
group surrounding a pair equally gay. All was sunshme. 
In the distance was a church, where offerings of praise went 
up from the assembly, and to the right was a ship in full, sail 
with streamers flying in the wind ; the grandeur of nature, 
spread out before the eye seemed to be hallowed with the 
incense of heaven. The scene on the opposite side was one 
of death and of blood. But scarcely had the curious gazer 
looked understandingly on the pictures than the hunting 
watch of the henmit struck one, and then, as if by real magic, 
the divining cup was dark and meaningless. 

Tennis started at the sight of vacancy, and shook the gob- 
let fniiously in the hope of restoring the vision. 

" Only three times, young man, and never after the short 
hour. The spirit has returned to his place." 

" Good sir," said Tennis, now anxious to see more, " let 
me but finish the vision. I have come for counsel, and must 
know the place I am standing upon, before I can act." 

" You must act, young man, without knowing all things. 
We have but glimpses of realities in this world. Faith must 
guide us through darkness. You have seen enough to warn 
you of duty. Heaven leaves us no choice of duties. There 
IS danger near the one you love. Be on the alert, and the 
time to act is at hand. There ik blood on the road to life. 
To-morrow at noon, by the Dog Pool, and let your new 
fi-iends be with you, for we shall have a sacrifice there, send- 
ing up a fragrance and a smoke that shall be seen from the 
bay of Manhattan to the shores of Erie." 

With these words, the strange man held out a cup of the 
good Santa Cruz, which Tennis might have shrunk from re- 
ceiving from the hand of a wizard, had he not lately heard 
its praises given, and its pith proved by the man whose 
word he had never once questioned ; so without a scruple he 
drank the whole. He left the cabin in much the same kind 
of feeling which a somnambulist has when he rises out of bed 
into dense darkness, and yet knows the .way he means to 
take. He mounted up the hill, thinking of what he had seen 
and heard, and scarcely knew where he was till he stumbled 
upon the sentinel, who demanded fiercely, " Who goes there ?" 
He was too young a soldier not to be surprised ; so his tongue 
hung fire, for he had forgotten the countersign, when an- 
other voice roared out, " Fire, you careless idiot, at once." 
This roused the intruder's intellect, who stammered, more 
dead than alive, "The Sword of Gideon and of Schuneman.'* 

17 
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^Hal ho I that's enongh, my dainty caUant;^ for it was 
Grant the Scotchman that spoke. *^ Ton have na learned 
ycfnr carritch o'er weeL But we'll forgive yon th^ time. It 
wonld na been gnde for yon had a ball been put through 
your wame, this canld night, just because Schunaman*s name 
was na found in the Book o' Judges. But where the deil 
hae you been a* this time ? You've had a lang claver with 
that warlock in the house. It brings me in rain* of Saul con- 
sulting with the witch of Endor, before the battle on the 
mountains of Gilboa. I hope maer luck may come of it. It's 
no canny, laddie, and I'm sorry that the minister should 
show you sic an example. But gang awa, and lie down on 
your bed, you are quite dazed, I see. There is my plaid, take 
It and row it round you. It is a wee wet, you feel ; but that's 
the way we do in the Highlands — dip it in a spring, ^wring 
it out, and it will keep the cauld keen wind frae penetrating 
your banes. Mair especially as I fin' from your breath that 
you have got a gude dram. A kind witch or ghaist* he 
maun be ; I wish he would come up this way. Now there 
you may lie like King Charlie himself, when he was chased 
like a partrick on the mountains." 

Tennis was too tired to resist the attention of the kind 
Gael, and he slept almost before his head fell on his moss 
piUow, so that before his nurse left him he was heard snoring 
soundly. Turning away, Grant said to himself, " On aye 
puir chiel', his head doon, his house is theekit." 

Silence reigned over all the hills. Eveiy voice was stilled. 
Man and beast were alike gone to rest. Aheady, the early 
frosts had silenced the insect tri(?es, and the two carcases slain 
that morning, had attracted the prowling races to the south- 
ward of the two camps. A distant growl or yell might be 
heard as if quarrelling for a dainty bit, or a summons from a ' 
new arrival to prepare for a surrender. Man had lain down 
to recruit his weary body, and regain more energy of passion, 
now exhausted by the toil, the suspense, the anxiety, or the 
frolic of the previous day. 

One only acted the part of sentinel-general, and seemed to 
move like a ghost in unrest, as he went from cliff to cliff; 
through hollows and brakes, as if these were as familiar to - 
him as his native home. It was the strange and gloomy 
recluse who had in his time paced the* banks of the Thames, 
and the banks of the Seine. He had fought under Clive in 
Bengal, and had traversed the jungle where the Hoogley 
rolled on its yellow sands. And now he had become familiar 
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with scenes of a more rugged and impressive character, in 
harmony with his desperate nature, made more intense from 
the passion of revenge, which he had nursed in secret dis- 
cipHne, for two whole years. He found relief in these lonely 
wilds during the midnight hours, till every tree and spring 
had become an acquaintance, whose company he had courted 
with ardent affection. One great overwhelming passion 
glowed within his spirit ; and but for the prospect of gaining 
gratification, his brain must have burned out all his reason, 
and his heart become crisped like the foliage of the trees, when 
the heavens are brass, and the hills iron. 

On this night it was impossible for him to sleep, and could 
any eye but a spirit's have followed him, he might be seen 
walking in his close furhehnet, a leather doublet tight to his 
body, with breeches and boots of the same material, while hi 
a broad belt round his waist were hiding those weapons 
which he ever had with him, though the only visible arm of 
defence was the long hickory pole, shod with sharp steel at 
the point, but containing in the head a strong dagger, which 
started from its place by the touch of a spring at the middle, 
rendering what seemed but a peaceful hennit's staff, on a sud- 
den a lance, fit for the hand of a knight-errant. From his 
cell to the north of the Dominie's camp, he traversed slowly, 
till he came in the rear of Brandt's forces, taking a narrow and 
perfect view of the whole from the South Mountain. Passing 
down the streams and trails, where only the wild beast runs, 
lie came to the main fiUls, and gave a passing glance at the 
pool, where were hidden the objects of that search, on which 
were so many minds at that instant intent and dreaming. 
Before daylight he returned, saying in brief soliloquy, " how 
easy it would be for me to deliver those captives by the road 
I have taken myself, and the words of that honest man still 
ec^ho in my ear. ' It is dangerous to help Providence.' He 
would say nothing should take the place of positive duty. 
Reheve now, and "trust the rest. But the punishment must 
be measured out in the presence of all. The report must be 
carried back, where it will tell. Sir Henry Clinton must be 
made to see that he has but narrowly escaped the vengeance 
lie has proudly invoked. Yes, said the excited exile, striking 
his staff on the rock, it shall be heard of in the army, that the 
villain has been made to bite the dust. And in London too, 
shall it be said that the heir of Brantwood had power left to 
punish his enemies though they hide themselves in the lair of 
tlie panther." 
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Returning to his cabin, he threw himself on the skins which 
lay on the settle, that served for seat and for bed. His Toice 
died away in prayer that God might give his hand strength 
for justice, and bitterly weeping, he cried, " thou pure Spirit, 
whose bosom was soiled by the slimy serpent, thou who heard 
my vow of vengeance, come and behold justice meted out for 
thy dishonor." 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE LAST INDIAN BATTLE ON THE EIVEK HUDSON, 1760.* 
** And Cash begftt Nimrod : he WM & mighty hunter before the Lord." 

BiBLB. 

The fretfulness of Brandt with his braves was becoming 
every hour more apparent. The hope of succeeding in di- 
verting the colonists from watching the passage betiveen 
the north and south was almost fled. But the pride of the 
Mohawk was mortified when he thought of retreating back 
into the wilds, where he knew that he must be buried In ob- 
scurity. Could he only get a foothold on the Great Rver, 
making the mountain his base, he might be of some import- 
ance in the eye of the great king of England. 

Upon this weakness of the fiidian, Clifford was directing 
all his skill, holding out the hope before him of being able, 
after, a few days, to descend and make a lodgment on those 
very islands which they could distinguish from their camp at 
the mouth of the Kaatskill Creek. Not that he deemed such 
an attempt wise, or likely to be successful, but anything 
which might detain the Mohawk here for a few days longer 
was deemed by him to be lawful. 

The little army of red and painted men were preparing for 
the grand hunt that was to come off that day ; and while the 
braves were so engaged the leaders stood out upon the verge 
of the cliff, watching the mist as it rolled away at the sight 
of the sun. 

" I have heard,*' said Clifford, as if incidentally, " of a great 
battle being fought for the kingship of the Six Nations, on . 
those two islands below these, between your ancestor Hend- 

* Colonel 3tone refers to this battle, and quotes from a manuscript 
history by one Smith of Schoharie. 
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rick and Etau-o-qnara, the Mohican ; does the great Mohawk 
hear me ?" ^ 

" Thayendanegea was there," replied the chief proudly, 
"with King Ilendrick, when no bigger than nu eagle's 
height. There this wound was made: the 'first time blood 
came at the point of a spear." 

At this, the chief made his shoulder bare, that the wound 
might. appear. Clifford was gaining his end without an effort, 
and as it' casually, said. 

" Some of you old Dutchmen must remember that battle ; 
it is not over twenty years since." 

Several spoke here at once, saying that they were present 
as spectators; but all allowed the Elder Abiel had the most 
to do with it, being acquainted well with the Mohican chiefs. 

" Well," said Clifford, " we have an hour to spare, let us 
hear the account ; I am sure it must please the Mohawk 
chief— the present king of the Six Nations to listen to a white 
man telling of the bravery of Hendrick, who fought for the 
crown, which Brandt now wears so nobly. It would be a 
pity to leave those beautiful islands down there in the hands 
of the rebels, when another battle would secure jbhem to the 
rightful owner." 

The Elder* Abiel, thus pressed into the service, could not 
escape from the task of narrating what he had seen. The 
subject was familiar to him ; and as his audience were evi- 
dently all interested, he began as follows : 

THE ELDER ABIEL'S STORY. 

" The ground of that war between the Mohawks and the 
Mohicans, was the crown of the Six Nations. Hendrick had 
been in England and felt that the title went a great way 
there. So had Etau-o-quara, but he was of a moi'e exalted 
mind, in religion and was less ambitious of distinction. He 
was stirred up, however, by his son Newabina and by the 
people of New England, who wished to cripple the power of 
Sir WilHam Johnson in the West. Hindering Hendrick they 
hindered Johnson ; so they secretly set the one chief against 
the other. There had been much manceuvering all over, of 
which we heard a little. 

"The chief village of the Mohicans was down there. 
There are remains of it still to be seen, but it was once a 
thriving place, the centre of a large population. Etau-o-quam 
had bis wigwam on the Haup-pee-naus, a high bluff at the 
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angle of the creek. He was an old man, very lofty and 
proud of having seen Queen Anne, who gave him ana some 
other chiefs royal rohes. Dominie Schuneman says the 
whole account is in a book called the Spectator. Colonel 
Clifford no doubt has read it ?" 

"Yes," said the soldier, growing sincerely interested, I 
remember seeing the Indian Kings at Drury Lane Theatre, 
just as Addison describes them. Go on." 

" The first notice which we had of the coming war was 
through one Drake, who was on a trading excursion ; as he 
pretended, but who really came hither from Stockbridge 
with a message from these wise men of the east, to the great 
chief Etau-o-quam. 

"That chief had gone out leaning upon the arm of his son, 
Newabina; himself a noble specimen of the red man. 
Dressed in the regalia he had received in London : he felt » 
presentiment of his end being near and he longed to look 
once more upon the lofty mountains. Rising to his full 
height, he held out his hands, as if to embrace the towering 
height. Knowing every change which High Peak puts on, 
he perceived that a new aspect was assumed, indicative to 
him of a change for himself. 

" * The sun sets amidst the mist,' said he. ' There is blood 
mingling with the streams ; I hear the music of war, I must 
fall with my mantle around me. Let me be gathered into 
Asinath, the tomb of my fathers. But first must I drink of 
the spring that runs close by their graves. Thereof I drank 
in youth ; to that I ran first, on returning from the house of 
the great queen. I shall come from the hunting-grounds of 
the west to drink of that clear fountain.' 

*' It was on returning from this sacred pilgrimage, that the 
man Drake met him ; putting into his hand a small package, 
which was not opened then, and though the curious trader 
felt anxious to draw the chief into conversation,.he got no re- 
ply, which somewhat annoyed the inquisitor. Falling in, how- 
ever, with an old acquaintance, who had come hither from 
Ulster, the travelling merchant found good quarters with 
Johannes Du Bois,* where he was sitting quietly after supper, 
telling what he knew, that he might get knowledge back with 
interest ; or as ne said himself, he put a little water into the 
pump so that he might ptmip all he wanted out of the cistern. 

* John Du Bois, a son of the one mentioned, who died at the advanced 
age of 98, had a distinct recollection of this battle, and described it vividly. 
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" * I guess, Mr. Du Bois,' said the trader, * you can read 
Ingen ?* 

" The Dutchman, who was a man of silence and was at that 
time enjoying his pipe, merely nodded his head. 

"'Well,' continued Drake, 'tell me the meaning of a 
muskrat darting at an otter?' 

" Du. Bois here took his pipe from his jnouth and sprang 
to his feet with a leap that startled the peddler up to the same 
])osition, where they stood facing each other, before either 
found a tongue. Du Bois spoke first. 

" ' Where have you seen that sight ?' 

" ' I did not say I saw it, I only asked what it meant.' For 
his conscience told him he had been guilty of violating' the 
trust put in his honor. 

" ' You will know what that means before long, if I be a 
true prophet. The great Mohawk has sent his challenge, or 
else our chief here has got word of the coming he has been ex- 
pecting for a month past. The muskrat is the Mohawk's toteta, 
and the other is for the river chief. You can read the rest.' 

" ' Or, us a Philadelphia lawyer would say, their signmanual. 
But do you suppose that old chief will fight ?' 

" ' Do you think he will die,' said Du Bois, * He will fight 
as sure as death ; and there, I declare they are singing the 
war-song now. Nay, see how the fires are burning all over 
the country.' 

" ' Yaw I yaw !' said Gertrude, the wife of Du Bois, * there, 
the lights are blazing on the Hau-pee-naus.' She said this as she 
lifted her babe in her aims, runnmg in terror to the door, that 
she might hear as well as see : She called as she looked back : 

" 'Tiiey are singing psalms to their God. Their squaws are 
loudest." 

" ' Rather to the devil,' said Drake, whose puritanic blood 
rose at the thought of these red-skins and their cruelty. 

" The house of Du Bois was on the banks of the stream 
that comes down from these little lakes, and was situated about 
half a mile from its mouth. It was a strongly built^stone struc- 
ture, after the Huguenot fashion, one large room with cham- 
bers overhead. It could be turned into a fort in time of 
need ; but before Du Bois would determine on his course, he 
deemed it best to take a quiet survey of the camp. Ac- 
cordingly he walked out along with Drake, who was no 
coward, though a peddler. They climbed up a hill, that 
stood between the house and the Hau-pee-naus, where they 
saw the beacon burning all along the base of the mountaiT^ 
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Dn Bois understood the warning, and made up his mind it 
would be best to move his fiimily inland, and turned back 
with that intent. 

** ' Gitty,' said he, ' is a brave creature, but there is no say- 
ing what these bloody beings might do when their wrath is up.' 

" ' I guess,' said Drake, ' I now understand the meaning 
of those dark hints that Priest Wheelock threw out about 
wai-s and rumors of war, last Sunday.' 

" There was but little sleep for any of us," continued the 
Elder Abiel, " in that region all that night. Wf on the Ylatts 
soon heard the yells of the roused warriors, and though the 
Mohicans were our friends, an Indian in a rage is a very un- 
pleasant companion. I started in the middle of the night, and 
took my stand on that kekute from which you see the smoke 
rising now, where I met a number of my acquaintances, and 
* we looked down on the red circle, where the old chief stood in 
the midst, dressed as I have told you. He was dancing as a 
young chieftain mingles in the crowd. All night there was a 
ceaseless stream of their squaws and papooses passing on to 
Castilberg, where it was supposed the weaker portion of the 
population would be safe. Still these were not unarmed, nor 
unprepared, for Etau-o-quam himself was there in command. 
While on the outside of their village, to the south, a strong 
party were secreted under the command of the chief Newa- 
bina, and a third division was on the little island at the mouth 
of the creek. It was in a measure to be a pitched battle, and 
scouts were sent out by both armies as early as^the twilight, 
with orders to penetrate as far as possible, andj divine their 
modes of attack and of defence. Those of the Mohican did 
not require to go far till they met the Mohawk fleet, on its 
way down, making for the larger island out in the river, where 
they all disembarked. However, this was for the pui'pose of 
deceiving the enemy on the main land. Hendrick had re- 
ceived accounts from his spies, of how the foe was posted, 
and determined to surprise him in all his three points. In 
this he showed a lack of that wisdom he had learned when 
afterward a"t Saratoga. When Sir William Johnson was bent 
upon dividing his forces, Hendrick, his Indian ally, took three 
sticks, giving one after another to the Englishman, bidding 
him break them ; and taking three more, he handed them to 
him at once, and asked of him to do the same thing. The 
symbol was understood and the advice taken with success^. 
Hendrick had learned something of the art of war in thii 
little battle, where he nearly lost aU by dividing his forces. 
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" A heavy fog lay upon the river all night, which prevented 
the attack from taking place as early as was the Mohawk's 
intention ; still he sent out one party from the upper end of 
Ussaman Island,* who were to follow a small stream on the 
west side of the river that comes down through the rising 
ground which you see to the north of the Kaatskill Creek, 
about two miles distant up the river. Scouts had already, 
through the dark, crawled forward one before the other, at 
certain distances, so as to be heard by one another through 
signs preconcerted ; so that the whole devoted camp was en- 
encircled, and the ground fully understood before morning 
dawned. Every ear in the beleaguered fort was awake, and 
scarcely a whisper was heard, for all waited for the onset. It 
did come upon all three forts at once. Hendrick sailing down 
the east side of the river early in the fog, led his main body 
from a few miles below, up through the woods, where they 
lay coiled like so many serpents on the ground, till they heard 
the war-cry from Castilberg, when up the great chief Hend- 
rick started, giving the whoop to his braves, then rushed upon 
the camp of Newabina, which was there to meet the onset 
with a vigor and a spirit which inade the Mohawk faU back 
crest-fallen for a time. But for the renown and power of 
their leader, all would have been lost. As it was, they had 
to take to the trees and the gullies, where they crouched, and 
watched the movements of their enemy, whose spirit being 
flushed with the success of their defence, were more than 
ready to expose themselves to the eyes of the marksmen on 
the other sid^, and consequently lost several of their best 
warrioi*s through extra zeal and courage. 

" The attack on Castilberg was simultaneous with that on 
the Hau-pee-naus village by llendrick, whose intention was 
to suiTound the island, where he supposed the main body of 
the Mohicans were lodged, and thus cut off their retreat, so , 
that they would be entirely massacred ; for little Abraham, 
Hendrick's brother, was hovering around the island Wau- 
tona with a fleet of canoes, ready at a signal from the land, to 
enter upon his part of the battle. We have seen how the 
attack upon Newabina's force was repulsed, and that upon 
the castle did not come off any better. The old chief Etau- 
o-quam, took the command, and felt the blood of his youth rise 
to fliry. Like the old war-horse that the good book tells us 
about, his neck was clothed with thunder. He smelled the 

* Jfow Rodgers.— D. M. 
17" 
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battle afar off; and said Ha-ha. Rushing from the gateway 
of the fortress, he shouted his .war-cry, so clear and strong, 
that his people below who heard it regarded it as the sure 
omen of victory. His scarlet robe still on him, but bound 
round his loins with a bear-skin belt, and his crown tied 
under his chin, he swung his famous tomahawk, till he fixed 
his aim, then flunff it with a force and a skill into the skull 
of the leader of the assailants, which felled him at once to 
1 ho ground. Rushing forward on the prostrate foe, he had 
liis hair at once in his hand, and his scalping-knife at its 
dread work, so that he succeeded in tearing the trophy from 
the head of his enemy, but was struck down himself by a 
blow that laid him on the ground, from which he was borne 
off by his people, and placed within the fort, upon his bed of 
fckins. His example had its effect upon all, friend and foe. 
The Mohawks were beaten back as far as the mill which 
Htands there to the east of Castilberg, where they took re- 
fuge. The force in the castle was not strong enough to 
stonn them, nor was it intended that this party should act 
except on the defensive. They returned to wktch over the 
old king of the rivers, who had evidently struck his last 
l.low. Body and soul were alike yielding up, and preparing 
himself for his departure to the hunting-grounds of his 
lathers, he ^ent a message to Newabina, commanding his 
presence when Hen<lrick was repulsed. 

" That brave chief was restraining his own followers, and at 
the same time watching the movements of the Mohawk. He 
had most to fear from the pent-up ardor of his braves, who 
were eager to rush out and become the assailants ; but he 
satisfied them by encouraging individual prowess, while the 
main body were spectators of the fierce play. If a Mohawk 
was seen to skip from tree to tree, coming all the time 
► nearer, Newabina would encourage some volunteer to rush 
over the defence around his camp, and scalp the skulking 
enemy. An instance of this kind kept the two parties at 
bay for a time. One of Hendrick's braves was observed by 
the Mohican chief himself to hide behind a large oak; and 
from that to take aim, so truly, that his shots told upon seve- 
ral of the best men of the army. The patience of Newabina 
was exhausted, and without any previous sign he rushed 
Avith such unexpected fury upon the hiding Mohawk, that he 
nearly stumbled over the foe; when with one blow of his 
battle-axe he prostrated him to the ground. With his fin- 
gers twisted in the hair of his enemy, he was preparing to 
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finish his work, when the keen eye of Hendrick saw the 
advantage, who was soon on his way to take the combat 
on himself; but being heavy and stiffer than he had been, he 
measured his distance so that his tomahawk fell short of its 
mark, and quivered, in the oak behind where the Mohican 
stood with the dnpping scalp in his left hand, and his knife 
in the other, ready to plunge it into his great enemy, when 
he came up. Prudence restraiped both^of these wily chiefs 
from single combat. The crisis had not yet come. 

"Like all Indian battles where they were so evenly matched, 
this combat continued for several hours, and but few Hves 
were lost. Defeated in their cunning at surprisal, the Mo- 
hawks^ fell back. So far as the battle had gone, the Mohicans 
were the victors. Aware of the approach of the Mohawks, 
they had been ranged in fine order in the form of a half moon, 
behind an intricate brush fence, which had been in use before 
this in a former contest, and had then proved its worth. 
They had improved it, and'made it impenetrable to half naked 
men. Ev^ry attempt at breaking through only hurt the 
assailants, and just at the time when Hendrick's braves were 
becoming discouraged, he received word of the failure on 
Castilberg, which made him decide at once on a retreat ; as, 
in proportion to his loss, would be the gain of his enemy. 
Trembling every moment lest he should be attacked in his 
flank by the forces of the hill, he retired by degrees, fight- 
Jug all the way. His retreat was masterly of its kind, and 
new to his pursuers, so that they were puzzled; losing 
ground rather than gaining new laurels, Hendrick put his 
men that bore fire-arms into' three files, running parallel to 
each other, when they moved backward, but as the two out- 
side ranks discharged their pieces they ran, leaving the 
middle rank to defend, as long as possible, when they also 
fired, running immediately and passing their fellows, who by 
this time had loaded, and were ready for defending, firing and 
running, so that by the time they had reached the place 
where their canoes lay off in the river, the Mohicans had not 
come up, nor did they see what was going on of the em- 
barkation till the last file were leaping into the water, up to 
their middle, and swinaming out to their companions, leaving 
their pursuers shouting defiance, and yet feeling that it was 
but a partial victory. 
' " Little Abraham's attempt upon the island Wantona * was 

* The present Gatskill landing is a small island connected with the mainland 
by an artificial neck. The whole point was covered with sycamore trees. 
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not more successful than the other two attacks. Indeed, from 
the first it was more a feint than intended to be serious ; though 
from the natural fury of the Indian character, it became soon 
too bloody to stop at the command of a leader less than 
Hendrick himself. Having strict orders not to leave their 
canoes at the risk of losing them — since upon them lay the 
safety of the whole expedition, in case of a defeat on the 
^ main land — this third division did not venture far into the 
sycamore woods, which served so well as a means of de- 
fence to the party lodged within ; still, some of the more 
venturous rushed over that boundary, and were cut off 
from the main body, falling into the hands of the Mohicans, 
who were hidden ampng the bushes, lying flat upon their 
faces till they saw their chance. Abraham drew his braves 
off without attempting a rescue, which he saw was vain, 
and had the mortification of seeing a few of his best men 
killed before his eyes with horrible cruelty. Retiring im- 
mediately to the Ussaman island, he sent down the canoes to 
aid his brother in his retreat. 

*' Newabina, considering the battle over, ran immediately to 
Castilberg, where the old King, Etau-o-quam, was lying ready 
for his son, and looking forward to the hunting-grounds of his 
fathers. He found him content. The fierce Mohawk, his only 
rival, had been beaten back; and now, contrary to his ex- 
pressed wish of the previous day, he commanded that his rega- 
lia, regarded by him with so much pride, should be taken off 
from him, and his son put into the kingship, while his eyes 
were yet clear to behold him. Over forty years had he worn it. 
From the time he had received* it in London from the Great. 
Queen over the big waters, he had worn it on all festive occa- 
s^pns, whether in war or in peace. He made Newabiha kneel 
at his. couch; putting his withered hand* across his brow 
thrice, he took the feathery crown and put it on the head of 
the elected king, giving him at the same time the silver- 
mounted tomahawk : the symbols of power to rule, and of 
power to execute. Bidding him walk three times before 
him through the t^ht, he called him once more near, when 
he mattered something like an invocation; then, laying 
himself back, \ie never spoke more. On the same even- 
ing, just as the sun was bidding the world adieu, the moun- 
tains and the sky, resplendent with the radiance of his beams, 
they laid the old chief in his last bed at the foot of that hill. 
Any one will tell you, should you venture there, where the 
Indians' graves are made. From that Castilberg his grave is 
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seen with this mountain stream placidly winding round it : the 
Hau-pee-naus lies to the south a little way ; while the great 
river over which he reigned so long, still winds on with ma* 
jestic flow. I have stood on that rising ground at sunset, 
looking to the mountains above, on which there lay palaces, 
castles, islands, and smooth blue lakes, of spiritual beauty ; 
and have at times envied the men who imagined those near 
glories to be the grounds and the streams to which Etau-o- 
Guam had gone, the last king of the rivers. 

" Newabina, dressed in the royal attire of his sire, came 
down among his people, who received him with shouts, for 
they deemed that his crown was fairly won ; but the chief, 
the moment he stood on the Hau-pee-naus, and looked out 
upon the water, perceived that his new honor was not to be 
retained without a struggle. The crafty Mohawk had a plan 
from the first, which he intended to put in force, but which 
he kept to himself. In the meantime he was seen strength- 
ening his camp on one of those small fields where the Mohi- 
cans had from time immemorial raised the fragrant weed.* 
He affected no secrecy of his. intention to remain and watch 
his chance for another onslaught; and though he saw his 
enemy on the east shore and on the west side reconnoitering 
his camp, he made no attempt at driving them away. As 
night came on, the death song for the fallen braves rang out 
over the waters, and wa;s echoed from the shores, sometiiftfes 
in low, plaintive tones, and at intervals with wild shrieks, which 
made the blood curdle in the veins of those of us who were 
listening upon Overpaugh's kekute; that, you see, as I said 
already, smoking there at this moment. 

" But from that we went down to the high land that over- 
looks the river, where a band of us stood at nigcrfc. The two 
islands seemed in\ho dark like two terrible creatures glaring 
upon each other with their thousand eyes ; as if looking into 
the hearts they wished to penetrate. Yells of defiance went 
forth amidst the songs of lamentation, while from Castilberg 
was heard a more mournful sound, as the women shrieked 
over the grave of the departed sachem." We were becom- 
ing every hour more numerous, and had formed ourselves into 
a band of defence in case of any murderous attack from the 
Mohawks, should they prove victorious. Their blood up, any 
scalp would become valuable. We chose Du Bois as our cap- 
tain, and were drilling under his command, while we were 

. ♦ Ussaman — tobacco. 
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marking the moTements of both parties ,below on the two 
islands. 

" All night the spies of both sides were busy around. Fear- 
lessly did they venture within the rival canips ; crawling like 
snakes along the ffround, after rising on the banks as otters 
lift their backs, letting the water drip from tlieir j-ides ; 
when, after having obtained all they wanted, crotpini;- 
back, they would dash into the stream with as loud a 
plunge as they could make, giving a laugh of trinmuh ns 
they swam into the current ; or of contempt, at the uedi- 
gence of their foes. One of these daring devils was cauglit 
on the shallows, and though he fought like a panther, now 
Jiolding on as with a grip of steel, and then slip])ing out of 
their hands as an eel escapes, he was finally conquered, and 
condemned upon the spot to a cruel death. By some mutual 
sign of their own, the Mohawks were made aware of the fate 
of their brave spy ; for, standing abreast on the banks of 
their own island, they saw the fire kindling that was intended 
for his torture. It was on a little knoll upon the verge of the 
creek, which could be seen from all the camps: from Castil- 
berg, Hau-pee-naus, Wantona, Ussaman, and our hill we saw 
the tragedy, and heard the shouts of cruel victory that rang 
around us from the Mohicans ; while the companions of the 
wretched victim sang his deat^h song aloud and clear, so that 
his spirit entered the halls of his fathers by the njusic that he 
had loved best all his life. 

" This last occurrence inspirited the followers of Newabina 
so highly, that he resolved to attack the Mohawks instead of 
waiting fpr Hendrick on the next diiy. He kept his counsel 
to himself till the last moment, confiding only in his pale- 
faced friend Du- Bois, who endeavored to dissuade him from 
it by every argument he could bring. ^ 

" The attack was w^hat Hendrick anticipated. He kept his 
fires burning, tied his blankets to the trees, spreading them 
so 35 to surround bis camp, making the whole outside to 
have the appearance of a secure and comfortable sleeping 
ground. He seemed careless ; letting the spies of his enemy 
come as near as they pleased, so that they might bear away 
reports of the state of things as they appeared from the out- 
side. Newabina made a voyage himsefi* to the islal^nds, so as 
to make all sure, and came back satisfied that the Mohawks 
had gone to sleep. 

" We all stood upon the hill, ignorant of what was to hap- 
T>en next ; only that we were warned by Du Bois against dis- 
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banding for the night. We were all hunters, and ready to 
fight for our hearthstones, with as good heart as we ever 
hunted a hungry wolf. Quietly we sat on the hill, saying 
little. The peddler in our midst talking as if he did all the 
work. He dilated on the causes and the consequence of this 
battle, with the same assurance as he would have discussed a 
yard of serge. 

" VThese Mohawks are a wicked set, and will just do what- 
ever Colonel Johnson tells them to. If he has bid them kill 
off the white folks here, be sure of their doing it.' 

' Why should Colonel Jansen do dat ting ?' said one old far- 
mer of more benevolence than knowledge of the world. 

*' * Just that he may rule the colonies,' was the peddler's 
answer, ' and Parson Wheelock says that all men should make 
laws for themselves. That kings were rhade for the people, and 
not the people for the kings. That's no treason. Johnson 
is the critter of King George, and Hendrick is the critter of 
Johnson.' 

"'Ende vay is de Mohican de creature of?' said the old 
Boerman. 

" ' Why,' said the peddler, ' everybody in Connecticut 
knows that the old Sachem was on the side of the people, 
and "w^e expect that the young capt'n will cast his braves into 
the scales agaihst the crew that want to rule the colonies. 
What do you say to that. Mister Du Bois ?' 

*' The person addressed had disappeared from our com- 
pany, and was in close counsel with Newabina. * Hendrick 
has one eye open. He sees the otter in the rivers. The 
muskrat will dait. upon him in the dark,' was the warning ot* 
the Dutchman. 

" ' The Elk is afraid of the water after the sun is down,' 
said the Indian to Jiis careful counseller, with some bitterness 
in his speech, and as if reproachfully. 

" Du Bois felt hurt, and replied, ' I have no fear of domg 
what I promised ; but the pale-face has his eyes- without 
blood, and can see clear. Caii the brave chief see now ?» and 
with that he throw a bandana silk handkerchief over the red 
man's face. Taking it ofl^ he said, ' we vnll meet on tlwi 
island as I said.' 

" This referred to a diversion which some of the boldest 
of us intended to make in behalf of their neighbors, the Mo- 
hicansj at the upper end of the island, when the fight would 
be at the hottest, just sufficient to alarm the Mohawks, antJ 
give their enemies a better chance. ' I have seen," said our 

I 
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captain to us, * that a sudden start was better than a delib- 
erate voUev.' 

" Hendnck did sleep with one eye open, for he knew all that 
was going on. His spies were intelligent and penetrated the 
design of their enemy in time to warn him of their approach. 
Crawling out of his camp, he and his braves* lay among 
the bushes outside, scarcely breathing, with their weapons 
ready. Newabina came on, quietly at every step, till within 
a few yards of the place, when they rushed, yelling their 
war whoop, striking through the screen upon the ground 
where they supposed the Mohawks lay. Not a sound met 
their ear, but a Silence which stunned them more than if a 
thousand voices had responded, since they expected such 
a meeting. As with one consent they ceased themselves, 
looking round for an enemy, when all at once the hidden 
foes started up, firing and hurling their weapons so truly 
from the dark where they stood, upon those within the fence, 
whose faces were plainly seen ih the light that blazed ; so 
that every shot and stroke told fearfully, bringing down a 
Mohican. 

" Hendrick saw that now was his time, and springing from 
his hiding-place, he hurled his heavy weapon of war in the direc- 
tion of his foe, so that it sank into his left shoulder. A mo- 
ment more and the Mohican confronted him. The tomahawk 
of Newabina whizzed through the air, but it was a random, 
blow, and missed its aim. His eyes were filled with the 
light of the fire, and could not discern objects in the dark 
around them. It was the same with the whole of that devoted 
band. They were shot down like deer, that come to the 
waters in the night. When they came out they could not see 
where to run. 

" The two chiefs stood fading each other. The Mohawk had 
a sound body but it was old and stiff. The Mohican had the 
advantage in years, but now he was disabled, so that they 
might be called equal. They measured each other with the 
look of fierce revenge. Knife in hand, they were about rush- 
ing at one another, when the party under Du Bois landed, 
cdusing great alarm to the Mohawks, who were wholly in the 
dark concerning the new enemies, their numbers, or their 
plans ; only they felt certain it could be no friends of theirs. 
We had no other wish but to prevent further effusion of 
blood, and had loaded with blank cartridge ; but our volley 
told sufficiently to produce the greatest confusion. The pre- 
serving of their boats was their first care ; and these little 
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Abraham immediately put out into the river, where he waited 
for the fugitives, who, leaping in theii* terror into the water, 
swam toward the fleet, upsetting some of the canoes in their 
haste. By this time the Mohicans were recovering from their 
fright, having discovered their new strength, and were return- 
ing in great force and spirit, when there was no foe to en- 
counter. One after another of the Mohawks had retreated 
through the bushes, and all being aware of the place where 
their fleet was moored, had run in that dh'ection. Some of 
them, however, missed their way, swimming to the different 
shores, and either made theiy escape by running homeward 
or hid in the brakes, tiU they found a chance. One poor 
wretch was taken a few miles on his way, and brought back 
to suffer all the cruelty which a red man can inflict so skill- 
fully. Though I saw it, I have no wish to describe it. An 
Indian is a fiend when he becomes an enemy. 

" Hendiick, taken equally with surprise, hesitated to venture 
upon Newabina sufficiently long to allow his foe to spring 
forward on him, but he met his match in that large and 
strong warrior. They clasped one another so finnly that 
their weapons were harmless. Rolling over one another it 
was difficult to guess which would have proved victorious. 
One that knew them both, would have decided for the Mo- 
hican, but since his wound he had lost blood, and was 
becoming all the time weaker. One turn more in this state 
and his right arm fell helpless by his side. His time had 
seemingly come, for his enemy was above him. The knife 
was at his neck, when Du Bois sprang forward and arrested 
the hand. Heridrick rose to his feet as if to meet a new foe, 
when Drake, wdth a comical air, called out, " I arrest you in 
the name of King George for disturbing the peace of this 
Province." The Mohawk scowled one of his black frowns ; 
and seeing Newabina helpless, he ^turned and took to the 
canoe that waited for him, and left the field, in w^hich he 
had gained few laurels, though he had succeeded in render- 
ing his way to the kingship certain to himself and to his" 
successors. 

" The young king of the rivers was buried in the same robe 
in which his father had arrayed him. They took nothing 
off from him. He reigned but a single day ; and that was 
the last of that noble race who wore a crown." 

The Elder Abiel having finished his narrative, turned to 
see the preparations for the hunting of the ftigitives, and 
perceive(l that all was ready. A small party were to remain 
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keying sentry over the nrisoners already coOected, himself 
witQ the rest. He sighea as he gased back upon the plain 
below. 

Brandt, well pleased with the history given of his ancestor, 
smiled as he said : • 

" Big Boennan's tonffue straight as a hawk's bill : goes to 
many sides, bat picks the real bird from the branch it was 
pointed to at the first." 

Clifford saw that the Mohawk sdmed at the islands and 
would continae in sight of them while he had hope of gain- 
ing a footing tl\jere. He felt satisfied with his little plot of 
having the history of Hendrick told over by a white man. 
The pride of Brandt was excited, and so was that of all the 
Mohawks present. At any moment they would have 
descended at once, sparing none in their effort at maintain- 
ing the name and the fome of their, nation. Their chief 
broaght the whole band around him, making one of those 
nervous speeches to them, pointing down to the river, which 
at the close was followed by a war song and a dance that 
nfade the blood of even the tamest white man there tingle 
with emotion. A word of Brandt's, and death to all. 

The band of men formed round into a solid circle, hav- 
ing the chief in the centre, then untwined itself by two 
threads that went off at almost opposite points, turning 
gradually westward. 



CHAPTER Vn. 



A HUMJLN WHIBLPOOL. 



**Het beest, dat gU gezlen hebt, was en Is nelt ; en het zal opkomen nit den mfgroand 
Alien Terderve gaan." — Openbajumo. 

Translated thus from the Dutch : 
'* The beast that thou sawest was, and is not ; and shall ascend out of the bottomlcsa pb 
and go Into perdition."— Rkybl^ion. 

Teunis rose that morning, and without bidding any one 

food bye went directly in search of Clarence Clinton, whom 
e left to sleep in the bear's den. Surprised and alarmed at 
finding the cave cm^ty, he made the best of his way to the 
point of meeting with the other two young men at the 
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Eaaterskill Falls. His knowledge of the route soon brought 
him to the place of rendezvous, but he saw nothing of them. 
When he arrived at the falls where he had left Bertram and 
Gabriel, he had lost all hope of finding Clarence. Bertram 
was clear *for ^'oing at once and claiming the protection . 
of Brandt, and to this Teimis was acceding, when Gabriel, * 
more cool by natnre, and less interested in feeling, threw in 
objections which caused the other two to hesitate. As cap- 
tain, elected by themselves, he had the right to command, and 
^he was worthy of the place. 

"You cannot," he said, "think calmly on this subject. 
Were Peggy Troumpier where any of your joes is, my mind 
M'ould not be in a fit state for planning, whatever it might 
be for fighting in the right time." 

Bertram as well as Gabriel, had been putting on their 
Indian garments, found by them when they wakened that 
morning. Some friend was watching over them in the dai'k, 
and this gave them all three new courage. Beside the tree * 
where these were laid, lay a paper containing something 
which Bertram soon discovered to be in Latin, but which he 
would have preferred much more if it had been in common 
English. 

"This fairy, or brownie„as the Scotch would call their good 
friends, surely thought we must have dictionaries on trees 
when he left this for us. Here it is : ' Media autem die 
clamor factus est : Ecce sponsus venit : exite in occursem 
ejus.' 'And at midJay there was a cry made, behold the 
bridegroom cometh : go ye forth to meet him.' " 

"Is that a correct translation, you Bible-reading men?" 
said Gabriel. 

" All but one word, I should think," said Teunis, who per- 
ceived the meaning of all this ; guessing from what he saw 
through the night where these tMngs came from. "You 
have put the word midday in for midnight,''^ 

"Let me see," said the lieutenant: "it is midday here 
underlined, and is intended to be so. Let us note this. Let 
noon be our countersign and look out for the midday. 

After hearing a full report from Teunis, they made up 
their minds to remain at the place where they were, as the most 
likely to serve their purpose. If the marauders succeeded in 
recapturing Margaret, they would bring their victim here, as 
the first place of gathering ; so the three took positions where 
they would see, and be themselves hidden. The solitude, to 
minds like theirs under the most painful suspense, was as 



404 THK DUTCH DOMINIE. 

much as they could bear. The ever running water below^ 
and the constant fall from above, affecting the two senses, 
hearing and sight, with the same monotonous din ; and the 
same succession of airy spirits coming constantly through the 
narrow passage, and then leaping over into the cloud formed 
by their predecessors, produced a strange loneliness in their 
watching. And yet as no man feels himself alone if a child 
be playing around liini, so these men when they saw that 
]jlayful stream tripping down to the brink and then step- 
ping off with ease, felt that they had communion with the spirit 
of the region. Thrown back into the recesses of theu* own 
nature, they fell into that dreamy reverie which the soul of 
the thoughtful loves to cherish at times, and with profit. 

•' This is more than I bargained for," was the expression 
of Bertram, " when I left in the good ship Vulture. I ex- 
pected to see a wild country along the shores of the river, 
but not to see nature in her wildest dress. I wonder if that 
Elsie, whom you desciibe as possessed of such good sense, 
Mr. Tennis, would have romance enough in her soul to take 
Miss Clint6n to see this precious gem of these mountains." 

" Miss Clinton," said Gabriel, " by the time she got tliis 
length, would have something else to think ofl If she be a 
woman like the rest of them, streams of water fell over her 
cheeks." 

"You are likely speaking the truth, so far my captaui, but 
there are some souls which never lose their sense of the 
beautiful and the grand, and Margaret Clinton is one of that 
kind : were she on the way to eternal exile, that silvery gos- 
samer would, at least for a moment, relieve her painful feel- 
ings." 

" Maybe," said the plain matter of fact Gabriel. " First 
impressions are always the most effective, and I own that 
my lady Margaret is the very one to see wonders, wher^ I 
would not see aught but common things. I have been here 
when I felt the influence of the scene more than at present." 
" Still, captain, you cannot help admiring the grandeur of 
the whole amphitheatre, as your eye ranges round in search of 
some single object on which to rest tilTyou fix it on that watery 
spirit which springs from the shelving platform into the capa- 
cious hall beneath. Indeed, when*I look again, I can imagine 
so many winged spirits sent forth from the Father of Spirits, 
meeting again below, as in airy sport ; first in that dark mys- 
terious gulf, from which they recoil as from a place of pun- 
ishment, to rise where the sunbeams light upon theui, 
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forming the whole into a glorious crown fit for the heads of 
seraphim.'^ ' 

" You forget the possibility of Miss Clinton being hidden 
in that place down there, which you would compare to the 
mouth of the pit." 

"I have imagined that to be possible," said Bertram, 
"and I am sailor enough to descend into the hold, or into 
the sea itself, for pearls such as she." 

" That language is too deep, and too high for a common 
Dutchman like your captain. Perhaps Tenuis, who I see is 
ill a brown study, may answer you according to that kind of 
folly ; but I will tell you what I once saw here. It was in 
the winter. A fine hunting morning, the snow all crusted 
over, so that it could bear man or beast. A little flurry had 
fallen during the night ; just enough for the fox to leave his 
mark behind him. We had a hard run, but we earthed him, 
near the foot of the hill over there. As the work for that 
day was over, an.d we were on the lookout for anything in 
which ^we might pass the time, we followed the advice of old 
♦'rederick Saxe, the bear-hunter, and went down to see the 
falls frozen. This produced much sport with the young 
folks, who were inclined to poke fun at the old hunter. But 
knowing him to be a man of original expressions, I led the 
way that we might see a wonder. We came up from that 
deep gullv below there, and arrived suddenly upon the sight 
of an object before which we all stood for a feW minutes 
speechless, quite at a loss to understand its nature. They had 
all but myself been here before, and exclaimed, ' what is that ? 
It has grown since I was here in the summer.' It was a high 
tower reaching from the bottom, up to the tip of that rock 
you see jutting out there, pure white, intermingled with glit- 
teiing crystals. The stillness of the grave was around us. 
Some one whispered in my ear, ' the year is dead and that is 
it3 monument, raised by the frost king.' Imagine just now 
that not a sound is reaching your ear — all that din stopped, 
And the murmuring altogether lulled, so that you could hear 
thc-^beating of your own heart against your ribs." 
■ " You don't mean to say," was Bertram's interested inter- 
ruption, " that the stream was all gone ? That might be in the 
summer, but the winter's freezing does not dry up the whole." 

" No," continued the other, " the water ran as before, 
. up there ; but was neither seen, nor heard after it left the 
ledge." 

" That's a very droll story you tell, Mr. Captain, and tna y Ih) 
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good enough for the marines ; but an old salt as I am, has 
spun too many yarns to believe that the water would not 
fall in the winter as it this moment, making din enough to 
deafen the old, or young bear-hunter." 

" Wait till you hear the whole. Suppose that from the 
place we are now sitting, over to the other side of that 
amphitheatre, as you call it, around thick tower were built of 
glass, hollow in the centre, rising up and up, till it came to 
that shelf from which the water now runs ; where would 
the drops go?" 

" Why through the glass tower of course," was Bertram's 
quick expression ; " but what has your comparison to do with 
your description ?" 

" Everything, Mr. Lieutenant, for there would be no mur- 
muring sound of water as there is now ; nor thundering roar 
as I hava heard after a heavy storm, when that stream so 
small, and so tame, sprung like an angry beast till it cleared 
the whole platform, and fell into the outer basin yonder, two 
liundred and twenty feet." 

" Yes, captain, but your enthusiasm has mada you forget 
your glass tower, which, as you de^ribe, must have been a 
large bottle, bottomless ; taking in the whole stream at the 
neck, and letting it run down its sides, so that it passed 
through below." 

'* Just so, and better t6ld than I could tell it. It was ftiU 
eighty feet in diameter at the base, and one hundred and 
eighty feet high, pure as snow, till it rose to the neck, when 
it became clear as rock crystal with the whole stream 
entering, and passing through it, plainly to the observer." 

" Certainly, that was a wonderful object, and equal to any 
of the peaks of frost that J have ever seen or heard of. Do^ 
it rise so every winter ?" 

" No, sir ; old Fred said that he had hunted among the 
hills forty years, and had seen it only complete once before. 
A half bottle may be frequently seen, like what comes after 
a drunken frolic, but the perfect full-blown vessel, out of 
nature's glass-house, comes but once in a lifetime." 

" I hope you had something warm to drink, captain, for 
cold water coming through a bottle of frost, may be good in 
a hot summer day, but in the months of February and 
March, it is another thing." 

" We had plenty of the hot stuff, sir ; and it was deai-ly 
paid for too, with broken heads and bones nearly crackei 
A little more and I would not be here to tell the tale." 
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* Let us hear that yarn with the rest, for after what you 
have told, I am ready to believe anything." 

" As you please," said Gabriel, with perfect nonchalance. 
** After we had freely drank of Santa Cniz rum, our brains 
began to swim, and some of us did not know whether we 
stood upon our heads or our heels. I was ready for anything, 
either to scale the tower from below, or slide down from 
above. They laughed at me till my pride was touched, and 
through recldessness I began to climb. The rough sides of 
the gigantic thing allowed me a footing, so that I did get 
upon one of the turrets, twenty feet from the ground, where 
I stood looking round me. The sight had not lost anything 
from my strange position. All round under these rocks 
were huge pillars of ice, formed by the water which had 
searched through between the seams." 

" I have seen the like," interrupted Bertram, " in saltmines, 
and in deep caverns, where statlagmites, built in the course 
of ages, rise to the high roofs, as u chiselled by the hand ^f 
art. Go on, captain, I beg pardon." 

"No, sir, thank you, I wanted just such a description to 
help me through. At the time I stood there, it appeared 
more like a crystal theatre of display, and I have since fre- 
quently wished that lights of a sufficient size and number, 
could have been introduced for the sake of showing the effect 
of illumination in such a place." * 

" Oh, you must read when you can," said Bertram, who 
could not restrain his speech to the end of the description, 
*' the account of the Empress of Russia's ice palace. You 
will see that the thing you wish has been tried with full suc- 
cess, lately, and after you have got through with that, turn 
to the * Fabian Nights,' and you will see the power of Alad- 
din's lamp." 

" Well, sir, there I stood on the turret, admiring my own 
daring as much as the wonders around me, when Jim Crap- 
sar, that imp of Satan^ thoughtlessly cried out, * Three 
cheers for Gabe.' The three cheers were never given; one 
was enough. Such a commotion has never been listened to 
by me, though I have been where a few cannons were let off 
at my ear, as you know. It seemed as if that single cheer 
would never stop. Crfick, crack, crack, went off the pil- 
lars, all round falling in pieces as big as a cannon, and others 
like the trunk of a tree; as to the small lumps they 
were like a shower of grape-shot, mixed with forty pound- 
ers. It sounded and appeared more like the last day than 
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* 

any battle I have been in. A company of more terrified 
beings I have never looked at in actual danger, with no way 
of retreat. It was begun in sport, but it closed in real eam^ 
est. As for myself I was really in the safest place, being in 
the centre looking on the shower, and its consequences. 
But to this day, I feel the shaking of that mass beneath 
me. If the three cheers had been given, down the whole 
fabric would have come, and I, below the fragments, would 
have been crushed." 

" That indeed would have been a tale worth telling at a 
hunter's fireside for ever after. Buried in an avalanche, and 
swept away by the stream, when the spring floods came. 
Not quite equal to the Alpine traveller who is lying now, 
in just such a glen as this ; nor will he be found till the last 
great fire thaws him out. Anything more, Gabriel, about 
that wonderful bottle ? one glass more, if you please." 

" We left in double quick time, for a look at the bottle 
from above. It lost nothing in effect, but it was of another 
character. I have looked up. and down since, but mostly 
when the sun shone bright m June. The day I refer to in 
winter showed the different colors of the rainbow reflected. 
It was in reality, a frozen rainbow." 

" Ha ! better than before, captain ! Do you not see one 
now giving us the promise of a fortunate day ?" 

" When the sun shines out that will follow of course, and 
jrou may go there to that step, and have it round your head 
if you choose such an ornament. There are more wonders 
here amidst the Kaatsbergs, than the king knows of." 

" Time, Captain Gabriel, the king has not a bottle in all 
his cellar like that which you held in your arms ; and that is 
one reason why his majesty wishes to keep this fine country 
of yours among his other treasures." 

Tennis, somewhat piqued at the merriment of the young 
Englishman, turned to him, saying : " The half of the won- 
ders of this spot has not been told you. Come here in the 
heat of summer, and after a fall of rain, you will, if you look 
up from below, see an entire rainbow — a complete circle ; 
and though you laugh, I will tell it, that I have seen my face 
as distinctly in the centre, as I have ever seen it in the round 
looking-glass that Madam Dyco has in her biggest west 
room. What do you say to that, sir ?" 

" I say his majesty has not such a mirror in Windsor 
Castle, and it is doubtful if he has it anywhere in his domi- 
nions, but here. I do not question what you say, von have 
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seen ; but I would require Sir Isaac Newton to explain the 
pMlosophy of it ; and yet, when 1 remember the camera ob- 
scura, I dare not doubt, though I must laugh a little at both 
you colonists, holding up the beauties of your country." 

"Well, laugh away, but I have stood hours looking up 
into that wonderful glass, where sometimes I would see a 
single jfece, sometimes one other; then as the sun would 
shine out differently through clouds, there would be faces all 
around the circle, changing their position every moment 
like a mystic wheel revolving, till the head below grew so 
dizzy, that I have believed them to be faces looking down 
upon me from the upper world, only they were not always 
of the ifiost pleasant kmd.' 

" Ah, this is the spot," said Gabriel, " I have heard of 
when I was a lad, where they went to speak to the vapory 
spook, and get their fortunes told ; I wish I had come before 
now." 

" Gabriel," continued Teunis, " this is no laughing matter ; 
I have known some who laughed after they came on the 
wrong side of their face." 

^ " Hush ! hush ! low down," said Teunis, as he prostrated 
himself to the ground, " there are runners afoot, I hear their 
voices calling to one another in the woods, and around us." 

The three young men fell to the earth with their heads 
toward the gorge ; nor did they lie long in that position till 
they discovered persons on the opposite side descending into 
the bottom of the gulf. There were several ; some of these 
were in the garb of Indians, others were dressed in the 
common woollen cloth worn in that region, dyed with the juice 
of the butternut, resembling brick-dust, as much as any- 
thing known out of Jersey. They increased rapidly in 
numbei*s as the circle grew smaller, according to appoint- 
ment. 

"Those persons in front are not real Indians," said Teunis, 
" I know from their looking so much before them, as if they 
were curiously investigating a piece of art. I warrant the 
real Mohawk sees more than they do, out of the side of his 
face, and from under his eyebrows." 

" And I would take those in front to be entire strangers, 
they look so astonished," was the remark of Gabiiel. " I 
did not expect to see any but the real hunters up here." 

All this time Bertram was examining the different arrivals 
with his pocket glass, and had the range of the party in 
front. Something in the outline of one of them awakened a 

18 
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dormant feeling in his soul, which made him keep that figure 
close in view, till at last, he cried out, " Clarence ! by 
George, as I am a living man !" and he was about to rise 
and halloo, when the man on each side of him held him 
down, pointing to the numbers which were coming in from 
the same side on which they lay watching. 

" Take the glass and see," as he put the instrument into 
the h^nd of the captain. 

A long, earnest gaze, and Gabriel agreed that it resembled 
Clarence much in manner, but the dresses were all so much 
alike, it was impossible to distinguish them individually. 

" But turn your attention to what chiefly concerns you 
both ; do you see any females among them ? Look into 
every knot of persons, and watch all new comers." 

" Yes," said Tennis, " for if there be none with them, it is 
time we were off to the next rendezvous, the pool that I told 
you of, and which we must reach by noon. Behold at mid- 
day!" 

" You think that the cry is to come in that quarter then ?" 
was the sly question of Gabriel, who, being less interested in 
his feelings was the more inclined to jest a little \vith his/ 
companions. " Let us take matters coolly for the present, 
and mark the motions of the our friends below. See bow they 
pour down like so many bloodhounds to the death. Their 
hunt has made them eager for more prey." 

The wide hollow now seemed alive \vith the crowd. At 
that distance it was impossible to distinguish the parties, they 
were so much alike. Some sat on the rocks, others hung on 
the sides by branches and roots of trees, while a few of 
the madcap race were chasing one another under the shelving 
]>latform, and attempting to climb up the sides of the steep 
rock, to the danger of their necks. A main body was 
grouped into a circle, who stood as if waiting for orders. 
Apart from these, and in deep conversation, were about twenty 
individuals, whom Gabriel declared must be the commanders 
of the expedition, engaged in counsel. He continued : 

" What a difference between that little spot at this mo- 
ment, and what it was when we rose this morning. Then 
God and nature reigned, now devils incarnate are before 
us." 

" Yes^" said Bertram, " could we only see your tower of 
ice there in the centre, and boiling lava round it, and these 
^lends lying rolling naked in the pit, tumbling from the coM 

ower into the hot furnace, and " 
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^ Hease to stop, sir ; that's more than my nerves can stand ; 
it puts me in mind of our Dominie's description of the bot- 
tomless pit." 

" Another, as great as your great man the Dominie, has 
helped me to that description. Wbile you were telling me 
of those cheei-ings which shook icicles on you in showers, I 
was reminded of how an Italian poet describes hell, where 
* naked spirits lay down, or huddled sat ; trying to throw 
from them the flakes of fire which came like snow. The devils 
called out to other devils, thrusting the soul back into the 
boiling pitch ; and looking up, Dante saw them walking on a 
mount of ice, their teeth chattering, and eyes locked up with 
frozen tears." 

"Enough of , that horrible poet's words. Down, down 
lower with your heads ; we are observed," was Gabriel's quick 
whisper, which his comrades obeyed by a sudden prostration 
of the face to the turf. " Rather quick to be successful, 
friends. There is a figure on the opposite side of the gul^ 
standing so erect, and so still behind a tree, that I am. at a loss 
to know whether it be friend or foe. Tennis, you look now. 
The objects round here are all familiar to you." 

Tennis did as he was commanded, when he saw the form 
and face of the Hermit, plainly gazing down into the pit, 
with the in tenseness of one that watches from a tower, on the 
movements of an enemy. As he did not turn his eye away 
for an instant. Tennis whispered. 

" Lift your heads slowly, and look. The hunters are pre- 
paring for a new start." 

It was as he said ; orders had been given for mustering. 
The whole body stood in two columns. At the word of 
command each moved off at a li^ht angle from the other, 
straight as an arrow, up the opposite sides of the ravine, and 
as the one remaining at the head of several ranks stood still, 
till the one who had just left was at least ten rods distant, it 
took some time before the last two were gone. * When these 
were out of sight, the three young men looked where their 
fellow watcher had stood, but he was gone also. 

" The coast is clear now," said Gabriel, " and Tennis, you 
must be our guide. My advice is to pass straight through that 
circle, which these hunters are making. It must be three 
hours before they complete their search." 

" Yes, and an hour more. Let us follow tho stream as the 
safest and the nearest, though it be the roughest road in the 
world ; and who knows but we may find the timid Fawn 
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and her protector in some of the caves formed by the eddy- 
ing waters." 

They descended carefully, looking at every step around 
them, lest any 6py might be left behind. For well they all 
knew that Brandt was a wily foe, not to be circumvented but 
by superior wiles. 



CHAPTER Vm. 



THE WINGS OF A CHEBUB. 

" Chastity and truth? They are two of the pillars of the Temple.*' 

"God's Temple? Why, then, are they heaved by the earthquake, rocked by tht 

floods, drlyen by the whids, and made to walk in the seven fold fiery furnace ?" 
*' True ; but they have never been rent, nor drowned, nor scorched in them alL"— 

Old DiviNK. 

The hunted fugitives, whose place of refuge was as yet un- 
discovered by their enemies, were making the best of their 
condition under the ruling mind of Elsie. The barking of 
Rover, whose quick ear had heard the growl of the angry 
catamount a mile off, had produced alarm in the minds of all 
three ; more especially as this was followed by the reports of 
fire-arms and the shouts of men engaged in a combat. Gra- 
dually as their fears subsided, they had time and opportunity 
of consideiing the peril and securityof their present position. 
Elsie had reasons of her own for remaining where they had 
already slept so soundly ; and the confidence with whicli she 
expressed herself had the effect of preserving the other two 
from painful uneasiness. Margaret, whose experience of the 
world was more than Angelica's, felt as if Elsie must know 
more of the means of escape than she expressed. Possessed 
of an elastic -spirit, she bounded up the moment the smallest 
lelease was given. 

A trifling occurrence in itself here took place, which gave 
variety and interest to their solitary condition. Rover, who 
had suddenly disappeared without leave of absence, was 
heard by the quick ear of Elsie to give one of his pleased and 
ftimiliar barks, which he always gave to herself when he wel- 
comed her home. This would have occasioned no alarm ; 
but fpr her present circumstances, when she believed thnt 
that sly snake of an Indian, Shaudaagan, was iu the hilh, 



THE WINGS OF A OHERUB. 413 

seeking after them, and that Rover had always a hankering 
fondness after the keen hunter. Hushing her companions to 
silence, and pointing them to their bed as the securest and 
most retired place of safety, she crawled off in the direction 
from which she was most likely to perceive the cause of 
alarm. Her surprise was increased by hearing the tinkling 
of a small bell that she felt more than distinguished to be one 
familiar to her ear. A moment more, and what was her 
amazement to find her own pet lamb, which had been driven 
away on the day of the conflagration to the hills, and now 
had found his way high up in search of food. The quick ear of 
Rover first discerned the tinkling of his playmate's music ; and 
at the instant their mistress discovered them, they were fond- 
ling each other in perfect animal rapture. The dog, by his 
superior sagacity, was manceuvering so that he might bring 
the lamb where he knew a welcome awaited him ; and the in- 
nocent little fellow seemed to know that friends were near : 
for he was following Rover, butting with his head, as if impa- 
tient of his gambols. Elsie stood up and gave the usual sig- 
nal for Dickey's meal, when he rushed to her side with 
meek confidence, bleating his wishes and his pleasure, as she 
stroked him with her hand, and spoke Dutch : *' Arme Lam- 
meahie^ achoone Lammeshie " — ^Poor lamb, beautiful lamb. 

This new arrival was hailed with delight, and especially by 
the kind-hearted Angelica, who wept now when she spoke of 
her poverty as so great that she was not able to give poor 
Dickey his pan of milk. From that she naturally went off in 
a deep lamentation over the probable fate of Red and Brin- 
dle, and the mooly cow, wandering over the hills, with no 
one to milk them. 

This trifling occurrence served to pass the day, giving em- 
ployment in pait to the good Angelica, and even diverting the 
mind of Margaret from herself ; so that before night came on 
she had almost recovered her buoyancy of spirit in the com- 
munion she found with nature ; into which she entered rap- 
turously, as every new and fresh object rose before her. 
Her education had all tended to foster these sentiments with- 
in her, so that her mind was not untutored for any time, but 
was prepared for all circumstances, and so trained, that the 
present scenes rose up before her like dreams of the past rather 
than like unfamiliar pictures requiring minute investigation. 

" I believe, Elsie," said the lofty-mmded girl, " that I must 
have lived here before in some time of my previous existence ; 
for everything I see is associated in my mind with some beauti- 
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ful thing of the past. Elsie, did you ever think upon the life 
we came from in the past ?" 

" No, no, my dear Miss Clinton, I have had enough to 
think of in the present, and any spare thoughts are given to 
the life to come. This is the first time I have ever heard of 
a past life." 

" Excuse my foolish talking, Elsie. I have read ahout it 
in some old book, and I sometimes dream of things, which I 
may have seen. Your standing just now, with your brown 
October garments on, and your hand holding the lamb by 
his string, is just as plain to me as if I had seen you a hun- 
dred times before, my shepherdess. I am not surprised at 
all, as I would certjunly be if something of the kind had not 
happened." 

" If that be true, then," said Elsie, smihng, " being a queen 
is no new thing to you, for it sits well upon you. It would 
not suit us girls in this land, who are putting the crowns of 
majesty alongside of witches' brooms, and other tiinkets of 
the kind. Let it be as you will. You are queen, and I 
am your shepherdess, while this play lasts, which I hope 
will not be long. We must go soon to our bed. Let us 
gather all around, and speak of the good before we lie 
down in our nest." 

Night came with more pleasure than it had done for a 
week past with Margaret. The scenes of danger were be- 
coming common, and the presence of Elsie every moment 
more endearing. So rapidly and earaestly had her thoughts 
gi-asped the cirqumstances of her own case, and combined 
them with those ot her companion, that they seemed as if 
linked in one bond for life and for death. She had known 
her a long while, for all the time they hkd been together 
they had lived in every sensation of their sentient nature, 
and in every thought of tlieir rational being. With pious 
feelings and subdued affections, she lay down on the humble 
couch prepared for her by the tender-hearted mother, who 
saw the two young maidens laid beside each other as she 
tucked in the warm coverlets around them, saying, in homely 
phrase, what Elsie had said to her : 

"Arme Lamineshie, schoone Lammeshie, de genade zij 
met se." 

" What is that your good mother wishes for us ? She- is 
always thinking of us more than of herself. My trust is so 
strong when she is near me, I am confident her God hears 
prayer." 
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" She 18 calling us poor lambs, beautiful lambs, and saying 
grace oyer us." 

The leaves of autumn, dry and in abundance, formed their 
soft bed, and sent forth a fragrant smell. Rover nestled in 
cosily at their feet on one side, and Dickey lay down as 
softly at the other. The stream came down, murmuring 
melancholy music above them, and was answered in the din 
of the waterfall beneath. Lulled to sleep, they lay in more 
composure than princesses, who, after a night of dissipation, 
have musical instruments of all sorts played near their pil- 
low. Our damsels, though hunted by wicked and barbarous 
men, were not haunted by the spectres which glide around 
the pillow of the evil conscience — never at ease, be it on a 
bed of flint or a couch of roses. 

Night passed without interruption of any kind. Pleasant 
dreams even flitted through the brain of the hunted women. 
They lay down under no absorbing sinful emotions, and 
were therefore more calm in mind when sleep overtook them. 
In the morning, when Margaret awoke and found that her 
ever faithful Elsie was not beside her, she threw her arms 
around as a child does in search of its nurse. So dependent 
was she, that she felt more like an infant than the daughter 
of a soldier, who had taught his children the necessity of 
self-reliance upon all occasions. But these were new scenes 
to the English girl, and there was not time yet, nor room 
allowed, to give scope to the real character she possessed. 
Turning round, she saw there was no one at her side, so sit- 
ting up, she called : 

" Elsie, dear Elsie, where are you ? Come and tell me 
that all is well. Oh ! what shall become of me, now that 
my only friend is gone." 

Angelica was also absent at that moment, but soon 
returned, wringing her hands in a transport of anxiety lest 
something ternble had befallen her daughter. 

'' Wat can I do for my dochter. Martin gone, my housen 
burned, the cows ande sheeps, ande niggers, alle agone. Awee ! 
awee ! Elshie, Elshie, vere are you dat you never come once." 

It was now that the spirit of the deserted Margaret came 
out in its true energy. Rousing herself up a^ the sound of 
distress, she forgot her own troubles, and wrapping around 
her the blanket she had worn as a mantle the previous day. 
She bathed her glowing temples in the fresh running stream 
as it passed clear over the rock. When fully equipped, she 
ran back to the disconsolate mother, saying : 
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" I am going off to look for Elsie, and I will not return till 
I find her. Sit down and watch till we come back.'' 

The astonished Angelica was startled by the ardor of 
the delicate stranger, and looking up in her face, saw that 
she was sincere in her resolution ; but at the same time she 
knew that the attempt mu9t be vain, and certain to result in 
the capture or death of one so feeble and inexperienced. 

" Nay, nay," said the affectionate mother, " tee cannot do 
any such ting as dat, we shall go down de clove road to- 
geder and meet Elsie coming up. If she be in de hands of 
de vile Shandaagan, we may help her, tree of us 'gainst von ; 
but feeble ting dat tou be, vat can tee do ?" 

" O mother," said the excited girl, " have you not seen 
liow a pigeon will swell out and speak boldly in its own lan- 
guage when an enemy comes to its nest. Let us go." 

As the two feeble creatures were about to start, they 
knew not whither, they chanced to look over the precipice, 
when far down they saw two figures in the bed of the 
stream ; one of them could hardly be distinguished as human, 
only that it stood erect, and was lifting up its arms to the 
very point on which they themselves both stood. The 
other figure Margaret soon perceived was Elsie, who had 
already parted from her unknown companion and was on her 
wsij back, with great haste, as if she saw the uneasiness 
which her absence was causing. These things occurring at 
the moment of their departure, made them pause sufficiently 
long for their friend and protector to reach them in time to 
set their minds at rest. 

"Wat's dat down dere among de bushes ?" was the earn- 
est query of the mother to her daughter just as she put her 
head above the ledge. 

" Never mind mammy, here is a pipe and tobacco and 
some fresh dry punk for your tinder-box. The steel' is in the 
red pouch at your side." 

A pipe and fresh tobacco were just what Angelica needed 
* at that instant, for collecting her scattered senses ; and so 
her mind was diverted from the vision that rose in the mist 
of the glen, to the eyes of the amazed and disturbed woman. 
Margaret would fain have continued the inquiry, but per- 
ceiving the unwillingness of her fiiend to enter upon the sub- 
ject, she, with the tact of good breeding, set about helping 
Elsie to spread out the meal that *she-had brought back with 
her upon the flat stone, which had hitherto served them as a 
table. 
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" What a fine breakfast you have brought us ; beautifiil 
•white bread and milk ; warm milk just from the cow. What 
I used to steal out and get in our dairy at home in England. 
Here I am drinking it on the side of these very mountains 
that Hendrick Hudson saw when he came up the Great 
River." 

" Yaw mammy," said Elsie^ addressing the old lady, * it is the 
milk of old Blackie. I met her mooing on the side of the 
hilj, for some one to milk her, and when she saw me, you 
would have*cried to see how she ran to me." 

The good Angelica was wiping her eyes at the account her 
daughter gave her ; but the prudent girl went on so rapidly, 
that there was no room to ask questions, and it evidently ap- 
peared to the quick-eyed Margaret, that there were things 
behind which the caterer did not wish to tell. Her high spirits 
and quick ^motions had a sympathetic effect upon the o^ers, 
so that by the time the mother's second pipe was over and the . 
repast partaken of, there was even cheerfiilness felt and shown 
by all. Rover had eaten up the crumbs and was watching a 
chance to dip his tongue into the hole where Dickey's nulk 
was poured. Elsie was carefully gathering up the remains 
of the meal and putting them away in case of a dearth of 
food ; while the reflecting Margaret was lost in reverie as she 
recalled the strange being she had seen that morning with 
her guardian ; of whom it was evident she must remain in 
ignorance for the present. She however ventured to ask a 
question, as they all sat looking down through the interven- 
ing glade. "Is there no path down through the ravine 
there," said she, deferentially, " that we might follow and 
come to the river where this water is now going ? My dear 
Elsie, it is surely better to risk some danger, than be pent up 
here in this high fortification and perish. I have heard sol- 
diers say, that it was a maxim in war, that to remain and never 
show yourself was the sign of defeat, and sure to end in that 
at last." 

'* Ah, my lady," said Elsie, " you forget that the weak must 
liave walls of defence, and what the wildcats up here have 
not in strength is given them in cunning and claws. Despair 
never effects any noble purpose. Let us wait another day 
up here in the sunshine, before we risk our lives down in the 
dark valley." 

" All that sounds very "philosophical in words, but I would 
be willing to venture into the dark, and get my feet bmiflecl 
for the least chance of escape." 
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** A hundred Indians are lying across tiiat road at this mo- 
fliait," said Elsie, with her hand pointed downward, *' and 
every one of them has the scent of the Spanish blood-hound 
that I have heard my uncle tell about. Bo you think, Miss Clin- 
ton, that you could swim to an island, when the tide is sweep- 
ing everything out into the sea ? could a hunted deer break 
through a closing rank of men and dogs, watching for him 
in the thicket ? 1 saw one, a beautiful creature, chased by a 
hundred hunters, and he took to the ice. The men and dogs 
on the banks pursuing him, but he bounded forward at such 
^ speed, that 1 dapp^ my hands in perfect joy at the pros- 
pect of his escape, when a cunning hunter, who had lain 
down in the bushes, lifted his gun and gave him a fatal 
•hot.»» 

" You mean," said Margaret, with a sigh, " that I am a 
hunted deer, and that there is no hope for my escape ?" 

" No hope for you down through that path; by and by 
there may be. Go down at this moment, and you will be like 
a fish going into a fyke." 

" And what is a fyke ?" said the. interested young lady, 
alwavs wakened up by any new sound or scene. 

"A net wide at one end like this clove, but closed at the 
other, and narrow, so that the fish cannot turn.** 

** Tliat gives me but little hope, my friend, my protector, 
my adviser ; but it seems afler all, that you are not without 
some hope. May be you would prefer me. to mount the hill, 
and seek a refuge on High Peak as you call it. I am ready to 
go with you to any place." 

" Come, Miss Clinton," said Elsie, anxious to divert the 
mind of her ward from her present condition ; let us go out 
into the sunshine and finish that queen's robe we commenced 
yesterday. I have some thread that we can use in binding 
these leaves together, as Mother Eve did in her forlorn state. 
We are better off than she was in the Garden of Eden." 

" I am sure," said Margaret, smiling at the conceit of her 
friend, " she had not niore brilliant colors than we have in 
our paradise ; though on the whole, I think her outward con- 
dition was a little better than ours to the feet." 

"My lady, it is not the sofl or hard walks which 
make the difference. Let us make the most of our place, 
and be the noblest of beings on the mountain." 

Jn this way the two maidens passed the early pai-t of that 
•^•y. Elsie made a crown of the laurel, and set in it three 
feathers of sumach, which rendered it quite imperial. The 
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sceptre was a peeled staff, surrounded with red and yellow 
leaves, tufled at the top with a deep purple knot. A wreath 
made of the same material, several yards in length, which 
"iv hen tied at the ends was thrown over the right shoulder, 
and biased so as to come on the left side, where the sword 
of state hung, made of shingle wood which they found float- 
ing down the stream. The lozenged, blanket variegated with 
red and blue, had a hole cut in the centre, through which 
Margaret's Jiead went, and having also outlets for her arms, 
it hung easily, not to say gracefully, upon her stately, aristo- 
cratic form; so that she really moved among these scenes 
more like the queen of the mountain in October, than this 
description would justify. 

*' Ha," said the enthusiastic lady, as she surveyed herself, 
laughing so that her face seemed like the sun struggling 
through the riiists ; " how the Duchess of Mourtelhome would 
envy me, were she to see me walking into the birthday mas- 
querade. I will keep the pattern of this until I need it ;" 
and with that she gave a few steps in the fashion of majesty, 
so that her companion laughed back, and with assumed obeis- 
ance bent the knee before her, while her queenship held out 
her hand to be kissed. 

They had not got over the novelty of this amusement 
when they weie attracted by a scream of eagles above them 
in the clouds, that were slowly resting on the moimtain tops, 
where they sometimes lie for days like a fleecy turban round 
the head of an East Indian King. 

" See," said Elsie, who was the first to speak, though not 
the first to perceive, " there is an eagle resting on that white 
cloud. He is calling to his mate for he sees where he may 
find- her a dainty bit." 

" Hush !" said Margaret, " let him rest there till I see him 
a little more. His voice is that of tnie love. Let us listen. 
How calmly he sits up there undisturbed ; his head is above 
the mist ; and he only seeks glimpses of the earth. The 
hand of the fowler cannot reach him. Like the warhorse of 
Job, he mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted. He smelleth 
the battle afar off." 

" Yes, Miss Clinton, he scents his dinner, and not Veiy far off 
either, if I may judge from the growling of a wolf that I heai 
below us, with the quarrelling of other creatures. The shots 
we heard yesterday left carcasses lying there, and both beasts 
and birds soon find out the place." 

" I become terrified at your telling me these things as I 
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look telow; but I feel strong looking up to that majestic 
creature. Have you seen him ever before ?" 

'* Oh, dear lady, he has his home up there in High Peak, 
from spring till the winter comes near, when his mate and 
he, with the young ones which they have raised during the 
summer, go away to some warmer climate. The Dominie 
says they will not stop till they reach the Andes. They know 
the seasons better than any old man in the country ; and can 
find a dinner where the cunningest fox in the hills has hid- 
den it. The Dominie preached us a fine sermon not long 
since from the Dutch text, * wan alwaar het doode Hgchaam 
zal zijn, daar zuUen de arenden vergaderd worden.' It is 
about the carcass gathering the eagles. And it was terrible 
to hear the good man lifting up his hand, saying, ' wherever 
there is a carcass, there is a bird to tear it open. 
Vengeance follows the guilty like instinct; cross the sea, 
ascend the mountain, dive into the whirlpool, there is the 
eagle hovering over him ready to alight upon him. No 
sooner is th^ wicked act performed than the fatal flap of the 
wing follows. . But I see you are up in the clouds just now, 
and I must wait till you come down." 

" Oh, yes, excuse me, Elsie, for not listening to you. How 
grandly he moves. Like a ship far out at sea with sails 
unfurled. I could trust myself on his wings, and be free. 
He would lay me down at my mother's side. What is that 
you said about the Dominie and the eagle ?" 

" Doth the eagle mount at thy command, and make her 
nest on high ? From thence she seeketh her prey ; and her 
eyes behold afer off." So Elsie quoted, adding : " the Dominie 
says that ' the Creator who gave' power to the eagle can give 
freedom to the country.' " 

" Ah very true, dear Elsie, but the eagle has been the sign 
of tyranny as frequently as of freedom ; and he is a cruel, 
bloody bird, though he be a true king up there, and every- 
where. I wish from my soul I were on his wings. See he 
narrows his circles, and there he seems to sit unmoved upon 
the air." 

" Wait, my Lady Margaret, and you will see him alighting 
soon. His eye is fixed on some object below ; and he vrifi 
dart down like an arrow upon it." 

Elsie was mistaken in her conjecture, for while the kingly 
bird did come down it was to alight on a tree that stood on 
the south side of the ravine, where he sat pluming himself 
\Nith evident piide, stretching out his high neck over the 
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precipice. The two spectators watched him for an hour till 
their eyes gvew tired. Margaret's especially, melted into 
tears at his movements, so natural, graceful, and at the same 
time evincing such power. Elsie, who had not the same 
interest in the bird, made while she sat a wreath for herself, 
and was in the act of throwing it over her head when i 
scream from her mother, and a howl of distress from Rover, 
made her run to the rescue ; Margaret following with equa 
speed. When they arrived at the spot where AngeUca was 
confusion spread on all sides, of what nature, neither of the 
two damsels could tell. There was tne mother, the chief 
figure, in the foreground, with Rover and Dickey at her right 
and left, but the most confounding thing of the whole was 
to see the eagle in front, striking and flapping his wings 
with the utmost fury at all three ; and but for the prompt 
arrival of new forces, he must have come off the conqueror. 
The history of the battle, when they came to tell it in 
order, was this. The eagle had seen from his eyrie, the lamfc 
playing around the platform, ajid made up his mind to carry 
nim off captive ; but like a cautious soldier, he determined on 
stratagem rather than upon attack in face of the enemy ; so 
sitting down before the fortress, he resolved to bide his time. 
At one spring, and as quietly as a cat, he descended, putting 
his talons into Dickey's wool, and was in the act of lifting 
him up, when Rover, wdth true coui'age and self-sacrifice, ran 
to the help of his playfellow, seizing the eagle by the wing, 
and holding him to the ground. The brave bird, nothing 
daunted, let go the lamb, and turned on the dog with hesk 
and talons, which liiade him yell, and try to get off in re- 
treat, which the enemy had no mind to allow ; still keeping at 
him, since the woolly victim had fled. By this time the 
eagle deemed that dog-meat was better than none, so he 
was in the act of lifting up poor Rover in the air when 
Angelica ariived on the battle-ground ; and seeing her favo- 
rite struggling to be free, she rushed forward, seizing Rover 
by the tail.' The eagle soon found that able as he was to lift 
either of the two four-footed creatures, it was more than he 
had bargained for, when a heavy Dutch vrow had taken forc- 
ible possession of the tail end of his prey. It was at this part 
of the contest that Elsie arrived, who, finding that the wea- 
pons of the enemy were so sharp that they drew blood at every 
stroke, made an effort to seize him at once by the neck, which 
she, bv a dexterous turn, caught in*her hand, choking him so 
that his beak became helpless. Here Margaret came on with 
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one of Angelica's thick qnilted petticoats, which she threw 
around him, while the old lady, with great presence of mind, 
took the garters from her own legs, and bonnd those of the dis- 
discomfited bird of Jove, so that he became nearly as helpless 
as one of her own gobblers, on his way to the Dominie's for 
his Christmas dinner. Conquered, though still defiant, he lay 
on his side, casting fiery glances at his vanquishers, who, from 
tlie fright and the battle, were in a state of great excitement. 

"What shall we now do with him?" was the question 
which came simultaneously from the conquerors. Margaret 
was for setting him free at once, remembering her own im- 
prisonment. 

" I cannot," said she in her enthusiasm, " see such a bold and 
noble creature in chains. You may not have read of a great 
man like your own Washington, but I must say it, of one who 
delivered his country from vassalage, WilHam Tell, -who was 
celebrated for his markmanship, so that he could sever an 
apple with his aiTow at a hundred paces' distance. When 
out on his native hills,' he saw an eagle wheeling in aerial 
circles above his head. With the instinctive ambition of a 
huntsman, he put the bolt upon the string, which all knew 
would have brought the king of birds down to the «arth, but 
in a moment he let the weapon fall from his hand, shouting, 
* Liberty I liberty !' " 

Angelica, who had none of that kind of sentiment in her 
composition, was for chopping off his head at once, like any 
common hawk's found in a barn-yard trap. 

" Te wicked tief dat he is ; noting betters serve him dan 
drink and lap lamb's bloed ; wid my mind izijn hoofd wil- 
lende be gebragt in een' schotel like Johannes den Dooper." 

" Manuny, that is not like you. His head on a charger, 
like that of John the Baptist 1 You may live through this 
day, and see the prophecy fiilfilled — to the ' woman was given 
the two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the 
wilderness, into her place where she was nourished for a 
time from the face of the serpent.' I could read that in 
Dutch to you, mammy, for you believe the old Dutch is the 
true language of Canaan. Let us teach the robber a lesson, 
and keep him a short time, and make some sport with him." 

"As the Philistines did with Samson," said Margaret, 
rather pettishly, because her will had not been carried out. 
But Elsie, perceiving that he would serve to pass the time, lifted 
him carefully, and mounting into the fork of a tree which 
grew on the verge of the shelf, fastened him there. Coming 
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down, she left him ruffing up his plumage, spreading his winga, 
full six feet from tip ta tip, while his head stood efect three 
feet high ; but the spring of his Hmbs was lost, and he sank 
with noble pride a prisoner, still threatening defiance on his 
keepers. Margaret was in raptures at the sight, and forgot 
for the moment her sorrow, exclaiming as she clapped her 
hands : 

'' What a tale to tell if I ev^r return to England, that I 
helped to capture the king of birds." 

" It is a good omen, my lady," was Elsie's response, " that 
you will conquer your hard fate. The tyrant seeking to 
devour the innocent lamb is overcome." « 

" Yaw, yaw," said Angelica, " ande de vecht ande pre- 
vailed not, neder was hiras found any more in denhemel." 

" Many thanks to you both, my kind friends, for your 
words of hope. God Almighty grant it may be so." 

"Yaw, yaw," said the pious mother, catching always. at 
good things ; " de Domilie says dat Satan in Gabriel's wings 
can be tumbled into des afgrons — dat is de bottomless pit, 
by a worden of pVayer." 

" You see. Miss Clinton, that the signs are favorable this 
morning, and there is no need of your doing any rash act till 
the hour of desperation ai*rives, and then it will be time 
enough for us to do up to our ability," 



CHAPTER IX. 

THB AMPHrrHEATBE. 

** Fve leen myself with these two eyes, 
Far grander scenes than Gasar taw In Rome, 
Or championjolned in when the skies 
Sent back the shouts upon him with the prise ; 
I saw that scene, and felt that power— at home.** 

WKSrnil TlUTILLBB. 

Their great exploit with the eagle furnished subjects of 
sufficient interest to engage the minds of all three for a whole 
day, and thus fill up the time which Elsie was so dearous of 
occupying, so that the mind of her charge might for the present 
be diverted from herself. Margaret was the eagle's iavored 
one. Neither Elsie nor'^her mother durst come near to him 
withooj;, meeting his fiery glances, which he sent out like 
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flame. The young enthusiast was enraptured ; taking plea- 
Bure in leeduig him, and even ventured to stroke do^vn the 
plumage of his neck. Climbing up on the tree beside him 
becaihe one of her new lessons in mountain gymnastics.; so 
that she came at length to swing on the branches that over- 
hung the glen with delight rather than witli fear. 

The sun had by this time ascended nearly to the meridian, 
when Elsie spread their table once more, and insisted upon 
their partaking with her of a dinner she had kept for them, 
in the basket, from the morning's repast. There was broiled 
chicken and roasted venison, with plenty of home-made 
bread. The mountaui air and the hard fight had given them 
a keen appetite, so that the meal was relished by all three 
women and their three companions, dosj, lamb, and eagle — 
each feeding her own charge. Elsie had one more surprise 
for them; a small bottle of the purest port wine, which 
cheered the hearts of all. 

" One might believe, my dear Elsie, that the eagles of 
Elijah have been supplying your basket this morning ; and 
if so, we have made an ungrateful return in capturing one of 
our Mends there." 

" My dear lady, we cannot always tell how our commonest 
blessings reach us ; and it is best for us not to know all in 
one day,'' 

"Eat as de Dominie says, asking none questions for de 
stomach's sake, vat is set before tee." Having said this, the 
old mother looked round for Rover ; but though she called 
to him in her kindest and most pursuasive tone, he did not 
answer. Elsie showed most excitement of the three ; start- 
ing to her feet as if she waited for some apparition. If so, it 
was not certainly the one that came up ; for on a sudden Ro- 
ver came in sight, followed by that unworthy dog, Shandaa- 
gan, who took his stand upon a rocky point above the plat- 
form where they stood. The caitiff grinned a scornful smile, 
as he tried to look into the faces of the disconcerted women, 
who knew too well that he was but the shadow of another 
whom they both hated and dreaded still more than himself. 
As they feared, Kiskataam came in sight a minute after- 
ward, uttering his usual ugh ! of grim gratification at the 
success of his hunt. 

Mar^ret ^ve a shudder of mingled fear and disgust, re- 
calling in feeling, as in inen^ory, the torments she had endured 
since she had been kidnapped fromithe-ship. After looking 
aside, as if she expected yet another besides these two, slio 
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turned her back to the dizzy precipice, standing as near to it 
as safety would allow ; her face lighted up with a courage 
and defiance which made the human tiger turn his eyes away, 
conscious of his weakness in the presence of virtue. To re- 
lieve his growing embarrassment, he ventured to address the 
oung lady, more to keep his own courage up than in any 
ope of daunting h^r determination. 

'' Will the Fawn run now, or wait to be eaten up by the 
big teeth of the red wolf? His feet are on the trail of the 
weak Fawn. He will be down in the length of ten aiTows. 
Let the Fawn run now with the Indian. He. will carry her to 
the big canoe down there, and put her beside the great 
soldier and his squaw." 

This artful speech, delivered in the softest tones, and with 
his finger pointing down the clove to where the river is almost 
Been, was well calculated to make an impression on a young 
female, imprisoned among strange scenes, and trembhng still 
more in the prospect of being captured by one that she 
hated with a perfect hatred. Had any other man on earth 
offered her the same convoy, she would have accepted of it ; 
but she had proved his hypocrisy already, and was not a 
moment in deciding against the proffered help. Elsie, who 
had been watching the movements of her countenance with 
the keenest scrutiny, was prepared to thwart the sinister 
purpose, had there been any wavering on the part of her ward. 
feut the hesitation, if any, was but for a moment ; for th? face 
of the captive assumed the most ineffable scorn, which the 
wiljr serpent interpreted without requiring verbal expression, 
which provoked the savage more than a torrent of words. 
These feeble women, even the simple Angelica, had put on a 
calmness which confounded their enemy, and rendered him 
^dmost mad ; all the more because he expected to hear the 
voice of Clifford in the rear every moment. Whatever, there- 
fore, he had to do for himself, must be done quickly. Per- 
ceiving that Elsie was the prime mover of JVIiss Clinton's 
action, he tried that strinjr, gently at first, as if conscious of 
the tenderness beneath. Knowing from past experience that 
the least scratch of an unsheathed claw would biing upon 
him a storm, before which he must retire, he partly ad- 
dressed both the young women, as he said, in his most 
Biniling way : 

"The Boerman's young Wildcat will go with the Fawn. 
ShUndaagan is good Indian hunter." 

Elsie had not the self-restraint of Miss Clinton. HaviiiL^ 



426 TB£ DUTCH DOIIINIB. 

always full freodom at home, her speech was ever the ready 
utterauce of her feelings, and now that her contempt for the 
mean red-skin was so deep, it was all she could say to bid 
him— ♦ 

"Go off to Stony Clove, where the squaws are lying 
hungry beside their pappooses, whimpering for their double- 
tongued daddies." 

A flash of savage passion crossed the face of the smooth 
deceiver, when he leaped down on the step beneath, along 
with his attendant, coming up close to the very spot where 
the three females were standing, with their faces toward 
their enemies. Elsie was all alei*t, and whispering to her 
mother to keep an eye on one savage, she took the chief 
to herself. In the front of Miss Clinton she kept Kiskataam 
at bay. On the other hand, Shandaagan was pressing forward 
with the evident intention of pushing the old lady aside, so 
that he might aid his master in securing Elsie, who was the 
one most to be dreaded. But Angelica had not stood so 
long unprepared, for with a stone in her strong hand, she 
struck the skull of the Indian such an unexpected blow that be 
reeled, and all but fell. A rnoment more, and his tomaliawk 
would have done its work on her head, when Rover seized 
the calf of his leg from behind, giving it a bite which would 
have, made a white man ^scream; this gave the old lady a 
chance with another stone to strike the hand that held the 
weapA of death, when he let it fall just at her feet. She 
picked it up so aptly that the coward spi'ang back, and 
wreaked his vengeance by a kick on the dog's ribs, which 
added to the music of the day. 

In the meantime, the Indian chief was pressing hard upon 
Elsie, whose courage was rising equal to the emergency, as 
she prepared for the worst, though it was not the intention 
of the wily foe to do more than frighten her into compliance, * 
since he could not wheedle them into his charge. H^ said 
liercely : ' 

" Does the Wildcat s6ek a lead nut through her brown 
hair," as he pointed the muzzle of his gun in the fUrection of 
the brave girl's breast, who, not in the least daunted, to the 
evident surprise of the enemy, drew from her bosom, where 
it lay concealed, a beautiful silver-mounted pistol, armed 
>vith a small dagger, that flew oiit at the touch of a spring, 

" Does the bloody Catamount want a ball through Ids false 
heart ? Let him come* one step nearer and there are two 
read^ for him." 
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Foiled alike in his attempt at flattering and frightening 
these feeble women, he was put to his wit's end, and was 
evidently intent upon something desperate, when, to his 
increased mortification, the cbief actor in this wicked drama 
stepped suddenly upon the stage. Standing upon the bank 
that ran across the ravine at a higher point, Clifford looked 
down upon the whole party with an interest and a hesitation 
which a wicked man, still possessed of some honor, may be 
supposed to have when he sees the victim of his desire, and 
when his conscience tells him that he is sinking in his own 
esteem. He stood pausing and preparing himself, not un- 
like the eagle before it descended on the lamb, hating the act, 
yet forced by insatiable appetite to devour. To none of the 
parties was the arrival of Clifford more unwelcome than to 
to Kiskataam. His intentions had been, up to this moment, 
to carry off Miss Clinton. He Ivould have taken her back 
into the wilderness if possible; but rather than not be 
revenged on the Englishman, he would have set her down 
safe in the ship from whence he abducted her. Sick of the 
barg%in he had made with the unprincipled rake, he had been 
nursing his vengeance ever singe their quarrel on the night 
of his arrival ; but now all his selfish schemes were blown 
aside, and he must deliver up the prize to the one who had 
bought him. Grinding his teeth with rage and disappoint- 
ment, he had no altem^ive but to smother his wrath, and 
seem to yield, by showing an extra zeal for the master's 
interest, so that even the simple Angelica said : 

" De Yudas petray his maister for ane kiss." 

"Miss Clinton, I have found you at last, and after an 
eternity of anxiety," were the first words of the cold, pas- 
sionate hypocrite. " You have the cunning of the fox with 
the beauty of the fawn, so well do you hide, and so fleetly 
.and gracefully do you move." 

With these words, he bowed so like one paying deference 
to beauty and innocence, that none save the most knowing 
in the art of the spoiler could have guessed that aught lay 
beneath the surfiice but the purest stream of sincerity. To 
bis bow the lady gave no further heed than to look toward 
huu, watching his smallest motion. 

" Miss Clinton," said the artful villaiji, coming nearer and 
standing quite over the place where the others were 
grouped, for all were waiting his motion ; " you look in 
that dress as if you were prepared to come with mc to the 
l)lace where nature is eichibited on hcjr greatest scale, and 
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when I have you there, standing in the island that divides 
the tnmbling waters, a poet would call you the genius of 
Niagara." 

Margaret had been so absorbed in the events of the morn- 
ing, up to this moment, that her fantastic attire was the least 
of her thoughts, but being now reminded of that, and cast- 
. ing a rapid glance over her person, a slight blush tinged her 
cheek as she reflected on her folly in the midst of her dis- 
tress, but this was no time to be affected by trifles ; impor- 
tant realities called for action, and for endurance ; now she 
could neither be flattered nor frightened out of her chaste 
^dignity, bv the man who had tried before this to fascinate her, 
as the snake draws the helpless bird into his jaws. 

" Miss Clinton," repeated the artful seducer, " you never 
in the days of your greatest beauty, in the brilliant assem- 
blies we have attended together, looked half so queenly as 
now, standing amidst all that rugged grandeur around you, 
and yourself so seemly in. the trappings of that holy nature 
you love so well. Could you but see the great lakes of the 
North and of the West, your spirit would expand to a 
breadth which you are as yet a stranger to." 

"Defile not the pure air around you with such flattery. 
Your breath is hateful to me ; I hate the- pui-e things you 
put your praise upon ; I have become tame, ^nd tired of my 
childish romance, since it has cost me so dearly already. My 
liberty has been bartered for it, and before night falls, my 
life may be the sacrifice. But, thank God, my virtue stiU 
remains and " 

" May not," interrupted the smooth sinner, " virtue and 
love dwell together in a cottage, while romance would ride 
out in company on play-days ? I remember some such sen- 
timent sung, in a home we wot of. Our own Shenstone, 
you know, sings : 

** * I have found out a gift for my fair, 

I have found where the wood pigeons breed.' " 

'* No more !" said the impatient lady ; "you have touched 
the wrong chord ; I will sing the real truth, as Shenstone 
Bung 

" * Tis his with mock passions to glow, 
*Ti8 his with smooth tales to unfold ; 
How her face is as white as the snow, 
And her bosom be sure is as cold.* " 

With that he leaped down on to the same platform where 
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the three fugitives and the two Indians were already stand- 
ing. Margaret stood in the centre, her autumnal crown on 
her head, the wreath round her person, hi a diagonal direction, 
and her blanket robe bound at the waist by another wreath 
of willow twigs, that, confined it, so that she moved without 
tripping on the skiits. As she saw Clifford approaching her, 
she exclaimed, with more force than could be expected of 
her : 

" Stand back wretched man ; God has still provided me 
with a retreat, that I may escape from your hands." 

" God himself cannot sav^you now. Miss Clinton. - See on 
either side of you my two faithlhl servants, the brave Indian 
chief Kiskataam, and the cunning Shandaagan, and behind 
you is the roaring fall. You see that that Providence you 
speak of has delivered you into my hand. Surrender at will- 
is your true courage now, and you may make your own terms. 
Margaret, in yielding to your fate, you conquer your con- 
queror." 

With these half earnest words said in a serio-light man- 
ner, the bad man took a step nearer, partly beading himself 
forward, taking off his cap as hi iieference to the presence of 
a queen ; while the whole group presented a picture Worthy 
of a painter's eye. It was well that a pause was taking 
l)lace, since it gave tima for the working of those passions 
within, which ever gain force as they are restrained, and the 
time given allowed Elsie an opportunity of reflecting on the 
critical position of her fiend. Her bosom heaved, as the 
veins of her neck swelled, her whole frame expanded a 
size which seemed above common, and yet there was a sym- 
metry of proportion which tilled the mind more than the 
eye. 

" Stand back, caitiff I" was the frantic exclamation of Miss 
Clinton, to the still approaching Clifford. " Stand back ! Sol- 
dier though you be, you are a coward in attacking women, 
and I wiU not trust myself in your hand. I have at least 
one chance of escape." 

With this she sprung up into the tree at her back, climb- 
ing to the branch on which AureUus stood, welcoming her 
wath his curved neck, and spreading wings as if he invited 
her to her chariot; she sat out on the branch swinging 
over the deep gul^ making the heads of all but herself 
dizzy. 

"For God's sake. Miss Clinton, do not tempt Providence 
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in that way; oome down and I swear by my honor, that 
you may go where you please rather than have your blood 
on my hands." 

" I will not trust a man* whose cheek grows pale at the 
sight of death, and calling himself a soldier ; iit>t niockini^ 
God, and the next moment invoking his name, then Kweaiim^ 
by an honor that has been tarnished by ingratitude aiul 
violated friendship." 

The blood came back to tRe face of Clifford at tlie^.? 
reproaches. He was mad, and knew not how to wreak li'u 
vengeance, or on whom. He f^lt himself weak in i he pre- 
BMice of such daring as he saw. Besides, the scene l>eiV)ro 
him, wild and romantic, had a charm which captivated hi^ 
cultivated, and experienced eye. Margaret was dressed in 
her queenly robes, and unconscious of her beauty at the 
moment. Her fsLoe flushed, her hair hanging loose on her 
shoulders, she stood balancing herself on the branch witli one 
hand on the proud eagle's neck, and the other ready to 
loosen the strmg that Dound him to the tree. Cliilbrd, at 
the moment, would have given all he called his own to 
have had the lady at his command, whose spirit so proudly 
defied him. 

" Clifford," she called out in transport, "you see that the 
God you mocked has provided for me a way of escape ; I am 
not without a friend smce I can rise on this noble creature'^ 
wings." 

"For the love of God, Miss Clinton, do not think of trust- 
ing yourself thereon. I swear on my knee that you may do 
as you please, only come down." 

" I will trust the eagle before I will an ungrateful and dis- 
honorable man misnamed soldier and unworthy o:^ his flag, 
I feel safe. I am not the first that has been mrust upon a 
pinnacle, and who came down safe in angels' charge." 

All this time the noble Aurelius was excited to the highest 
degree, by the loud speaking and the gestures of the differ- 
ent parties. He felt the sympathy of human passion, in which . 
he joined so fiercely that he kept the soldier in check, by his 
fluttering and his screaming. It would have been more than 
a strong man du^st have done to venture without arms near 
to him. Without measuring the frdl strength, skill and 
rapidity of such an enemy, Clifford made a spring at the 
eagle, hoping to bring him down, and thus cool the ardor of 
his mistress, but before he could seize his feet the proud 
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creature, quick as thought, struck the intruder's cheek with 
his beak below the eye, for which he aimed, and sent him 
back with a force and a pain which brought both blood and 
tears, as he stood the object of secret ridicull and contempt. 
His rage and bad passions were now up, and pausing a mo- 
ment so as to gather force, he said : 

" JVIiss Clinton, I have no time to parley, and since you 
will not yield yourself to me, your protector must pay the 
penalty of insulting one of his "majesty's servants." 

With that he levelled his pistol with the intention of put- 
ting a ball through the birdjs wing. Quick as a flash, Msie 
stepped forward, and struck the muzzle aside, when the shot 
fell harmless in the gulf below. The hot-brained soldier, 
now in a transport of tury, looked like a demon -on the brave 
Dutch girl, whom he had hardly noticed before, and who now 
stood his glance unappalled, as he demanded, "Who dares 
to interfere with my game ?" 

" No soldier of King George shall insult the sign of my 
country in my presence," was the prompt answer. 

" Ah," said the mortified man, ** and have we got a young 
rebel Whig up here in the mountains, anjd beyond the lines 
too ; come bold chief, let us bind these rebellious aims and 
carry her along with old Abiel and Schuyler to Fort 
Niagara. She will serve as maid of honor to the queen 
when there : I see she wears her livery already." 

Duiing the excitement of these few minutes, the three 
men had closed round the beleagured women, and seemed 
about to make the final charge. Angelica had another stone 
prepared for her foe in one hand and the glittering toma- 
nawk in the other. Elsie had her finger at the trigger of her 
pistol and Margaret's courage was wound up to the highest 
pitch, so that she seemed to court the chance of taking her 
aerial voyage rather than to fear it. If she had fear, it was 
of that kind which would have made her blood circulate 
more freely, as when stepping into the parachute of a bal- 
loon, in which she had perfect confidence. With eye and 
hand $rtn, her dress carefully freed from the twigs of 
the tree, she was ready for the final spring the instant her 
enemy was within a yard, of her person ; when a voice 
startled all as if* it came out of the rocks : 

" Clifford 1 coward I stand back and face your sworn 
enemy." 

The apparition was not calculated to allay the sudden 
alarm of the parties ; though it was a human Vorm that ptood 
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before tbem and a hnman voice that spoke to them. It was 
human, but dreseed in bear-skins, with a high crowned hat of 
the same material ; the &ce, rough with hair, seemed as if 
the same animal had provided the man with a beard from his 
jaws. Standing erect on the north side of the shelf, the fig- 
ure confronted the three men, who stood waiting for the next 
movement. The Indians fell back to the upper side, while 
Clifford moved to the south extremity of the platform con- 
fronting his new foe. The stream of water, shallow at the 
time, ran between them ; while the females standing with their 
backs to the precipice, were about equal distance from the 
two men, who were already eying each other as malignant 
enemies ever do, when suddenly brought face to face. As 
soon as Clifford sufficiently recovered himself, he demanded 
haughtily: 

*' Who dares to insult a king's officer on duty or to inter- 
fere with the king's business in any way ? or what menial in 
an idiot's garb has the temerity to call Colonel Clifford a 
coward." 
. " His duty ! the villain's duty ! ha ! ha, ha !" 

The laugh froze the blood of even the stolid Indians, who 
looked on as if they had been turned to stone. " Your duty 
to employ a savage to decoy an enthusiastic, artless nmden 
into your toils I The child of your best friend, the man who 
defended your black name from eternal disgrace. Your 
duty I to hunt after women as tigers are circled round! 
Duty !" and the figure laughed again in scorn, imtil it seemed 
as if the echoes were the responding of the fiends from the 
pit of danmation. So voluble and fiiU were the answers fi-om 
up the clove that Clifford, though accustomed to scenes of 
danger, shrank from the voices that called upon his con- 
science to reply and defend himself against those supersti- 
tions which were unmanning him. 

" Fool that I am," he burst out, *' to be foiled of my pur- 
pose by a madman, spook, or wizard ; I have heard of you 
before. This is too much, and a dose of powder and lead 
must silence your gibberish. See if you are witch enough 
to catch that in your skull cap." 

^ And with that there was a flash and a report. The ball 
pierced the high hat of the strange being, brmging it to the 
rock ; and when the smoke passed away, the soldier was wait- 
ing to see the effect of his fire, when to his utter amazement 
the rough robe of the figure had also dropped oft', even to 
his beard, and there, instead of a maniac, stood an offijser of 
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his majesty's 13th regiment - of fbot, in his undress, fully 
armed and equipped for battle ; all except that his heiad was 
bare. Great beads of perspiration broke out pn the brow of 
Clifford, while his lower jaw fell as if smitten by.deatl\| and 
his lips involuntarily muttered " Calderwood." 

" Thank you, Clifford, for that shot," were the first words 
of the unveiled man. " See, here is a better mark for you. 
Aim at this star, won by your side on the banks of the 
Hoogly. Aim at it, for it lies on the heart you^have already 
riven asunder. Two fiill years ago, I warned you of the 
coming day of vengeance. It has arrived. There is a just 
God in the heavens." 

At this part of the action, going on in that lately solitary 
chamber of nature, the different parties who had been col- 
lecting from all sides, were arriving, so as to surround the 
little, but perfect water-fall. The ledge of the rock served 
as a stage on which the main actors stood, while all around, 
at different points, were the spectators. Down the stream, 
and looking upward, were the mock Indians, gaping in aston- 
ishment. The Mohawks stood on the sides of the gulf like 
statues of bronze, gazing on the marvellous scene. The 
officers on parole who were in pursuit of game, came in from 
above. While Cuffee and his crew were perched like crows 
on the high trees outside of all. They were rooks in a gal- 
lery of nature. 

The now unveiled and chief actor gave a glance of grim 
satisfaction around him, saying, " One of us must die. Surely, 
the brave Clifford, whose praises have been sunsby the belles 
of St. James; will not show the white feather ! x ou coward I 
you seducer, you ingrate, can you not be provoked ; can the 
blood of the proUd Clifford not start at the epithet coward !" 

The petrified and quivering sinner at this leaped as if he 
had been stung, and looking up, he cried with a husky voice, 
*' It shall never be said of Clifford that he feared death at the 
hand of any man : I am ready." 

The two combatants stood at the extremes of that stage ; 
the Indians on one side, and the women on the other, so that 
the balls must pass between them. Elsie grasped her pistol 
tighter, for she had a terrible purpose in her mind, in the 
event of one falling. Margaret bent forward from her seat, 
so steadily, that her plumes did not quiver ; but the pious 
Angelica hid her face in earnest prayer, as she thought of an 
immortal soul passing in blood to the presence of the Great 
Judge.- The red men dilated their eyes to the utmost, but 
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Blood in an evident transjfbrt of expectation that showed au 
inward pleasure, whatever might be the result. 

The deadly weappns were raised : a flash and a report, and 
a fidl. It was the conscience-stricken CliflEbrd. Calderwood 
ran forward with his sword drawn, for he feared the treachery 
of the deceiver ; but he soon found that it was needless, for 
the ball had struck the right arm below the shoulder, shatter- 
ing the bone. 

"I bargained for nothing less than life," said the enraged 
Calderwood. • Confess to be a liar or die. The steel is at 
your throat.*' 

" Never I never !" was the bitter reply of the vanquished 
but still unhumbled man. The foot of the victor was on his 
breast, and the weapon ready for the last plunge, when it 
was thrust aside by a powenul ai-m from behind. It was 
Brandt, attracted by the reports of the pistols, and just in 
time to save the life of his companion in arms. 



CHAPTER X. 

fawn's leap. 

** For my part I would rather kin the lips I love, than dance with all the graces of 
Greece, after bathing themselves In the spring of Parnassus. Flesh and blood for me^ 
with an aogel in the inside. **--STJauiB*8 Tbatkls. • 

While the grand tragedy recorded in the last chapter was 
acting, the spectators, as if spell-bound, stood waiting the 
issue. A conmion feeling of horror and surpiise pervaded 
all. It was one of those seasons when the mind grasps 
the whole at a glance, the daring, the danger and the 8ul>- 
limity of the position which the young lady had taken, and 
where she sat with such grace and majesty. The other 
figures in the foreground were ranged according to their 
place. But the fear entertained by all, lest the fatal leap 
might be taken, overwhelmed every other emotion. 
f Every one w^s relieved and drew a deep breath when the 
danger was past. The villainous pursuer had &llen, and 
they had time to follow out the doings of the rest. The 
most prominent were four men dressed in the assunied Indian 
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garb : one of tliom without any previous waminof, seized the 
vile Kiskataam with a vigor and skill that nearly overcame 
l^ira at once. But that traitor was no common enemy. The 
savago saw that the cup of death was put to his lips and he 
resolved to sell his life dear, and then enter the council hall 
of his fathers in company. So, measuruig the gulf toward 
which he was rolling in the deatii grip of Bertram, he deter- 
mined to draw over the young Englishman with him if he 
must fall himself. Seeing that the lady from her seat had 
now recognized her lover, he gave a fiendish smile of delight 
at the agony she was undergoing. It seemed impossible 
to elude the fate which the Indian aimed at, and which Ber- 
tram in his eagerness to punish, did not see. Like a young 
lion twisted around by a Serpent, the sailor felt the coil hbout 
his body, but with a sailor's skill, springing suddenly upon 
bis feet, he brought up the red man, who received as sud- 
denly the grip and throw of a practised wrestler, bringing 
him to the hard rock with a crash that made him feel as if 
every bone in his body was broken : before he had time to 
recover his scattered senses he was bound hand and foot, and 
left lying on his back with a stoical indifference, waiting for 
his fate, which he saw was now sealed. 

During these fierce combats the minds of both MSirgaret 
and Elsie were wrought up to the highest tension. A 
double beat of the heart indeed was felt by both as the four 
young men- leaped on the stage of action, disguised in their 
Indian garb ; for then they really deemed their tiime had 
come ; but the quick eye of Elsie soon discovered that Ten- 
nis was present, and she knew instinctively that he had 
brought friends with him. 

" Courage, ray lady," was her piercing whisper, •* deliver- 
ance has come at last ; but let us stand still till the battle is 
over and render help if we can." 

And there they remained fixed till Kiskataam was 
conquered. Clarence had rushed forward to the tree on 
which his now agitated sister stood, pale, as death. The 
blood ran to her heart, as she fell nearly fainting in her 
brother^s arms. Tennis showed 'no sluggishness now, for, 
leaping to the side of Elsie, he grasped her round the waist 
as if afraid of her being taken from him, imprinting a kiss 
that was not unheard, amidst even that tumult, and which she 
returned as warmly ; but it was followed by as hard a slap of 
the hand on the cheek of her lover which made it glow a 
whole hour afterward. 
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" A pretty kindereen yon are, Teunis, to leave two help- 
less women folks npon the hills." 

•' Elshie I Elshie !" said the overwhelmed Angelica. " Ye 
kcncn nae dat de kind lad was liken to cfo out of himself on 
de day dat he lost tee on de hill ; sae hold ty peace, and he 
tankfuU for all our mercies." 

During this little hyplay, which even in the times of the 
greatest commotion will he played out, Bertram and Clar- 
ence were hending over Margaret, who, soon recovering 
from the ^hock of this sudden deliverance, opened her eyes, 
fearfully looking into the face of Bertram, lest all might he a 
deception. The latter dropped a few warm tears such as a 
heroic heart will send forth when love returas fond glances 
as it did here. The kiss of affection was freely given to hoth 
brother and lover. 

The guilty Clifford sat where he saw the whole. Writh- 
ijig in his pride and remorse, wounded and defeated, he 
turned himself away from the sight, gnashing his teeth with 
rage and pain like what we may suppose Satan to have felt 
when he saw our first parents in the midst of their happi- 
ness. 

There was a lull in the tempest, and the late busy actors 
were eiijoying the benefit of the quiet, waiting for the com- 
mand of some master ; no one exactly knew whom, for as 
yet they had been thrown together as by chance. An under- 
hand movement there must have been, which had succeeded 
it is true, but the very skillfulness of the operator had nearly 
imdone the whole. An hour sooner or later would have 
changed the face of things. The dangerous experiment there- 
fore of allowing the denoilment to come out m a public dis- 
play, was moie worthy of a playwright than of a wise man, 
who never waits for a better chance, when he has an almost 
certain issue. The man who arranged the plot might have 
delivered these fugitive women a day sooner, but having 
ulterior views of revenge, he tempted that Providence, who, 
notwithstanding his ra3i folly^ crowned his schema with suc- 
cess. 

Calderwood, as he was now known to all, was in earnest 
cotincil with Brandt, whose mind was evidently yielding to 
what was presented to him. A piece of parchment, such as 
bears the commission of an officer in the army of Great 
Biitain, was held out to the Mohawk, while the other hand, 
with earnest gesticulations, was pointing to the several parties 
within sight, as if he were expounding to the mind of the. 
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puzzled Indian some point of difficulty. All at once the face 
of the red man shot forth a fierce light. He saw that he had • 
been imposed upon, and coming forward to the p|lace where 
Margaret sat, still arrayed in her queenly robes, he smiled 
and looked from her to the eagle that perched above her on . 
the tree. Gazing on the bii'd, he folded his arms, absorbed 
in thought; then cast a glance at his own form, which a 
reader of nature would have intei-pretcd to mean, "We are 
the true children of the Great Spirit." 

" Does the Fawn wish her bird to cross the big water 
when she goes to the green fields of the great Father 
George ?" This was said evidently with the intention of 
drawing out ^something else than a bare answer about the 
eagle. 

" No, Great Chief; the bird shall be set at liberty when I 
go from here, if my will be law ; 1/ love England, and he 
loves his mountain home. He is screaming for his mate ; I 
have found," she was almost saying — mine ; but stopping in 
the midst of the sentence, she sprang again into the tree, and 
Adding Elsie look, she loosened the string that bound the legs 
of Aurelius, stroked his noble neck down with her hand, while 
he returned her fondness by rising to his full height. Feel- 
ing himself at liberty, he rose on his wings, as they spread at 
their full length. For a moment he hung over the deep lin, 
then slowly rising, he soared away to his mountain home. 

As he ascended, and until he was nearly out of sight, not 
a word was spoken by any one, when the Mohawk turned on 
Mafgaret the look of peiiect approbation, saying : 

" The Fawn shall be Brandt's sister, for her love to his 
brother, in setting him at liberty ; she will wear this, and be 
one of the Mohawk wise squaws." With that, as she descended, 
he put a silver pin in her blanket robe, having a shell at- 
attached to it. He moved back to where Calderwood waited 
for him, and as he passed the place where Clifford sat, he 
gave him one of those looks of contempt which only an In- 
dian can put on. , ^ 

" The tongue of the big waiTior folds in two," said he.^ 
"The Fawn is the kid of the king's Clinton." 

By this time the true and the disguised Indians had come 
in, and were lying all around, \^aiting the will of their chief. 
The hunt was past, and had ended so entirely different from 
the expectations of all, that their minds were in wonder at 
what should next come up, when suddenly the chief Mohawk 
etai'ted to his feet, and all his tribe seemed to have risen at 
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the same moment. Their quick ears had discerned their 
o\vn war-whoop swelling over the hills and the glens, till it 
reached them. Tlien came the repeated reports of fire-arms, 
declaring that a skiimish was taking place not far off, which 
demanded the presence of the leader. Brandt, without 
further warning, shouted his war-cry, followed by the united 
voices of hb men around him, till the rocks and the dells 
sent back the sounds doubled, and redoubled, as if the de- 
parted spii-its of ten thousand warnors were raised from 
their slumbers by the call, to repeat the music they loved so 
well, once more amidst the scenes of former glory. 

In a moment Brandt had cut the bark that bound Kiska- 
taam's ankles and wrists ; ordering him to hfe feet, he put 
him under a guard of his own men, who drove him off befoi-e 
them at full speed. Then pointing Clifford to the westward, 
he said, or seemed to say, there is now your only chance of 
escape ; the bad man did not hesitate, for though fainting 
through loss of blood, and suffeiing from the spiculse of 
the bone in the flesh, he was forced into motion. Leaving 
the foi-mer companions of his proud days more like a pri- 
soner than a colonel of his majesty's troops, and the com- 
mander of Fort Niagara. He had no tilternative but to go, 
ibr the looks of scorn and contempt that met him withered 
his soul ; yet still, -with the proud step of the soldier, he 
walked off with the Mohawk. 

After the coast was clear, and none were left except the 
Clintons and their attendants, they looked round on one 
another, as if a feeling of forsakenness had come over them, 
and that some one was expected to take the command. 

" Where is our captain, Gabriel?" was the cry of more 
than one^ That fiithful followQr had singled out, as the 
special object of his vengeance, the mean caitiff, Shan- 
daagan, whose fear had early in the fray got the mastery of 
his desires. • While the attention of the company were en- 
gaged by the conflict between the sailor and the chief^ the 
parasite minion slunk away behind the scenes, taking the bed 
x)f the stream as his road of retreat. Gabriel, who perceived 
his motions, and knew him of old, pursued after him in hot 
haste. The Indian, who knew the path better than the pale* 
lace, and who had not endured quite so much fatigue as the 
otlier, was soon out of sight, leaving the crest-fallen Sopuso- 
nian without a laurel to carry away of this great victory. 

" We are about moving,'' said Bertram, " and were be- 
ginning to fear that the cannibals had eaten you up. * Better 
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tlie end of a feast than the beginning of a &ght.' Yon know 
the glutton's proverb." 

" Yes, sir, but not the maxim that rules you, judging from 
the hearty, good will with which you encountered that red 
rascal. But hark ! there is the Dominie and his congregated 
iiroops, on the rear of the Mohawk. Gracious heaven, there 
must be hot work there, if guns speak the truth to-day." 

"I am off," said Tenuis, "to help the Dominie. He 
helped me and mine, and Martin Schuyler is one of the 
captives." 

" I will lose an arm in his defence," said Clarence. " Brave 
soul that he is, with all his oddity." 

"And I am with you," said Gabriel. "Let the sailor 
navigate the ship now. Carry your passengers to port, 
Elsie wiU be your pilot ; and let us all meet, if we can settle 
tins aflBsdr, at the Flat Rock, before sundown." 



CHAPTER XL 

A BBIDGB OF OOLD FOB AN BNBHY'S BETBBAT. 

** A wolf peeping Into » hat where a company were regaling themaelyes with a Joint of 
mnttonf exclaimed : * Lord, what a clamour these men would haye raised had they 
caught me at such a banquet.* "— iBsop. 

The plan adopted by the Dominie's party had been scrupu- 
lously carried out, and at the same time so secretly, that not 
a rumor of their approach had reached the cam^ of the Mo- 
hawks. Their reverend leader had two objects in his mind : 
Firstly^ as he would have said himself, to prevent any com- 
munication between the North and the South through 
Brandt's lud. It was reported that the lady sp^ was a young 
man in .woman's apparel, Who had succeeded in makins his 
escape by the way of the Round Top. Every member of the 
Consistory present said " he must oe prevented.'* " The he 
jade," said the roused pastor; " we must skin her this time,** 

" Aye, aye, minister," said Grant ; " skin for skin, as the 
Scripture says ; and fegs, sir, your name is Skinniman ; but 
it's no easy putten saut on a mouse's tail." 

" We must keep the rascal from getting on board the shipx 
and secondly^ my brethren, deliverance of the captives. F 
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we can drive the savages back, well and good after that ; let 
us try.'* 

There were some who insinuated concerning the officers on 
parole, as if they were on a pretended hunt ; but the Domi- 
nie would not allow a word to be spoken against their honor ; 
and when any one whispered suspicion of* Clarence, the good 
man got so angry th^t all were glad to hold their peace ex- 
cept Mat Van iJeusen, who wanted to know more of those 
" paper things that had such power," 

As to Clarence, who did not appear till the close of the 
chase, there was before him a danng course, which he did 
not hesitate to pursue. He entered into the circle that morn- 
ing, resolved to follow the chief robber, and either thwart 
him or die. The attention of Clifford was early arrested to the 
movements of his mysterious countiyman. The experienced 
soldierly air of the youth, who held his head up so fiimly, and 
the manner in which he stepped from stone to turf, put him on 
the alert. Perhaps the features of Clarence might recall an 
image discovered by his conscience of late in his dreams: 
a face which he was impelled to follow, though it spoke of 
vengeance. Once he was upon the point of demanding of 
Clarence who he was, and why he followed him, when some 
call in the chase diverted him from his present aim. When 
the Tiunters made their. first stop, the two did not meet in the 
bed of the cascade. During the second part of the chase, 
Clarence was not so successful in keeping Clifford in view. 
That wily sinner had more persons to watch than one. The 
two Indians, Kiskataam and his foil, had made a sudden turn 
around the comer of a rodk, and being suspicious of treachery 
during these two days past, Clifford Allowed them at full 
speed, coming up to them just in time to take the captive out 
of their hands, and. to meet his own reward. When Clifford 
and Clarence did meet, it was to scowl that fierce frown, 
which proud men, whether victors or defeated, send out upon 
each other, when hate bums freely, but which passed over 
Clarence's face the moment he saw his sister safely out of the 
traitor's hands. 

The division under Van Vechten fell back, so as to release 
the captives taken off by force from the Vlaits, while that 
under Salisbury drew away to the west, so as to intercept the 
Mohawk on his retreat. The moment he perceived the 
treachery of Clifford, and found out that Miss Clinton, whom 
they had been waiting for so long, was not the daughter of 
the rebel Clinton, but of the great soldier, his men were 
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ordered to the west through Katrina Montour's country. 
The red men, impatient of delay, were already on the road, 
and their chief only remaining behind that his mind might be 
fully satisfied, when the war-whoop of his tribe was sounded 
with the nona — retreat. 

Salisbury, who had posted his men on the side of a rising 
ground, which looked to the southwest, lay down, quietly 
waiting the van of the enemy. The orders were, " do not 
rise till the party has passed at least half through ; then take 
him in the flank. Keep your ears open for the word." 

The Dominie, who came up to this party, after surveying 
their position, insisted that the space before them gave the 
Indians too good a chance for keeping clear of the ambua- 
cade, and that they would be discovered before the main 
body came forward. " I am for giving the scoundrels a 
bridge of gold to retreat by, but not quite so wide as that." 
The reverend pastor was right. Some impatient, undis- 
ciplined miUtia-man gave aloud call to a comrade just as the 
Indians were turning the angle of the hill, when a pause was 
ordered, and a wide sweep taken ; bulking among the trees 
and by the knolls, Salisbury ordered one volley, but the bul- 
lets fell short of the aim. The rest was a scattering fight, 
with the exception of a show of battle ; but when Brandt him- 
self came up, the skirmish was a mere frolic. The moment 
that chief appeared, the blood of the Dominie rose so that 
it took all the force of the company to restrain him. 

" Let me alone if you will not help. Don't you see the 
heathen tiger there, how he stalks before us, with as much 
assurance as GoUath did with his greaves of brass and his 
weaver's beam. Let me give him one stone at least, I tell you, 
from the back of that tree on the other side of the valley. -I 
may bring him down and revenge the country for the blood 
he has shed at Cherry Valley and Wyoming." 

** Yes, but Dominie, he will send that tomahawk of his 
through your skull before you load again ; and you are too 
heavy to run fast." This was said by the captain, with a 
sly wink to the rest. 

" Stop there, you bloody pagan, till I get one shot at you," 
shouted out the earnest man ; and lirtth that he let fly, but 
his mark had a tree between him and the muzzle before the 
trigger was drawn. Well was it for him, for the aroused 
minister was a good shot, and the ball sank into the trunk oi 
the tree. Brandt, to show that he did not despise the black 
coat and cocked hat, came out suddenly and returned the 

19* 
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fire, sp that the bullet whizzed over the mark, but withoat 
injury. 

"Come out from that, you skulking red-skinned mur- 
derer,** the Dominie roared out at the fuU pitch of his voice, 
" and let me have as good a chance, and see if you ever 
reach the Mohawk flats again.'* 

By this time the Indians had succeeded in finding their 
way by the bed of the stream that i-uns by the foot of the 
hill, and it would have been folly to follow, more especially 
as all the prisoners, with the exception of Elder Abiel and 
his son, had been recaptured by the reserve under the com- 
mand of Grant. That eccentric mortal, on the watch for a 
chance to distinguish himself, came upon the enemy*s rear at 
the time of the surpnse produced by the sudden appearance 
of Salisbury, and carried off Martin Schuyler, with others, in 
triumph. The guard set over the captives were some of 
their disguised neighbors, who, justly dreading the wrath 
which would come on them, now that their cause was lost, 
ran in double quick time away from vengeance. 

" Tak care o' thae puir captives there," Grant roared out, 
" a deel's dozen o' you ; let the rest o' you follow me after 
thae fause guissards, deceitful Ipons that they are. Were I 
but within ten yards o' them, if I would na pepper their 
doups for them — 'Dredge their drodem,' as my granny, 
honest woman, used to say.** 

All this time the big brawny fellow was running ftt the 
head of his party, uttering all kinds of speeches against the 
heads and hearts of the renegades before him, till he got aif 
near to some of them as was safe for himself, he being actu- 
ally alone, when there were half a dozen of the terrified fiilse 
, faces turned upon him in desperation. For the time he for- 
got that a mean fox, when earthed in his hole, will snarl and 
bite the largest mastiff. One figure, who turned out to be 
the town tailor, wheeling round in terror, plunged a knife into 
the fleshy part of the Scotchman's arm, and nearly succeeded 
in giving Grant his last lesson. 

" You miserable neer-do-weel,'^ said Grant, '' is that the 
way you meet your neebors in the woods that have come 
sae far, and at sic expense, to see you ?" 

So taking the frightened artist by the nape of the neck 
and the seat of his breeches, he shook him with a force 
which made his teeth chatter and his eyes to start out of 
their sockets. 

" Tak that, you limpin limb o» hungry humanity, and see 
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• if you can leani to behave yoursel at hame instead of here, 
shewen your campsie grey claith." And with that he 
renewed the shake, till the tailor, in an ague fit of horror that 
made every hair stand on end, screamed out : 

" Mercy, mercy, Hughie Grant ; let me go, and Pll be as 
true a Whig as ever breathed, all my life long.'* 

" Mercy, indeed," said the other, " after you've tried to 
, put that whittle up to the heft in my brisket bane. You see 
by that bluid I'innin there what your bodkin has done, you 
iause loon. I'll tear the garment aff you, as Ahijah did the 
son o' Jeroboam, and send you hame to clip the tails aff 
lice." 

And with that he put his great fingers up, to the throat of 
the tailor, stripping him from head to heel of all his Indian 
garb, then taking whatever steel was in the dress, he left him 
to buckle on what was left of it, while he ran in search of 
other renegades. 

But it was every man for himself there on that day. The 
place was favorable for hiding, and the few that were caught 
were punished on the spot, if worth punishment, or suffered 
to inm out of the way, lest they should know them and be 
obliged to notice who they were. Some followed in the trail 
of Brandt, afraid to return. 

On Grant's going back to his party, he met the Elder 
Abiel, together with his son, walking westward at full speed, 
as if* retreating. The Scotchman, confounded at the sight, 
came up to them, saying, in his broadest style of speech : 

• " Whare the warl are you gaun noo, Mr. Abiel ? One 
ihight think you had got eneuch o' the hill, by this time, to 
mak' you turn your face the ither way." 

" I am running after Brandt," said the old man, sorrow-, 
fully. " I am afraid I shall not get up to him. David, here, 
will follow me, though he is not obliged to go. See if you 
can get hirti to return back with you. We can be both ill 
spared from home in these times." 

"What does this mean?" the Scotchman cried out, 
scarcely comprehending what he heard. " Are you gaen fey ? 
Tell me, Dauvit, for you seem to have some sense left." 

Abiel's son, to whom this appeal was made, said, in a 
gi'outy way, that the whole company had had the chance of 
escaping that morning, had it not been for his father. 

" When I awakened," said he, " the Mohawks were asleep 
ev€ry man of them, their arms all stacked against a tree. I 
whispered, now is our time, when dad just raised his head. 
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looking round, and, as he lay down, said he would not do 
that for all King George's dominions. Some nice freak of 
what he calls honor. For all that, where he goes I go, 
though it should be to the gallows." , 

*' David," said the Elder, " do not speak in that way, else 
I will command you to return. Here is the Dominie coming, 
I will leave it to him." 

That earnest leader of the camp of Israel had, after his 
own personal combat with the big Mohawk, all but forced 
Salisbury and his party back from pursuing the enemy. 
Thoiigh his own blood was so hot that he was ready to meet 
Bi*andt, or anything else on the open field, he was too cautious 
a man not to see the folly and the danger of attempting to in- 
tercept or pursue an Indian' aimy, under such a leader, far 
into the wilds. For with all this prudence, he had no small 
idea of his own knowledge of military affairs, derived from 
an extensive reading in ancient and modern histoiy, which he 
was apt to quote a little too freely, and in the circum- 
tances of the times — ^laughably. 

He was laying down the laws of war to Salisbury in his 
loudest tones, with his usually violent gestures; the latter 
impatiently listening to what he thought he knew better than 
the reverend soldier. As they both came along side by side, 
they were seen by the others who were waiting for them. 
The Dominie, in no hurry now, riding as he was, a favorite 
hobby, came on striding over the narrow bridle path — ^for he 
was what jockeys call, a wide traveller — stopping every tenth 
. step, putting his broad body in the irritated captain's way, - 
who had been robbed of a share in the laurels won. 

'' "i! ou see, Billy, you were nearly caught in the woods like 
Absalom : you and your men would have been cats' meat to 
these savages. You see, Billy, when the Trojans and the 
Greeks fought with each other, the one had the goddess of 
wisdom, Minerva, on their side, and the other, Mars. Had I 
gone with you, then it would have had these two, and we 
might, with God's help, as I always write on all my prescrip- 
tions, have prevailed'. But, Billy, I could not do anything 
without your arm ; nor could you do without my coimsel." 

" That may all be true. Dominie," said the person lectured; 
" but when a man is taunted with cowardice, he is willing to 
throw all on the chance of proving his courage." > 

" Poh I is it there where the pain lies ? You are no coward 
man, if that will please you ; and that you have not had Ulys- 
ses by your side, is not your fault. You are Hector himseh, 
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only had you but chosen that narrow passage oil this side 
of where you planted your men, you could have riddled those 
red skins, so that they would have fallen like the soldiers of 
Xerxes at the straits of Thermopylae ; and we would have 
hailed you like another Leonidas this day, bearing you back 
on our shields in triumph. That would have been something 
to be proud of. But what have we here ? My own honest 
brother, Elder Abiel, once more free I God be praised, that 
our war has not been in vain. We shall have a day of thanks- 
giving for this blessing, were it for nothing else. My right 
arm is restored to me." 

*' Nae sae fast, minister," said Grant ; " the Elder says that 
he is on his way to Neaugra. He's neither to hand nor 
to bind, willy illy." 

"What is the meaning of this?" was the really anxious 
inquiry of the Dominie, who feared that the mind of his 
friend had suffered in his captivity. " Surely you cannot bo 
so taken up with a heathen's company, that you should prefer 
it to the fellowship of the saints." 

The Elder only shook his head, for his heart was full. 
David, his son, took it up by saying that his " father had 
taken it into his head, that he was bound in honor to Brandt, 
for some kindness he had shown to him, and he was now on 
the road to offer himself up." 

" Let us hear," was the alarmed Dominie's words, " what 
is that point of honor that makes you so sensitive ; for it must 
be very clear and strong before I will consent to such a loss 
♦ as Garret Abiel. Our labor and our blood must not be thrown . 
away in vain." 

Grant, who had been impatiently waiting for a chance to 
put in a word, hastened here to say, " that's true, minister ; I 
am for carrying the Elder back. We are strong enough, a' hands 
of us, and though we read in the second book of Samuel, 
the twentieth chapter, and the aughteenth verse, if I'm na 
mistaen, that they were wont to speak in old times, saying 
' ihey will surely ask counsel of Abel,' and so they ended the 
matter ; I'm thinkin' it waa'na this Elder Abiel, for they were 
not sae'foolish as to put themseli^ into the hands of the Phil- 
istines." 

The Dominie who stood perfectly confounded at the posi- 
tion of the-Elder's affairs, looked Grant in the face all the 
time he spoke, seemingly thinking on something else, and 
not conscious of anything that was said by the Scot, at the 
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close drew a long breath, repeating his own words, " all our 
labor in vain, and what a loss !" 

" Yes, minister, I've just been reflecten," said Grant, " that 
this M^ee fecht o' ours is waur to us than the battle o' the 
Shirra muir was ; whare a neebur o' my toon lost his faither 
and his mither, and a gude braid swomd that was worth 
them baith. What think you o' that?" 

The good man smiled. In other circumstances lie would 
have laughed aloud ; but turning to the Elder, he desired a 
full account of his pledge given to the Mohawk ; which when 
he heard, he sighed and said : 

" I am sorry ; and I am rejoiced. We must part for the 
present. Such honor is not seen but in the tru^-hearted ; and 
God shall reward it. Proud am I this day. Your exanjple 
will weigh heavier than the hills ; and what is best of all, our 
cood Dutch Church is represented in you this day, and the 
lame thereof will go far among the Gentiles even unto the 
ends of the earth." 

The Elder here held out his hand firmly, which the Domi- 
nie grasped, taking off his hat as all did, feeling that an act 
of devotion was to follow ; for the good pastor poured out 
a most fervent prayer, ending with the apostohc benediction 
in Dutch : De genade pmes JBeeren Jesiea Christus zij fne$ 
uwen geest ! Amen.^^ 

*' Now, David, see that you watch over your old father ; 
and watch every chance for escape. Don^t forget your cate- 
chism, and the canons. There is a copy for you ; have it all 
on your tongue's end, when you come back ; and you can 
re^d the marriage service now and thenj and I'll join Susy 
Myers and you together. Keep up a good spirit." 

" Oh, yes," said Grant, who was always ready, '^ a stoot 
heart to a stay brae ; faint heart never gamed fair lady." 

The two companions parted here, the Abiels with a white 
handkerchief on the top of a pole as a flag of truce in case 
of accidents on the wAy to the camp of the Indians, and the 
Dominie to the Flat Rock, where all were gathering prepara- 
tory to their descent down the mountain side. Already the 
chief persons were assembled, and waiting the decision of 
some controlling power. Bertram and Clarence, agreeably 
to their intentions at the outset of their ' adventure, had 
with the assistance of Gabriel kindled three fires^ south of 
the pine orchard, as the signal of success to the ship that 
lay along the shore waiting. Just at the moment when tho 
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Dominie had reached the verge of the cliff and looked to- 
ward the moon there came forth the reverberations of can 
non thrice repeated, as answers to the flame that rose from 
their fires. Then came up as many Roman candles burning 
clear, and shooting out sparks brilliant as star dust. These 
attracted the different classes to whom the sight of fireworks 
was a new thing. 

By and by, when all supposed these rejoicings over for the 
time, lights of different colors were seen to sprejid from 
prow to stern of the sliip, till she seemed to stand out upon 
the darkened sky, a fiery image of some terrible . being, 
ready to mount on wings. They who were ignorant of how 
all that was produced stood in amazement, not unmixed with 
terrier. The name of that vessel was one that created fear 
all along the river ; and recent occurrences had not served 
to allay these fears. The Clintons, however, saw in that 
brilliant object, the signal of joyful enthusiasm in which tha 
whole ship's crew united as one man. 

" I can hear," said Bertram, " their hearty cheers ; I am 
sure of it. The voices of four hundred men can be heard 
that short distance. There again." 

"You imagine. Cousin Bertram," was Clarence's cooler 
word. " You may as well say that you see them ; but by 
George I do see them crowding the deck. There, take the 
glass and see for youraelf." 

" I see no men," said the sailor, \vho looked with a sea- 
man's eye ; " but there, I see our initials hung out in flam- 
ing characters, B. M. C." 

The. other companies viewed the illuminated vessel with 
different feelings, and it would not serve any good purpose 
to record these in detail. The^ Dominie was impatient to 
be gone, as the next day was the Sabbath, and he must be 
at ms post. ^ As many as chose to encamp for the night, had 
the opportunity, as the booths erected by Brandt's army 
3till stood, and the embers still smoldered on the fire-places, 
where they had been burning during the week. 

"But for my part," said the stout-hearted minister, "I 
would rather be in my own roost beside my careful hen, 
than lie here under the stars high above my head, where the 
hawk and the eagle have their nest so near me. Let poets 
say what they, please of such sublimities." 

Grant as usual put his word in, saying : " Ane might 8U}> 
pose when they he^r you preach, that the higher up and 
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the nearer to that terrible crystal, the better for the health 
o' the spirit. That's to say when you get into your taun- 
drums." 

" All true, Grant, and proper enough to be said at the 
right time, but I hope," and here the good man's voice 
quivered a little, " I hope I may die in my nest ; I have no 
wish just at this moment to mount to heaven from this foot- 
stool. You captains must lead the men home according to 
your best wisdom. I shall leave my nag here for the use of 
the young lady ; I can get one at the bottom of the hill 
from Hanshee Goetchius." 

With this the Dominie left. Tom had been sent away an 
hour before with orders to go straight to the parsonage, so 
that all might be in readiness there for strangers. Another 
messenger had been sent secretly to the ship so that nothing 
remained but to linisli what had so far made such good 
progress. 

" Where did you leave your master, you cowardly scoun- 
drel," was the first salutation of the anxious Yfvrow, " that 
you have come skulking home like a fox that has lost its tail 
m a trap ?" 

"Leab massal" was Tom's astonished answer. "Me 
neber leab massa ; hira leab Tom shooting de big Indian and 
Kii^ Cuffee. He I he I he !" 

Whether it was Tom or the Dominie that shot Brandt, 
she could not make out to this day ; but this did not prevent 
her ordering a couple of sheep, and fowls in proportion, to 
be killed, so that she might be prepared for a company, 
" like another Abigail," as Grant said. 



CHAPTER XH. 

TEARS AND SMILES, 

♦The joy of grief." 

Ossiiir. 



Towards midnight, under the guidance of Tennis, the 
whole party found their way to the parsonage. On the road, 
oJd Martin, in the graXivtwd^ of his heart, yielded to the plea 
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of the Tory's son ; and Elsie, in the warmth of her long^her- 
ished affection, consented to be a bride on the next day: " It 
would," she said, " make Miss Clinton so happy before they 
parted." 

Agreeably to the command of the Doipinie, the two maid- 
ens were put under the charge of the 'Y^ow, who, with 
true maternal prudence, merely kissed them both, bidding 
them good-night in the sleeping chamber to which she con- 
veyed them. Their sleep was that of youth and health, after 
undergoing perils on the heights, peiils in depths, and perils 
in the wilderness. Weary and overcome with their exertion 
of body and of mind, they had sunk into a deep slumber, 
which continued till the sun was far up in the heavens. Mar- 
garet dreamed all night of the dangers and of the deliverances 
of the past week : the one class of images mingling so with 
the other, it would have been difficult to iave disentwined 
them. A prominent figure in the foreground was an eagle 
that ffrew in her sight large as a ship ; its wings spreading out 
till they became sails, by wl\ich the vessel moved fleetly on 
the waves, as she. had seen a sea-gull playing in a storm. On 
the head of the glorious creature was a biiQiant jewel 
that glowed like a crown of bright flame. All round the 
points of the wings were lamps that hung like lambent fringes, 
and were so soft, that though she had taken a seat between 
these wings, the fire did not scorch her in the least,' as the 
eagle sailed down the broad river, with Bertram on one 
side and Clarence on the other ; guiding their ship as they 
might a chariot of fire on the land, which went as she willed. 
It was sometimes land, and then water. All at once the ves- 
sel, winged as it was, hung over the gulf below the Falls, 
where they had found refuge. The spars seemed so fine, and 
the hull so transparent, that the appearance was more magical 
than real. The ropes were threads of yellow light, and the 
waving ensign, a sheet of red flame, as the ground, on which 
were intermingled the lion of England among united stars.r 
At that instant, in her sleep, she. heard a»cry, and saw her 
cruel enemy near her on the height above. Here she leaped 
into the airy ship, and sailed away above the clouds, when 
the joyful sailors fired off their artiUeiy, giving out cheers of 
gladness and continued huzzas. 

At this moment the enraptured maiden awoke ; nor was it 
all a dream. . Some of the youthful crew outside, noisy in their 
mirth, Sabbath though it was, were celebrating the evento * 
which gave the elder portion of the population such pleasure. 
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They had succeeded hi firing off a small canon, which of 
itseu was a great feat, and worthy of their vocal music. The 
twd young women, recovering their scattered senses, looked 
in each other's £ices and smiled. Margaret calmly kissed 
her friend, as tears filled the eyes of both — tears of gratitude 
to God and of love for one another. 

"We are here and safe," said Elsie; "let us thank 
the Great Deliverer, and be ready for whatever else may 
come." 

" And next to him who has delivered me, I owe all to my 
dear £lsie, who took her life in her hand for me, a stranger, 
and the daughter of one who is the " 

** Say no more of that. Miss Clinton ; there is a Providence 
which overrules all these events; and now that they arc 
transpired, I would not have them in a different foim than 
they are at this moment, though it may sound strange to 
you." 

" Some good thing is about to happen then to my own 
Elsie." 

"Yes, Miss Clinton, Tennis will be mine. An event I 
never expected to see ; my father is reconciled to him, and I 
am as happy as a young maiden can be. All has come out of 
your captivity, so that I am as much released as you can be." 
Here ELsie hid her fiice on Margaret's bosom. 

" That is your own good heart speaking that has cheered 
me so long: for it seems so long smce we becanfe known to 
each other, that it sounds strange to me to hear my brother 
say we must be at the ship to-morrow." 

" Yes," said the thoughtfiil Elsie ; " you return to your 
home, and I remain at mine ; and our expeiience of trouble 
will not be lost, if we both fill our places the better that we 
have been at school up among the mountains. But, hark, 
there is the honi of warning to rise. There is more to be 
done this day than you have dreamed of; nor could you guess 
though you were to try all day." 

The countenance of Elsie, while it retained its usual quiet 
soberness, was more cheerful than it had been for some time ; 
showing that pleasant thoughts were passing over the zenith 
of her heaven ; and yet there was no levity nor trifling in her 
demeanor. Her conversation was as lively — more lively t' an 
ever, but intermixed with sage maxims which she hAd 
heard and stored up in the past ; and while the experience 
t)f tbe high-bred English maiden was • gained in a far dil- 
fynab iohool, yet the results to both at this hour were not 
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unlike ; showing thjit virtue is eternal and unchangeable ; im- 
pressed upon the soul within, and not upon the body 
without. 

" But," continued Elsie, " you must not suppose that my 
heart is any lighter, though I smile in your face this morn- 
ing: like the keystone of an arch, I am firmer and stronger 
the heavier my responsibilities are becoming ! Ha ! but here 
is something that will interest us." 

With these words the country girl drew out into the mid- 
dle of the floor a strong hairy trunk, studded with brass 
nails, and bound with iron, such as English travellers take 
with them to foreign countries. Margaret soon expressed 
her surprise ; for it was the very chest which she herself had 
carefully packed with what she intended to wear on this 
jouniey to Ulster. Her wonderment was how it could pos- 
sibly be on that floor, when she left it last Sabbath morning ^ 
in iier little cabin. Had she been told by her old Scotch ' 
nurse that some kind fairy had brought it hither, she was 
likely to have believed her. The truth must be told here. 
Bertram hac} secretly made a journey to the ship during the 
niglit ; and tliis among other matters was a result of his inter- 
view with his uncle and aunt. The day was to be spent in 
this inland village, where in gratitude to the good man who 
had aided them so efiiciently, and in pure friendship for Elsie, 
Miss Clinton was to be allowed to remain. The dresses 
which the chest contained were sent, so that she might ap- 
pear worthy of her name and place in society. Other gar- 
ments lay there folded, which were intended for the daugh- 
ter of Martin Schuyler, who, as the relative of the noble man 
at Albany, felt as dignified as a queen, and must be arrayed 
that day " in as handsome a manner as becomes her stand- 
ing." So the proud 'Yfvrow said to her careful spouse be- 
fore she went to bed that night. 

The two damsels were soon into the mysteries of drcs-^ing. 
Elsie had worn the gown she had on, the night she left 
Hoogenhuiseu, and Margaret had not thought alter being 
caught in her parti-colored blanket, of changing it for 
another. Once afterward at a masquerade in Fortheringame 
Castle, England, did she appear as an Indian Queen. The 
blanket was kept among the choicest treasures of her gay 
wardrobe. 

At the breakfast table both the visitors were welcomed 
by their host and hostess; the lady giving them the 
warm embrace of a mother, while .the Dominie with dignity 
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and paternal voice bade them welcome, handing them at the 
same time to chairs by his side. 

Margaret felt the blood tingling through her veins as she 
sat down reflecting that she was now in the presence of the 
man whom she had learned to respect, by what she had 
heard of him. With all her experience of the world and of 
different companies, she was not without anxiety as to the 
result of this interview with one whose sentiments she knew 
must be of a high order. Forethought was unnecessary here, 
as all was done in decency and order. 

" You have at least been fortunate in one thing, my lady: 
in your late excursion in seeing our mountain at this season, 
for it is the only object of interest we have to show a 
stranger. We think it beyond all other hills." 

" I have been unfortunate, my dear sir, in not being in a fit 
frame to enjoy it, as I would have done had fear not pre- 
vailed over my admiration ; still I shall take impressions with 
me so deep that they never can be worn out." 

" Yes, my lady, in misfortune we receive such impressions. 
Had you sailed oyer the highest peak in one of those newly 
invented air boats, that the French sure trying, your voyage 
would be sooner forgotten, than if you walked every step up 
to High Peak." 

** So moralists say," was Margaret's reply. " Still a balloon 
would have been welcomed yesterday morning, and could I 
have made one I would have ventured in it." 

" And fallen, lady, down the precipices where your crushed 
body would have been lying now. God's ways are not our 
ways, neither are his thoughts our thoughts, for as the heav- 
ens are higher than the earth, so are his ways above all those 
inventions that human wisdom would try." 

At this point Tom put down the large clasped book on 
the table, while at his heels there came in the whole house- 
hold of this holy patriarch, taking their seats according to 
their rank. The ninety-second psalm was read, followed by 
a brief exposition and a prayer, solemn, earnest and direct. 
The household, the couiltry and the church, were all remem- 
bered. What chiefly affected Margaret was the touching re- 
ference made to herself; showing that he who spoke for 
them, knew all about her and felt for her as a kind father 
does for a wandering child. As he rose in fervor he became 
more pointed and his voice quivered as he supplicated, " Di- 
vine compassion on the head of her, who had been chased 
like a young roe, among the hiUs, and who had been followed 
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after by a love strong as death. Now, O Lord ! may her 
eyes this day see Him who is fairer than the children of 
men, who standeth behind our wall ; who looketh at the win- 
dows, showini? himself through the lattice, saying, 'rise up 
my love, my fair one and come away. For lo the winter is 
past, the rain is over and gone : the flowers appear on the 
enrth, the time of singing of birds is come and the voice of 
the turtle is heard in the land. Let this daughter of the 
stranger, comely and delicate, be surrounded by the shep- 
herds and their flocks in tokfen of her future peace ; even as 
the young lions have roared upon her yesterday ; then shall 
she be like the young roe upon the mountain of spices." 

At the close of this prayer, made eloquent by the occasion 
and the words of inspired devotion, every eye was suffused in 
tears. The good man himself went , to look out at the win- 
dow, and blew his nose with a blast that would have 
wakened a sleeping Samsom, in his cradle, but which was 
not observed at this time, by any one, as they were too 
much engaged like himself in hiding their feelings. Just at 
that instant a drum was beat loud and furious, and with 
something of an attempt at music which made Margaret 
start up to her feet in some alarm. The Dominie smiled as 
he said : 

" Lady, I thought a soldier's daughter would not felar the 
sound that calls to battle ; but that is the warning of peace^ 
not of war. We have not got a bell yet, such as they have 
in London and Amsterdam, so we take what we have, and 
we never want. The drum does for both armies; the soldiers 
of the cross and the defenders of the ststte. But here comes 
the 'Yfvrow with the call for breakfast." 

They sat down to a breakfast similar to that of which Cla- 
rence partook ; only ladies being present now, and one of 
reputed high rank, the mistress of the house was ambitious 
to do her best. Indeed, if there was any fault to be found, it 
was the over-attention she bestowed on her chief guest; 
which led her, sometimes, sharply to r-emind her spouse of his 
duty and of even his behavior at table. There was great 
abundance, too much — and it lay on as white a linen cloth 
as ever was spread. The dishes were of the finest china, and 
the urn of silver ; with corresponding plate of the heaviest 
kind. Proud enough was the dignified housewife, when she 
saw Margaret glancing quietly down into the sa.ucer, at fig- 
ures there drawn, and then holding up the tiny cup in her 
delicate hand, admiring its shape and transparency. 
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*^ Take another cap, Miss Clinton, of the Bohea. It came 
directly from Ohina, m my uncle's ship, just ten years since. 
My uncle was a great skipper in his day, and died very 

WEALTHY.*' 

A heavy emphasis was laid on the word, and she rose in 
her chair a few inches, though that was hardly needed, for 
she would have matched the Duchess of Walkinghame in 
size, in dignity, and even in ease of manners, as Margaret 
declared merward. 

"So you do drink the taxed tea after all, 'Yfvrow," said 
the Dominie, with a sly look to that end of the table. 

" It is none of your affairs. Dominie Schuneman," retorted 
his wife, good-naturedly. ** We can keep our secrets as well 
as the best Whig in the country, though we be not officered 
by Dominies that scour the hills and woods shooting Indians, 
and standing to be shot at like tied turkeys on a Christmas 
day." 

This little byplay was a quiet hit at the careless husband's 
exposing himself to the fire of the Mohawk chief, of which 
she had heard, though he was keeping the whole a secret. 
He did not feel any sting in the arrow shot, so smiling in 
self-complacency, he rose, saying : 

" Elsie, my lameshie, you will be ready when I call you, 
and do not tremble at the sound of your own name." 

"I may tremble, Dominie, but be short, for you know 
that we liave had hard work to go through these few days 
past." 

" True, Elsie, lass," continued the pastor, " but the form 
must be gone through religiously. The dochter of Martin 
Schuyler must be an example to others." 

At the appointed time, jBertram and Teunis Roe came to 
the parsonage for the young ladies, who were dressed, and 
waited upon one another with sisterly affection. The occa- 
sion, and the day, had brought the nunds of all into delight- 
ful harmony and sober cheerfulness. 

The Dominie, who went 6ut after breakfest, did not return 
for an hour, when he seemed a little flustered, which arrested 
the eye of his careftd wife, who inunediately put the ques- 
tion: 

" What has happened now ?" 

*' Oh, nothing but that imp of Satanus and his belly 
tongue. I believe he will make all my folks seek unto 
familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep and mutter." 

"Do you mean Unga?" said the quick-witted woman. 
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" Dominie, like priest like people. What wizard was seen 
yesternight ?" 

The Dominie left her, looking at her with a warning ey 
After a little while he came out, ready to enter the sacred 
place : his cooked hat on, with his Geneva bands hanging 
low on his breast ; except these, not a spot of white upon 
him. Over all was his ample cloak, made of thick worsted 
stuff, imported from Holland, and sold by Abram Van Est, 
at Coenties Slip, Manhattan, now New York. 

The ' Yfvrow, who was herself silperbljr dressed, made her 
spouse turn round till she examined him thrice over, con- 
tinuing her critical investigations till he grew out of pa- 
tience, and broke away from her hands in assumed fury. 

" Nay,. nay. Dominie, you must allow me to straighten 
out that wiinkle in your coat-tail, careless man that you are. 
Can you not lift it aside when you sit down ? It is the 
'Yfrow will get all the blame. Dame Brinkeroff will say, 

*' * Did you see the Dominie's hands ? They were as yel- 
low as a duck's foot.' 

" ' Yaw, yaw,' Mammy Demond will squeal out ; ' and his 
wig was mairs like tow on my rock than good hair.' " 

" Never mind the clashing jades," said the well pleased 
and happy Dominie. " I'll have them all before the Consis- 
tory for their slander. You're the best wife in the colpny.** 
And with that he stole a kiss, as if in perfect exuberance of 
pleasure. 

" Fie, fie. Dominie ! and before ladies, too," said the no 
less happy wife, " and we going to the kerke. If old Mat 
Van Deusen hears of this there will be some noise." 

With that all marched out to the church. The Dominie, 
as of right, led the way, having Miss Clinton on his arm. 
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CHAPTER Xra. 

THB MfMOBTAL SOUL. 

M Pore nligloa, and ondeflled before Qod and the Falher.** 

St. Jamol 

** rm not in sportlre humor now ; tell me, and dally not* 

SOAKSPBABB. 

It was one of those beautiful sabbath mornings, which 
occiir at the close of the fall of the year, that resemble the 
fitce of a dcTOUt matron, just before the winter of her life 
commences ; who, still conscious of the happy life she has 
passed, surrounded by her children, who revel in the jfruits 
she has gathered for them, looks with deront gratitude to 
God, as sensible also of worldly delight. The sunshine of 
youth not only lingered round the hills, but rested richly on 
the valley. The people were evidently at rest in their minds, 
and as the clear cock-crow wakened the echoes, voices of 
pruse were prolonged so sweetly that they reverberated 
firom stream and knoll, till all sounded in blessed unison. 

After the stirring events of the past week, a large congre- 

fation were assembling. The majority came for worship, 
ut many to obtain the news of how the good cause was 
prQspering. Where every one contributed his part, each 
carried away a full account, to be told over at home, to those 
who could not come to the common gathering place. 

The strangers present, guests of the Dominie, sat in his 
large square pew, along with the 'Yfvrow and her little flock. 
As they looked up to the desk, and saw the pastor in ' his 
full Geneva cloak and bands, admiration filled their minds. 
Spreading out his hands, he said : 

"The Lord bless you, and keep you ; the Lord make his 
fa6e to shine upon you, and be gracious to you. The Lord 
lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace : Amen." 

He read the commandments in a slow, solemn voice ; vary- 
ing his tone as he went through each, so .that the ear of lus 
auditors might receive the separate precept by itself, and 
ponder upon it with prayer, and in meekness. 

Here he sat down, when the clerk, who was placed in a 
smaller pulpit below the high desk, rose and gave out a 



THE niHOBT^ SOUL. 457 

psalm, which he led m a tone between singing and chanting. 
Horridly grating to refined ears ; but the people were pleased 
and paid to Zach Goetchius twenty shillings, and ten cheepens 
of corn for serving as Presenter. Zach also read the lessons 
from Scripture. The prayers were in part frpm a liturgy in 
the Dutch language, and in pait extemporaneous English ; 
which the transient worshippers supposed was in deference to 
them, as well as for their edification. 

The same might hav^ been said of the sermon. . It was in- 
tended by the preacher, when he began, to be in English, but 
as he grew warm, hfe branched off into the vernacular tongue. 
This more especially when he wished to give something very 
terse or hitting, or which might be disagreeable to his new 
auditors ; for he wished them to carry away a good impression. 
His side strokes were the spiciest. Bertram, who had been 
in Holland, gave these afterward to his friends. He, more- 
over, declared that the style of speech was as pure as the 
doctors of Leyden used. 

The text which was pronounced in a clear deliberate voice, 
had the effect of quickening the ears of the assembly, who 
leaned forward to catch every word ; and from the stillness 
which succeeded the announcement, as well as the curiosity 
on their countenances, they seemed to say, " What can the 
Dominie have to say from that?" 

"I knew a man in Christ, above fourteen years ago — 
whether in the body I cannot tell ; or whether out of the 
body I cannot tell ; God knoweth — such an one caught up to 
the third heaven . . . . . and heard unspeakable 
words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter." 

He began, " I knew a man yesterday who was up on the 
mountain, and as near to the third heaven as any man in this 
region can be ; and from Paul's experience, and that of this 
other man, we deduce the sound doctrine that the Great 
Spimt communicates with the soul op his creatures, 
through nature and grace; and consequently you 
have spiritual and immortal souls, as well as you have 
decaying bodies. 

" Keep that doctrine before your view, all through ; for 
though I will say a vast deal before I be done, it is all on this 
foundation." 

At this point the preacher went minutely into the history 
and the meaning of his text ; telling his hearers that it was a 
page taken out of the private journjd of Paul's autobiography : 
** We could wish ho had left more of the same kind ; but we 

20 
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shall see the other parts when we get to heaven. It wonld 
seem that fourteen years before this time, and twelve years 
after he met the Lord by the way to Damascus, when the 
Apostle was in the prime of life, and after having had large 
experience of holy visions, he had this one, that transcended 
them all in matchless glory ; and which even he, great as he 
was in the use of words, could not express." 

" Others as well as Paul have had visions. There was Eze- 
kiel, who was caught away from the banks of Chebar by a 
lock of his hair, and placed at the door of the temple of Jeru- 
salem : there again was the Exile of Patmos ; and with hu- 
mility be it spoken, there was I myself on the mountain, 
when I feh like one transported out of the body, as I looked 
out upon the river, the woods, the fields, and the mountains 
far off on all sides ; so that though I have come to declare 
my feelings before you, I find them to be unspeakable ; at this 
moment I am sincerely sorry that I have chosen this subject. 
O Divine Spirit ! thou who taught Paul to speak right words, 
indite for thy feeble servant, and make his tongue like the 
pen of a ready writer." 

A.t the close of this introduction he paused, blowing his 
nose, looking round, at the same time, to see that all were 
in their places and quiet, and then in a formal, pointed, and 
emphatic manner, gave out his first point : 

" God communicates with the human soul above ruxture^ 
and in an inconceivable way?"^ 

There foUowjed this annunciation of his main point, a long 
rambhng talk, in which it was plainly seen to the initiated 
iu extempore speaking, that he was struggling through the 
mist. 

" I am not," said he, " a Paul, mind you ; I am not snper- 
naturally endowed. But, aftier all, Paul was human, and he 
could have sympathized with me up there, as I am humbly 
sure I could have felt with him ftirther up. He had a sense 
of the beautifully divine, as I have now of the divinely 
beautiftil. Such a speechless delight is in us all. We feel 
more than we can comprehend ; we understand more than 
we can tell. When I w««« np on the side of the mountain, I 
could not help looking down on the differait men whom 
knew dwelt here below. I said, iLrire is oae, and ho never 
sees anything beyond his line ience. When he locks out od 
the stream that runs t h i-ough his farm, he wishes it wct* • a i \iV 
stream ; another is aJ »• ■- "sloulating on the l..»»*is cti' ba> n 
will cut from that mai.'i.*^^ . ^ua iuoa^ tPf^ ^ •.vtc*^ •• 



THE IMHOBTAL SOUL. 459 

and it is of the wool and the mutton he is thinking. These men 
are but a little way removed above the brutes they feed. If 
I had them up here I would say, ' Were God to give me the 
power, brother Paulus, brother Johannns, brother Jacobus, 
brother Petrus, receive thy sight, and be filled with the 
Holy Geest.' And I am sure that I would enjoy the sur- 
prise which aU of these brothers would show when the 
scales, made of milledoleors, of wheat, of flesh, and of blacks, 
would fall from their eyes : and the glorious kiverlid would 
be spread out, and their eyes made clear enough to see it, 
with all its colors and patches of wood — with its border of 
blue sky, and its centre of meadow-land, through which the 
silken stream runs so pure that it reminds one of the stream 
that maketh glad the city of the Lord afler a storm has 
shaken the earth. 

"Brethren," said the good man, now becoming more 
earnest, " your eyes must be unsealed if you would see with 
the spirit, and see with the understanding also. You could 
not penetrate the thick mist of a fell morning, but you could 
believe that snugly resting under it there are happy homes, 
and that above it there is clear sunshine. Roll away the 
cloud, and all is beautiful and sublime. The beauty was there 
all the time. So the spirit of faith can see the throne of God, 
and the dwellings of the blessed, imchangeably the same in 
their everlasting radiance. 

" Some of you cannot understand these things. How can 
you, having .never seen them ? You are blinded by your 
milledoleors, and your grain, and your blacks. But shall my 
horse Dick, that was up there with me, and looked out snut- 
fing at the fresh grass below, say that there was nothing down 
there but grass, when your dog Watch wags his tail at the 
sight of a hare ? Or shall horse and dog say there is nothing 
more than they see, when Paulus and the rest s^e the fine 
farms in the Bught? And how dare Jacobus and his 
friends, who see nothing but farm-land, presume to say that 
the gentleman sitting there in my pew did not see beauties 
beneath all these visible things ? And, finally, shall the gen- 
tleman in my pew deny but I had a more penetrating view 
of God below these fenoied things, which made him leap with 
rapture ? I am sure, after these things, you will allow that 
St. Paul, even in the body, might hear soimds unspeakable 
in the third heavens." 

Here the venerable pastor paused, wiping his face with his 
Indian bandana, of which he was a little vain, as one might 
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judge from the manner in which ho spread it out, lifting it 
softly in his big hand before he poshed it down into his 
big pocket. By that time he was into the mysteries of 
thought, and was launching out into the scriptural doctrine 
of divine communications with the soul out of the body. 
He quoted liberally from Scripture, placing himself on sate 
ground. J 

" But, my brethren, do we not see, and feel, and guess at 
things, after seeing a great si^ht like what I saw, even when 
we cannot pat the ends togedier ? I went out in my body 
over a bridge that hung across the gul^ till I could not move 
another step ; and then I looked down till my eyes dazzled, 
and then my spirit crossed still beyond, till even my spirit 
sank, having no ground to stand upon. Who shall hold me 
up ? There must be an arch broken. Where is the power 
to rebuild it ? My imagination is away off— ray dreams show 
me a country I am afraid to enter when I am awake. I am, 
while in my study, sometimes eager to see my Maker. I cry. 
Oh, that I knew where I might find him. Behold, I go for- 
ward, but he is not there ; and backward, but I cannot per- 
ceive him. Why is all this ? I am a sinner ; but there may 
be in me some framnents of a broken sense, which, like 
the pieces of the 'Ytvrow's looking-glass that Betty let fall, 
still showed bits of her black face. Like some great men 
I have read of, she tried to join the parts, but after she 
had done her best, it was a fractured mirror, reflecting only 
glimpses of light. Who shall mend this broken spirit- 
ual glass ? That glass of the ' Yfvro w must be melted over 
and renewed, God can renew the spiiit of the mind. He 
can build up the broken arch, over which the spirit can pass 
safe and sound, so that the eye, not satisfied with seeing, 
nor the ear with hearing, may behold the face of the Maker, 
and the man become fit to hold fellowship with Him. Oh, 
ye men, put the milledoleors from off your eyes, your houses 
and your lands, your orchards and your cider-presses, with 
all: and ye vrows must get your spiritual looking-glasses 
mended, and made bright as your silver, else you will never 
see on the other side of your milk-pans." 

The faithful pastor found it necessary to make these 
familiar illustrations of a very abstract subject, and it was 
doubtful even then if he made it plain to the limited under- 
standing of his regular hearers. But on this occasion he 
knew that he had some of the ^lite before him, and he was 
not unwilling to show them that he had learned something 
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at Leyden. Still, some of the old women there could not 
help saying, with admiration, " What a wonderM man our 
Dominie, is 1" 

He went on : " You know, brethren, there is a difference in 
tastes ; there is Tim has a taste for good eating, and there is 
Egbert has a taste for a fine book, and there is Wilhelmus has 
y, taste for praying. When they told me that the cloud 
at Pine Orchard showed the faces and the figures of those 
who looked into it, I could not help thinking how differently 
these three men would .come from seeing it. The glutton 
would start like a beast away fi-om it and feed the next hour ; 
the man of mind would be for giving reasons from the nature 
of things ; but the good man and the tnie, would look 
through all, and see that hand which turned the wheel be- 
hind. What of the three men — the glutton, the thinker and 
the praying soul ? The first man is but an animal, the second 
is a reasonable creature, but the last is a spiritual being al- 
lied to the Great Spirit. ^ 

To me, men and brethren, those sights and sounds are fore- 
tastes of the heavenly and of the divine. They are full of 
meaning, eye hath not seen it, neither hath ear heard it. 
It is not possible to utter it. They are imlike any other 
blessedness here in this world. \'et they are not beyond* 
human experience as Paul testifies, as I can testily ; and as 
some of these olil mothers there caii asstire you who are in 
doubt. The mountain top, to the man whose vision is purified, 
. is another round in the ladder, duwn on which the angels 
descend in their visits to us, and up wliich we inay ascend 
in our visits to them; hearken van nu aan zult gij den hemel 
zien geopend, ende engelen Gods opkliunnende en nederdal- 
ende op dem zoon des menschen. Oh, dear me I what am I 
paying now ? I forgot," said tlie fervent preacher, " but the 
EngUsh is, Verily, verily I say unto you, hereafter ye shall see 
heaven open and the angels uf God ascending and descend- 
ing upon the Son of Man." 

A fashionable congregation would have felt that time 
enotigh had been spent, but these people were accustomed 
to bit their full two and three hours patiently, sleeping or 
looking through vacancy, to be roused up as their pastor got 
lip himself. This day he was yi the happiest mood, and hav- 
ing an appreciating audience he gave them full measure. He 
drew a long breath, and gave out another main point which 
he said was deduced from the preceding : that since the soid 
^ could hold communication with the Maker either in the body 
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thrcugh noiture^ or otU of the bodt/y through pttre spirit ii 

foUowed THAT THB SOUL WAS ITSELF SPIRITUAL AND DC- 
HOBTAL. 

He dwelt at least ten minutes here in giving scriptuml 
proof of this, which could not fail having good eflTect on th<i 
honest believers before him. But getting his eye cm the 
strangers again, he launched away upon the abstiact, in whntj 
he meant to be forcible eloquence. Said he, "Listen to the 
word of Paul in one place — 'Father of Spirits. We are liis 
children still; he begot our souls. Do you not feci thnt 
you are his children ? I felt it yesterday as I stood .i»a/.inij^ 
down into the deep profound, where I could see nothinir, 
save the unknown ; and as I mused, I thought wlint if I 
should step out into that space ; where should I fall ? On 
the bosom of my God, my Father ! We who have been at 
sea, looking from the stern with eyes fixed on the vessel's 
track till we lost ourselves, have felt it. There never was a 
horizon yet that we did not wish to fly beyond ! What are 
these longings but the conflicts kept up between the earthly 
and the heavenly ; what but the instincts of the child long- 
ing for the bosom, from which it has been rudely torn by 
some foul tyrant — the returning fragments of a broken 
dream of yore — ^the strains of a broken harp-string recalled 
to the ear of memory, where they have long lain discon- 
nected through violence ?" 

Here the preacher entered with great force and unction 
into the poww, which the Gospel has, of healing this breach 
between the child and the parent. " The first Adam lost bis 
place and we in him, but the second Adam is the son of God 
and we are renewed in him. The spiritual flame expired, is 
now rekindled and bums as it is replenished from that foun- 
tain." 

The discourse was drawing to a close, and the preacher, 
like a strong racer, was gathering himself up for his final 
spring. " It is," said he, "fearfuUy true of many here that 
they have had no interest in all that I have said this day. I 
can read it in your faces. Had all of you been up beside me, 
where I felt myself rising as on eagle's wings, some here that 
I Avot of, would have said : ' I wish I were in my own barn, 
over a good roast turkey :' and one or two here I see, are 
thinking now of the pot of silver hidden in the garden. Oh, 
you are a caraally-minded crew, and would not be happy 
had you all these things at once. You need not smile ye 
youngsters there ; as for you, my young colts may serve as 
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examples of the uneasy restlessness of your hearts, when they 
leap out of the clover into the sorrel. Can you tell me the 
cause of all this changeableness ? Your souls are spiritual, 
and long for communion out of the body ; and cannot be fed 
on good dinners; nor grow on a thousand acres of the best 
land in the world. 

• " You have been expecting something else here this morn- 
ing. I want to show you that there is another and a greater 
cause, than even our country's cause. I saw when I com- 
menced, that your ears were cocked up to hear of battles ; 
but there is a great battle to be fought by every one for him- 
self; when the last enemy appears on the field, and by the 
way of preparing you to meet him effectually, so as to come 
off conqueror, I have lifted you up into the third heavens. 
You expected me to tell you of the wonderful advantage we 
have gained in the north, and I have been thinking, ' want 
wat baat het een mensch zoo hij de gehule wereld gewint, 
en lijdt schade zijner zeile. Of wat zal een mensch geven, tot 
logging van zijne zeile.' You that understand English only 
will find it in Mathew xvL, 26 : ' What shall it profit a 
man if he gain the whole world and lose his soul.' My 
heart is full of sorrow when I think on these things. Let us 
gmg: 

** Oh, were I like a feathered dove, 
Soon would I stretch my wings, 
AikI fly, and make a long remove. 
From all these restlesD things. 

•' Let me to some wild desert go ; 
And find a peaceful home. 
Where storms of malice never blow ; 
Temptations never come.** 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
"the consummation devoutly to be wished." 

** Let u bear the conclusion of the vhole matter." 

SoLOMOir. 

.Thus the usual services were concluded, the congregation 
preparing to make a rush for the door, and were standing up, 
the men with hands on their hats, and the women adjusting 
their trains, paying but little attention to the desk, expect- 
ing only the well-known words of benediction, when to the 
amazement of all, young and old, the Dominie said in a firm, 
clear voice : 

" The congregation will be seated while the solemn and 
interesting ceremony of marriage is being performed. The 
parties will stand up and present themselves before the 
altar.** 

Here Teunis Roe and Elsie Schuyler took the specified 
place. Bertram at the same time taking the place assigned 
oy custom to the groom's man, and Margaret that of the 
bridesmaid. Martinus Schuyler moved slowly out of the 
CouMstory's pew, to the side where his daughter stood ; the 
mother, attempting to do the same, was prevented through 
her einotion, so that she merely leaned forward in her pew, 
in the act of inward prayer. 

All of these arrangements were completed before the 
assembly had wakened out of their astonishmeot. When 
they did perceive them, whispers might be heard among the 
elder portions : "The Whig has yielded at last to the young 
Tory." The young men were hiding their mortification by 
winks and smiles, while one louder than the others gave ut- 
terance to his feelings : " She was always a haughty heifer ; 
Teunis will have his own task in breaking her in." 

Grant, who sat in the front of the gallery enjoying the 
whole scene, for Teunis had become, after what had Sttelj 
taken place, a great favorite with the Scot, here felt mad at 
the ill-concealed envy he saw around him and had the greatest 
difficulty in holding himself within due bounds, wliispered 
aloud : 
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" Sit doon, you haverils that you are. Do you no see true 
love gettin' its reward ?" 

" A hemp neckcloth would be more like the young trai- 
tor's wizzen," some one here bitterly said. , 
H "Whist! whist I I t^ll you," said Grant, still louder, " or 
I'll fling your yellow carcage over the laft there." 

By this time the minister had opened at the place in his 
book where the "form for the confirmation of Inarriage be- 
fore the church " is contained, and began in a full, firm voice 
to read. Being himself a great admirer of that ancient 
Hturgy, he believed that all his people must be, so he never 
omitted aught of the good service. As he said in the morn- 
ing so he showed at noon : " Martin Schuyler's daughter 
must not be slighted." 

The good man's heart was so full that it surged over, so 
that there were no triflers there by the time he lifted his 
hands over the newly married pair, giving th^m truly his 
blessing. 

Nevertheless that all, male and female, were affected even 
to tears, Elsie's bridal attire did not escape the scrutiny of 
those watery eyes. Had it been such as they knew her to 
possess, and that in which they had seen her before, there 
would have been but little said ; but since it wbs well known 
that Hoogenhuisen was in ashes, it became at once a ques- 
tion with a hundred mothers and maidens, " where have all 
these fine silks and laces come from ?" 

That was a secret known but to tl^ ' Yfirrow. The moment 
she became acquainted with the intentions of the young 
people, her wits were set to work without even consulting 
the bride herself, who had no other prospect than that of 
appearing at the altar in very common attire. Lizzie 
Schuyler, the daughter of the general, and the affianced 
spouse of the gallant Hamilton, being at the very time on a 
visit to her aunt, at the Manor of Livingston, close by, was 
the very person to supply all deficiencies. The hint was 
enough for the busy 'Yhrow. A messenger brought back a 
choice of dresses, such as would have decked a queen. Elsie 
felt somewhat displeased at the officiousness of her well- 
meaning hostess ; but her present circumstances compelled 
her to comply. Of course all the parish were ignorant of 
the good« genii that had furnished these ornaments; but 
they were none the less objects of marvel to every one 
present, possessed or not possessed of the critical skill of the 
milliner. 

20* 
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<* An' vere did Anshela's dochter get all tese fine tings, 
budten ?" said Peggy Tan Steenberg to a visitor then in the 
country for her h^ui^ as some said ; others because Kew 
York r^d-coats were too enticing ; " vere did tese vain tings 
kaam into dis Ian' ?" 

"Ton up here in the country have not seen all the fine 
things in the world, though you may have the highest moun* 
tains at your elbow," was the half-jesting reply of the New 
York damseL 

*' Vy have*n ve grand tings ? Is'n de ' Yfvrow a great voman 
once, an her undo de Smpper ? Budt dere vas de gown 
like sky, on de summer afternoon ; beneat it, de vite petti- 
coat, dean as de snow packed wid de rain ven de vrost 
comes and make de glitter." 

/*0h, Peggy, let me tell you, that is all the fashion now ; « 
celestial blue satin gown, and a white satin petticoat shows all 
below. Did you not see how they were trimmed with stripes 
of the same color up the edges ?" 

"Yaw, yaw; but de corsets vas vat myne eyes beheld; 
yaUow and crossed wid de blue stripes. Budt do tell me all 
about dere head, Awee! aweel how Elsie did look on 
her." 

" Oh," said the initiated lady, " the head-dress was SLpauf 
of gauze, made like a globe; and you saw how the hair was 
curled, so that it fell in ringlets down each side of her neck." 

"Awee I awee! vat a time it must tak'n for ou to tell it 
so : now, vat about de neck ?" 

" Oh, the neck ! She had on her a thin gauze handkerchief 
that looks like the snow on a frosty morning. You saw that 
it hung full, at the edges trimmed with .the richest Brussels 
lace." 

"Aweel awee!" was all that Peggy could say, in perfect 
admiration ; but whether at the wondei'ftil dress or at the 
wonderful eloquence of her companion, could not be dis- 
tinctly known. However, not being tired of what she 
affected to deplore, she listened withr increased admiration to 
the city lady, who went on to tell her the meaning of those 
mysteries which Margaret had on. 

"You saw that other lady. She is English, I know, from the 
rose on her cheek and the blue in her eye. How beautifully 
she rose up and stood. Your country lass has a fine figure, 
no doubt ; and the gown fitted her very weD, only an indi 
too tight all over ; but, then, that other one is slender and 
quick m her movements without seeming to know it." 
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"Elshie Sohuyler,»» said Peggy, "can 8tan» wid de best; 
vat of de oder one's gown?" 

" Oh, that's what they call a perriot, made of grey Indian 
taffeta. Ton saw it had dark stripes of the same color, with 
two collars — ^the one yellow and the other white ; both of 
them trimmed with blue silk fringe.'' 

They went on in this way, and we mnst let them, and 
return back to the church, which was not dismissed when 
these two came out. At the close of the service alluded to, 
a note was put into the hand of the Dominie, as he was about 
to dismiss the people, which ran thus : 

"Rev. Sir: 

" If there be no impediment in the way, we wish to engage 
your services at present, for the same purpose as our friends 
now made happy by you. 

" Bbbtbam Cltnton. 

" P. S. — ^We prefer being married with a ring." 

The good man smiled assent, saying, with a cunning eye, 
as he looked around : 

"Another marriage service to be gone through; all who 
are tired may now leave." 

He knew very well that curiosity Was at too high a pitch to 
allow any one to go out, but he sat down, more for the pur- 
pose of considering within himself than for anything else. 

" Let the parties desirous of entering the holy state of 
matrimony come forward." Here Bertram and Margaret 
stood up, with Tennis and Elsie on either side, supported by 
Clarence. At the same instant, and while the arrangements 
were going forward, there stepped up through the middle 
aisle a man and woman, muffled in large cloaks, taking a place 
behind the bride^oom and bride. The house had been so 
crowded, no one had observed them till that moment, and all 
were^ taken so with surprise that ev^y pulse ceased. The 
Dominie almost stumbled at the beginmng of the service. 

However, he proceeded as before, with the additional part 
of the ring, which being out of the line of a Dutch minister, was 
bandied somewhat awkwardly by him ; but remembering what 
he had seen in England, he was not entirely ignorant. 

The dosing prayer was this time improvised. The good 
man's heart was too full to follow any form, and throwing his 
soul into his words, he uttered himself so that tears fell from 
Byes unused to weeping. 
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*' O Lord Qoi of oar fiithers, bless these parties, in thdf 
basket and in their store, in their sonl and in their body. 
Make them a blessing to the church, to the world, and to 
each other. May every thread of roughening earthliness be 
disentwined firom the connecting bond; so that between 
, themselves it may be soft as divine-love, and yet strong and 
inseverable as that which unites the saints to one Lord ; in one 
£iith, in one baptism, and one marriage, till a\l four be pre- 
sented, without spot or wrinkle, in the presence of God, at 
the marriage supper of the Lamb in the Ifew Jer usalem, where 
love andi righteousness only, reign. Amen.'* 

The Amen was responded to in a clear, full voice by the 
stranger, who stood up behind the parties along with a 
female muffled in a veil that fell low to her waist. The sound 
of the Amen startled the whole house, not excepting th^ 
Dominie himself; for it rung like the word of command, 
heard at the head of a regiment. And by the time the audi- 
eaoe had recovered from their amazement, the new bride had 
turned and flung herself into the open arms of the unknown 
woman, merely saying Motheb: but so piercingly that it 
thrilled through the soul, as if Nature herself spoke by human 
lips. Margaret's transport was so great that all began to fear 
for the effect of that joy. The cup became suddenly full 
and surged over, so that she became for the time uncon- 
scious of happiness or of grief. 

The stranger, vigorous and resolute, in a moment lifted 
the fragile creature, pale as a lily, in his arms, walking 
through the aisle with a step that clanged on the floor, mak- 
ing every one hold his breath, till he reached the door, where 
a vehicle stood ready, into which he put the unconscious 
bride, mounting himself with a bound up to the seat, saying 
at the same time, " drive briskly." Two other wagons drove 
away the rest of the party, including Tennis and Elsie. The 
swooning and over happy Margaret soon recovered her joyous 
smiling face, so that by the time they came in sight or the 
river and the ship, she was weeping anew, in thought of part- 
ing from her dear deliverer. They took a warm embrace and 
then another, waving adieus till the vessel was out of sight. 

The explanation of these sudden transformations is easy 
by him that understandeth. When Tennis told the 'Tfvrrow 
of his good luck with Martin, and of their intentions for the 
morning, that careful lady said : 

" Who will 1)0 your bridesman ? Do you think the young 
lady would stand with Elsie ?" 
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There were diffictdties unforeseen by the young Datchman, 
but his counsellor was equal to the occasion, so rising up she 
said : 

"Go your ways, and engage the young gentleman for 
your side, I will see the other side supported," 

This hint was taken by Tennis, who made Clarence his 
friend. The thought darted through the young heroic bro- 
ther's mind, " Why not make both parties happy, so finish* 
ing what has been worked for so hara by Bertram ?" 

It only required his earnest voice and warm heart, to plead 
for his cousin, and the thing was done. He told the whole 
story of Elsie's self-sacrificing devotion to Margaret, so that 
' notmng could be refiised to her or to her friend. 

I promised, said the knight to Bertram, on the eve of 
jthat miserable attack, that if Margaret could be recovered, 
their hands should be joined. I shall keep my word of 
hbnor ; only Georgiana we must go up in disguise. This 
pass from our cousin George Clinton, will carry us safely 
through. 

And as the Dominie said afterward, ^' he came, and saw, 
and yielded." 

A short time after the events recorded in the preceding 
history had transpired, and before the wonder was entirely 
past, the Dominie was sitting in his study when Tom entered, 
followed by Unga, the deformed child of Dora. He stood 
in the midale of the room pufi|ng out his breath, while his 
head rose up, and as it fell ne drew in the surrounding air, 
so that the spectator could imagine that he saw a swirl, like 
a small whirlpool, around the strange creature. 

" What now, you limb of Sathanus," said the student of 
Leyden, lifting up his eyes from a large Latin folio that he 
was amusing himself with. " What news from the realms 
of darkness ?" 

" Pleas youd reberence," said Tom in a very low manner, 
*'Unga hab someting frob de high'd legions to 'municato 
frob de prince ob de air an' powers." 

"'Prince of the power of the air.' You fool, quote the 
Scripture correctly and go out with you, for I see that you 
want to know aU about Unga'3 message, but begone." 

Unga's head rose a few inches' higher, and was followed 
by an eldritch scream, out of doors, that made the minister's 
man run to see what was the cause. In the ifieantime the 
Dwarf put a package into the hand of the Dominie, sitting 
down hunself as if he were at home. The letter ran thus : 
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^*Rbvbbekdis8Imo Domino: When we last met in my 
retreat, we parted scarcely agreeing in our opinions concern- 
ing that particular Providence which you Calvinists believe 
in. Occurrences which have lately taken place, have gone to 
convince me, whatever Calvin would say were he in your 
place, that no plan ever is carried through agreeably to that 
laid down by its architect. Were I going to preach to you, 
as you have held forth to me, it would be fiom the words 
of our immortal bard, a man, though you may not allow it, 
equal to Calvin: 

" * Theresa Divmity that shapes our ends, 
Bough hew them as we may.* 

" I have been marking out my timber, and hewing it like 
the great King Solomon in the wilderness, deeming all the 
time that my fabric was coming to perfection, when to my 
amazement I found that the tools I was using rose up against 
me, and have carried out a purpose not of my own mven- 
tion. 

" You have pronounced me to be a double-sided man ; and 
if appearances were to be your ground of judgment, I am 
many sided ; but in the face of all those signs, I have had one 
ruling passion — Revenge." 

" I tell you now freely I sought to be revenged on Sir 
Henry Clinton, because he fevored my enemy ; but my de- 
sign on him was only a step toward the depth of niy purpose 
— ^the deep damnation of Clifford. 

" I have lived these two years past for nothing else. I 
found my way to the presence oi Washington, obtained a 
commission in the secret service, took up my quarters at the 
foot oi your mountain, on the lines between the contending 
armies ; assumed characters that were obnoxious to me ; wiz- 
ard, spook, hermit ; anything that would ftirther my fell pur- 
pose — ^Revenge. All kinds of persons were taken into my 
service ;• forgetful as I became, that every man and womsm, 
as well as I, had a mind of their own, and a purpose of their 
own to carry out; which could not in all parts harmonise 
with mine. Yet I went on planning, as if they were passive 
instruments, molded after my 'wisdom and for my ends. 

" I found out my mistake ; that villain Kiskataam, whom I 
employed to decoy Clifford here, by offering to abduct the 
knight's daughter, had vengeance of his own, that he sought 
to visit on the head of Sir Henry Clinton ; and while carrying 
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» 

t6^. t out, another passion for her took possession of his bosom, 
<i^t>} ppointing me of my expectations of retaining her under 
m^ .^ardiansbip, as a punishment upon her father and future 
surety for myself. 

*^' Nor did I succeed better through my agent Elsie; one of 

another and of a nobler nature. By degrees she was winning 

apor my own affections, and I shall not now avow all that 

was «ji my heait concerning her. One thing I was certain 

* cl tor the time, when I found that Miss Clinton had fallen 

2L to ci-^r hand, that all was at my disposal ; but the high- 

iniiiOe«l mountain maid was too direct in her purpose to be ' 

Jed 11:10 any labyrinth of mine. What you were pleased to 

de». gnate as ' theatrical ' could not be understood by her in 

hei ejo^ding truthfulness ; and I was prevented from taking 

posfiession of the person of Miss Clinton entirely through her 

dete rnuiiation of purpose. All came within an ace of an 

utter fauiare. I have just escaped being caught in my own 

craftiii66b, and the villain Clifford has only received a part 

of his ponishmesit. 

** R BVISNGB bums still in my breast, and must till the vow 
recorded m heaven be fulfilled. I am off, prowling like the 
woUi round Fort Niagara; and woe to my victim, should he 
leave that (^»lace of refuge. His blood only can cool this malig- 
nant iiie that bums, hums for Revenge. 

^^ I am, Reverendissimo Domino, 

*' Tour admirer, 

« S. C.»» 
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